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^ f IMON or Athens.] The ftorf of the Miranthropc is told 
in almoft every collcdioo of the time, and particuUily in two books, 
with vrbich Shakfpeare was intimately acquainted ; the Palace of 
Fleafun^ and the Engiifli PJuiarch, indeed from a palTage in an 
old play, called Jack Drums Entertainment y I coujedure that he 
had before made his appearance on the fiage. Farmer. 

The paflage in JaH Drum^s Entertainment or Fa/quil and Katie* 
rinet i^oi^ is this : 

^» Gome, ril be as fociable as Timon of Athens*** 

But the alludon is fo flighi, that it might as well l^avc been 
borrowed from Plutarch or the novel. 

Mr. Strutt the engraver, to whom oar antiquaries ^re under no 
inconfiderable obligations, has in bis pofleilion a MS. play on this 
fubjcd. It appears to have been wiitteo, or traufcribed, about the 
year 1600. There is a fcene in it refcuibliug ShakCpeare's banquet 
given by Timon to his Uaitercrs. luUead of warm water he fets 
before therb Jones painted like artichokes^ and afterwards beats them 
out of tile room. He then retires to the wood^, attended by his 
faithful He ward, who, (like Kent in Kin^ Lear) h^s difguifed him- 
felf to continue bis fervices to his mafter. Timon, in the laft nSt 
is followed by his iickle miflrefs, 8cc. after he was reported to have 
difcovered a hiciden trcafuie by digging. The piece itfelf (though 
it appears to be the work of an academick] i» a wretched one. The 
ferjona dramatis are as follows : 

*^ The adors nam€|« 

" Timon. 

•* Laches, his faithful fervarit. 

•* Eutrapelus, a dilTolute y^ng man* 

*' Gelafimus, a cittie hcyre. . 

♦' Ffeudocheus, a lying travailer. 

«« Demcas, an orator. 

«« Philargurus, a covetous churli0i ould man* 

♦• Hermogenes, a fidler. 

♦' Abyffus, a ufurcr. 

*^ Lollio, a cuntrey clowne, Philargurus fonne. 

»» Speafippu4, / "^^^^ ^y*°g philofophcis. 

*^ Grunnio, a lean fcrvant of PhiUrgurus. 

*' Obba, Tymou'h butler. 

»* Poedio, GelaGmus page. > 

•* Two feijcauis. * 

•' A failor. 

«* Callimela, Philargurus daughter. 

** Blftiie, her prattling uuiTe. 

»^ SCENE, Athens." Stievrns. 
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Sbakfpeare undoubtedly formed this pWy on the paflfage in Pla«« 
larch's Lifi of Antony rclziivt to Tinion, aod not on the twenty •• 
eighth novel of the firft volume of Painter's PaliKi of Flffnui be* 
cAuCe he is there merely defcribed as ^^ a man-hater, of a firange 
aod boaiily oature,**^ without any caufe affigncd^ fvbere^ Plutarch 
furoifl^ed our author with the following hint to work upon. ** An. 
tonius forfook the citie; and companie of his friendes,— faying^ 
that be would lead Timon^s life, becaufe he had the like wrong 
ofifered him, that was offered untoTimon; and for tki ttniksnkJuU 
nefs oj tkojt kt kad doni good unio, and wkom ke tookt io hi kis Jriindti^ 
ke mi angry xoitk all mtn^ and would iruj no man/* 

To the manufcript play mentibned by Mr. Steeveos, our author 
1 have no doubt, was alfo indebted for fome other circumflanccf. 
Here he found the faithful Reward, the banquet-fcene, and the ftory 
of Timoo's being poflefled of great fums of gold which he had dug 
up io the woods: a circumftance which he could not have hadfrona 
Lucian, there being then no tranflation of the dialogue that relates 
to this fubjed. 

Spoo fays, there is a building near Athens, yet remaining, called 
Timons Tower, • 

Timon oJ Alkens.vizs written, I imagine, in the year i6io« S^ 
An Attempt ig of attain tki Order oJ Skak/p4aTi\s Plays^ Vol. If. 

Malomi* 
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Persons rcprcfented* 

Timon, a noble Athenian. 

Lucius, \ 

Lucullus, \ Lords, andJlatUrers o/Timon, 

Scmpronins, j 

Ventidius, one oj Timon's Jalfe Friends. 

Apcmantus, a churlijh Philojopher. 

Alcibiades, an Athenian GeneraL 

Flavius, Steward to Timon. s 

Flaininius,^ 

Xucilius, \Timon*s Servants. 

;Servilius, } 

Caphis, 'N 

Philotos, i \; 

Titus, \Servants to Timon's Creditors. 

Lqcias, I 

Hortenfius, ) 

Two Servants 0/ Varro, and the Servant oJ liidoxt ; 

two o/Timon's Creditors. 
Cupid and Majkers. Three Strangers. 
Poet, Painter, Jeweller, and Merchant. 
An old Athenian. A Page. A Fool. 

Other Lords, Senators, Officers, Soldiers, Thieves, 
and Attendants. 

SCEJSfE, Athens ; and the Woods adjoining. 



* PhrynU,t] (or, as this name (hou Id have been written by Sbak<« 
fpeare, Phrjnt, ) was an Athenian courtezan fo cxqmGtely beautiful, 
that when her jirages were proceeding to condemn her for numerous 
and eaormous offences, a fvght of her bofom [which, as we leara 
from Quiotilian, had been arifuUy denuded by her advocate,) 
difarmed the court of its fcverity, and fccured her life from the 
fentence of the law. Sx£kv£MS. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 

Athens. A Hall in Timon's Houje. 

Enter Poet, Painter, Jeweller, Merchant, * and 
Others^ atjtvtral doors. 

Poet. Good day, fir. ^ 

Pain. I am glad yon arc well. 

Poet. I have not feen you long ; How goes the 

world? 
Pain. It wears, fir, as itgrows. 
Poet, Ay that*s well known : 

But what particular rarity?^ what ftrange, 

• — ^ewelliT^ MiTckant^ ] In the old copy z Enter hru 
iHtrckant and Mercer, &c, Steistems. 

^ Poet. Good dajy Jir, ] It would be lefs abrupt to begin the 
play thus : 

Foti, Good day. 

Fain. Good day, fir: J am glad you're welL Fahmbk. 
The prcfenc deficiency in the metre alfo pleads ftrongly in behalf 
of tbe fupplemental words propofed by Dr. Fanner. Steevens. 
^ But what particular rarity f Sec. ] I cannot but think that 
this pafifage is at prefent in confufion. Tbe poet aflts a qucftion^ 
and fiays not for an anfwcr, nor bas bis queftion any apparent drift 
ex confequeoce. I Would range tbe paflage thus e 
Poet. Ay, that's well hnown. 
But ti>ha\fartkular rarity ? • tuhat/o firange^ 
IhdX manifold record not matches f 
Pain. See .' 

Poet, Magicl of bounty ! 8cc. 
it may not be improperly obferved here, that as thert is only one 
copy of this play, no belp can be had from collaUon, and mereV 
liberty muft be allowed to conjedure. Johnson. 

B 3 
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6 .TIM ON OFATHENS. 

Which manifold record not matches? Sec, 
Magick of bounty ! all thefe fpirits thy power 
Hath conjur'd to attend. 1 know the merchant* 

Pain. 1 know them both; toother's a jeweller. 

Mer. O, 'tis a worthy lord ! 

Jew. * ' Nt^y, that's moft fixM. 

. Mer. a, moft 'incomparable man; breath'd, as 
it were, 
To an untirable and continuate goodnefs : ^ 
*He paffes. ^ 



^Jobnfon fuppofes tU^t there is fome* error in this pafl*age, becaufe 
the Poet aflcs a queftion, and Rays not for an aofvrer; and there* 
fore fuggeRs a nevr ari:angement of it. But there is frothing more 
common in real life than queRions a(ked in that manner. And with * 
refped to bis propofed arrangement, I can by no means approve 
of it; for as the Poet and the Painter arc goin? to pay thcii court 
to Timon, it would be Rrange if the latter Ihould point out to the 
former, as a particular rarity, which manifold record could not 
match, a merchant and ajeweller,^ who came there on the fame 
errand. M. MAsOn, 

The poet is le^ by what the painter has Jaid^ to a(k whether any 
thing very Rrange and unparalleled bad lately happened, witbou,t 
any expedation that any fuch bad happened: — and is prevented 
jfrom witting for an anfwer by obfeiving fo many conjured by 
Timon's bounty to attend. (*- See, Magick of bo^nty !'* &c«- 
This furely is very natural. Malqne. 

* — . — breathed, ai itwtre^ 

to an untirable and continuate goodne/s : ] Breathed is inured hj 
tomfiant praSlice ; fo trained as not to be wearied. To breatht a 
borfe, is to exercife him tor the courfe. Johnson. 

So, in Hamlet !^ 

*' It is the breathing time of day with me.*' Steevsns.. 

. continuate — ] This word is ufed by many ancient EngUfli 

writers. Thus, by Chapman, in his verfion of the fourth book of 
the Odyjey: 

^^ Her handmaids join'd in a continuate yell.** 

^ He paRes, ] i. e. exceeds, goes «beyond common bounds. So, 
in the Merry Wives oj Wind/or : 

*• Why this pajjes^ maRec Ford.*' Steevems. 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. | 

Jew. I have a jewel here.^ 

Mer. O, pray, let's fec't : For the lord Timon, 

fir? 
Jew. If h<^ will touch the cflimatc:' But, for 

that-- 

Poet. When mt-f&r recompenje * have praised the 
vile^ 
Iljlains the glory in that happy verfe 
Which aptly Jings the good. 

Mer. 'Tis a good form. 

[Looking on the jewel: 
Jew. And rich : here is a Water, look you. 
Pain. You are rapt, fir^ in fomc work, fomc 
dedication 
To the great lord. 

^ Poet. A thing flippM idly from me. 

Our poefyisas a gum, which oozes ^ 
From whence 'tis nourifhied: The fire Tihe flint 
Shows not, till it bp ftruck ; our gentle flame 



• Be pafes. 

/ havi a jewel kere,] The fyllable waotiDg in this line, might 
be Tcftored by reading t 

He ^tf^iJ.—Look, / kavi et jewel here, Steevbn3. 

' iojick the ejimate :] Come up to the price. Joitkson. 

' Wken we for reeomfemfe 8cc.] We muft here fuppofe th* poet 
bufjr in reading hts own woik ; and that thefe thr#e lines are the 
sntTodudion of the poem aTidrcfled to Timon, which b6 afterwards 
gives the painter an account of. Wmbukton. 

• wUci oozes — ] The foVio copy reads ^ ^'^^^^^ *(A^' 

The modern editors have given it — which ijfu^s, Jownson. 

Gnus and ijfves were infcrted by Mr. Popej oozes by Dr.Johnfon, 

MELONS. 

The tvo oldcft copies read : 

Our poe^e is as a gowne which ufes. SxEtVEKS, 

B 4 
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8 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Provokes itfelf, sind, like the current, flics 

Each bound it chafes.* What have you there? 

* -? — and^ like the curuni^ files 

Bach bound it chafes.] Thus the folio rcadt, and rightly. In 
later cdiiions — chafes, Warburton'. 

This fpeech of the poet is very obfcure. He fecms to boaft the 
copiouroefs and facility of his veiQ, by declaiing that yerfes drop 
from a poet as gums from odoriferous trees, and that his flame 
Vindles itfelf without the violence neceflary to elicit fparkles from 
the flint. What follows next ? that it, like a current^ Jlies each 
bound it chafes. T^is may mean, that it expands itfelf notwith* 
landing all obilrudious : but the images in the comparifon are fo 
ill'forted, and the tStSt fo obscurely cxprefled, that I cannot but 
think fomething omitted that conneded the laft fentence with, the 
former. It is well known that the players often flfortcn fpeeches to 
quicken the reprefentatipn : and it may be fufpeded, that they 
fpmetimes pci formed their s^mputations W^th more bafle than judge* 
ment. Johnson. 

Perhaps the fenfe is, that having touched on one fubjeS^ it flies ojf 
in queft of anolheu The old copy feems to read: 

Each bound it chafes. 
The letters / and / are not always to be diftinguiflied from t^ch 
other, efpecially when the types have been much worn, as in the 
firft folio. If chafes be the true reading, it is beft explained by the 

'* fe /equiturque Jugitque — " of the Roman poet. Somewhat 

iimilar occurs in The Tempefl : ' 

** Do chafe the ebbing Neptune, and do fly him , 

" Whev he purfues.'* Steevens. 
The obfcurity of this paflage arifes merely from the miftake of 
the editors, who have joined in one, what was intended by Sbak- 
fpeare as two dillin^ fentences. — • It (bould be pointed thus, ao4 
the^ the fenfe will be evident: 

r ■• ■'- our gentle fiami 

Frovohes it/elf^ and lihe tht current fliesi ^^ 

Each bound it chafes. 
Our gentle flame animates itfelf; it flies like ^ current; and every 
obftacle ferves but to incrcafe its force. M. Mason. 
In Julius Cafar^ we have — 

»» Th< troubled Tyber chafing with her ftores,— ". ' 
Again, in The Legend of Pierce Gavejlon^ by Michael Drayton, iSg^: 

'* Like as the ocean, cA>j^n^ with his bounds^ 

«* With raging billovr ts fiies againil the rocks, 

!• ^nd to the ihore fends forth his hideous founds," 8cc. 

Mmone. 
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T I M G N OF A T H E N S. 9 

Pain^ a pifture, fir. — And when comes your 

book forth ?^ 
Poet. Upon the beels^ of my prefentmcnt,'^ fir^ 
Let's fee yoar piece. 
Pain. 'Tis a good piece.® 

Poet. So *tis : this comes ofi well and excellent.' 



This juroble of incongruous images, fecms to have been de* 
£gni!d, and put itito tbe mouth of the Poeufter, that the reader 
might appreciate his talents : his language therefore ihould not be 
coniidered in the abftrad. Hemlet. 

^ And when comes your boot Jortkf] And was fupplied by 

SirT. HanrocT, to perfeft the mcafurc. Steevens. 

* Upon the heels Sec. ] As foon as my book has been prefented 
to lord Timoo. JOHNSON^ 

' prefentment ] Tbe patrons of Shakfpeare's age do not ap- 
pear to have been all Timons. 

" I did determine not to have dedicated my play to any body, 
becaufe forty Jhiliings I care not for, and above, few or none will 
beflow on thcfe matters. '* Preface to A Woman is a Weathirc^k^ 
by N. Fieldj i6i2. Steevens. 

It fliotild however be remembered, that forty- (hillings at that 
time were equal to at Uafl fix, perhaps eight, pounds at this day. 

Malone. 

^ Tu a good pieci, ] As the metre is here defedive, it is not 
improbable that our author originally wrote — 

TiJ a good piece ^ indeed. 
So, in The Winter* s Tale : 

»* 'Tis grace indeed. " Stbivbns. 

7 this comes off well and excellent. ] The meaning is, the 

figuxc rifes well from tbe tanvas. Cejt hien televi, Johkson. <' 

What' is meant by this term of apptaufe I do not exadly know. 
It occurs again in The Widow^ by Ben Joufon, Fletcher, and 
Middleton : 

^ *' It comes 'ojf very fair yet. *' 
Again, in A TtHck to catch the old One^ 1608: »»Put a good tale 
io bis ear, fo that it comes oj^ cleanly ^ and there's a horfe and mait 
for us. I warrant thee. ** Again, in the firft part of Maifton's 
htonio eind Uellida: 

•* Fla, Faitht^ the fong will fecm to come off hardly. 
^*' Catz. Troth, not a whit, if you fecm to tome eff quickly." 
> Steevens. 
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10 TIM ON OF ATHENS. 

Pain. Indifferent. 

Poet. Admirable: How this grace 

Speaks his own ftanding !* what a mental power 
This eye flioots forth ! how big imagination 
Moves in this lip! to the dumbnefs of the geflure 
One might interpret. ^ 



Hotff this gtzct 



Speaks his own (\anding!] This relates to the attitude of th^ 
figure, ;and meant that it ftaads judicioufly on its own centre. And 
not only fo, but that it has a graceful (landing Ukewife. Of which 
the poet in Hamfet, fpeaking of another piduref fays : 

*» Ajlafion like the herald. Mercury 

** New-lighted on a heaven-ki(Hng hill." 
"which lines Milton feems to have had in view, where he fays of 
Raphael : ( 

»« At once on th* eaftern cliff of Taradife 

«« He li^kfSy and to his proper (hape returns. 

" — -- Liki Maias Jon ktjood."*. Warburton. 

This fentence feems to me obfcure. and, however explained, nol 
♦ery forcible. This gracs fptaks his own Jtandin^^ is only, Tki grsci" 
Julne/s of this JigUT$Jh69is how it Jiands, 1 am inclined to think 
fomething corrupted. It would be more natural and clear thus : 

— — Houf this (landing 

Speaks his own graces! 

Uow this pofiure dijplajs its own graee/ulne/s. But I will indulge 
conjedure further, and propofe to read : 

1- How this grace 

Speaks underftanding ! what a menial power 

This eye /hoots forth I Johnson. 

The «a(rag^, to my apprehe'nGon at leaH, /^/ah its own meanings 
which is, how, the graceful attitude of this figure proclaims that it 
(lands firm on its center, or gives evidence in favour of its own 
figure. Grace is introduced as bearing' witoefs to propriety, A 
iimilac expreflion occurs in Cymbelin*^ A& II. fc. iy^ 
»t . never faw I figures 

•' So likely to report them/elves,^* Steevens. 

» — to the dnmhnefs of the geflure 

One might interpret. ] The figure, though dumb, feems to 
have a capacity of fpeech. The allufioa is to the puppet*(hows, 
or motions, as they were termed in our author's ^ime. The perfon 
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TIMON Of ATHENS. m 

# 

Pain. It is a pretty mocking of the life. 
Here is a- touch; Is't good? 

Poet. Til. fay of it, 

It tutors nature : artificial ftrifc * 
Lives in thcfe touches, livelier than life. 



wh9 fpoke for the puppets wa» called an iniirpreUr, See a note on 
Hamlei, AB. UI. fc. v. Malone. 

Rather — one might venture to fupply words to fuch intelligible 
adion. Sucii figuiBcaiit gefture afcertaios the fentiments tliai fliould 
accompany it. STEEVENb. 

• artijicial ftrifc — ] Slrife for adion or motion. 

War&drtok. 

Sirifi is either the coutefi of art with nature*. 

Hie tile eft Raphael , timuU^ quo Jofpite vinci 

Rerum magnu parenSj if moriente mori. 
or it is thtf contraft ol forms or oppoficion of colours. JOHNSOM.v 

So, under the print of Noah Bridges, by Faithorne: 
" Faithorne, with nature at a noble Jrife, 
^« Ha(h paid the author a great (hare of life. ** &c. 

STt;EVENS% 

And Ben Jonfon, o^n behead of Sbakfpeare by Droefliout: 
*' This figure' which thou here fceft put, 
•' It was for gentle Shakfpeare cut : 
•' Wherein the graver had a firife 
*' With nature^ to ouUdoo the life, ** Henley. 

That artijicial Jlrife means, as Dr.Johnfon has explained it, the 
sonteji of art with nature, and not tke conlrajl of forms- or oppo/itioii 
jof colours^ may appear from our author's Venus and Adonis^ wber: 
ihe fame thought is mort clearly exprelTed : 

** Look, when a painter would furpofs the ///3r, 
**> In limning out a well-proportiouM fteed, 
♦* His art with nature's workman/hip at Jrife^ 
*^ As if the dead the living ihould exceed ; 
*' So did this horfe excell," &c. 

In Drayton's Moriimeriados, printed I believe in 1596, (afterwards 
«!mtitlcd The Barons Wars^] there are two lines nearly refcmbling 
thefc : 

** pone for the laft with fuch exceeding ///<?, 

•• As art therein wUh nature were at Jirije, ** Malone. 
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%% TIM ON OF ATHENS. 



Enter certain Senators, and pafs over. 

Pain. How this lord's followed ! 

Poet. The fenators of Athens ; — Happy men ! ^ 

Pain. Look, more! 

Poet. ^You fee this confluence, this great flood 
of vifitors./ 
I have, in this rough work, fhap'd out a man, 
Whom this beneath world ^ doth embrace and hug 
With ampleft entertainment: My free drift 
Halts not particularly, ^ but moves itfelf' 
In a wide fea of wax: ^ no levcird malice * 



' . ■ — Hsppy men ! ] Mr. Theobald reads — happy nan ; and 
certktaly the emeodadoa is fafficientiy plaufible, though the old 
Tcadiog may well ftand. Malone. 

The text is right. The poet envies or admires the felicity of 
the fenators in being Timon's friends, and familiarly admitted to 
his table, to partake of his good cheer, and experience tlie efifeds 
of his l)Ounty. Hitson. 

^ this confiuenct^ this great flood of vifltors^t ] 

Mane Jaiuianium totis vomit adibus undam, Johnson. 

* tkis htncAtb world — ] So, in Mea/ure for Mea/ure^ we 

have — t^Thh under geaerationi'* and in Kin§ Richard II : "--rtbe 
'lower world." StIeevens. ' 

* Halts not particularly^ ] My deGg;a does not fiop at any fiogl^ 
charader. Johnson. 

7 In a wide fea of waK i ] Anciently they wrote upon waxen 
tables with an iron fiile. Hanmer. 

I once thought with' Sir T. Hanmer, that this was only an aU 
lufion to the Roman pra&ice of writing with a flile on waxeii 
tablets; but it appears that the fame cuftom prevailed in England 
^out the year iBgS, and might have been heard of by Shakfpeare. 
It feems alfo to be pointed out by implication iu many of our 
bid collegiate eftablilhmcnts. See Wartou's Uijiorj of Englijh ^oetrj^ 

ypl. in. p. l5l. SXEEVENSr^ 

Mr. Aftle obferves in his very ingenious work. On the Origin and 
Progre/s of Writings quarto, 1784, that *Vthe pradice of writing on 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIMON OF ATHENS. i3 

Jnfe6ls one comma in the conrfe I hold ; 
But flies an eagle flight, bold, and forth on» 
Leaving no traft behind. 

Pain. How ftiall I underftand you? 

Poet. Til unbolt to you. ^ 

You fee how all coudidons, how all minds» 
(As well of glib and flippery creatures/ as 
Of grave and auftere quality,) tender down 
Their fervices to lord Timon : his large fortune/ 
Upon his good and gracious nature hanging. 
Subdues and properties to his love and tendance 
All forts of hearts ;^ yea, from the glafs-fac'd flat«« 

tierer"^ 
To Apemantus, that few things loves better 



table-books covered with v«x was not eotirel)r laid aGde till the 
commeocement of the fourteenth ceotury.** As Sbakfpeare, I be- 
lieve, was not a very profound EngliOi antiquary, it isfurely iin-« 
probable that he Ihould have had any knowledge of a pradice which, 
had been difufed for more than two centuries before he was born. 
The Roman praftice he might have learned from Golding's Trjanf- 
lation of the ninth book of Ovid^s Metamorpho/es: 

^' Her right hand holds the pen, her left doth hold the 
eraptie tuaxe^ ** &c. Malone. 

* — r— %$ leveird malice 8cc. ] To level is to «fm, to point the 
lliot at a mark. Shakfpeare*s meaning is, ray poem is not afatire 
written with any particular view, or levelled at any fiogle perfon ; 
I fly like an eagle into the general expanfe of life, and leave not, 
hy any private mifchicf, the trace of my paffage. Johnson. 

* 17/ unbolt — J I'll open. III explain. Johnson. 

* — — glih and Jlippery creatures^ ] Sir T. Hanmer, and Dr. 
HVarburton after him, read — na/ur^j. 5/t//«fji isyinpoM, un re filling, 

Johnson. 

* Subdues 

All Jertt 6/ hearts;] So, in OtkelU s 
. »* My hfart's fuhdued 

** Even to the very quality of my lord. *' Steevens. 

* glafs-fac'd Jiatierer ~^] That (hows in his look, as hy 

Tcflcdloo, the looks of his patron. Johnson. 
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14 TIMON OF ATHENS- 

Than to abhor himfclf: even he drops down 
The kuce before hiro,^ and returns in peace 
Moft rich .in Timon's nod. 

P^iN. I faw them fpcak together.* 

Poet. Sir, I have upon a high and plcafant hilJ, 

Feign'd Fortune to be thron'd : The bafe o'thc 

mount 
Is rankM with all defer ts/ all kind of natures, 
That labour on the bofom of this fphere 
To propagate their ftates : * amongft them all, 
Whofe eyes are on this fovereign lady^ fix*d. 
One do 1 perfonate of lord Timon's frame, 
^hom Fortune with her ivory hand wafts to her ;^ 
Whofe prcfent grace, to prefent flaves and fervaiSts 
Tranflatcs his rivals, . . 



* even he drops ^own k, ] Either Shatfpeare meant to put 

a falfehood into the mouth of bis poet. Or bad not yet tboroughly 
planned the cbarader of Apeinantus ; for in tlie enfuing feenes, 
bis bebaviour is as cynical t^ Timou as to bis foUow^ts. 

Stfevens. 

The Poet, feeing that Apemantus paid frequent vidts to Tioioa, 
naturaUy^concluded that be vm equally courteous with bis other 
guefts. RiTSON. 

* / f»w tkemjpeak toother.] The word— together^ which only 
ferves to interrupt the meafure, is, I believe, ao interpolation, 
bciug occafionally omitted by .our author, as unneceflary to feofe, 
on fimiUr occafioos^ Thus, in Mea/ure for Mfa/ure: »*--— Bring 
me to hear thtm fpeak;** i. e. to fpeak ' together, to cooveife. 
Again, in another of our author's plays: *• When fpoke ybu laft?*^ 
Nor is the facQe pbrafeology, even at this Lour, out of ufe. 

ST£EV£N«. 

7 -~ /anfi with 0II dejeris,] Covered with r»nh of all kindt 
of men« Johnson.' 

* To propagate ikeirjtates: ] To advance or improve their various 
conditions of life. Johnson. 

* feign d Fortune to ke tkrond: ^ 

— — on this fovereign lady ^c»] 5o» in tkt TmpeJ: 

*' — — bountiful fortune^ 

«' Now mj deur ietdj^ ** &£. MiUONE. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. i5 

Pain. Tis conceived to fcopc* 

This throne, this Fortune, and this hill, methinks, 
With one man beckon'd from the reft below. 
Bowing his head againft the fteepy mount 
To climb his happincl's, would be well cxpre(s*d 
In our condition. ^ 

Poet. Nay, fir, but hear me on : 

All thofc which were his fellows but of late, 
( Some better than his value, ) on the moment 
Follow his flridcs,^ his lobbies fill with tendance, 
Rain facrificial wfaifperings in his car, ^ 
Make facred even his ftirrop, and through him 
Drink the free air. ^ 

Pain. Ay, marry, what of thefe ? 



* — co*€iiv*d4p fcopi^] Properly imagined, appofiuly, to the 

purpofc. J&HNSON. 

^ In our condition. ] Condilion for art. Wakburtok. 

'^ Rain Caciificjal whifptrings in his tart^ ] 1\9 feufc is obviouf, 
and means, in getierat, Jlaiimng him* The , particular kind of 
flaitery may be coUeded from the circumAance of its being offered 
tip in wkijfpeti: wbich {hows it was the calumniating tbofc whom 
Timon hated or envied, or> vhofe vices were oppoiitc to bis own. 
Tiiis offering up,, to the pcrfou flattered, the murdered reputation 
of others, SbabLfpeare, with the utmoff bcuuty of thought and 
cxpreifion, calls faaijicial t#iit//»Viii^i, alluding to the vldims offered 

up to idols. WA&BUK.TON. 

'WhifperiQgs attended with fuch refped and vcfneration as ac- 
compaoy facrifices to the gods. Such, I fuppofe, is the meaning. 

M ALONE. 

* ikrovgk him 

Prini the frst air.] That is, catch his breath in affeded fond« 
Beft. . Johnson. 

A limilar phrafe occurs in Ben Jonfon's Eviry Man in his //u- 
uour J *'*' By this air<y the moft divine tobacco I ever drank!** T# 
drinks in both thefe rnftances, (iguifies to inhale, St£SV£MS. 

So, in our authors Venus and Adouii : 
** His ooitrils drink the air:** 
(Again, in The tempejl: 

**> I dtinrk the air before me. ** Malons. 
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j6 TIMON of ATFTENS. 

Poet. When Fortune, in her ftiift and change of 
mood, 
Spurns down her late belovM, all hb dependants, 
Which labour d after him to the mountain's top, 
Even on their knees and hands, let him Hip down,* 
Not.one accompanying his declining foot. 

Pain. '"Tis common : 
A thoufand moral paintings I can (how,^ 
That fhall. demonftrate thefe quick blows oJF for- 
tune* 
More pregnantly than words. Yet you do well, 
To fhow lord Timon, that mean eyes^ have feen 
The foot above the head. 



* .. — let Aim flip down^ ] ' The old copy reads : 

^ Ift Urn fit down. 

The emendatibn was made by Mr. Rowe. Steevens. 

7 A thou/and moral paintings I tanjhow,] Shakfpeare feems t#^ 
intend in ibis dialogue to expreft fome competiiioa between the 
two great arts of imitation. Whatever the poet declares bimfelf 
to have (hown, the painter thinks he could have fliowa better. 

Johnson* 

* •^.- tkefi quick hlowM of fortune — ] [ Old copy — fortunCs^ — 1 
This was the phrafeology of Shakfpeare's time, as I have already 
obferved in a note on King Jokn^ Vol. XI. p. 322, n. I. The 
modern editors r«ad, more elegantly, — oijoriune. The alteraiioa 
was firft made in the fecond folio, from ignorance of Shakfpeare*s 
didion. Malone, 

Though I cannot impute fuch a corredion to the ignorance of 
the perfon who made it, I can caflly fuppofe what is here ftylcd 
the phrafeology of Shakfpeare, to be only the miftake of a vulgaf 
tranfcriber or printer. Had •ur author been conflant in bis uft of 
this mode of fpeech ( which is not the cafe) the 'propriety of Mr. 
M^lone^s reifiark would have been' readily admitted* Steevens. 

* .. — mean fjr^i — ] i* e. inferior fpedators. So, in Wotion*$ 
Litter to Bacon^ dated March the laft, i6iS : '^ Before their majeftict^ 
and alffloft as many other meaner iyis^**- 8k. Tolklt. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 17 



Trumpets found. , EnUr Timon, attended; the Ser^ 
vant oj Ventidius talking with him. 

Tim. Imprifon'd is he, fay you?* 

Ven. Serv. Ay, my good lord : five talents is his 
debt; 
His means moft fhort, his creditors mod flrait: 
Your honourable letter he defires 
To thofe have fhut him up ; which failing to him, ^ 
Periods his comfort/ 

Tim. ' Noble, Ventidius! Well; 

1 am not of that featheri to IhakeofF 
My friend wheh he muftneed me.^ I do know him 
A gentleman, that well deferves a help, • 

Which he ffiall have : I'll pay the debt, and free 
him. 

Ven. Serv. Your lordfliip ever binds him. 

Tim. Commend me to him ; I wiU fend his ran- 
fom ; . 

And, being enfranchised^ bid him come to me :--^ 



* 'ImpTi/on*d is he, fa^ fouf] Here ^e have aobtber ititerpdlatioit 
deftrudive to the metre. Omittiag— u if, we ought to read: 
Imprifond^ Jay jou ? Steevins. 

' i which failing to him, ] ThoJ the fecon4 folio. The firft 

omits-^/tf Am, and coufequcotly mutilates the Verfe. Steevens. 

^ Periods his comfort, ] To period is, perhaps, a verb of Shak- 
ipcare*s introdufiiioii into the £ngli(h language. 1 find it, however^ 
ufed by Heywood, after him, in ^ l/la%dtnh$ad wtW L$Jl^ iS'iJ^i 

^*- How cafy could 1 p triad all my care.** 
Again, in The Country Girl^ by T. B. 1647 : 

«' To period our vain-gri|evings.** Steevens. 

* — '- — muft rteedme.'] i. e. when he is compelled to hive need of 
riiy affiftancej or, as Mr. Malone has more happily explained the 
pbr^fe,^** cannot but want my affiftance." Steevews. 

Vol. XVII. G 



Digitized by 



Google 



x8 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

•Tis not enough to help the feeble up. 
But to fupport him after. ®— -Fare you well. 
Ven. Se'RV. All happinefa to your honour ! '^ 

[Exit J 

Enter an old Athenian. 

Old Ath. Lord Timon, heat me fpeak. 

Tim. Freely, good father* 

Old Ath. Thou haft a fervaat nam'd Luciiius. 

Tim. I have fo: What of him? 

Old Ath. Moft noble Timon, call the man be-^ 

fore thet. 
TiMi Attends he here^ or no?— ^Luciiius! 

Enter LuciLius. 

Luc. Here, ^t your lordfliip's ferviee. 

Old Ath, This fellow here, lord Timon, thii^ 
thy creature^ 
By night frequents my houfe. I am a man 
That from my firft have been inclined to thrift ! 
And my eftate deferves an heir more rais'd, 
Than one* Which holas at trencher. 

Tim. Well ; what farther? 

* 'tis noi indugi Sec] This thoagbt is htJUfit czprcffed^ hy D#« 
Madcidii in his EUg^ on Ai(hbiJhop Bou'Mr: 

" More ihaa ihey a&M he gave ; and deem*d it mean 
*• Oply to help the poor-^-to beg again.** Johnson, 

it has been faid th^t Dr. Johnfon was paid ten guineas by Dr« 
Madden for cotrcding thi;: poem. Steevens. 

i — ^^ your konour!] The common add^^refs to a Iprd in onr 
«iutbor*s time, vfisyour honour^ which was TudiffereDtly nfed with 
Tour tordfhip. See any old letter, or dedication of that age ; and 
Vol. XV. p. 366, where a Purfuivant, Xpeaking to Lord ifaftisg», 
fays,^** I thank yoitr hnom.'* Steevsns. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 19 

Old Ath. One only daughter have I, no kin elfc, 
On whom 1 may confer what I have got : 
The maid is fair, o'the youngeft for a bride, 
And 1 have bred her at my deujefl coft, 
In qualities of the bell. This man of thine 
Attempts her love i I pr'ythee, noble lord, 
Join with me to forbid him her refort ; 
Myfelf have fpotte in vain. 

Tim. The man is honed. 

Old Ath. Therefore he will be, Timon : * 



• Then/ore he will ht^ timon : ] The thought is ctofely expreffcd, 
and obfcure: but this feems the mealoing: «^ If the maa be hoQcft, 
iny lord, for that reafon he will Ite fo in this; aod not endc;ivoi\r 
at tbeinjullice of gaioing my daughter without ray content. " 

Wakmvrto^. 

I rather thiult an enyeddation neceflary, and read } 
Therefore well be him, Timon : 
fiis kon^Jly rtw^rdi kim in itfeif. 
That is, *« If he is boneft, bene Jit ilH^ I wiQi him the propet 
happinefs of an honefl man, but his honefty gives him no claioi 
%q vfty dangbtfr.*' The firfi tranfcTtber probably wro.te«-rO/i7/ he 
tvi/4 kim^ which the next, not underfiaodiDg, changed to, — ^ ki 
v/ill be. Johnson. 

I think Dt. Warburton*i cxplanalioa is beft, becaule it exafit 
flo change. S6, in JC. Henry VIII : 

*» May he continue 

»* Long in his highnefs' favour: and d$jujtit 

»* For trnlkU/ake emd his confiitna,*' 
Ag^iO). A.ore appofitcly, in Qymbeline: 

»• This hath been 

•' Your faithful fcrvant : I dare lay mine hoQQur 

»* Be will remain fo,'* Stbbvens. 

Therefore he wi^l be, Timon: ] Therefore be will continue to be 
fo, nmA H fjui^ pf bieing fuffic^ntly rewarded by t^e confcioufncfs 
ef virtue s and be docs not need thic additional bUffing of a beautUul 
and a£copipUih«d wile. 

It bai^ b>ec« qbJAded, I forget by whioiii, if tl&e old Ailienian 
means to fay that Lucitius will itiU continue to be virtuous, what 
occaGon has he to apply to Timon to interfere relative to this 
tDarriagc ? Rii» this ^ npaki^f Sh4l(fp4are write ^/ ikt aard. The 

G 2 
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do TIMON OF ATHENS. 

His honefty tcwards hirii in itfelf, 
It muft not bear my daughter.® 

Tim. Docs {he love him? 

'Old Ath. She is young, and apt: 
Our ovvti precedent paffions do inftruft us 
What levity's in youth. 

Tim. [to LuciLius] Love you the maid ? 
Luc. Ay, my good lord, and ftie accepts of it. 
Old Ath. If in her marriage my confent be 
miffing, 
I call the gods to witnefs^ I will choofe 
Mine heir from forth the beggars of the World, 
And difpoffefs her all. 

Tim. How fliall fhebe cndow'd. 

If fhebe mated with an equal hulband?* 

Old Ath. Three talents, on the prefent; in fu- 
ture, all. 
Tim. This gentleman of mine haxh ferv'd me 
long; 
To build his fortune, I will ftrain a little, 



words mean undoubtedly, that he will be boneft^ in bis fener^l 
condufi through life; in' every other adion except that now com* 
plained of. Malonb. 

• bear my Jaugh*er.] A fimilar expreflion occurs in Otketlot 

«» What a full fortune does the thick lips owe, . 
»t If he can carr^ her thus!'* Steevens. 
■ And dijpopfs ktr alL 
Tim. How flail Jhe he tniiwi^ 

If (ht be mated with ari equal hujbandf ] The playen, tboft 
avowed enepairs to even a common elliofis, have here again dif* 
ordered the metre by interpolation. WiU a fingle' idea of our 
author's have been loft, if, omitting the ufelefs and repeated 
v/oidt-'/he he^ we (hould regulate the paflage thus: 
Bow Jhalljhe be 
Endow" d^ ij mated with an equal hujband f SrsEVENSr 
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For 'tis a bond in men. Give him thy daughter: 
What you beRow, in bim Til countcrpoifc, 
And make Jiim Weigh with her. 

Old Ath. Mbft noble lord, 

Pawn me to this your honour, (he is his. 

Tim. My hand to thee; mine honour on my 
promife. 

Luc. Humbly I thank your lordChip : Never may 
That flate or fortune fall into my keeping, 
Which is not ow'd to you !* 

[Exfunt LuciLius and old Athenian. 

Poet. Vouchfafe mry labour, and long live your 
lordftiip ! 

Tim. I thank you ; you fliall hear from me anon : 
Go not away.— What have you there, my friend? 

Pain. A piece of painting; which 1 do befeech 
Your lordQiip to accept. 

Tim. Fainting is welcome. 

The painting is almoft the natural man; • 
For fince difhonour trafficks with man's nature, 
He is but outfide : Thefe pcncifd figures are 
Even fuchas they give out. ^ 1 like your work ; 



Thai JmU or fortune Jsll into my keeping, 

W huh is not ow"d to you!] The meaning is, let me never 
benceforth coniiiler any thing that 1 pofifcfs, but as owed or due to 
}rou : held for your fervice, and at your difpofal. JOHNSON. 
So Lady Macbeth (ays to Duncan: 
'* Your fervantfi ever 

»» Have ihcirs, ihemfclves, and what is thcin, in campt, 
»* To make iheir audit at your higbnefs* pleafure, 
*' Still to return your own.'* Malon£. 

• penciVd figures are 

Even/uch as they give out,] Piaures have no. hypocrifyj they 
lie what they profefi (o be, Johnson. 

C 5 
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Ayidyou Qiallfind, Ilikcit rwaitattcddancc 

Till you hear farther from me. 

^ Pain, The gods prcfcrve you: 

Tim. Well fare you, gentlemen : Give me your 
hand ; 
We muft needs dine together. — Sir, your jewel 
Hath fuflFerM under praife. 

Jew. . What, tny lord ? difpraife? 

Tim. a mcer fatiety of commendations. 
11*1 Ihould pay you for't as 'tis extpU'd, 
It would unclew n^e quite/ 

Jew. My lord, Ms rated 

As thofc, which fell, would give: But you well 

know, 
Things of like value^ dilFering in the owners. 
Are prized by their matters : ^ believe' t, dear lord. 
You mend the jewel by wearing it.^ 

Tim. Well tnock'd. 

Mer. No, mygoodlord; he fpeaks the commoi^ 
tongue, 
Which all men fpcak with him. 

Tim. Look, who comes here. Will you be chid? 



* «-»r- uaclew mr ^uitt, ] To unchw is to iinwtnd a ball of . 
thread. To utcUw a map, is to draw out the whole pad of hi^ 
fortunes. Johnson. 

So, in The Two Gtnilmtn of Virona : 

^^ Therefore as you unwind her love from him,— 
u Ypu muft provide to bottom it on me^** 
$et Vol. IV. p. 246, n. 9. ST£fiVB«s. 

' Are prized by ihtir makers! ] Are rated according to^ tb^ 
efteem in which their poflefl'or is held. Johnson. 

\ -i— ^ %y xtfemingit ] Qld copy— ^jp the utegring it, 

STlEy£Nf* 
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Enter Apemantus.' 

Jew. We will bear, with jrour lordfhip. 

Mer. He'll fparenone* 

Tim. Good morrpw to thee, gentle Apemantus! 

Apem. Till 1 be gentle, flay for * thy good mor- 
row; 
When thou att Timon's dog,^ and thefc knavci 
honcft, 

TiNf. Why doft thou call them knaves? thou 
know'ft them not. 



7 Entgr Apemantus. ] See this charader of a cynic finely drawa 
bylucian, in his Audton of the P kilo/of htrs i and how wdl Sba|^- 
ipearc ba6 copied it. Warburton. y 

• ftaj for — ] Old copy — Jlaj thou fot-i-. With Sir T. 

Haomer I have omitted the ufelefs tJ^oUy (which the compoiitor*! 
eye might have caught from the following line,) bccaufe it diforderi 
the metre. Steevens. 

• When thou art Timon's dog, ] When thou haft gotten a belter 
cbarafter, and inftead of being Timon as thou art, Qialt be 
changed to Timon*s dog, and become more worthy kindnefs and 
falutation. Johnson. 

This is fpoken J^«jtTi;c5f, *« Mr. Upton fays fomewhere:— 
'ftriking his hand on his brcaft. 

. ** Wot you who named me firft the lanj;e*s dogge?** fay* 
Ajiftippus in Damon and Pythias, Farmer. 

Apemantus, I think, means to fay, that Timon is not to receive 
1 fenUfe good morrow from him till that (hall happen which never 
willhappeh; till Timon is transformed to the (hapc of his dog, 
nnd hit knavilh followers become honcft men. S»;iy for^hy good 
morrow, fays he, till I be gentle, which will happen at the fame 
lime wbch thou art Timon*s dog, &c. i. e. never. Malone. 

Mr. Malone has jnftly explaine'd the drift of Apcmrvntus. Such 
another reply occurs in 7'roi/itj«»rfCr«jpJa, where, UlylTcs, dcftroui 
tp avoid a kifs from Creffida fays to her; give me one 
" Whexj Hcleu ^ a maid again," Sec. Steevens., 
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^4 TIMON OF ATHENS- 

Apem. Are theynot Ahenians?' 

Tim. Yes. 

APtM. Then I repent not. 

Jew. You.knowme, Apemantus. 

Apem. Thou know*ft, I do ; I call'd thee by thy 
name. 

Tim, Thou art proud, Apemantus. 

Apem. Of nothing fo much, as that I am not 
like Timon. 

Tim.* Whither art going ? 
* Apem. To knock out an honeft Athenian's brains. 

f IM. That's a deed thou It die for. 

Apem. Right, if doing nothing be death by the 
la>v. 

Tim. How likeft thou this pifture, Apemantus? 

Apem. The beft, for the innocence. 

Tim. Wrought he not well, that painted it ? 

Apem.Hc wrought better, that made the painter ; 
and yet he's but a filthy piece of work. 

Pain. Youareadog. * 

Apem. Thy mother's of my generation ; What'^ 
flie,iflheado^? 

Tim. Wilt dine with me, Apemantus ? 

Apem. No; I eat not lords. 

Tim. An thou flaopld'ft, thou'dft anger ladies. 



7 Au they not Athtnians I ] The ytxj imperfed ftate in which th« 
ancient ^py of this play has reached us, leaves a doubt whether 
{"everal Ihort fpeeches in the prefent fcene were defigned for verfe 
or profe. I have therefore made no attempt at regulation. 

Steevens. 

* Pain. Tou are a dog, ] This fjpeech, which is given to the 
fainter in the old editions, iu^the 'modern ones muft have t^een 
transferred to the Poit by miftake : it evidently belongs to tht 
former. Ritson; 
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Apem. O, they eat lords; fo they come by great 
bellies. 

Tim. That's a lafcivions apprchenfion, ; 

Apem. So tbon appr^hcnd'ft it: Take it for thy 
labour. 

Tim. How doft thou like this jewel, Apcmantus? 

Apem. Not fo well as plain -dealing,® which will 
not coft a man a doit. 

Tim. What doft thou think 'tis worth ? 

Apem. Not worth my thinking. — How now, 
poet? 

Poet. How now, philpfophcr ? 

Apem. Thoulieft. 

Poet. Art not one? 

Apem. Yes. . 

Poet. Then I lie not. 

Apem. Art not a poet? 

Poet. Yes. 

Apem. Then thoulieft: look in thy laftwork, 
wbcre thou haft feign'd him a worthy fellow. 

Poet. That's not feign'd, heisfo. 

Apem. Yes, he is worthy of thee, and to pay 
tbee for thy labour: He, that loves to be flatter'd, 
18 worthy o'the flatterer. Heavens, thet I were a 
lord! 

Tim. What would'ft do then, Apemantus? 

Apem. Even as Apemantus does now, hate a lord 
with my heart. 

Tim. What, thyfelf ? 



* Netfo well as fl^in*dealing^ ] Alluding tp the proverb : »» Plain 
^ealiog is a f/ovf/, but they th^ ufe it d^e beggars.** 

Steevens. 
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26 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

A^EM^ Ay. 
Tim. Wherefore? 

Apem. That I had no angty wit to be a lord*'— 
Art not thou a merchant ? 



^ * That I had no ingry wit to hi a hri. ] ihu tfcadih| is al>rurd, 
and nniatelllgiblc. 6ut, ai I have reftoted the text. 

That I had fo hungry a wit to be a lord^ 
it is fatirical enoogh of confcicncc, viz. I wOiiVd bite myfelf, tot 
Iiaving no tfiore wit than to covet fo infigiaifirant a title. In tht 
fame fenfe, Shakfpcare ufcs Uan-mtttd in his King Richard 11 : 

**^ And thou a lunatick, lean'witted tool.** Warbu&ton. 
The meaning may be^ — I (bonld hate mvfelf for patiently tn* 
during to be a lord. This is ill enongb expreifed. Perhaps fome 
happy change may fct it right. I have tHcd, and can do nothin^t 
yet 1 cannot heartily concur with Dr. Warburton. Johnson. 
Mr. Heath reads: 

That J had fo wronged my wit to be a lord. 
But the pafTage before us, is, in my opinio n, irremediably cor* 
rupted. Steeveks. 

Perhaps the compofitor has tranfpofed the WQrds, and they fliould 
be read thus : 

Angry that J had no wity — to be a lord, 
pr. 

Angry to be a lord^ — that I had no wit. Blackstoni. 
Perhaps We tbould read : 

That 1 had an dn^ry vtith to bt k lord ; 
meaning, that be would hate himfclf for having wiftied in bis 
an^er tO becoitae a lord — For it is in anger that he fays: 

^i Heavens, that I were 1 lord!" M. Mason. 
I belieVi Shfkfpeare was thinking of the common expreflion— i 
he has wit in his anger; and that the difficulty arifes here, as ia 
many other places, from the original editor's paying no attentioit 
to abrupt f«nt*nces. Our author, I fuppofe, wfOtc : 

That J- had no angry wit, — To b* a lord! 

Art thou, 8cc. 
Apemantus is afked, why after having wifhed to be a lord, he 
ihould^hate bimfelf. He replies, — For thisreafon; that I had no 
wit I or difcreiipo ] in my anger^ but Was abfurd enough io wifh 
myfelf one of that fet of men, whom i defpife. He then exclaims 
v/ith indignation — To be a lord! — Such is my conje^ure, im 
which however I hivt not fo mu^h c6hfidenc6 as tO depart from 
the mode in which this paflagb had f^een hiihertt) <^h^bited. 

MM.ONK* 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. ly 

Mer. Ay, Apcmantus. 

Apem. TrafEck confound tl;iee| if the gods wiU 
not! 

Mer. If traffick do it, the gods do it* 

A?£M. TrafiBck'sthygod, and thy god Gonfoan4 
thee! 

Trumpets /dund* Enitr A Servant, 

.Tim. What trumpet's tha,t? 

Serv. ' 'Tis Alcibiades» and 

Some twenty horffc, all of companiotifliip.^ 

Tim. Pray, entertain them ; give therti guide to 

us. — [ Exeunt Jome Attendants. 

you /nuft needs dine with me^-^Go notybu hence. 

Till I have thank'd yoti ; and^ when dinner's doue,^ 

Show me this pi6ce* — I am joyful of your fights.—- 

Enter Algibiades, tpith his Company. 

Moft welcome, fir! [They/qlute. 

Apem. So, fo! there! — 

Aches contrail an dftarve your fupple joints ! — 
That tkere {hould be fmall love *mongft thefe fweet 

knaves, 
And all this courtTy ! The flrain of man'sbrcd out 
Into baboon and monkey.^ 

'— — all of companion/hip. ] This expttlfioa doei ndt mean barely 
that they all belong to one CO oipatay, but ihsit Hiy bre all fjuh di 
AUibiaies honours with his acqunintanct^ and Jets on a Ittel with 
kimfelf. STElVENi. 

^ and, wl^tn dinner's doni^'\ And^ which is wanting in the 

firft foliOf is fuppUed by the fccond. Steevews. 

* — - — Thejlrain of man* s Ired out 

Into kaboon and monkey, 1 Man is exhaufted and degenerated ; 
pUJrqin ox lineage ^ worn do^n into sl monkey. Joh^ison/ 
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1$ TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Alcib. Sir, you have fav'd my longing, and I feed 
Moft hangrily on your fight. ' 

Tim. Right welcome, fir: 

Hre we depart,^ we'll fliare a bounteous time 
lu diflfcreutpleafures. Pray you, let us in. 

[Excuni all but Apemantus. 

Enter two Lords. 

1. Lord. What time a day is't, Apemantus? 
Apem. Time to be honeft. 

1 Lord. That time fcrves ftilU 

Apem. The moft accurfcd thou/ that flill omit'Il 

it. 
St. Lord. Thou art going to lord Timon's'feaft. 
Apem. Ay; to fee meat fill knaves, and. wine 

heatfof)ls. 

2. Lord. Fare thee well, fare thee well. 
Apem. Thou art a fool, to bid me farewell twice, 
^. Lord. Why, Apemantus? 

Apem. Shouldft have kept one to thyfelf/ foj I 
mean to give thee none. 



' Ere we depart,] Who depart ? Though Alcibiades was to 
leave Tiraoo, Timon was not Ip jdepart. Common feofe favout^ 
my emeadadoa. Theobald. 

Mr. Theobald propofes — depart. Common fenfc may favour it, 
but an acquaintance with the laaguage of Shakfpeare would uot 
have been quite fo propitious to his emendation. Depart aud pari 
have the fame meaning. So, in King John: 

** Hath wi'Ungly J^/ar/«^ with a part,'* 
i. e. hath willingly parted with 'a part of the thing in queftionA 
See Vol. XI. p. 355, n. 2. Steevei^s. 
^ The moft accurjed thou.^] Read : 

The more accurjed thou^^-r-* RiTSQN. 
So in The Two Gthtlemen of Verona : 

'* The mu degenerate aud bafc art thou-r*** Sr£KVkN9» 
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T I M O N OF A T H EN S. 29 

1 . LaRD, - Hang thyfelf. 

Apem. No. I will do nothing at thy bidding: 
make thy requefts to thy friend. 

2. Lord. Away.unpeaceable dog, or Til fpurn 
thee hence. 

Apem. 1 will fly, like a dog, the heels of the afs. 

[Exit. 

1. Lord. He's oppofite to humanity. Come, 

fhall we in, 
And tafte lord Timon's bounty ? he outgoes 
The very heart of kindnefs. 

2. Lord. He pours it out; Plutus, the god of 

gold. 
Is but his fteward : i^o mecd,^ but he repays 
Sevenfold above itfelf; no gift to him. 
But breeds the giver a return exceeding 
All nfe of quittance.* ^ 

1. Lord. The nobleft mind he carries, 
Thatevergoverti'd man. 

2. Lord. Long may he live in fortunes! Shall 

we in? 
J. Lord. I'll keep you company. [Sxeurit. 



"^ no mee.d,] Meedy which in general Bgnifies rewafd o^ 

tecompeoce, in this place feems to mean deferi. So, in Hey\vood*» 
Silver A gty i6i3: , 

*' And yet thy body meeds a better grave," 
t. e. deferves. Again, in a comedy called Look about jou^ 1600: 

*» Thou (halt be rich in^ honour, full offpced; 

*» Thou (halt win foes by fear, and friends by meid,*^ 
See Vol. XV, p. 45, n\ 6. Steevens. 

' Allufe 4if quitletna,] i. e. all the cufiomary rcturni made is 
difcharge of obligations. tVARBURTON. 
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So TI^ION OF ATHENS, 

S C E N E 11. 

Thejamt. A Room of Stait in TihiOh's Hovje. 

Hautbdy^ playing loud mufick. A great banquet Jirved 
in;* Flavius and others attending; then enter 
TiMOK, Alcibiax>es, Lucius, Lucullus, $eki- 
PRONius, and oM^r . Athenian Senators, with 
Ventidius md Auendants. Then corner, drop* 
pi^g after all, AvEMAfiTVS.^4iJcontentedly,^ 

Ven. Moft honoured Timon, 't bath pleas'dthe 
gods remember^ 
My father's age, awd call him to long peace. 
He is gone happy^ and ba§ left me rich : 
Then, as in grateful virtue 1 am bound 
To your free heart, I do return tbofe talents, 
Doubled, with thanks, and fervice, from whofc 

help 
I derived liberty. 

Tim. O, by no means, 

Honeft Ventidius : you miftake my love ; 
I gave it freely ever; and there's none 
Can truly f^y, he gives, if he receives : 

* .r..^. di/conitntedtj,'^ The ancieat Aage-dlrfaioor adds— /ii^ 
himjelj, Steevehs. 

• Mojt k$90ur*d Timpn^ '/ ha^ti fleas* 4 the gods rememUr — ] The 
old copy reads — io^nmemkir. Butt have oraiuedf for the Qike of 
metre, and in conformity to our auihor*s pradice oo other occa* 
lioss, the mdvtrb^e. Tbui in King Henry ¥111, Aft IV. ft. ii. 
Vol.XVl. p. i58: 

«( Patience, is that letter 

** I caus*d you write, yet fent away?** 
Every one muft be aware that the particle — to was pwrpofely lef^ 
•ut, before the verb— iifriVi. Svbivens. 
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TI MO N OF ATHENS. 3i 

If our betters play at that game, wc ranft not dare 
To imitate them; Faults thatare rich, arc fair/ 

• If our hetiers plaf ai tkst g^me^ tm mnjt not dare 

To imitate them; Faults Hat are rich,, are f4ir,'[ Tlicfc tW<^ 
lines are abfurdly given to TimoD. They fhobld be read thus: 
Tifb. // our betters play at that ^ame^ toe mujt not. ' 

Apem. Dare to imitate them. Faults ikat ^re rich are fit\r, ' 
This is faid fatirically, and in charader. It was a fober refl^dioa 
jD Timon ; who by our hetiers theant the gods, which require to 
be repaid for benefits received ; bat it ivould ht inopiety in men 
to cxped the faone obfervance fqr the tiifliog good they do* 
Apenaantus, af;reeably to his charader, perverts this fentiment ; ai 
if rtfnt>a had fpoke of earthly grandeur and potentates, who expert 
largeft returns for their favours; and therefore, ironically replies 
as above. WARBUnroN. 

I cannot fee that thefe lines are tnore proper in any other month 
than litnon's, to whofe chtrader of geoeroflty and coodefceofion 
they are very fuitable. To fuppofe that by our betters are meaivV 
the god«, is very harfli, becaufe to imitate the gods has been hiw 
therto reckoned the bighcft pitch of human virtae. The whole if 
a trite and obvious thought, uttered by TimOn with 9 kind of 
aff^eded modefty. If I would make suay s^Ueration^ it (hould be 
only to reform the numbers thus : 

Our hettefs play that gams ; w* mujl not daro 
*t imitaie tkem: faults that are rich are fair. JOHNSOV. 
The fauUs of rich perfous, and which contribute to the increaff 
tff riches, wear a plaufible appearance, and as the world goes are 
thought fair ; but they are faults ngtwithflaodiug. Hfath. 

Dr. Warburton wiih his ufual love Of ionovAtion, tranjtfers'thf 
laft word of the firfl of thefe lines, and the whole of the fccoud 
to Apemantus. Mr. Heath has juftly obferved that this cannoi 
have been Shakfpeare's intention, for thus Apemantus would be 
made to addrefs Timon perfooally, who muft therefore have feen 
atod heard him; whereas it iappears. from a fubfequent fpeech that 
Timon hi^d not yet taken notice of him^ as be^ faliutes biin wiUi 
fome furpri^e— r 

** O, Apemantus!— you are welcome." 
The terqx-^our ietters, being ufed by the ij^ferior cWrcsofmew 
n^beo they fpeak of their fuperiors in the ftate, S.hakfpeare wfo« 
ificfe words, with his ufual laxity, to e&prefl pfi:fqns of high 
^nk au)d fortune. Malqns^ 

So, in King Lear^ Ad HI. fc. vi. Edgar fays, (feferring to th« 
4lftraded king) : 

*' When we our hitters fee bearing our woei, 

•» Wc fcircely tb«ok our mifeiies om ^ts.*^ Si«sv«(&^ 
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Ssi TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Ven . A noble fpirit. 

[They all Jland ccrcmonioujly lookingon Timon. 
Tim. Nay, my lords, ceremony 

Was bat dcvis'dat firft, to fcta glofs 
Gn faint deeds, hollow welcomes. 
Recanting goodnefs forry ere 'tis ftiown ; 
But where there is truefriendftiip, there needs none. 
Pra^, fit ; more welcome are ye tp my fortunes, 
Than my fortunes to me* [They fit i 

1. Loud. My lord, we always have confeft'd it. 
Apem. Ho, ho,confefs'd it? hang'd it, have you 

not?* , , 
Tim. O, Apemantus !— you are welcome. 
Apem. No, 

You {hall not make me wclconie: 
I come to have thee thruft me out of doors. 

Tim. Fie, thou art a churl ; you h^ve got a hu-» 
mour there 
Does not become a man, 'tis much to blame : — 
They fay, my lords, that ^ ira Juror brevis eji^ 
But yond' man's ever angry. ^ 
Go, let him have a table by himfelf; 
For he does neither affeft company^ 
Nor is he fit for it, indeed. 

Apem. Let me flay at thine own peril, ^ Timon ; 

• confe/s^dit? hang d it, have you «o/?} There f^cms to' 

be fome allufion here to a common proverbial fayiog of Shakfpdare*s 
time: '» Confcfi and be hang'd." Set Othello, AdlV. fc. i. - 

Malone. 

' They jay, my lords, that — ] That was inferted by SirThomai 
Hanmer, for the fake of mettc. Steevens. 

* But yond* man's ever angry,] The old copy, has— very an^rjr ; 
ivhich can hardly be right. The cmtndation now adopted was:' 
made by Mr. Rowe. Malon£. 

Perhaps we fhould read — But yon man*s very an^^r ; i. e. angei^> 
itfelf, which always maintains its violence. Steev£NS. 

! «— ^ at thim own p«nl, } The old copy reads^^^ thine apperiU 
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TIMON OF ATHENS- 33 

1 come to obfcrve ; 1 give thee watdidg on*t. 

TiMw I take no heed of thee ; thou art an Athe*» 
.man; therefore welcome : 1 myfelf would have no 
power-/ 'prythce, let my meat make thee filent. 

Apem. I fcorn thy meat ; 'twould choke me, for 
I Chould 
Ne'^er flatter thee/ — O you gods! what a number 
OF men eat Timouj and he fees them not! 
It grieves me, to fee fo many dip their meat 
In one man's blood ; ^ and all the madnefs is^ 



I tiate tiot 'been able to find fucli a word in any Didokikfy, bbr it 
it reconcileable to etymology. I have therefore adopted an emenda« 
tion made by Mr. Steevens. Majlon£. 

Jpperil^ the reading of the old editions, may be right, though 
no other inftance of it has been, or poffibly can be produced. It 
is, however, in adual ufe in the metropolis, at this day. 

RiTSONi 

* / fnyjtlj ^ould have no power:] If this be the true, 

reading, the fenfe is,-— all Athenians are welcome to jhare my fortune t 
I would myfelf have ho exclufive right or power in this koufe, 
Perhaps .we might read, — I tnjjelf would have no poor, t would 
hive every Athenian conAder hitnfelf as joint poflTeiTor of my 
fottttne. JoHNSOii. 

1 uodcrfland Timon*s meaning to be : / myfelf would have no powet 
to make the^ filent, but t wifh thoU would*ft let my meat make tkee 
Jilint, Timon, like a polite landlord, difclaims all power bVer thti 
meaneft or moft troublefome of his guefts." Tyrwhitt. 

Thefe words refer to what follows, not to that which precedes* 
I claim no extraordinary powet in right of my being majlif of Jhe kou/e i 
J wifli not ly my commands to in^pofe ^lence on any one: but though 
J »lfelf do not enjoin you to Jtlencey let rny meal flop y6Ur rhouth. 

Malon^^ 
^ t /torn thy meat: *twould choke me, for t fhould 

NeUr fiaittr thieJ\ The meaning is, — I could not fwallow thy 
meat, for I could not pay for it with flattery; and what was given 
me with an ill will would ^ick in my throat. Johnson. 

lor hal heje perhaps the fignificatlon of becaufe* So, in Othello r 

cft ^ Haply, for I am black." Maloni. 

• fo many dip their meat 

In one man\s blOod i\ The alliifion ii to a pack of hound* 

Vol. XVII. D 
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34 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

He cheers them up too. 

I wonder, men dare truft themfclves with men ♦ 
Methink&y they /houldinvite them without knives i^- 
Good for their meat, and fafcr for their lives. 
There^s much example for't ; the fellow, that 
Sits next him iiow, parts bread with him, and pledges 
The breath of him in a divided draught, 
Is the readieft man to kill him : it has been provM. 
Ifl 

Were a huge man, I fhould fear to drink at meals ; 

Left they fliould fpy my windpipe's dangerous notes:' 

Great men fliould drink with harnefs * on their 

throats. . 

Tim. My lord, in heart ; ^ and let the health go 

round, 

trained to purfViit'by being gratified with the blood oFan Aoimal 
tvbich they kill, and the wonder is that the animal On which the/ 
are feeding chars M^m to the chafe. JOhnson. 

* Methinksj they Jktuli invitt than without knivei^] It was the 
\cuftoni in our author's time for every gueft to bring his own knife, 
which he occafionally whetted on a fione that hung behind the 
door. One of thefe whetftones may be feen in Parkinfon^iMufcum. 
They were flrangers, at that period, to the ufe of forks, Ritson. 

* windpipe's dangerous notes:] The notes of the wind- 
pipe feem to be only the Indications which (how where the wind- 
pipe is. Johnson. 

Shakfpcare is very fond of making ufe of mufical terms, wheii 
he is fpeakio|^ of the human body, and windpipe and notes favour 
flroogly of a quibble. SteeVens. 

* : with harnefs — ] i. e. armour. See Vol. XI. p. «55, n. 7. 

Steev£n9. 

' My lord^ in heart;] That is, my lord's health with fiHCertiy. 
An emendation has been ptogofed thus: 

My love in heart; 

but it is not tieceflary. Johnson, 

So, in The Queen of Coriuth^ by Beaumont and Fletcher: 
»t 1 will be never more in heart to you." 
Again, in King Henry IV. I'art I. Ad IV. fc. i*: 

*( — tn heart defiriog Aill 

(* You may behold/* 8cc. 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. 35 

2. Lord. Let it flow thi4 way, my Good lord. 

Apem. Flow this way! 

A brave fellow ! —he keeps his tides well. Timon, 
Thofe healths^ will make thee, and thy flate, look 

ilL 
Here's that, which is too wieak to be a finner, 
Jioneft water, which ne'er Iqft man i*the mire : 
This, and my fodd, are eqdals ; there's no odds. '] 
Feafls are too proud to give thanks to the god^. 

' Apemantus's Grace. 

Imrhortal gods, I crivc no pelf; ' 
/ pray for no man but mfjelf: 
Grant I may never prove Jo fond. 
To trvjl Than on his oath or bond;, 
Vr a harlot, for her weeping; 
, Or a dog, that feeks a JUeping; 
Or a keeper with my freedom; ' 
Or my friends, if I Jhould need \rh. 
Amen: So fail toU: 
Rich men f,n^ and I eat foot. * 

{Eats and drinks. 
'Much good dich thy good heart, Apfemantus! 

Ag^iio, lo Lovis LahouTS LoJI, AGt y. fc. ii : 
^<' ^— ..» Ooft thou not wi(h in hcatif 
i*^ The chd^a were longer, and the letter (hort?*' 

Stebvens. 
* — — . Titnon, 

Thofe hialths — ] This fpcoch, except ^be concluding couplet, 
is primed as pro^e in ^t^e copy $ nor could it be exhibited at. 
verfsbut by tradsferriog the word Timont wbich follows — hok illj 
to its prefent place. The ^raofpoliiion was made by Mr. Capell. 
The word might have been an interlineation, and fo have been 
mifplaced. Ye^ after all, I fufped many of the fpeeches in this 
play, which the modern editors have exhibited in a loofe kind of 
meue^ were intended by the author as profej in which form the/ 
appear in the ,old copy. Malone. 
i Rich m^n fin, ] Dr, Farmer propofes to read—jin^. S.£e:». 

D 3 
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26 TIMON O^ ATHENS. 

Tim. Captain Alcibiades, your hearths in the 
field now, 

Alcib. My heart is ever at your fcrvice, my lord, 

Ttm. You had ratther be at a breakfaft of cne** 
mies, than a dinner of friends. 

Alcib. So they were bleeding-new, my lord, 
there's no meat like them ; 1 could wifli my beft 
friend at fuch a feaft. • 

Apem. * Would all thofc flatterers were thine 
enemid^ then ; that then thou might'fl: kill *em, and 
bid me to 'em. 

1. Lord. Might we but have that happinefs, my 
lord, that you would once ufe our hearts, whereby 
we might exprefs fomc part pf our zeals, we (hould 
think ourfelves for ever perfefl;.' 

Tim. O, no doabc, my good frieads, but the gods 
themfelves have provided that I (hall have much 
hetp from you: How had you been my friends 
clfe? why have you that charitable tide from thou- 
fan^s, did you not chiefly belong to my heart?' I 

• -/ar ivn perfeS, ] That U, irrived at the perfedion •€ 

bappinefi John50N. 
So, in M.Mcbetk : 

*■*> Then comei mjr fit again; I had elfe been perftSs — .** 

Stbevens. 
7 How had yon been my friends tlftf why have yon that chart lable 
title from tkonfandSy did you not chiefly belong to my heart /J Charitabk 
fignifies, dear, codcaring. So, Milton : 

** Relation) dear, and all the (harities '' 

♦• Of father, foo, and brother — — .*• . 
Alms^ in EngUfli, are caHed charities^ and from thence we raajf 
colled that our anceftors knew well in what the virtue of almi* 
giving confided ; not in the «<?, but in the di/pojition, 

Warburtom. 

The meaning i* probably this: — Why are you difiinguiftied 

from thoufands by that title of endearment, was there not a par* 

tiiptilarconncdioa and interc9urfe of teadcmcfs between you and 

iie? Johnson, 
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TIMON OF ATHENS- Sj 

have told more af you to myfelf, than you can with 
modefty fpcak in your own behalf; and thus far I 
confir^n you.' O, you gods, think I, what need 
we have any friends, if we fliould never have need 
of them? they were the moft needlef& creatures 
living, fhould we ne'er have u(e for them: and' 
would moft refemble fweet inftrumcnts hungup'in 
cafes, that keep ihcir founds to themfelves. Why, 
1 have often wifli'd myfelf poorer, that I might 
come nearer ro you. We are born to do benefits : 
and what better or properer can we call our own, 
than the riches of our friends ? O, what a precious 
comfort Ms, to have fo many, like brothers, com« 
manding one another's fortunes ! O joy, e'en made 
away ere it can be born!* Mine eyes cannot bold 
out water, methinks:^ to forget their faults, I 
drink to you. 

' / ionjirm yon, ] I fix your charaderi firmly lo my own mind* 

Johnson. 

• thty were ike mojl needlefs rrtulures livings JhouU ue nier 

hae ufe for ikfn: gnd — ] Thi» paflage I have rcflored from th« 
old copy. Steevens. 

* jojy e*en made •way ere it can be hom ! ] Teari being the 
cffed both of joy and grief, fuppUed otir author with an oppor* 
tunity of concrit, which he feldom fails to indulge. Timon, 
weeping wiih a kind of tender pleaPure, cries out, Ojoy^ e\n madi 
away, ileftroycd, turned to tears, before it can kt horn^ before it 
can be fully poffefled. Johnson. 
So, in Romeo and Juliet : 

«« Ibefe violent delights have violent ends, 
*• And io their triumph die^" 
The old copy has— J0;j. It was correded by Mr. Rowe« r 

Malone. 
' Mine eyes cannot held out wattr^ melhinh s ] lo the original edition 
the words fbod thus : Mine eyes cannot hold ovi xvater^ methiuks. 
to forget their faults ' I drink to yon. Perhaps ihe true jcadiug U 
this : Mine eyes cannot hold out ; they water, Methinks, to Jifget their 
j0ults^ J will drinh to you. Or it may be explained without any 
change. Mine eyfs cannot hold cut water^ that it, ci&not keep 
water from breaJLing in upon thsm. Johnson. ^ 

D S 
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58 TIl^ON OF ATHENS. 

Apem. Thou weep'ft to make them drink/ Ti- 
mon. 

2. Lord. Joy had the like cpnccption in our eyes. 
And, at that inflant, like a babe^ fprung up. 

Apem. Ho, ho ! 1 laugh to think that babe a 
^ baftard. 

3. Lord. I pi)omifeyou,aiy lord, you mov'dme 

much. 
Apem. Much!^ [Tuckci founded. 



^ to make them d/ini, ] Sir T. Hai;imer reads: — to mait 

M#)R drink thee i and ii followed by Dr. Warbof too, I tbiok, 
ivitbout fufficient reafon. Th« covert fenfe of ^pemaDtus is, whai 
ihou lofefiy they gtt. Johnson. 

s Hie s Me ] that is, a xpetping hahe. Johnson. 

I queftioo' if Shakfpeare meant the propriety of allniioQ tpt be 
carried quite fo far. To look for l^tbies in the eyes of another^ 
is no uncommon ekpreifion. 

So, In Love's Mi fir ejs^ by Hcywood, i636.' - ' 

•* Joy'd in his looks* look'd babies in his eyes.'* 
Again, \n The Ckrijiiun turned Turl^ 1612: 

«« She makes him fing fongs to her, iQoks fortune^ in his ^{Is, 
and babies in his eyes.** 

Again, in Ghurchyard*s Traglcall di/cOurs oj a dolorous Genile* 
vomarij i5g3 I 

•* Men will, not lookejor babes in hoUowd eyen.** 
^ Ste^vens. 

Do^s not l«ucullus dwell on Timon*s metapl^or by referring to 
circnmftances preceding the birth, anci. means joy was cpnceiyed 
in their eyes, and fpruog up there, like t?he motion of a babe ii\ 
the womb? Toli^et. 

The word conception^ in ii\t preceding tine, (bows, I think, that 
Mr. Toilet's interpretation of this paflage is tbe true pne. Wc 
liave a fimilar imagery iu* /roi/iij fl«</ Cr*/^iar . ' 

** and, almoft like the gods, 

»• Docs thoughts unveil tn tk^ir dumb cradUs,** MALOitE. 

* Much!] Apemantus means to fayi — That's lextra ordinary.* 
Much was formerly an expre^on of admiration. See Vol. VIM J 
p. S04, n. 3. Malone. 

Much! is frequently ufcd^ as here, irpnically, and witb fome 
indication of contempt. St(ev£>'S. ' . 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. Sg 

Tim. What means that trump ?— »How now?. 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv. Plcafc you, my lord, there are certain la- 
dies moft deOrous of admittance. 

Tim. Ladies ? What are their wills? 

Serv. There comes with them a forerunner, my 
lord, which bears that office, to lignify theit plca- 
fures. 

Tim. I pray, let them be admitted. 

Enter Cupid. 

Cup. Hail to thee, worthy Timon ; — ^indtoall 
That of his bounties tafte! — The five beft fenfes 
Acknowledge thee their patron; and come freely 
To gratulate thy plenteous bofom : The ear, 
Tafte, touch, froell, alipleas'd from thy table rifd;' 

^ tke ear, 8cc. j Iri formtr copies : 

Tber« iajle, touchy all pliasU from tly Uhli rife. 

They onbf now • 

The fivi fepfes are talked of by Cupid, but three of them only 
are made out; and tbofe io a very heavy unintelligible manner. 
It it plain therefore we (hould read: 

Th'ear, /tf^r, louck^ fmeil, fleas' i froih tiy iahlg ri/e^ 

Thefe anly now^ Sec. 
i. e. the five fenfes, Tlmon, acknowledge thee their patron ; four 
of them, viz. iht hearings tajle^ touchy and/mf//, are all feafted at 
thy board; and thefe ladies come with me to entertain y out fight 
in a mafque. Maffiuger, in his Dukt of MUUim^ copied the 
paflage from Shakfpeare ; arrd apparently before it was thus cor« 
Tupted ; where fpeaking of a banquet, he fays: 

^*- all that may be 4)ad 

»» To pUafe the tj€^ the ear^ tajle^ touchy or /mr//, 

*« Are carefully provided," Wahburton. 
Dr. Warburtoo and the fubfcquent edjtow omit the word-~«//; 
but omiflion is the moft dangerous mode of emendation. The 

D 4 
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40 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

They only now come but to fcaft thine eyes. 

Tim. They are welcome all; let them have kind 
admittance:*.*- 
Mufick, make their welcome. ' [ Exti CypiD, 

1. Lord. You fee, my lord, how ample yoii arc 
belov'd. 

Mufick. Re-enter Cupid, with a masque of Ladies 
Oi Amazons^ xjpith lutes in their hands^ dancings and 
- playing. 

Apem. Hey day ! what a fweep of vanity comet 
this way! 
They dance !^ they are mad women. 
Like madnefs is the glory of this life, 
. As this pomp fliows to a little oil, and root. * 



corrupted word — fAfrr, (hews that--- f^^ r^r wsis intended to bo 
coDtraded ioto one fyllable ; and tahU alfo was probably ufed at 
taking up only the time of a raonofyllable. Malone. 

Perhaps the prefent arrangement of the foregoing words, renders 
monofyllabification needlefs. Steevens. 

* Mufici^ make their welcome. \ Perhaps the poet wrote 3 

Mujick^ rnake known their tvelcopie* 
)lp, in Machtk: 

*' Wt will require her welcome,-^ 

♦* pronounce it for me, fir, to all our friends.'* 

, Steevens. 

* Tkq dance I ] I believe Thty dance to be a margioal no(e on^ i 
and pefhaps we Ihould read: 

Th?fe are mad wometk. TyUHWlTT. 

* Like madnefs in the glory of this life^ 

As this pompjhoifs to a little 01'/, find root. ] The glory of tkit 
life is very near to madnrfsy as may be made appear from this p^tnp^ 
exhibited in a place where a philofepher is feeding on oi7 «ii^r00/j. 
When w« fee by example how few are tlie necelTaries of life, wo 
learn what madnefs there is in fo much fuperiiuity. Johnson. 

The word like iq this place does not exprefs rejemklanee^ but 
f quality. Apcmantui do«s ^Qt ipe^n tQ f^y (hat th^ ^ry of ^i| 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 41 

A/Vc make purfclvcs fools, to difport ourfelvcs ; 
And fpcnd our flatteries, to drink thofc men. 
Upon v\hofe age we void it up again, 
W iih poifotious fpitc*, and envy. Who lives» that^i 

not 
Depraved, or depraves ? who dies, that bears 
Not one fpurn to their graves of their friends* gift?* 
] fhould fear, thofe, that dance before me now. 
Would one day (lamp upon me : It has been done ; 
Men fhut their doors againft a fetting fun. 

Tlie Lords rife from iahle^ with much adoring of 
Timon; and, to Jhow their laves, each Jingles oiit 
an Amazon, and all dance^ men with women, a 
lofty Jlrain or two to the hautboys, and ceafe. 

" Tim. You have done our pieafures much grace, 

fair ladies,^ 
Set a fair fafhion on our entertainment. 
Which was not half fo beautiful and kind ; 
You have added worth unto't, and lively luftre,* 
And entertained me with mine own device ; * 
I am to thank you for it. 



life was Wt iiiadnefs, but it was juji as mvck madnefs io the eye 
of reafon, as the pomp appeared to be, when compared to the frugal 
Tcpaft of a philofopher. M. MasoN; 

' —^ 0/ their Jritnds* gi/lt ] That is, given them by their 
friends. Johnson. 

* fair ladies, ] I (hould wifli to read, for the fake of 

metre — /direft iadies, Steevens. 

' lively /tt/f*, ] for the epijthet — lively^ we are indebted 

to the fecond folio : it is waniiog in the firft. Steevens. 

^ mine own devices ] The made appears to have been de* 

^gned by Timon tp furprize hit guefts. Johmsou ^_^ 
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1. Lady. My lord, ^ yon take us even at the bcft.' 

Apem. Taith, for the worft is filthy ; and would 
not hold taking,^ I doubt me. 

Tim. Ladies, there is an idle banquet 
Attends you: * Pleafeyouto difpofeyourfelves. 

All Lad. Moft thankfally, my lord* 

[Exeunt Cupid, and Ladiea. 

Tim. Flavins, 

Fi*Av. My lord. 

Tim. The little cafkct bring me hither. 



7 I. Lad)^^ Mylofiiykc, Id the old copy this fpcech is g'iv<A 
to the I Lord, l have ventured to ch^oge it to tht i Ladj^ as 
Mr. Edwards and Mr. Heath, as well as Dr. Johnfon, concur ia 
the emendation. StccyenS. 

The conjedure of Dr. Johofoa, who tibfcrves, that L onlf wai 
probably fet down in the MS. is well founded ; for that abbreviation 
is ufcd in the old copy in this very fcene, and in many other places. 
7he next fpecch, however coaiie the ailufioti coutijied undisr the 
word taking may be, puts the matter beyond a donbt. Malone. . 
• — — even at the bejf.} Perhaps we (hould read: 

ever at the ttjl, ' ' 

So, Aain. fc. vi: 

. ** £i;#r at the heft." Tyrwhitt. 
taieus ivtn at the htjiy I believe, m^ans, you have feen the beft 
we can do. They are fuppofed to be hdrcd dancers, and therefore 
there is no impropriety in fuch a confcilibn. Mr. Malone's fub- 
fequent explanation, however, pleafes me better than my own. 

SteIetens. 

1 4>elieve the njeaning i?, »« You have conceived the iaireft pf 

,iMi,*\(to uXe the words of LucuUut in a fubfequent fcene ;J you have 

etiimated us too highly, perhaps above t>ur defcrts. So, inSpenfer's 

^atr) Qj^eeri^ Bjoot VI. c. ix: • 

•« He would CO mmend bis guift, and mah the bejl^* 

MAtONE. 

^ would not hold taking,] i. e. hear handVingy words whijch 

4if my .memory 'do«s not deceive me) jtre employed to the Ciaie 
purpote in another of our a\ithor*s plays. Si'Eevbns. 

^ thtrt h an idle languet 

■ 'Atiendi jVu:] So, in Romeo arid Juliet: 

•* We have a jfio/j/ft trifth g ia^^ct towards." ^TEvrvtMp 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 43 

Flav. Yes, my lord. — ^Morc jewels yet! 
There is no croffing him in his htimour ;^ [Afide. 
Elfe Ifliould tell him.~Wdl,— i'faith, I ihould. 
When all's fpcnt, Ue'd becrofs'd then, an he copld,* 
'Ti$ pity, bounty had not ^yes behind : ' 
That man might ne'er be wretched for his mind, ® 
[tlxit^ and returns^ mth thtcajkct. 

1, Lord. Where be onr men ? ' 

Serv. Here, my lord, in rcadinefs^. 

2. Lord. OurhorCes. 

Tim. O my friends^ I have one word 

To fay to you :— 4-ook you, my jgood lord* 1 muft 



' There is i|0 crojing him in his huifiour;] Read; 

There is no crojfing him in this kis kumour, Ritson. 

* hi*d be cxoh*d tken^ «n ke Mm^/.J TJbc poet does n^t 

toean here, that he would be cre/s^d in humour, bq*t that be woiikl 
have^iis hand cro/s'd vfith mouey, if he could. He i& pUyin^ On 
llie word, and alluding to c^ur old filver penny, vl(oA before 
K. Edward the Firft*s time, which had a cro/s on the reverfe with 
a creafe, that it ipight be mbre cafily broke into halves and 
cjuarters, half^pencc and fartbiofts. , From this penny, and other 
pieces, was out common exprefEon derived,--. / have not a ofoft 
abouJne; i. e. i)ot a p>«ce of money. Theobald. 

So, in Js you like it: *» yet I fliould bear no fto/i, a£ I<Ud 

bear you; for, 1 think 70U have no money in ypur purfe.*' 

Steevens. 

The poet certainly meant this equivoque, but pne of the fenfcs 
intended to be conveyed was, he will theft too late wtfh that M 
were ppffible to undo what he had done: he >vill in vain lament 
that 1 did not [cro/s or] thvart him in his career of pTodlgality. 

Malone. 

^ ksd not ey^s behind:;] To fee t^e rtiferies that ,ar't fol- 
lowing her. Johnson, * .' 
Perfius has a fimilar ichea,. Sat. i: 

cui vivere Jas eft 

Occipiti cseco. Steevens. 
? ^^^for his mind.] For npblenefs of foul. Johnson. 
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44 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Entreat you, Iionoar me fo much, as to 

Advance this jewel ;^ 

Accept,^ and' wear it, kind my lord. 

|. Lord. I am fofar already in your gifti,— 

All^ So are we alK 



JBnter a Servant. 

SEftv. My lord, ther6 are certain nobles of the 
fenate 
Newly alighted, and come to vifit you. 

Tim. They are fairly welcome. 

Flav. I befecch your honour, 

Vouchfafe me a word; it does concern you near, 

Tim. Near? why then another time I'll hear 
thee : 
I pr'*ythee, let us be provided ^ ' 

To (h )w them entertainment. 

Flav. Ifcarce knowhow. 



to 



Advanc* this jiwel ;] To prefer it 5 to raifc it to honour by 
wearing it. Johnson.- 

^ * Accept^ and hrc] Thus the fccond folio. The fi^, unme* 
UicaUy^ Accept it — r-. Steevens. 

So, the Jeweller fays in the preceding fcene: 

•• Ihings of 'like value, dlfferiug in the owners,. 
*• Are prized bv their oiaHers: believe it, dear lord, 
•♦ YOu mend the jewel by wearing it ** M. Mas»on. 

• / pr'ytkfe^ let us he provided — j As the nieafMre is here im- 
perfed, we may reafoaabty fuppofe oui^author to have written: . 

/ pT^jthet let tti be provided Itraighdr- 
So, in Hamlet: 

** Make her grave Jlraigkt.** 
i e. immediately.. Sr^cvfiNS. 
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Enter another Servant. 

s. Serv. May itpleafe your honour, the lord 
Lucius, 
Out of his free love, hath prcfcnted to you 
Four inilk-whitc hqrfes, trapp'd in filvcr. 

Tim, 1 fhall accept them fairly: let the prefenU 

Enter a third Servant. 

Be worthily entcrtain'd. — How now, what news? 

S. Serv. Pleafe you, my lord, that honourable 
gentleman, lord Lucullus, entreats your company 
lo-morrow to hunt with him; and has fent your 
honour two brace of greyhounds. 

Tim. ni hunt with him; And let thembere« 
ccivM, 
Not without fair reward. 

Flav. [AJide.] What will this come to? 

He commands us to provide, and give great gifts. 
And all out of an empty coffer.* — 
Nor wi\l he know his purfe; or yield me this. 
To fhow him what a beggar his heart is. 
Being of no power to make his wiihes good; 
His promifes fly fo beyond his ftate, 
That what he fpeaks is all in debt, he owes 
For every word ; he is fo kind, that he now 
Pays intcrcft for't; his land's put to their books. 
Well, 'would 1 were gently put out of office. 
Before I were forcM out! 

^ And ati out of Mn empty coffer,] Read : 

And sU the whUc Qut of an mpi^f cojtr. Zmotu 
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46 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Happier is he that has no friend to feed. 
Than fuch as do even enemies exceed. 
I bleed inwardly for my lotd. [EkiL 

TiMr Vou do yonrf elves 

Much wrong, yoii bate too much of your own tiie- 

rits :— ' 
Here, my lord ; a triflis of out love. 

2. Lord. With mor^ than comtndn thinks I will 

receive it. 

3. Lord. O, he is the very foul of bounty! 
Tim. And now Irememberme.^my lord; you gave 

Good. words the other day of a bay cbutfct 
I rode oti: it i$ youri, becaufe you lik'd it. 
2. Lord. I bcfeechyou^ "^pardon me» mylord,iii 

that. 
TiM; You may take my word, my lord ; I know, 
no man, 
Canjuftly praife, but what he does afFe£l : 
I Aveigli my friend's aflFeftion with mine own ; 
rU tell yoti trUe;^ Til call oh youi 



3 _ femtmhir rtic,] t have added— wf, far the fake of the 

ineafiure. So, ifl King Richard III : 

♦' I do remember mty — Henry the Gxth 
** Did prophecy — ^.•* SxEtvENS. ' 

* / hifitchyoK^] Old copy, unmetrically, 

O, / beftech youy — ^— . ' 

The player cditoi^s haVe been liberal of their tragick O'j, to the 
frequeat injury of our author's meafure. , For ihe fame reafoa X 
have exp<!Ued this exc la mat ion frofu the begiouing of the ntnit 
fpeech but one. STSfivsNS. 

* I'll UH jau /ftt#.] Dr. Johnibii reads, -^ I Ull y^uScc. ia which 
he has been heedlefsly followed; for though the change does not 
affed the fenfe of the paifage, it is quite uuneceflary, as may' be 
proved by numerous ioHaDces in our author's dialogue. Thus, ia 
the firR line, of King Henr^ Vi 

" My loud, i'^/ tell ypui that fe|f bill is urg'd — '' 
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All Lords. None fo welcome^ 

Tim. I take all and your fcv^al vifitations 
So kind to heart, *ti& not enough to give; 
Methinks, I could deal kingdoms^ to my friends, 
And ne'er be weary. — Alcibiades, 
Thou art a foldier, therefore fclddm rich; 
It comes in charity to thee: for all thy living 
Is 'mongft the dead; and all the lands thou haft 
Lie in a pitch'd field. 

Alcib. Ay, defiled land/ my lord* 

1. Lord. Wfe aire fo virtuouiDiy bound, 

Tim. And fo 

Am 1 to you. 

2. Lord. So infinitely endear'd,— >■ ■ 
Tim. All to you.*— -LightSi iaaore lights. 

Again, in King John : . 

»' ni lell thee, Hubert, half iny jpower, tbis nigbt—/* 

ST££VBMI. 

* Uis not tfiOvgH to grot; 

Mcthinks, / child deal kingdoms «i-] Thus the paflagc fidod ift 
aiU the editions before Siir T. Hanmer's, Who rcftored— Mji^ ikahh, 

JOHMSdN. 

I have difplaced the wordi inferted hy Sir T. Hai^hoer. What 
f have already given, fays Timon, is not fufficieol on the occafion : 
Kfethinks 1 could deal kingdoms, i. e. could difpeof« theos oq 
every fide with an ungrudging diftribu lion, like that vrith which 
I could deal out cards. Steevens. 

7 Ay, dejited land^] /, *- is the old reading, ^hich apparently 
depends on a very low quibble. Alcibiades^ is told, thai his tfaH 
lies in a pitched Jietd. Now pitcA^ as Falftaff fays, doU dejih, 
Alcibiades. therefore replies* that his eflate lies in dffiled Und. Tllii, 
as it happened, wa^ not uoderflood; and all the edhoi'S puMilhed: 
/ defy landy *-«— . JdHNSON. 

/ being always printed in the Old copy fdr Ay^ the edilor of ibe 
fecond folio made the abfurd alteration mentioned by t>r. Johnfon. 

Maloke. 

• All to you,] i. e. all good wiflies, or all bapplnefs to you. 
So, Macbeth: 

*« All to all.'* Sts£V£K9. 
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48 TIMON OF ATHENS- 

1. Lord. The bcft of hat>piaers. 

Honour, and fortun<;^, keep with you, lord Timoti ! 

Tim. Ready for his friends.'* 

[Exeunt Alcibiades, Lords, ire. 

Apem. What a coil's here ! 

Serving of becks, ' and jutting out of bums f 



* Resdf for lis friinis,'\ I fuppofe, for the fake of enforciii|; 
the fenfe, at well at rcBortog the meafure, we ihoald read: 

Rmdy ever f$r kis jritnds. Stcfvens. 

* Strving of becki,] Beck means a falutaiioo made with the 
head. So, Miltoo ; 

«• Nods and kicks, aod wreathed fmilet/* 
To fervt m keck, it to offer a falutaiion. Johnson. 

To /erve s keck^ means, I believe « io pay « courtly oktiienct 4$ m 
mod. Thus. IO Tke Death of Robert Eurl oj Huntington ^ i6os: 

•* And with a low keck '^ 

** Prevent a (harp check.** 
Again, in Tke play of tke Four F'i, i56g : 

^* Then I to every foul again, 

«( Did give a beck them to retain.'* 
Io RMm'Alley or Merry Tricks, i6ii, I find the fame word: 

•^ I had my winks, my becks, treads on the toe.** 
Again, in Heywood't Rape of Lucrece, i63o: 

»* wanton looks, 

*• And privy becks, favouring incontinence.*' 
Again, in Lyly*s V^omein in tke Moon, iS^f : 

«« And he that with a beck controuls the heavens.** 
It happens then that ihe word beck has no lefs than four diftind 
fignifications. In Drayton's Poiyolbion^ it is enumerated among the 
appellations of /mall Jlrtams of water. In Shakfp^are*s Antony and 
Cleopatra^ it has its common meaning— «^^ of invitation made by 
ike kand. In Timon, it appears to denote a bow^ and in Lyly't 
play, a nod of dignity, or command; as well as in Marius and Sylla^ 
i594 : 

<* Yea Sylla with a beek could break thy neck.** 
Again, in the interlude oi Jacob and Kfau, i568: 

•» For what, O Lord, is fo poffible to man's judgment 

«* Which thou canft not with a b$ck peiform incontinent?'*. 

STEfiVBMS. 

See Surrey's Poems, p* sg : 

^« And with a kocko fall lowc he bowed at her feete.*' 

Xyrwhiit. 
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TlMONOFAtHfeHlg. 45 

1 doubt whethct their legs ^ be Worth the fums 
That are given for *em. Friendftiip's full cf dregs: 
Mcthinks, falfe heartbfhouJd never have found ligs. 
Thus honefi fools lay out their uealth oncourt^fics. 

Tim. Now, Apemantus, if thou wert iiot fullcn, 
I'd be good to thee. 

APtM. No, ril nothing: for. 

If I fhpuld bebrib'd too, there would be none left 
To rail upon thee ; and then thou v^ould'ft fin the 

fafter. 
Thou giv'ft fo long, TimOn, I fear me, thou 
Wilt give away thyfelf in paper fhortly:^ 
What need thefefeafts, pomps, and vain glories ? 
» Tim. Nay, 

An you beginto riil on fociefy onCe, 
1 am fworn, not to give regard to yoU. 
Farewell; and come with better mufick. [Exit. 

Apem. ^ So; 

Tbou'lt riot heat me now,— thou Ihah not then, 

. I'll lock f. 

Thy heaven ^ from thee. O, th^t mcti'^ cars (houid 

be 
Xo counfel deaf,* but not to flattery! [ Exii. 

^ I ' doubt xnkether their U^i i^c] He plays upon the word leg^ 
as it fignifies a ./tm^, and a b(fw or aH of obeifdntt, JOifNSON. 

See Vol. XII. p. 286, n. ^. MALcyNE. 

* -, / fiar m^, /Atfti, \ 

WUi give away tKyJ^lJ in pzptr Jhortly : "l i. e. be rufAed by 
his fecurities entered into. Warburton. 

.. * fkoull not ^ear me notu^ — thou Jhalt not thfn^ VU lock — . J 
The meafure Will be redorcd by tb^ omifi&bn of an unncteffaiy 
Word — me : 

tkou'lt not hear now^^-tkotiJhAlt not titn^ Vll lock . 

SXEEVENi. 

• thy heaven'-^ ] The plcafurc of bcidg flattered. JotfNSON. 

Vot. XVli. E 
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So TIMQN OF ATHENE 



ACT II. SCENE I. 

The fame. A Room in a Senatcnr^s Heufe, 
Enter a Senator, wilh papers in his hand. 

Sen. And laic, five thoafand to Vanro ; tod to 
Ifidore 
He owes niae thoufaad ; bisfidea my former fam. 
Which makes it five and twenty. — Still tnmotioa 
Of raging wafte? It cantiot hold ; it will not. 
If I want gold, fteal but a beggir'a dog. 
And giveitTimon^ why, the dog Mios gold: 
If I wooid fell my horfe, and buy twenty ^tnotd 
Better than he, why, give my horfe to TimOiO^ 
Afk nothing, give it him^ it (okls me, flraight^ 
And able horfes : ^ No porter at his gate; 



Apemanta$ never Intended, «ft any eVenti to flatter T!ni»n, 
hor did Timon expeS any flattery from bim. By kis keavin he 
toeans good advicty the only tbiD|[ by which he coi^ld |»e farired. 
The following lines confirm this explanation. M. Mason. 

® iwinif — ] Mr. Theobald has— /#»• Dh Farmer pro* 

po(ct to read^/tertfiH. RBcn; . 

7 Ajk notiing^ givi il him^ ii Joah m#, Jlraightj 
And able borfei : ] M. Theobald reads: 
Ten able hotjes, Steevens. 
«^ If I want ^0/^ (fays the fcnator) let me fleal a beggar's dog, 
and give it Timon, the <log coins ra^ gofd, Jf 1 woulii icll my 
horfe, and bad a mind to buy ttn better inftcad of him; why, I 
need but give my horfe to Timon, to gain this points ; and it 
Iprefentiy fetches roe an horfe* ** Bnt is that gaining the poiiK 
propofed? The firft folio reads: ' 

And BiU boifet :-»— 
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^u^ tather one that fmiles, and ftill invites* 
All that pafs by. It tlnnot hold; no reason 



Whrch reading, joined to th( reafaoio^ of the palTagei \w m« 
\hc hint for this emendatiob. Theobald. 

The parage which Mr. Th^^bikld ^ould alter, means only thii S 
** ff I givf my horfo co Tiroog, it immediately foali, and not 
'9Vh jJfo^H^ei wor#, l^ut Mhh borfes.'* The fame conftnxdioik 
occurs in Muck Ado about Nothing: ^« — — • aiid men are only 
tUrncd into tongue, ind trim cms too»* 

Somethhig iimilar ocft^rt alfjp In Be^'ttmon^ and ^ktch^r*^ Bt\ 

*^ tome twenty, ybuhg and h'andfome, 

«« At a)fb able maids, for the cl^u'rt fcrvice/* 

iSTlEVBNil. 

, t^erhaps thf lettjeri of the word nU were irafirpbred ix the pre&^' 
sbaJifpeare might have written: 

* it Joah *em Jtraigh't 

And ahU lorfes, . 

' If there be no corruption in Ihe telt, the word twtni} in the 
preceding line, is uilderftood here after me. 
We baire hiid this (botitiient dificrei^tly ezpreflcd in the precteditif 

«* — — fao meied but he repays 

^( Scycn-f4»ld above ilfclf ; no gift to hinii 

•« Bdt breeds the giver a return etc ceding 

«« All iife of quittance." Malohe. 

• ^Tti pfirltr'at his gate ) ^ 

But rather one that Jmiles^ and JtUl Uhites ^ ] I imagine thit 

I line is loft here, in which the behaviour of i furly potter wai 
defciribcd. John£<)n. 

There i» no occafion ib fnppbre the lofs of i libc« Sterinefs 
was the charaderiRici: of a porter. Thete appeared at KilUngwbrth 
caftle, [ 1S75]. •• t p^ter^ |all of per/ba, big of limy ind Jlearn 
tf countings. ^* Farmeu. 

So alfb, in A Knight's tonjuAng kc by Detier: ^* You miftake, 
if you imagine xhat Plutocs /or/irr is like one of Ihbfe .big fellowct 
that ftand like j^afits at Lordes gates 8cc. — yet hiec's as /«r/y ^ 
thofe key-tutneri iktt/' Ste^veKs. 

the wdf d<-rjnf , in die fecoiid H&e^ does not refer to porter, bbt 
mtans a peifon. He has no fterd JFotbidding porter at his gttei 
to keep people oiit, but a per(<>ii who iaWtct them ip.. 
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Can found his ftktc in fafcty. * Caphis, Ko 1 
Caphis, 1 fay! 

Enter CArriis. 

Caph^ Here, fir ; What is your pleafnre? 

Sen. Get on your cloak, and haftc you to lord 
Ttmon ; 
Importune him for my monies ; be not ccasM^ 
With flight denial ; not then filenc'd, when — 
Commend mc to your majlcr^^^^nd the cap 
Pfaysin the right hand, thus: — but tell him, firrah,* 
My ufes cry to me, I muft ferve my turn 
Out of mine own; his days and times are pad, 



* no ftaftn 

Cm found his fiaie in fafeiy, ] [ Old cdpy — found, ") The 
fuppofed meaning of this muft be, ^~~ No rrafon, by founding, £i« 
thoming, or trying^ kis JaU^ can Raad it /aft. But as the wordi 
ftand, they imply, that n$ tffon Un fafeiy Jotnd kis Jiaiu I read 
thus: " 'J 

no riafon 

Can found kisjlateinjafety,^^ 
Utafon cannot find his fortune to have any /aft or folid fovudatiom^ 
The types 6f the iiift printer of this play were fo worn ahd de« 
faced, that / and /are not always to be diftin^uiOied. 

JOHUSOlf^' 

The foll^lwing paflage in Macbeth affords countenance to Dt» 
Jobnfon*s emendation: 

" Whole as the marble, Joundtd as the rock; .'• 

Stfevenc. 

• it not ceas'd — ], i. e. ftopp'd. So, fn Claudius JibtriUM 

jferOy 1607 : 

" Why (hould Tiberius* liberty be cea/id:* 
Again^ in Tie Valiant WelcKman, i6i5 : 

" — — pity thy people's wrongs, 

^* And te<»/i the clamours both df old and young.'* 

Stcxvins* 

* Jffrah,] was added for the (ake of the metre by the editor 

Ibe fccond folio. Maloni* 
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And my reliances on his framed dates 
Have fmrt my credit : 1 love, and honour him; 
But niuft not break my back, to he^ his Eugcr: 
Immediate are my needs ; and my relief 
Muft not be tofsM and lurnM to me in words. 
But find fupply immediate. Get you gone : 
Put on a mofl importunate afpefl, 
A vifage of demand ; for,I do fear, 
When every feather flicks in his own wing, 
Lord rimon will be left a naked gull/ 
Which flaflies ^ now a phoenix. * Get you gone. 

Caph, I go, fir. 

Sen. 1 go, fir? ^ — takis the bonds along with you, 
And have the dates in compt. ^ 

Caph. I will. fir. 

Sen, Go. 

[ Exeunt^ 



• tf naUd gull, ] A gull is a bird as remarkable for the 

povenyr of its feathers, as a phoenix is fuppofed to be for the rich* 

..iKfs of its pluroagf. Stefvf.|4s. » 

• Vih\c\\ JitLjhes 8cc. ] Wkich^ the prpnouo relative, relating tp 
things^ is frcqueutly ufed, as io this inftahcc, by Sbakfpearc« inttcad 
of u^ko^ thr pronoun relative, applied to perjons. The ufe of the 
former inftead of the latter is ftill prefeived iu the Lord's prayer. 

Steevens. 

• Caph. / go, Jir. 

Sen. I go, Jir ^] This lad fpeech is not a captious repetition of 
vhit Caphis faid, but a farther iojun^iou to him tp gp, /« in all 
the old dramatic writers, ftands for—a;p, as it does in .this plac( 

M. Mason. 
I have left Mr. M. Mafoo's opinion before the reader, thou^li 
I do not heaitily concur in it. Stebvens. 

' take tkt bonds along with you. 

And kavt the dates in compt. ] [ Old copy — And hiftff ike dat^M 
h» Come. ] Certainly, ever 0nce bonds were given, the date 
fvasput in when the bond was entered into : and thcfe bonds Timoa 
(lad already given, and the time limited for their payment was 
Upfe4. The Senator's charge to hit fcrvaat muft be. to the tenoyr 

E 3 
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^ S C £ N ^ H. 

iTie fy'mt. ilk ti^U in Timpti's Honje: 

Enter FtAViu$, wiA many hills in his hand^ 

Flav. N6 <:&rt,;ia(5 ftoj> ! fofenfckfsofexpteAcc, 
That he will neithcc kA5W b^w to iDBifitaiii it, 
Nor ceafe his flo\y of riot: Tafees rio accbiint 
Mg\V thi^s ^h frowi hirt j fibt rcfumc$ xyo caTC 
Of what is to contina^; N^ver miiid 
Was to be fo ofxwifc, to be fo kind.^ 
Wh^tfliallbe done? H? will not hear, till feci : 
I apuil be round wi^h him, 90W he comes from 

hunting. 
Fye, fye, fyc, fye! 
. . . • 

as I have amended the (est; Tak6 good oOtke of the daCe&, Gix^ 
tne better compumiOii of the inCefe'S diie upba them. 

Mr. l*hebbald'8 CTbeddatioQ may be ttippOr'ted by the CoUOwJnj^ 
- InlUnce ih Macbeth : 

<^ Have theirs, themfelves, and what is thein, in compi**^ 

Steevems. 

Was ioh/o unxtfi/e, io 'he Jfo lUnd,] Ko thing can be worfe, oi^ 
more ol?fcu,ifely expireffifd: ari^ all (ot the foke of a wretched 
Thyme. To make it fenlje and grammat> it Ihould ^e fupplied 
thus: 

Never mind 

Was [made] io hefiunivife^ [,in order] toUfo kind:'\ 
1. e« ^$ture, in "order tp make a profufe mind, never before 
endowed any man with fo large a (hare oC folly. WarbuRTON. 
Of this mode o^cxpreflion, converfation afiFords many examples : 
, ** I was silv^ays^ to be blamed, whatever happened.** — «* I^ am itt 
the lottery, but i was aiwaj'Mo draw Wa^ks.'V Johnsoh* 
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finUr Cavhis^ and the Servants o/Ifidorc and Varrd. 

Caph. Good even, Varro : * What, 

You come for money ? 
Var. Serv. Is't not yonr bofihcfs too ? 



"*. O&ffd txHn^ V»rTO:] It if obfTeneablc, that thU go^ wming is 
before dinner ; f^r Timou uHs Alcibiades^ that they will ^0 forth 
•§»in, as Joon as dinntr*s iont^ which may prove that by iinntr our ' 
sttihor Aeant not the €ttna of aneieet tiffter, but the inid-day*t 
repaft. I do nbt fuppOfe the p«iff:)ge corrupt : fuch iAadvertetk^ies 
aeitber author nor editor can efcape. 

There is ^aother remark to be made. Varro and Ifiddre fink a 
few lines afterwards into the fervaatt of Yatr6 andlfidorc. Whether 
fetvants^ in our authors time, tootk the names of their maft^rs, 
r know not. Perhaps it is a flip of negligence. Johnson. 

In the old copy it A^nds : ^^ Enler Capkis^ Jfidore^ and Varro/* 

Sn EVENS. 

tn like manner in the fo\mh fc^ve of the nei^ ad the fervanf o( 
Lucius is called by his va^erV name; bnt our au.tho(V uvtei^ieii 
is fafficiently manifefted by the fiage-diredion in the fourth fcene 
of the third ad, where we End in the iirft folio, (p. 86, col. 2.) 
«' Enter Varro^s roan, metling others,** I have therefore always 
annexed Serv. to the name of the mafter. KfALONl. 

Goott ^f», dr, a» it it fometimes lefs accurately written, G^od^ dtn^ 
was^thc ufcial fadutati&n from nfoa, the mooient thafe Good uiq4-tow 
became improper This appears plaiply frans^ the following 
pliflage in Romeo and Juliet^ Ad II. fc» iv : 

*» Nwfe, God ye good morrow, g^eotUinea. 

«^ H&rcuHo, God ye good den^ fair gemkwomao. 

*' Mur, U it good denf 

*♦ M4rc, 'Tis no leis I tell youj for the..... hand of the 
dial is now upon the..«.. of no^a.** 

So, in Hamlet's greeting to ^arcellqs. . Ad L fc« i. Sir T. 
Hanmer and Dr. Warburton, not being aware, 1 pre&ime, of this 
wide fenfe of Good extent have altered it to Good morning;, without 
any necelfity, a^ from the CQurfe of the incidents, precedent.a^d 
^bfe^uent^ the day ni^iy well, be fuppofed to be turn'4 of noon, 

Xyi^whitt. 
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Gaph. It is; — And yonrs too, Ifidorfj? 

Isip Serv. It is fo^ 

Caph. *'vVould we were all difcharg'd! 

Var. Serv. . I fear it* 

Ci^PH. Here comes the lord. 

Enter TiMON, Alcibiades, and Lords hu 

Tim. So foon as dinners done, we-ll forth again/- 
My Alcibiades. — VVith me? What's \our will? 

Caph. iVIy lord, here is a note of certain dues* 
- Tim. Dues? Whence are you? 

Caph. .Of Athens here, my lord* 

-^ Tim. Go to my ftcward. 

Caph. Pleafe it yourlordijiip, he hath put me off 
To the fucceffion of new days this month: 
My mafter is awak'd by great occafion, 
To^call upon his own ; and humbly prays yoi|, 
That with your other noble parts you'll fuit,* 



' ^ — wtUl forth again^'\ i. e. to hunting, from which dlverfion, 
we find by Flavius's fpeechf he was juft returned. It may' be htr^ 
oKeTved/ that in our author*s time it was the cuftom to hunt as weU 
after dinner as before. Thus, in Lanebam's Account of ikt Enter'* ■ 
iqinmenta(KenilworthCaJtle^Mi/thnd^ tliat Queen Elizabeth always, 
wfiile there, bunted in the afternoon. ^^ *Monday was hot, and 
therefore her bighnefs kept in 'till five a cloi io the evening; what 
time it pleaz^d her to ryde forth into the chafe, to bunt the hart 
of foTs; which found anon, and after fore chafed/V Jcc. Again, 
*'. Miinday the i8 of this July, the weather being hot, her highnefs 
kept the caftle for coolnefs *till about five a elok^ her majcfty^'iqi. 
the chafe bunted the hart ( as before) of forz,** 8cc. So, in Tancred 
and Gi/mund, iSgs: ' " 

«* He means this evening in the park to hunt.** ^.eed. 

* That with your other noble parts you It Juit^ ] i, e. that you will 
behave on this occafion in a manner confinent with yoiir othex' 
abble qualities. Stk£V£MS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIMON OF ATHENS. 5y 

In giving him his right. • 

Tim. Mine honeft friend, 

I pr'ythee, but repair to me next morning. 

Caph. Nay, good ray lord, 

1 iM, Contain thyfclf, good Friend. 

Var. Serv. One Var ro'b fcrvant, my good lord,— 
IsiD. Serv. , From Ifidorc ; 

He humbly prays yoqr fpeedy payment, ^ 

Caph. If you did know, my lord, my matter's 

wants,- 

Var. Serv. 'Twas due on forfeiture, my lord, 
fix weeks. 

And paft, 

IsiD. Serv. Yonr Reward puts me off, my lord; 
And 1 am fent cxprefsly to your lordftiip. 

Tim. Give me breath:-^ 

I do befeech yon, good my lords, keep on ; 

[Exeunt Alcibiades and Lords. 
I'll wait on youinftantly. — Come hither, pray you* 

[ To Flavius. 
How goes the world, that lam thus encountered 
With clamorous demands of date-broke bonds,^ ' 



• He humbly prays your fpeidy p&ymtnt^'] As our author does not 
appear to have meant that the feivant of [fidore (hould be fcfs civil 
than thofe of the other lords, it is natural to conceive that thii 
line, at prefent imperfed, originally Rood thus : 

He humbly prays your lord(hip*s Jptedy payment, Steevens. 

* of diU'broke honds^ ] The old copy has : 

.^ — of debt, broken bonds, 

Mr. Malone ver^ judicioufly reads— date-broken. For the fake of 
meafure 1 have omitted the laft letter of the fecoud word. So, 
in Mjuch Ado about Nothing: »M have brohe [i. e. broken] with 
bcr father.** Steevens. 

To the prefent emendation I (hould not have ventured to give 
si place in the text, but that fome change is abfQlutcly nccelTary^ 
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And the detention of lon^-fit)ce-due debts, 
Againft my honour? 

Flav. Plcafe yon, gentlemen, 

Tbe time is unagreeable to this bufinefs: 
Your importunacy teafe, tilt after dinner; 
That I may make his lordfhip und^rAand 
Wherefore you arc not paid. 

Tim. Do fo, my friends: 

&c them well cntcrtain'd. [Exii Timon. 

Flav. I pray, draw near. 

[ Exit Plavius. 



Enter Apemantus tf«d a Fool.^ 

Caph. Stay, ftay, here comes the fool with, 
Apemantus ; let's have fome fport with 'cm. 
Var. Serv, Hang him, 'he'll abiifc us. 
IsiD. Serv. A plague upon him, dog! 
Var. Serv. How doft, fool? 
Apem. Doft dialogue with thy ihadowT 
Var. Serv. I fpeak not to thect 
Apem. No, 'tis to thyfelf. — Come away. 

[To the Fool. 



and >thit appears to be eftabliflied beyond a doubt bf a (ofmtr Wnt 
in the preceding (ceoe: 

»« And qny reliances on bis fraStd data, " 

The tranfcriber's ear deceived him here as in many o(hcr places. 
Sir Thomas Hanmer and the fubfequeat editors evaded the di£BcuUy 
by omitting the corrupted word, — debt, Malons. 

7 Enttr Apemantus and a pooh ] I fufped fome fcene to be loll, 
in which the entrance of the fool, and the page that follows bint, 
was prepared by fome introdudpry dialogue^ in whieh the audience 
was informed that they were the fool 9nd page of Phrynia, Ti- 
mandra., or fome other courteCan, upon the knowledge of whUl^, 
depends the greater part of the cnfuing jocularity. Johnsqn. 
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Isip. SArv. [To Var* SirV. ] There's the fool 
Jiangs on your back already. 

Apem. No, thou ftanti'ft fitiglc, thOu art not oii 
him yet. 

Caph. Where's the fdol now? • 

Apem. He laft afk'd the qacftion.— Poor rogues, 
and ufnrcrs* meiil biwds betwtcn gold ^nd want!* 

All. What are we, Apemantus? 

Apem. A Acs fc 

All Sp;ftv. Why? 

ArsM. That yfeti'afk toe, what yon arc» and do 
not know yourfelvcs.-r?- Speak to *em, fool. 

Fool. How do you, gentlemen? 

All- Serv* Gramcrcies, good fool: How does 
your mifbefs ? 

Fool. She's e'en fctting on water to fcald fu<:h 



^ Fior rdgnts^ ^tnd mfitrers* min ! hswit Sec. ] Tbit it OUd fo ab- 
fuptly, timt I an^ inclined to think it mifpUccd, and would re* 
^late the parage thnt: 

Caph. WUre^s Ht f^ol now f 

ApetiD. Hi iaf ajk'd Ut jutjihn. 

AU. What nu ip#, Jpimsniuif 

Apem. AJfts, 

AU. Whyt 

Apem. Tkat you «/4 me what you are^ •ni do noi knew y&urfilves^ 
Fofir rogues^ and u/urers* men ! hawds hetwetn gold and ivani ! Sp$ak 8cc. 

Thus every word will have its proper plate. It is likely that 
the paffage tr^ufpofed was forgot in the copy, and inferted in the 
margin, perhaps a little befide the proper place, which the trao« 
(criber wanting either flcill or care to obferve, wrote it whore it 
now ftands. Johnson. 

The tranfpofitioo propofed byjobnfon is unntceflary. Apemantns 
does iot addrefs thefe words to any of the others, but mutters them 
|o ht^difelf; fo that they do not cotet into the dialogue, or com* 
POfe ^ p|rt of iu M. MA«d,N. 
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chickens as you arc. • 'Would, we could fee you at 
Corinth.^ 

Apem. Good! gramcrcy. 

• Enter Page. 

Fool. Look you, here comes my miftr.cfs* pagc»* 



' She^s ien felling on water to fcald trc, ] The old name for tbe 
dife^fe got at Coriuth was tbe brenning^ aad a fcafe oi Jcalding i% 
OQc of its firft fyinptoms. Johnson. 

The fame thought occurs ia The Old L#w,.by Maffinger: 
•» — ^ lool; parboird, 
«< As if the/ came from Cupid*s fcalding houfe. ** 

STfEVENS. 

It was anciently the pradice, and in inns perhaps ftill continues, 
to fcald otf the feathers of poultry, inftead of plucking them. 
Chaucer bath refeired to it in bis Romaunt of the Rofe, 6820: 
** Without fcalding they hem pulle, ** , Henley. 

' *i/Vould, we could fee jou mt Corinth. ] A cant naipe for a baw« 
dyhoufe, I fuppofe, from the difTolutenefs of that ancient Greek 
city; of which Alexander ab Alexaodro has thefe words: ^* £/ 
CoRiNTHi /uj^ra mille proflitulas in tsmplo Veneris affidue degere ^ tn* 
Jlammala libidine gu^tftui mereiricio operam dare^ & velut facrornm minim 
Jlras Deoe famulari.** Milton, in his Apology Jor SmeSjmnuus^ f^ys : 
«* Or fearching fo^ me at the Bordellos, where, it may be, he hat 
loft himfelf, and raps up^ without pity, the fage and fheumatick 
old prelatefs, with all her yoaug* Corinthian laity, to enquire for 
fuch^ a one." Warburton. 

See Vol. XII. p. 256, n. 4. Malonb. 

* 1117 miftrefs* page.] In the firft pafTage this Fool fpeaks 

of his majler^ in the fecond [ as exhibited in the modern editiool] 
g( his mijtre/s. In the old copy it is mafteria both places. It (hould 
rather, perhaps, be mifirefs in both, as it is in a foliqwing and a 
preceding paffage v 

• «* AIL How docs your mi^refs ? *- 

'*- FooL My mijtrefs is one, and 1 am her fool. ** 

Steevens. 

I have not hefitated to print mijlrefs yn both placet. Majler was 
frequently^priutediii the old copy inttead of mijlrefs^ and vice verjm^ 
from the ancient mode of writing an M only, which ftood in the 
]MSS. of Sbakfpcare's time eitbcr for tbe one or tbe other ; and the 
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Page. [ To the Fool. ] Why, how now, captain? 
vhat do you in this wife company? — How doft 
thou, Apemantus? 

Aplm. 'Would I had a rod in my mouth, that I 
might anfwfer thee profitably. 

Page. Pr'ythee, Apemantus, read me the fuper- 
fcription of thefe letters ; 1 know not which is 
which. 

Apem. Canft not read? 

Page. No. ^ 

. Apem. There will little learning die then, that 
day thou art hang'd. This i? to lord Timon ; this 
to Alcibiades. Go ; thou waft born a baftard, and 
thou'lt die a bawd. 

Page. Thou waft whelpM 1 dog; and thou flialt 
famifh, a dog's death. Anfwer not, I am gone. 

[ Exit Page. 

Apem. Even fo thou out-run'ft grace. Fool, I 
will go with you to lord Tiraon's. 

Fool. Wili you leave me there? 

Apem. If Timon ftay at home. — You three fervc 
three ufurers? 

All Serv. Ay; 'would they fervcd usf 

Apem. So would I, — as good a trick as ever 
hangman ferved thief. 

copyift or printer completed the word without attending to tht 
context. This abbrcviatioo is found in Coriolanus, folio, 162J, 
p- 81 : 

»* Where 'f Cotas? My M. calls for hiro ?'* 
Again, more appofitely, in Tht Merchant of Venice^ i6aS : 

»* What bo, M. [Mapr ] Lorenzo, and M. [Mipe/i] Low 

renzo. '* 

In Vol. IX. p. 845, o. 9, and Vol. XIV. p. 194, n. 5, are found 

corruptions iimilar to the prefent, in confequcnce of the printer*! 

completing the abbjeviated word of the MS. improperly. Malomk* 
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Foou Are yoa tbrcc ufurers^ men? 

All. Serv. Ay, fool. 

iooL. 1 think, no ufurer bnt has a fool to hid 
fervant: My pxifirtfe is onis, .and i am her fool; 
When men come to borrow of your ihafters, they 
approach fadly, aad 50 away merry; bnt they enter 
my miflrtfs' houfe^ merrily, and go a%vay fadly: 
The rcafon of this? 

Var. Serv. 1 could render one; 

y\PEM. Do it then, that \ye may account thee i 
wlsioremaftcr, and a knave; which notwithftand^ 
ing, thoa fhalt be no tefs eQeemed. 

Var< 5e«V. What is a whoremafteri fool? 

FoOL« A fool in good clothes/ and fometfaing 
Uk^ thee. 'Tisa fpirit: fometime, it appears like 
a lotd; fometime^ like a laWyet; fometime,. Uke a 
jpliilofopher, with two fiones more than his artifi-^ 
^ial one: ^ He is very often like a knight ; and^ 
• generally, in all ftiJipes, that man go^s up and down 
in, from fourfcore to thirteen, this fpirit walks in. 

Var. Serv. Thou art npi aUogethcr a fool. 

Fool. Nor thou altogether a wife man : as much 
foolery as I have, fo muefa wit thou lack'ft. 

5 my miftrefo' heuji — ] Here again the bild iiipy r^^di *- 

inajers,^ i have correded it for the reafoa already a(]&gaed. The 
fontext putt the matter beyond a doubt. Mr. Theobald^ £ fiml, 
li^d iiUntiy made the -fame emetidatidH ; bat {u fubfequcat cditSonr 
the corrupt reading of the old copy was agaio reftorcd. 

* — 'T' his aftifitUl (rrn:] Meanmg the ceUbrafed pliilofopher'i 
fipne, \thich was in thofc times mucrh taTked of. Sir 'fti^mxs 
SStbiih was dni ofthbfe wh6 K)R conliderablefumt in feell^ittg of it. 

Johnson. 

Sir Richard Siee<le was t>ne of the Iflft eminent med who enter- 
tinned iiopcs of bein^ fucceMul in this purfoit. His iaboralo^y 
was 3t Poffkir, a ytUagc near Lon^OQi ^^^ ^ ^^^ conVcffttd infi^ 
a gaiden hOYife. St££V£N^« 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 63 

Aplw/Tfeat aafw^r migtt hs^vc become Ape- 
man tus. 9 
All. Sehv. AGde, afide; here comes lord Timon. 



Reenter TiMON and F;,Avlus, 

Apem. Come with me, fool, come. 

Fool* I do notalways follow lover, clderbtothcr, 
and woman i fomerirac^ tfee philofofihen 

[ Exeunt ApJEMANTUS and^ooX. 

Flav. 'Pray you, walkncar ; Til fpeak with you 
anon. [-Exeunt Scrv. 

Tim. You makeii^c marvel: Wh^r^fprc, qre this 
time. 
Had yo« noi fully laid my ftai« befor-e mie j 
That i might fo have rated my cxpcnce, 
As I had leave of means ? 

FI.AV. Yqu \yawld ni)t hear riitJ,. 

At many Icifures I propos'd. 

Tim. ' Qp tp: 

Perchance* few»e fingle v^^u^ea you fcQOtJti 
Whto ray indifpofition put you back ; 
And that uBaptneft made your mitiifterj^ 
Thus to cxcufe youtfelf. 

Flay,, P i5ay good lord! 

At ma»y lime* I bfoaght in my accounts, 
L^id them befotf ypp; you would tWw thcqPi o|F» 
And fay, you found them in Hiine hjtm^y. 
When, fxjriom^ trifling pr^efiwit, you have bid me 

^ WAdeyQMT mtnifter\'\ So tbe origintl, Tfvc fecai;^ fs^io 

and the later cdiiions have all : 

iaade you i^kuJUr,. Jo^VAoH* 

Tbe couftradioa Is : — And made that utMptKtfi pmr mkifisr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 TIMON OF ATHE^f S. 

Return fo much/ I have (hook rtiy head, and wept; 
Yea, 'gi^nft the authority of manners, pray'd youf 
To hold your hand more clbfe : I did endure 
Not feldom, nor no flight checks; when I have 
Prompted you, in the ebb of your eftate, 
And your great flow of debts. My dear-lov'd lord,* 
Though you hear now, (too late J) yetnow'sa time,^ 
The greateft of your having lacks a half 
To pay your prefcr^t debts. 

Tim. Let all my land be fold.* ^ 



7 Riiurn fo much, ] He does not mean fo great a fum, but a 
certain fum, as it might happen to b^. Our author frequently ufes 
this kind of exprcffion. See a note on the words — *' with /$ many 
talents,** p. 77, n. 5. Malonb. 

• My dtTLT'hvd lord,] Thus the fecond folio. The firft 

omits the epithet^.</Mf, and confequenily vitiates the meafure. 

Steevens. 

^ ^ Though you hearnow, (ioo-laie !) yet now" 5 a tlme^'^ i. e. Though 
it be now too late to retrieve your former fortunes, yet it is not 
too late to prevent by the a0iftance of your friends, your futitre 
miferies. Had the Oxford editor underftood the fenfe, be would 
Dot have altered the text to. 

Though you hear mtnotOt jftt ^ow*s too latt a iimt, 

Warburton. 

I think Sir T. Haamcr right, and have received' his emendation. 

Johnson. 

l*he old reading is not properly explained by Dr. Warburton. 
^ <* Though t tell you this (fays Flavins] at too Ute a period, 
perhaps, for the information to be of any jfcrvite td you, yet l^te 
,as it is, it is neccflary that you (hould be acquainted with it." It 
fs evident, that the fteward had very littfe hope of affiftance from 
bis maftcr's friends. Ritson. 

Though you now at hfi liften' to my remonflranccs, ' yet now 
your afifairs afre in fuch a flate that the whole of your remaining 
fortune will fcarce pay half your debts. You are therefore wife 
too late. MAtoNE. 

^ The greatefi of your having lachs a half - 
To pgy your puftnt Mts. 
Tim. Lit till »> land he fold, ] The re« 
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Flav. 'Tis all chgagM, fotnc forfeited and gone ; 
/ind what remains will hardly flo|) the moutU 
Of prefent dues: the future comes apace: 
What {hall defend the interim? and at length 
how goes onr rfeckoning?^ 

Tim, To Laccdaemon did my land extend. 

Flav. O my good lord, the world is but a word ;^ 
Were it all yours, to give it in a breath, 
How quickly were it gone ? 

Tim. Yon tell me true. 

Flav. tf ydti fafpeA my hufbandry, or falfe-^ 
hood, 
Call me before the exa^eft auditors, 
And fet me on the proof. So the gods blefs me. 



ilundaocy •£ meafure In thit paflage perfuadcs me that it flood 
•riginally tlius : 

Tour greatijl having lacks a half to pay 
Tout pu/eni debts, , ^ 

Tim. Lit all my land be fold, Stecv^ns. 

* — — .and at length 
, .How goes ittr reckoningt^ This fteward talks very witdly. The 
lord indeed might . have afked, what a lord feldom knows: 

How ^oes our reckoning 1 
But the fteward was too well fatisfied in that matter, t would read 
therefore : 

Hold good our reckoning? Warburton. 
It is common cndugh, and the commentator knaws it is commVa 
to propofe, interrogatively, . that of which neither the fpeaker nor 
the hearer has any doubt. The prefent reading may, therefore fland. 

Johnson. 
How will you be able to fubfift in the time intervening between 
the payment of the prefent demands (which your whole fubftance 
will hardly fatisfy ) and the claim of future dues, for which you 
have no fund whatfoever ; and finally on the fettlemcnt of all 
accounts in whaf a wretched plight will you be? Malone. 
^ my good lord^ the world is but a word;] The meaning is^ 
ai the world itielf may be comprifed lii a word, you might ^vei 
It away in a breath. WAfLBURTON. 

Vol. XVIi. P 
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66 tiMdN OF ATiHENS. 

When all our ofiiccs^ liavt been ojpprcfsM ^ 
With riotous feeders ; ^ when our vauUs have wept 
With drunken fpilta of wine; when '^ very room 
Hath biaz'd with lights, and tray'd with mih- 

ftrelfy; 
Ihavc retirM me t6 ^ tvkftefal tbtk, ^ 
And fet tnitife eyes &t db#i 



* iur offices — 1 I.e. the apartments allotted to ctlUnarjr 

purpofes, the reccptioo of domefticks, &c. ' Tbus^ ia Mscbetk: 

** ^'enl forth great largeiTs tt» your ofices, *' 
Would Duncao have fcnt largefi to aoy but JervsnU f See Vol. XI. 
p. 83, n. 8. It appears that what we now call officts^ were an* 
ciently called hou/es ojojlce, ^o, in Chaucer's Clirkes ^«/2, v. Sk^,. 
Mr, Tyrwhiit's edition : 

'* Houfes oj office fluffed with plentee 

«« Ther maytt thou fee of deinteous vittaile. ** 

Steevbns. 

• )/\n\h ribto^s fteders-, ] Fee^tifs Sire (etvSiitii Hrhifc VoM a%ii 
baucheries are pradifed in the ofices of a houfe. S€t 'a U^t6 bft 

Antony and Cleopatra^ Ad 11^. fc. kl : *' o^i^ X^ho Uoks on 

Jetdtrs, *• Steevens. 

7 .^ — a xblijlejui cbck^ ] i. %. a xotkloft^ a garret. Aikd a waft^ 
ful cock^ figaifies a garret lying in wade, negleded, put to no ufe. 

HAkmU. 

Sir T. tta\iinerS 'ixplaViation il ncceivid By Dh Wai1)Urtofi, )rtt 
I think them both apparently miftaken. k \a}t]h]\Ll colck it a cock 
Or pi^'e witii a iutnin^ fi(5^pl^ Tunning to \v«jfr. In this ftdTti 
both the terms have their ufual meaning ; but I know notthiit ^dei 
is ever ufed for cocklbft, bt htajttjil Tor ^{M^ tli f^tfjfr, l>r that 
lying in Wi)le it at SiU a phiaft. JoHnson. 

WhatcVfer be the leaning of the prcfe'nt paflagr. It is certaini 
that IfyiV^ H itfajte is ftiU ii Very comtnbn phrafe. FAiMEt.. 

A tt'/tjiejul cock is what wp now call a wajtipipe; a pipe which 
is contihually runloing^ itnd thertby^prevents the.overflow of ciftcrni 
and other refervoirs, by carrying off their fuperfluons watjcr. This 
circumflance ferved to kc^p the idea of Ti.mon'8 unceaGng pro- 
digality in the ibind of the fleward, while its remotenefs from the 
fcenes of luxury Avithin the houfe, was favourable to meditation. 

J Collins, 

The reader will have a peifcd notion of tlie xnethcTd taken by 
Mr. Pope in his ec^itioot when he is informed tiiat, for wajlejil 
cQck^ that editor reads -^ lohly room, Malome. 
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l^tMON Of ATHENS. 6) 

Tim. Pt^ylhcc, no more. 

FlaV. Heavens, have 1 fald, the bounty of thii 
lord! 
Hovv many prodigal bits have flaves, and pcafants. 
This night cdglutied ! Who is not Xicnon's?' 
What heart, head, ftvord, force, means, but is lord 

Timon's? 
Great Timon, noble, worthy, i-oyal Timon ? 
Ah! when the means arc gone, that buy thispraifci 
The breath is gotie whereof this ptaife is made : 
Feail*woni fail -loft; one cloud of Winter ihoweri, 
Thefe flies are coueh'd. 

Tim. Come, fermon me no furiher : 

No viliaitious botinty yet hatU pafs'dmy heart; 
Unwifelyi not ignobly; have I given.* 
Why doft thou weep? ^anft.thou the tfenfeiencS 

lack, 
To chink I (hall lack friedd^s? Secdr^ thy heait ; 
if 1 would broach the veffels of ray love, 
And try the argument* of hearts by borrowings 



Wto is fiot Ibrd Timoh'sf STFEV£i<<i. 

Who, although bcggaf d through iv«i4 i^i pru4lt^M^ cooXoles, kiAf* 
tkAf iifinh €^&dh^ \h^ bis T*iij» i^a* s^t brpugtit oja hy ibt^vniulf, 
bf gtiilty pleafure^. Steevens. 

^ And ^ry ihd ■f^iugketii*:^ ] Tht Uctmuo0&ty^^ K^ omr atitbor 
i^Mkt m$ dficri ui)on far-fttched txpofiiioiis. Arguments may meaa 
tfimUiU^ B» t4»e arguhe^is ^ a l)0«ik ; cm tviihinctcs Asd /^^f/'- 

the matter cdutaiDcd in a pbem or "phy vf^ iu oiv aw-ihp^'s 
iAmt <(^4a»ot)ly Hm/^ d£jti9miU»\^, Tint coiU«(» ^f bis Mope oj 
JLUTii0, M^kUhiic t^iTiHtiy pii.b,iii^itd hi94«(U« he caU> Tie 4f^v^*t* 
Hence undoubtedly his itfe OFf the 9/of0, iii I m>^^ £a^9 ITMOAfi, 
b)r borxowilig, try of what mtu\ hflliLiti aie cornfojtd^ tyhat ahcy 

•Fa 
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68 TIMONOF ATHENS. 

Men, and naen^s fortunes, conid I frankly nie. 
As I can bid thee fpeak. ^ 

Flav. Affurancc blefs youi' thonghts! 

Tim. And, in fome fort, thefe wants of mine are 
crown*d, ^ 
That I account them bleflings; for by thefe 
Shall 1 try friends ; You fliall perceive, bow yoa 
Miftake my fortunes ; I am wealthy ip my friends. 
Within there, ho ! ^ — Fiaminius ! * Servilius ! 

Znter Flaminius, Servilius, and other Servants, 

Serv. My lord, my lord, — • 

Tim. I will defpatch you feverally. — Yau, to 
lord Lucius, — 
To lord LucuUus you; I hunted with his 
Honour to-day ; — You, to Sempronius ; 
Commend me to their loves ; and, 1 am proud, faji 



lave in HeUy Sec. The old copy reads •*- Mrgumni^ not, ms Dr* 
Johnfon fuppofcd — arguments, Malone. 

86,' ia Hmmht :, ^« Have yod besrd the mrgumintf Is thetc n* 
offence iu it?*' Many more inftaDCcs to the fame purpofe might 
be fubjoioed. Steevfns. 

*~As I can hid tkt$Jptak. ] Thus the old copy ; bnt it beiog cleat 
^frOm the overloaded mcafure that thefe words are a playhoufe in* 
terpolatiao, I wq^ildnot hefitate to omit them. They are nndetftood, 
though not exflrcficd. St^evens. 

** -■ cratmV, ] i. e. dignified, adorned, made refpedable. So, 

in KingHmry VIII: 

'« And yet no day without a deed to cronm iu ** 

STCEVENik 

* Within theu^ ho!] Ho^ was fupplied by Sir Thomas Han mer. 
The frequency of Sbakfpeare*s ufe of this inteijedion, needs nm 
examples. Stfevfns. > 

•' Flaminius!] The old copy has — Flavins* The corrediom 

was made by Mr, Rowe. The error probably aro(ie from Fhi^ 
•nly being fet down in the MS. Malone. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 69 

That ray occafions have found time to nfe thcna 
Toward a lupply of money: let the rcqucft 
Be fifty talciits. 

Flam. As yon have faid, my lord. 

Flav. Lord Lncius, and LordLucuUns ?' humph f 

[ Afide^ 

Tim. Go yon. fir, [To another Scrv. ] to thefe- 
nators, * 
( Of whom even to theilate's beft health, I havd 
DeferyMthis hearing,) bid *em fend o'the inftanl 
A thoufand talents to me. ^ 

Flav. I have been bold, 

(I'^or that I knew it the nvoft general way,^) 
To them to nfe your fignet, and your name; 
But rhey do fhake their heads, and I am here 
No licher in return. 

Tim. Is't true? can it be? 

Flav. They anfwer, in a joint and corporate 
voice, 
That now they are at fall/ want treafure, cannot 
Do what they would ; are forry — you are honour- 
able, — 
But yet they could have wifh'd — they know not-^ 

but^ 
Safiething hath been amifs — a noble nature 

' lord LuruUus f ] Ai the fteward is repeating the words of 

TimoQ, i have oot fcrupled to fupply the title lord^ which is wantn 
ing in the old copy, though ncccflary to the loetre. Steevens, 

• Go »r»it,7tf, to the Jeiiaiors, J ' To complete the line, we might 
tead, ai in the &rft fceoe of this play : 

the Jenaiois o( Athens. Steevens. 

» , — / knew it tie mojt general luay^ ] General is not fpec4/t 
Vut^ compendious^ the ^way to try many at a time. JOHNSON. 
•' at/all^] i. e. dt an ebb, SxiFVENS. 

* . .-- ^,^i _ J was fuppUed hy Sir Xliomas Haoiaer, t« ftOflM 
flete the verfe. STfijivxiUf ' 
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16 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

M*y catch a wrench-^ would all were well — 'lia 

pity,^ 
And fo, intending^ other ferious iqatters. 
After diftafteful looks, and thefe hard fraSions* ^ 
With certain half-caps^^ and cold-moving nod«i' 
They froz^r nie into filencc. 
. Tim. You godg, reward them! — • 

I pr^ythee, man, look chcerly: Thefe old fellows 
Have their ingratitude in them hereditary : ' 
Their blood. is cak'd^ His cold, it fcldom'flow$ j 
'Tis lack of kindly warmth, they are not kind; 



4 .^^^ intending — ] is regarding, iurninf; ikiir notice to othef 
things. J6H>J50N. 

To int^d and to Biimd hsd ioclently tN £ic»e mnmn^z So, 
in TU Spanijh CutaU of Beaotnont and Flctchpr: 

'* Good fir, intend this biifioefs. ** 
See Vol. Vl[. p. 14I, «.^ 6. Steevens. 
S6^ in WUs, Fih^ and Fannn^ ice* th^% : 

«( Tell this man that I am going to dinner tp m^r lord maior, 
and that I cannot npw intend \m tittle«tattle«^* 
Again, in ^rqut)*« J/l^l/.C^i^, apo«tt^ >6ft3{ 
y* F#r wc bavc many f€<:r§t ways ^ ^cnd, 
«« Which are not fit our |iu (bands (ho uld intend,^* 

Malome. 
^ '.^-^^^ sif4 iktfi hkfd ^dicms, ] f Uvi\|», by Jraffins, m^ant 
hroien bints, interrupted fenic9ccs, abrupt remarles. Johnsqn. 
P ...^ halJ'Capsy 1 Ak halj-ct^ is a tap (lightly moved, qot put 

oflF. }OtlN90t<b 

7 — — r cold-ipoving nods^ ] By cold'tnoving I do not undcrflsind 
with Mr. Theobald, chilling pr cold-producing nodn^ but a flieht 
motion of the head, 'Wi^otit any Wanrmth or cordiality. 

Cold'inoving is the f«ii»c as coldly •n^oving. So f^ ferpekiai fa^ 
09ds, for ferpetualtf fober ; Inty-pacing clouds, — living'} eali^ -*- 
Jtatierhtg Jt$eit<t Sec. — Sudi diAaot and uocouneou's falutationt irq 
properly termed ro/^-movtn^, as proceeding from a c«ld and «o* 
fiiendly difpofltion. Ma|.0N1E. 

* Have their ingratitude itt them hereditary : 1 Veredttaryj for bj^ 
natural conQituiion. But fome diftempers of natural conRitutroa 
b(io^ called hereiitax)^ he; calls tbejr {ogratitude To. 

Wak^urton, 
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TIMOK QE ATHENS. 71 

Apd natijrc, ^S 't grow^ ?gain tow^^4 earth, 
Is faihionM for th^ jpgrnny, cloU, ?nd hcavy.^ — 
G9 to Vcq^di^i?, — [r? ^ Scry. ] Wytficc, [ Ti^ 

Flavius, ] be not fad, 
Thou art true, and hon^ft ; ingcmQufly "^ 1 fpeak, 
No blame belongs to thee : — [To Scrv.] Ventidius 

lately 
BuryM his father ; by \yhofc.^fath, fee? ftcpp'd 
Into a great cftate; when he was poor, 
Impnfp|:^'fi, apd in ffaycity of frjcnds^ 
I cleared him with five talqnts: Greet him from 

Bid him fuppofe, fomc good neceffity 

Touches his friend,^ which craves to be remem- 
bered 

With thofe five talents : that had, — [To Flavius,] 
give it thefe fellows 

To whom 'tis inftant due. Ne'er fpeak, or think, 

That Timon's fortunes -qsiong bis friends -can fink. 



• 494 fg^iitr^, 0f it grom 4^«i» <?«¥'«r¥ '^»'(4, 

/4 fa/hiond JfiT {jit JQvrney^ ^ull^ and ^fvj> ] Th? ff Wf {bought 
occurs in l|« Wift Jot d Monti of Beaumoat and Fletcher: 
*« Bcfide, the iair foul i old too, it grovt covetoui, 
«* Which (hows all honour is departed from us, 
** ^nd vft are earth again. " Steevens. 

* n — r- ipffWufy ~ ] Jngentoui was anciently ufed in^ead of 
infijiyiq^,* jSo, \n fke TfJ/jin^ 0} a'^krew :' 

Tmktfs JUi JrU^l, ] p^4, ^p ft 9^^y Jifford Yfnji^jus f q op- 
RPJtu^ty /qf n^$mz pij ^fiunty, and i^lieying \)}m frlen4, in 
return for his former kindnefs : -r or, fppae hon^ j^^cffl&ty, not 
the conff^ii|pcf (rf a viH^^oi^s qf4 »CT?^'f f???*!' I flf^l"" ^^^^^ 
^9§! H^^fi >* ^be meaning. Ma lone. 
So after^^irdi: 

** \f tjiis occgliot^ ^cte n9t virtuous, 

«» ji 8^0)44 P9i ji'^gf it half f9 J^aitMuUy. " SXEEyEf^s* 

F4 
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7^ TlMpN OF ATHENS. 

Flav. I would. I conld not think it;^ Tha< 
thought IS bounty's foe; 
Being free* itfelf, it thinks all others fo. [ ExtunU 



ACT III. SCENE I. 

The fame. A Rootn in Lucullus's Houfe. 
Flauinivs watting. Enter a Servant ^a him. 

Serv, I have told my lord of you, he is coming 
down tQ ygq. 

Flam« I thank you, (ir. 

Enter LucyLLUs. 

$ERy. Here'3 my lord. 

LucuL. [AJide.] One of lord Timon^s men ? a^ 
gift, I warrant. Why, this hits right ; I dreamt 
of a filver bafon and cwer^ to-night, ^laminius, 

4 I w«{f/i, / could not Mok it; ^f . ]^ I concur ia opinioo with 
fome former editors, that the words— Mini t/,'llipuld be omitted. 
Every reader wil^). meatally infert them from the fpeechof Timon, 
tbougb they are not exprefTcd in that of Flavius. The laws of 
metre, iu iny judgement, ihould fuperfede the authority of the 
{(layers, 'who appear in many inftances to have taken a dcfigned 
illiplit for an error of o'rhilfion, to the repeated idjury of our au« 
tbor*t vetfification/ I would read:' 

/ midd, I could notf That thought* s bounty s Jot — • 

' " '^ ^ Steevens* 

• — — Jue — ] is lihtf»U not patfimoniout. Johnson. 

* — a Jilver bafon ind ewer— ] Thefe uteilfils of filver being 
iDueh ^O re^iieft in ^hakfpeare*9 time, be has, at iifual, not fbruplcd^' 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 78 

hoBeft flaminius ; yon arc very refpcftivcly wcl-p 

f:ome, fir/ — Fill mc fomc wine [Exit §erv2Lnt.] 

And bow docs that honourable, complete, freci* 
hearted gentleman of Athens, thy very bountifal 
gobdlord and mafter? 

Flam. His health is well, fir. 

LucuL. 1 am right glad that his health is well, 
fir: And what haft thou there under thy cloak, 
pretty Flaminius ? 

Flam, 'haith, nothing but an empty box, fir; 
which, in my lord*s behalf, I come to entreat youir 
honour to fupply ; who, having great and inftant 
occafion to nfe fifty talents, hath fent to your lord- 
fliip to furnifh hjm ; nothing doubting your prefent 
affiftance therein. 

LucuL. La, la, la, la, — nothing doubting, fays 
he? alas, good lord ! a noble gentleman 'tis, if he 
would not keep fo good a houfe. Many a time 
and often I have dined with him, and told him 
on't ; and comeagain to fupper to him, of purpofc 
-^to have him fpcnd lefs : and yet he would embrace 
no counfel, take no warning by my coming. Every 



to place them in the h'oofe of an Athenian nobleman. So agaii^, 
in The Taming of the Skrtw: 

*•* I my houfe within the city 

'* Is richly furniihed vrith plate ^nd gold; 

*^ Bafpns an4 ewers to lave her dainty hands.** ' 
See Vol. IX. p. &i9, n. 8. Malone. 

Our author, I believe, has introduced ba/ons and ewers whert 
they would certainly have been found. The Romans appear to 
have had them ; and the forms of iheir utenfils were generally 
copied from thofe of Greece. Steevens. 

' very refpedively welcome^ J.r, ] i. e. refpefifully. So, 

in Kingjokm . ' . » , 

»^ 'Tis' too refpeSive^*' kc. 
(ee Vol. XI. B« ^09> o« fi^ SXfEViN^. 
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74 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

mta has his fauit, und hqriflfty i^ bin- I Hayp foI4 
liina on-t, but I xu>ald ncyijr gel bw from jj, 

Serv. Plcafc yojif Ipr^ftiip, hf rf js^hf W^«c. 
, LuGUL» Fl*minlq«, I hs|v/5 no^p^ ,thep §l>fays 
yA{&. Herd's ^q tbct. - 

Fla. Your lordfliip fpeaks youfplegfuiff . 

1,^1501... I hwt Qbfeiry^d tkfip ^lvvay§ fpr a .tpw?rdly 
j>foippifpmt,T^giy^ tbcp Ay du^.^^pdqnp jh^ 
iuao wfi iA^h^t hfJp^g^ to Tfi^on { mi fa|>0 ^fe \hp 
umc well, if th^ tm^ pfe tbw weU •• gopd p?rw i^ 
tbce.-TT Get ypu g ooe, firriih* [r^? lA.d Sfifv?iQ|, i^k9 
goes ow/.]--^Draw nearer, honed FJi^ifiii^s. Thy 
lord's a bountif^l'ganl^eni^P : hm tfegu ^ytyifc; 
and th.Qu koD^w'ft w^U ^ftougb, .aUbftilgb l^m P^naf ft ' 
tQ mt, tbatrfiisis «o ^igae tp Ieq4 mQ?>fiy; efpiCr 
cially ypoij We ffwudfci^. witbpijtfe.cnrity. jtJcrVi 
^r^jc f^lid^rfis^ for ihkp j gPQd bQy, lyiok ^% wn, 
^nd fay, tiw^u faw'ft mt not. Fgr^ ibe/^ v^pU. 

Flam. Is't poffibU, the wwW fbouid fo touch 

' differ; 
And wje alive, ^bat Hv'fi.?* Fly, damned haffnefi?, 
To him that worfhips thee. 

[Thro^ng the menty away, 

^ LucuL. Hji! f^pw I ff?,Jt%u arj.afpol, ^pd fit 

for thy maftcr. [T^^t JLuculIus* 

here mean probity^ bui liherfililf, ^, Mfl^^* ' 

/- ^A/l^ fPifid^ves.^] I J|?cVi?y# ^s w» » frw th* mint 

qf the poet. Steevens. 

• And we alive, that liv'dt] i. e. And we wi|o were alive tbca, 
alive now. A« much as to tay, info Jh9r4 a iinp. Warwjrton, 
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FLANi. May thefe ^id to the number that may 
fcaldticc! 
Let molten coin be thy damqation,^ 
Thou difeafe of a friend/ and not himfclf ! 
Has friendfbip fuch a faint and milky be^rd 
It turns in U($ than two nights?* O you god^, 
I feel my mailer's paffion ! * This Have 
Unto his honour/ has my lord'3 me^t in him : 
Why fhould it thrive, and tura to nutriment^ 

' Lei moltin coin ht ily dMrnnsHotit] Berlins tbe poet ^Hudu if 
the puaiihmcot inflifted on M. Aqulliui by Mithridajtet. la tki 
Shffierd's Calendar^ however, Xazarus ^eclaret faiAifclf to ti9v^ 
JecQ in beH *^ a great number of wide cauldrons and Settles, full 
of boyliog lead and oyle, with oCher hort metali mOlt^n, In 4h^ 
which were plunged and dipped the covetoni men and women, for 
to fuUrll and reptenrft) tftvm of th«ir infaHate corctife.'^ 

Again, in an ancient bl. 1. ballad, cntitledi fks Dud Man's 

«« And ladles fvU of mSUU §oU 

^ Wcr* poured d««rne thoir.throotes.'* 
Mr. M. M»fon tbi^kt that fUraiaMS ott^ *» pr«bablf olhudos tm 
tbc ibiy of liaiCBS Craffus lod tbc Partbi^ns, who arf fMd 4o 
bavepourtd molten gdld down hUtfaroat,aft« repiogcb and piuaifli^ 
tttat imr his avarice.** Ste^veiis« 

^ TAou difeafe of a friend y"] SOt in Kin^ Lean 
«* I . -my dang4iter^ 

♦♦ Or rather, a difeafi* &c. SmviNS. 

^ U turns 'w lefi Hmw tmo nigkuf] AlUi^flg to tht tHmng'^ 
aceCpencc of mlft^ Joh>i50/i^ 
^i-^"'-^ p^fioH !] i.e. fuffering. ^^ in MasieiAc 

«• Yo^ fliaU offend hiv, ai>d $^Un4 M$ p^jfifim-"* 
I t, prjolong his fyfrn^^* 5t»«vbw8. 

7 UnU ^u hiononr^j Thus the old copf^ What FlaminiMf (eems 
to mean ic, — This flave (to the honour of bis charader) has, Sec. 
The modem editors read-.Unto His kowr^ which may be right. 

• Stbevens. 

I ihould have no doubt in preferring the modern reading, wnio 
His idiir, as it is by far the ftronger expreffion, fo probably the 
tight one. M. Mason. 

Mr. Ritfon is of the t^mp opinion. Steevens. 
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When he is turnM to poifon r 

O, may difcafes only work upon*t ! 

And, when he is fick to death,* let not that part of 

nature' 
Which mv lord paid for. be of any power 
To expel ficknefs, but prolong his. hour ! * [Exit^ 



^— ... io deM^] If thcfe words, which derange tbf mefrc, 
were omiucd, would the fentimeot o( Flaminius be impaired? 

SXEtVCNK 

* -.— $f nature — ] So t,ht common cppi.ei. Sir Tbpmaf 
Hanmer read» — nurture, foiiNSON. 

Oftislut$ is furcl/ the moft expreffiye- reading. Flamioius con* 
liders that nutri>nent which Lucullus had for a length of time re« 
ceived at Timon's table, at cooftiiuting a grea( part of his animal 
fy^em. Steevens. 

* — — - hi| k^uri] i. e. ^t-boi^r qf ficknefi. His for its, 

Steevens. 
Bis in almoft every fcene of thefe plays is ufed for i/i, but bert 
I think *« kis hour" relates to Lucullus, and means. Aii Hfi, 

If my notion be well founded, we muft underfta,od that the 
Steward wiflies that the life of Lucullus may be prolonged only fot 
tbe pnrpofe of his being miferable; that Gckoefs may ^^ play the 
torturer by fmall and fmall,** and ^^ have him nine whole yeara 
ID killing.**-. »'Live loath*d and long!'* lays limon in a fubfc«i 
queni fcene ; and again: . 

*^ Decline to your confounding contraries, . . 

•» And yet confu0on live*** 
^ This indeed is nearly the mcanine^ if« with Mr. Steevens, we 
underiland kis-kour to mean ike hour ofjicine/s: and it muft be 
owned that a line in Hamlet adds fupport to his interpretation : 
" This phyfick but froldngs. tky Jickly days,**^ Malone. 
Mr, Malone*s interpretation may receive further fupport from i^ 
paflage in CorioUnus, where Menenius fays to the Roman fentinel ; 
*A &c that you are, Un^i and your raiUry increaCe with your age.-* 

ST£EV£Mt»' 
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S C E N E li. 

lite fame. A publick Place. 
Enter Lucius, xbith three Strangers. 

Luc. Who, the lord Tiraori ? he is my very good 
fricrid, and an honourable gentleman. 

1. Stkan. VVc know hhn for no lefs,' though 
We aire bat firangers to him. But I c^n tell you 
one thing ray lord, and which 1 hear from common 
rumours ; n()>v lord Fimon's happy hours are doiic^ 
an J paft, and his cftate {hrinksfrom him. 

Luc. Kye, no, do hot believe it; he cannot want 
for money. 

2. StrAn. But believe yoti this, niy lord, that, 
not long ago, one of his men was with the lord 
LucuUus, to borrow fo many talfents; ^nay, Urged 

' Wi knew him for no lefs^ ] That i«, wt know lim by repdrt (b 
be no lefs than you reprefcDt bim, iboiigh we are Grangers lb bit 
perTon. Johnson. 

To know^ in the prefent, and feveral other inftaaces, is ufed by 

#tir author for — io at knot* ledge » So^ in Coriolanus^ Aft V. fc. v: 

^* You are to know 

** That profperouflv I have attempted, and 

" With bloody pafiage led yOtir wars—'* 8fec. Sr^EViNS. 

4 .^ — art done — ] i. e. confumed. See Vol. XIV. p. isS, n, 8. 

f Maloni. 

* io borrow fo many Ulents ; ] Suth is the reading off the 

bid copy. The modern editors rcid arbitrarily — Jifty talents, » $$ 
immnj is not an uncommon colloquial expreflion for an indefinitt 
number. The ftranger might not know the exa& fum. 

ST£BVENS. 

So, Queen Elizabeth to one of her parliaments t ** And for me, 
it (haU be fti&ciciit that a majrble ftoac dctlate that a quctfn htnaf^ 
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78 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

extremely for't, and fhow'd what neccflity belonged 
to't, and yet was denied. 

Luc. How? 

a. Stran. 1 tell you, denied, my lord. 

Lug. What a flrange cafe was that? now, beforti 
the godS) I am aiham'd on^t Denied chat ho- 
nourable man ? there was very little honour (how'd 
in*t. For my own pan. I mud needs confiefo, I 
have received fome £mall kindneCTes from him, as 
tnoney, plate ^ jewele, and fuch like trifles, nothing 
comparing to his; yet, had he mifibok'him, and 
lent to me,^ I Jhoald tie'cr have denied his occafioa 
fo many talents.' 

ytlgutdjutk « tiiHiy [ u ti tht time that Jhe (hoolcl Ba^e rtigncdi; 
>iybattvtt uat« that torgbt happtn to b«, ] livtd atitl died m vlrgia.** 

So, Holinflied : ^^ The bifliop commaaded bis ferrant to btk^ 
him tbebook bound io white vellum, iyiag in hitiUxdy, in/uck^. 
|>latTe.** We (heuld too^ ifritc^-lto aatUin ptacfc. 

Again, ia IfM Atcvuat^^D^ok, kejf)t bf £mfota m iht Umt ^^ 
Heory the Seventh* ab4 quoud ^y Bac^A in liis HiA^ry oi ibgii 
lid^: 

^* Jitm^ Received of/uth « 0nt five matki, f6r a pardon to b^' 

procured, and i/ the pardon doAOtpafi^ th6 mDuty to be i<^aid.*' 

.«« He (old fo mud of bis c6ate« when b« came of age,** (jjnedia. 

ing « artifin portion of bis tftate,] is yet the phrafeAU)gy •f Sti>tUiul; 

< , — ^jtt^ lad If mifiook iim^ and/eni ii mi, ] We fiuot^id itadi 
- hifiook*d bim^ i. e. dverlooked, neglcded t0 fend io him. 

WarKu&tom. 
I father read, fd kmd Jii noimi/Uok iim^ la^dfoki ti ima 

Johnson. 
Mr* £dward8 prbpofes to read—* yd had he miffed him, Luciut 
hasjuft decJared ihac he had had (ew^r i>refenis fraju T«mOn, ihaa 
l.ucullus bad received, w>ho tberefbre ought iq have been the ^(ft 
io aflift him. Yet«kf«yshe« had Ximon ^fiooi kim^ or oveiiookad 
that circnmEaBce^ and ftnt io «tic, I fiioiUd nox hayx denied &c« 

Steevens^ 

Thatis^ (« had bepTimon) miAaken himCelf a^l JCeht eo mir, [ 

ivould ne*er** &c. He <neaus to iivhouate that It would have ^een 

a Isind of miftakeinTimoh to apply to a perfon who hadrccciyed 
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tlnUr Servilius. 

Ser. Sfec, by good hap, yorider'S thy Idlrd ; 1 tivc 
fweat to fee his honobr. — My hohdUl'^d Ibtd, — 

[To Lucius. 

Luc. ^crviliils! you arc kindly tntt^ fir. I^rc 
thei well: — Confmcrid me to thy hohourablc-Vir- 
tuous lord, my very cxquilit6 Irifend. 

Ser. May it pleafc your hoiiourr Ifiy lotd hath 
fcnt — — * 

Luc. tlalwhat has he fcftl? I am fd mtich tti-^ 
dcarM to that lord; he's ever tendiHg: MdW Ihall 
I thank him, think'Il thou ? And what has he fent 

Sfett. He has ottly !tnt his pt-dftilt dteiifidtt tsow, 
my lord ; requefting your lordfliip to Tupply hi$ 
inftant tirt with To mftiiy ifalehtB.* 



fucb tiifling favours from bim, In preference to Lucullul, w'hd 
ifi^aVfeekiVld M\ic)\ g^lcaUt', but if TilAoVi )l^d ttiidt \h%\ inilbke, 
he flioiild DO have denied him fo many talettt%. M. Ma^n. 

fM kt ifkiftot>l kim thtan%« h«d tt hy ttifllke tliOU|^^ fih^ unler 
kfs oblig^tiOlas than fefi^, tiniA fend to tiSt jn:tordhk|ly» HtAtH. 

I \Mnk with Mr. Steevtnt thkt tim^rtHtU «o TiiDX>B| and tkat 
mjleoi Aim is a refleftivc participle. ■ MAlonb. 

y • ^ ^iniii %U Htsfimi fo iPhLtif /toMtijv] f. e. ft ceHtiH imfebet 

6f iit««ts\.ift]cft •k n^mbtt ^i ht ia^hX Mpf ^ t6 Vant. This fkfi- 
fag^, as well as a former, (fee n. 3, p> t?t) llkewl tbM ^t ttHt 
below is not corrupt. I^ALOne* ^ 

* wiik fo many talents,] Such again if th^ tekdiog with 

tJ^fcich t^i% 6\B, c'6py f6j)|)l5e^ t»s. PtidtiMy tli* tXa^ Y»uniVer of 
^tf^rfc/J wYtnteH ^as nbt exjf^reftlV fet dOwli b> ShJi\1J)e'ar'e. If tbii 
ifdA ihfc tafc, the p^a^fcr Who yt\>rete\nkti the thftY^Aer, tf ole oY^t?* 
fir'ft nntii^ek- that was upj>ertftb(i in fai^ ttifi^^, ahd tVe ptVfit^t, wV^ 
cdpied ifft)m th'e playhoufc bool:*, ptX tioHvti a\i Jfld-elibn* t6Y 't*hfc 
icfi'ulre funi, wb^ich rcthiinefl tinfptcificd. ^hk Ino^Aeih e'tmbiji 
read^giih in this ibftji*clc, jS)?; m#*h. ft^hUp's Vb'eTrtValbibtbt^ta 
^ t:tXt Ulth Jiim which he tendered to LucuUut. St££V£M8. 
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Luc. I know, his lordfhip is but merry with mc ; 
He cannot want fifiy-fivc hundred talents. 

Ser But in the mean lime he wants lefs, my lord. 
If his occafion were not virtuous,^ 
1 Ihould no urge it half fo faithfully.* 

Luc. Doft thou fpeak fericufly, Scrvilius? 

Ser. Upon my foul, 'tis trufc, fir. 

tuc. What a wicked beaft was 1, to disfurnifli 
myfclf againft fuch a good time, ivhen I might have 
tiiown n^yfelf honourable? how unluckily it hap- 
pened, that I fhould purchafe the day before for a 
little part,* and undo a great deal of hbnour?^ — 



There is, I am confident, n6 error. I have met with this \in<l 
of phrafeology in many books of Sbakfpcare's age. . In Julius 
Cmfar w^ have the phrafe ufed here. Lucilius fays to bis adver- 
fary : * 

«« There is /tf mnch^ that thou wilt kill me ftraight.*' 

Malone. 
' // his occMJion weu not virtuous,"] Virtuous for flrong, forcible, 
preifing. WarburIton. 

The .meanii:^ may tnore naturally be — If be ^id not want it tot 
a good ufe. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfon's explication is certainly right.— r We had before : 
tt Some good necejfkiy touches his friend.** Maloni. 

• . — J, half f 6 faithfully.] Faithfully for ferVcntly. Tl?ercfore, 
without more ado, the Oxford editor alters the text to fervtntly. 
But he might have feen, that Shakfpcare ufed faithfully for fer- 
vently, as in the former part of the fentonce he had ufed virtuoud 
for forcible. Warburton. 

Zeal or fervour ufually attending /</^/iV;. MAiONE. 

' -^"ihat I Jhould purchafe the daf hifbre for a little part, emd^ 
nndo a great deal of honour f] Though there is a Teeming plaufible 
antithefis in the terms, I am very well affurcd they are corrupt at 
the bottom. For a little part of what? Honour is the only fub- 
Aantive that follows in the fentence. How much is the antithefis 
improved by the fenfe which my emendation gives ? »^ That t 
ii6uld purchafe for a Httlc i^ir/| and undo a greatf deal of honour V^ 

Xheobalv. 
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^ervilius, now bcford the gods, I km not able to 
do't; the more beaft, I fay: — I was fending to ufe 
lord Timon myfelf, thefe gentlemen can witnefs ; 
but I would tipt, for the wealth of Athens, 1 had 
done it now. Commend me bountifully to his 
good lordfliip ; and 1 hope, his honour will con- 
ceive the faireft of me, becaufe I have no power to 
be kind; — And tell him this from me, I count it 
one of iliy gteateft affliftions, fay, that I cannot ' \ 

pleafure fuch an honourable gentlcinail. Good 
Servilius, will yon befriend me fo far, as to ufc 
mine own words to him? 
Ser. Yes, fir, I ihall. 

liLuc. 1 will look yon out a good turn, Servilius. — • 

[Exit Servilius; , 

This emendation h received, likeaU others, by SirT. Hanmer, 
but negle&ed by Dr. Warburion. I think Theobald right in ful^ 
peeing a corruption ; nor is his emendation iojudicioui, though 
perhaps we may better read, purcka/e the day itfoujor a liitlt park. ^ 

Johnson. 

I am fatlsfied vrlth the old reading, which is fuffixiently in out 
author's manner. By.purchafing what brought me but little honour, 
i have lod the more honourable opportunity of fupplying the wants 
of my friend. Dr. Farmer, however, fufpeds a quibbU between 
honour in its common acceptation, and honour ( i. e. the lord/hip 
of a place,] in a legal fenfe. SeeJacobs*s Didionary. 

Steevens. 

I am jaeither fatisfied with the amendments pfopofed, or with 
Steevenfs explanation Qf the prefent reading; and have little doubt 
but we (hould read *■*• purchafe for a littU pott^" inftea'd of part^ 
and the meaning wilt then be — *«How; unlucky was I to have pur- 
chafed, . but the day before, out of a little vanity, and by that 
means difabled myfelf from dding an honourable a&idn.** Port 
means Jhow^ or magnijicence* M. Mason. 

I believe Dr. Johnfon's reading is the true one. I once fufpeded 
ibe phrafe ** purchafe /or;" but a more attentive examination of 
our author's works and thofc of his contemporaries, has (hewn mc 
the folly of fufpcfting' corruptions iA the text, merely becaufe it 
exhibits a different phrafeology from that ufed at this day. 

MALONS* 

Vol, XVII. G 
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Tr9^» af yott (aid, Timc^© is Arofik, mrfeicd ; 
And lie, ihu'^QM>t ^fiie^i will bftrdly (pced^ 

{ Etdi Lucw$« 

I. St^AN. Dp yom obfftrwc iWs, HofUliw?* 

(t. 3t«An. Ay, loo wfjl, 

1. St»AN. Why t¥s 
Is t^€ wojrldVfpul^ fto4 j^ftpf tbcvfeflic piece 
Is levcry 5aH;er€r> fpifilif ^ Who can c*Il hi»i 
Hi^ fiieQd, that dips %nihc fai»e difll?^ for, in 
My knowing* Timon has been this lord's father* 

^ Do you oh/trvt tkis^ HoJIiliusf] I am willing to 4»t]if:vc, fof 
the fake of metre, that our author wrote : 
Ohferve you tkis^ Hojtilius ? 

ify t$4 vtlL STeEVEjis4| 
* .^^.fistUrtr^s %>uit. 1 This is Dr. Warburtoa*s emeadatioa. 
The other [ modern] editions read: 
Wky^ this is tkt worUs foul ; 

And jujt of tki /am4 fUce k 4v$rf jlgiitrer^s Cport. * 

Mr. Upton has out voluckily tran%oCe4 the two final wor<l»« thus 5 
Wkf, ikis it tki w$Hd*s fport ; • 

Of tkt /iflf pitU CJ 4949y J^Ufif'i foul. 

Tbc paflage is not fo obfcure as to provoke fo much enquiry. 
tkis^ Cays fee, u Ht$ Jo^ or fpifii of tki woHd: $vtry Jldltntr plays 
the fame game, tk^ki^fpori with the c«n6dcn€c of his friend. 

, Johnson* 

Mr. M. Mafon prefers th^ amendment of Dr. Wftrburton to th« 
tranfpo^tion of Mr* Upton. Steevens. 

The emendation, JpiTit<i belongs not to Dr. WarburCon, but to 
Mr. Theob^M. The word was ffeljHcn|ly pro»oi;»ced »f pac ffl- 
Uble, a(n4 ^inetime^, I think, ytriiitujfriie, Hen^e tbe fWTup-* 
tion w?i$ eafy ; w^ilft Q^ \^:P pthcr hijnd itis hjghly ^mprx^bJibh tj^it 
two words tp difi<»nt from ^ach o^b^r as /ajf/ and JpQft [ w Jpiri(\ 
ihonld <:haagc pla^^^ Mr. Upton did poi ukp Mi« trjOu^le tt^ Iqq^ 
into the pld copy ^ but finding /out wid ffgrt ibip fipal wojr^ qf ^wo 
lines in \fr. Pope*s and the fubfequ^pt edjuons, tOoJiL it for grdxUf4 
tbcjr heM Mjfi fawe fifya|iqn ip the ongwl cditiop, whi^i^ wf fee 
was not thp caU. { do pot |;)cli(ve this fpeei^h wa? iptci^dftd hf tlK 
author fpr vprfc. Ma^on^, 

« . ih^i dips t'n Hi Jnnif diftif ] This phfal# Is fcriptucal. 

«» He thaidippeth Hil k»od with me in the diib/* £^. ill«^^^ 
.wwi, a). . Steevbns. ^ 
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Atid kept his credit with his purfe ; 
Suppotted his eftatc ; nay, Timon's money 
Has paid his men their wages: He ne'et drinksi 
But Timon's filver treads upon his lip; 
And yet, (Oj fee the monftroufncfs of mart 
When he looks out in an ungrateful fhape!) 
He does deny him, rn refpcft of his/ 
Vyhat charitable men afford to beggars. 

3. Stran. Religion groans at it. 

1. Stran. For mine own t)ai:t| 

1 never tailed Timon in my life, 
Nor came any of his bounties over me, . , 

To mark n^e for his friend; yct> I proieft, 
For his right noble mind, illuftrious virtud, 
And honqurable carriage. 
Had his neceffity made ufe of me, 
1 Would have put my wealth into dohatiotl. 
And the beft half fliould have i^etarn'd to him, * 



7 — ^in uJpeH oj hls^] i. e. tbnfedetftig Timbii*8 clairii fof 

Wb?l he Jlfts. Wi^RBPRTON. 

In ufpeSi of his fprtiinc: what Luciu^ deiyes to Timotf il ih pro- 
portigo to what Luciys pofieflcs, lefs than the ufual aims given b/ 
goofl mt^ tb beggars. Johnson. 

Doics noi Jl/i refer (0 t*be lip (fjtmonf — Thbygh Lucius himfelf 
drink frdm a filver cup which was timon s gift to hiiti, be rcfafcf 
to Titn'on^ in return, drink fr6in ao.^ cUp. H^NtsT. 

* J would have put my wealth into donation, 
And ihie hijt halj'jhould khve retiirn*d to kiniy ] 3ir f . Hanmcf , 

i wfiMld hi$0 f put 9iy vff alii »»/# partiliott. 
And tie Ufi half jh9nld havt a(tOrn*4 t$ Aim,— -^. 
I3r. WAfbiirtOB rc^eiyet aiiof%"d. likk Qiii/ di&cuLt^ i$ ih i\t 
irbrd riiurnd, which, fioco bt bad teceiVd notbasg from hin, 
taiuMt be iiifid buiio a Very low 4«d ticentioun meaning. 

JOHNSON. 

Hitd his vaefitf msde it/# ofhe, I mild i4v$ pui m| fittune into 
a candiiioM tcki alUt^ted^ md iht keji MJ «/ vfk$i J had gained ift>« 
Jilfy tr reuinU frm iikertf Jk9%li kawe found Us tuty h hifih £i*fi^ 

G a 
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^4 T 1 M O N O F A T H E N S. 

So much I love his heart: But, I perceive. 

Men muft learn now with pity to difpenfe ; 

Fot policy fits above confcience. [ Exeunt. 



fuch licentious expofitron muft be allowed, or the paffage remain in 
obfcurity, as fome readers may not choofe to receive Sir Thomas 
Hanmer*s emendation. 

The -following lines, however, in Hamlet^ Ad II. fc. ii. perfuad^t 
me that my explanation of — put mj weaUk*into donation — is fomewbat 
doubtful: 

t' Tut your dread pleafures more into ^command 

»' Than to entreaty.** 
Again, in Cymheline, Aft III. fc. iv : 

*>*> And xAad'ft me put into conitmpt the fuits 

»* Of princely fellows,'* 8cc. 
Perhaps the ftranger means to fay, I would have treated my wealth 
as a prefent originally received from him, and on this occafion have 
returned htm the half of that whole for which I fu|>pofed myfell 
to be indebted to his bounty. Lady Macbeth has nearly the fam^ 
fentiment : / 

•• i< in compt 

** To make their audit at your highnefs* pleafure, 

" Still to return jouT omn^'* Stbevens. 

The difficulty of Uiis paffagt arifes from the word uturti'di 
tVarbunon ptopofes to read attorn'd$ but that word always rciatet 
to perfons, not to things. It is the tenant that attorns, not iho 
lands. The meaoiag of the palTage appears to be this t-?.*^ Though 
I never tafted of Timon*s bounty, yet I have fucb an eft'eem fqr hlf 
virtue, that had he applied to me, I (hould have confidered my 
wealth as proceeding from his donation, and have returned half of 
it to him again/* . To put his wealth into donation, means, to put 
it down in account as a donation, to fuppofe it a donation. 

M. Masok. 

I have na doubt that the latter very happy interpretation givem 
by Mr. Steevens is the true one. Though ( fays the fpcaker ) I never 
tafted T]mon*& bounty in my life, I would hzvefuppo/ed my-whoi« 
fortune to have been a gijt from him, &c. So, in the cotaimbn 
phrafe, — P«/ yourfelf [ i. e fuppofe yourfelf] in my place. The 
paflag^s quoted by Mr., Steevens fully fupport the phiafe-^tiiia 
donation. 

" Return d to him*'-neceflarily includes the idea of having C0fi# 
from him, and therefore can not mean ^mply-^Jound iis OM^y, the 
tnterpretataoafitft'giyen^by'Mi:. StftevcDS. Melons. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. S5 

S GENE III. 

The fame. A Room in Scmpronius's Houfe^ 

Enter Sempronius, and a Servant of Timon's. 

Sem. Muft he needs trouble me in't ? Humph ! 
'Bovc all others ? 
He might have tried lord Lucius, or LucuUus ; 
And now Vcntidius is wcaJthy too. 
Whom he redeemed from prifon: ^ All thcfe thrcc^ 
Owe their cftates unto him. 

Sfrv. iioy lord. 

They have all been touchM, ^ and found bafe metal| 

for 
Tbey have all den^'d him ? 

Sem. How! have they denyM him? 

Has Ventidius^ and LucuUus denyM him? 

* And now Venitdius is wfaltky too^ 

Whom he redetmd from pri/on:] This circumfiance UkeWi^^ 
ilccnrt ia the anonymous unpubliflied comedy of Timon: 
** O yce ingratcful ! have I freed yec 
•• From bonds in prifon, to requite me thus, 
** To u-ample ore mce in my mifcry?'* Maloni. 

• ikift three— J Thu word Uret wt* inferted by Sir T. 

Hanmer to complete the mcafuje ; a« was (he exclamation 0, fo.r 
the fame reafon, in the following fpeech. Steevens. 

^ Tkty kave all been touch'd, ] That is, tritd^ alluding to th« 
iouchjone. Johnson. 

SOf in King Richard III : ■ ^ \ 

(« O Buc^ngham, now do I play the iouch^ 
" To try, if thou l^c current gold, indeed." Steevens. 

* H«j Venf^dius &c. ] With this mutilated and therefore rugged 
(peech no ^ar accuftomed to harmony can be fatisficd. Sir X% 
iiaamer thus reforms the firft part of it : 

Have Lucius, and Ventidius^ and LucuUus^' 
^^eny^him all? and dots ki/tnd to met 

■ " G 3' 
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86 TIMON OF ATHENS.' 

And does hefeiidto mc? Three? humph I--^ 
it fliows bt^t little love or judgement in him. 
Muft I be his laft refuge? His friends, like phy-- 

ficiisinSj 
Thrive, give him over^^ Muft I t^ke the cqre upoi^ 

IPC ? 



Ifet we nciigbt better, I tbint, read with t later editor: 
Denyd kim^ fay you? and does kijtnd to met 
nrttf Um^k! 

ItfllBWi kc. 

fiut \ can only poiqt out metrical dilapidatioas wbich I profeCi my 
inability to repair. Steevens. 

6 _ -— — Hit friends. Hit phyfichni, 

Thrive, §ivt kin §vit ; J Sir T. Han/aer r^^ds, iry*d^ plau- 
^hij eaoMgh. loftead of tkru propofed by Mr. Popc^'I C^ould 
^ead tkrice. But perhaps the old reading is the true. Johnson. 

?erhaps we {hould read— ^mV. They givf kirn over Jhriv'd^ 
^hat 11, prepared for immediaU death iyjhrijt. TthWhitT. 

1^hap« the following pafiHtge ill Webfter's DutcAf/s of Ma^, i| 
^he beft comment after all : ' 

** ■Phyficiaos thus 

*^ Wilk their hands fall oj money^ ufe to g}vt o*er 
«• Their paticats.'* 
Tht pn^a^^e will then mean : — ** Hi* (rieiidi, l^ke ^hy f ciaos, 
thrive by hit bounty and fee«» a^d either rtlinquijh, and fwjmkt km., 
or give bi^ cafe up at defpertte.** to givi ovn in tkt Taming of 
the Shrew has no reference to the irrrmediabU condition of ;^ 
patient, but fimply means to leave, to forfakc, to quit: 
** And thereifort let me be thus bold with you 
** To give you over at this firft encounter, 
•* Uuleds you w\U accompany me thither.'* Stbevins. 

Th^ editor of the fecopd folio, the firfl and principal cprrupteic 
of thefe p4ays, for Thrive, fubftituted Thrived, 09. which the cb/i- 
jednres of Sir Thomas Hanra?r and Mr. Tyrwliitt were founded. 
The paQage quoted 'by Mr. Steevens from Tke Dutche/s pj Matjy^ 
is a ftrong confirmation of the old reading ; for Web^r app^ari 
both in that and in another piece of his (The White Divil) to baye 
frequently imitated Sbaifpeare. Thus, in The Dutt^efs ,oJ Matjy^ 
vrc find : ^ - ^ 

" . Ufe me well, you were bod ; 

*' What I ha;Ve dottc> I have done i 1*11 con(ef$ oolhing.'* 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. 8? 
Ht has mucli difgtdic'd mc in't ; I ans a^gry at him, 



Apparently from OtltUo: 

*» Demaokl me notMifg^; whal yo« Vatnt^ ymi fnoWj 

*» Ffom this time fof ib- 1 Bever wiU fpcaii wot<K*' 
Again the Cardii^l, fpeakipg to hit miftrcfi Julia, who had ina« 
portuned him to difclofe the taufe .of hli tkielanchol^ feyis 

i« I ■ Satisfy tlly liODghig; 

(^ The only vray to make thee keep thy cauol«ly 

** If, not to tefl thee/' 
So, in King Henry IV, ftfrt Fr 

*» I II I for ftcKccy 

** No lady clofer 5 for I well believe " 

Thou wilt not utter what tboti d'oft flot* know." 
Again, hi tht WhiU DtvU : 

** Terrify Mes^ m'y lord, vi'nh painted devils^** 
So, in Macbeth: 

'* *ti» th« eye of ehUimod 

*^ That fears a painted dtvil,*' 
Again, in The White Devil: 

*^ . — I — the fecret of my prince, 

«» Vrtich 1 viWXvear r'th* infide of my keai^V 
Copied, I think, from thefe lines of Hamlet: 

*' — — — Give me the man 

«« Tb&t is nm pal&on*i flave, and* I wi(4 ueeHF htm 

i» In my hearVs cpte^ ay, in my heart of h«art»** 
The l^kite pevil was not printed till 161 2. — Hamlet hzd appeared 
in r6o4v 9ee aliV> an<»ther imitation <|u,oTetl in a note on Cjm^elin^, 
Aa IV. fc. ii. ; and the laft fcene of the fourth ad of The 
Bnt^keft §f Mitifyy whiell fiems to have be«nr copied from our an* 
thor*9 Kmeg}oh^ Ad lY. fe. ir. 

The Dutcke/s df Maljy kad eertat«ly aljDp«arfed Ikef^rr 1^9% for 
EtWbage, who died iii. tha^ year^ aded'i« it; I believe, btfor* i6>i6, 
lor I imagine it is the p4ay alluded t* in B«n Jonlbn's FaologiM to 
Every Man in his Hufnoury printed in that year: 

^ 'Bo makeaclftild aew*fwaddled to praoeed 

•• Man/* 8cc. 
S(r that plr^aiUy %he Uacs above cited from) Wehfttt's f^T ^7 
Mr. Steevenst, were coipied from Timon before it was i* prinf ; for 
it firft appeared io U*« foHo^ 162 3. Hence we may oo«cln<Je, that 
thriws v^sno« a» error of the prefs, but our author's orisiual >»rord, 
which ^ebfter iflwiatcd, not from tbe printed book, but frwa the^ 
reprefentation ol ih« play, or the Mf. copy. * 

It is ob(«rvable, that in this piece of Webfter's, the duDcheft, who, 
like Defdemona^ is ftpangled, revives after longjeemngdtvi^ fpeakft 
a few wocd^ sud tbea dies. Mai^onb* 
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88 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

That might have known my place : I fee no fenfc 

^ tbT\ 

Bnt his occafions might have woo*d me fycR,; 

For, in my confcicp(:e, I was the firft man 

That e'er recciv'd gift from him : 

And docs he ^hink, fo backwardly of rat now, 

That I'll requite it laft? No: So it may prove 

An argument of laughter to the reft, 

And 1 amongft the lords be thought a fool. ^ 

I had rather than the worth of thrice the fum, 

He bad fent to me firft, but for my mind's fake j 

I had fuch a courage ' to do him good. But noii^ 

return, 
And with their faint reply this anfwer joiri ; 
Who bates mine honour, fliall not know my coir^. 
' \ '' ' " [Exit. 

Seuv. Excellent !* Your lordihip's a goodly villain. 
The devil knew not what he did* when he made 
man politick ; he crofs'd himfclf by't: and I cannot 
think, but, in the end, the villainies of man will 
iict him clean^ How fairly this lord ftrivcs to ap^ 

* A^nd I mongjl the Iprds Je thought n JooL ] [Old copy — an4 
*mongfi lords he thought a fool.] The pctfohal pronoun was inferled 
by the editor of the fccond folio. Malone. 

I have changed the poiition of the perfonal pronoun, and added 
tht for the fake of metre, which, in too many parts of this play, it 
incorrigible. ST££Vens. 

' / hadf^U a courage-.^] Such an ardour, fuch an eager defire. 

' JOHNSOk. 

* Excellent i kc] I fupppfe the former part of this fpeecb to 
have been originally written in vcrfe, as well as the latter; thouglk 
the players having printed it as profe (omitting feveral fyllables < 
ncceflary to the metre ) it cannot now be reftored without fuch ad- 
ditions as no editor is at liberty to infert in the text. Stsbvens. 

I fufped no omifBon whatfoever here. Malokb. 

* The devil knew not what he didy when he made man politick i h* 
^rofs'd himjellbyt: and I, cannot thini, hut^ tn ihe wi, the villainiis 
of man will fet him dear. J 1 canhot but thiirk that the negative 
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T I M O N OF ATHENS. §g 

pear foul ? takes virtuous copies to be wicked ; like 



net has iotruded into this paflage, sad ^he reader will think fo 109, 
when ht reads Dr.Warburton's explanation of the next wqrds. 

Johnson. 

will fei Aim clear, ] Set kirn dear does not mean acquit 

bim before heaven ; for then the devil mufl be fuppofed to know 
ivkat he did ; but it iignifies puzzle him, outdo him at his own 
weapons. Warbuhton. • t 

How the devil, , or any other being, fliould be fet clear by beinz 
puzzled and outdone^ the commentiitpr has not explained. When in 
a crowd we would have an opening made, we fay, Stand clear ^ that 
is, out of the way of danger. With fome affinity to this ufe, tUough 
iiot without great harfhnefs, to /et clear, mzy ht to Jet ajide. l^uC 
I believe the original corruption is the infertion of the negative, 
which was obtruded by fbme tranfcriber, who fuppofed crofs^d to mean 
thwarted, when it meant, exempted from evil. The ufe of crojjinf 
by way of protedion or purification, was probably not worn out 
in Shakfpeare's time. The (enfe of fet clear is now eafy ; he has 
no longer the guilt of tempting man. To crofs himfelf may mean, 
in a very familiar fenfe, to clear his/core^ to get out of debt, to quit 
lis reckoning. He knew not what he did, may mean, he knew not 
bow much good he was doing bimfelf. There is no need of 
emendation. Johnson. 

■ Perhaps Dr. Warburton*s ei^plaifation is the true one. Cleax is 
an adverb, or fo ufeci ; and^r. Jobnfon*s Didionary obferves that 
to Jet mtzns, in Addifon, to embarrafs, to diftrcfs, to perplex.^ 
if then the devil made men politick, he has thwarted his own in- 
tereft, becaufe the fuperipr cunning of man will at laft puzzle him, 
or be above the reach of his temptations. Tollet. 

Johnfon's explanation of this paflage is nearly right j but I don't 
fee how the infertion of the negative injures the fenfe, or why that 
(bould be qonfidered as a corruption. Servilius means to fay, that 
the devil did not forcfee the advantage that would arife to himfelf 
from thence, when' he made men politick. He redeemed himfelf 
by it; for men will, in the end, become fo much more villainous 
than he is, that they will fet him clear ; he will appear innocent 
when compared to them. Jobnfon has rightly explained the words, 
" he croFcd himfelf by it."* — So, in Cymbeline^ Poilhumus fays of 
bimfelf: 

It ^^ It is I »^ 

«* That' all the abhorred things o*tbe earth amende 

*» By being worfe than they." M. Mas^n. 
The meaning, 1 think, is this : — the devil did not know mfkai h^ 
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• 

thofe thftt, ntkdethot trdcm xca}, would fee whole 

realms on fire.* 

Of fuch a nature is his politick love. 

This was my lord's beft hope ; now all arc fled, 



mss ali$ui^ [ havr mxach hb rc^ia^ati*a £6c wickednefs w^uldbe dioii*^ 
ai&ed 1 mki* ke m£d$ vm frafif and iMitreJed ; ke ikuarttd hmftlj 
by it i [ by thus raiGog up rivals to contend with kim in iniquity, 
and at length to furpafs him; ] and I tannAbut Ihinl that at lajt th$ 
4normiUttiPj mankind will rife tt fuek a kiighty as to make even Safhn 
iim/elfy M comparifoaf appear (what he would leaf! of all wifli to be) 
Jpotlejfs and innocent, 

CUar is in many other places oTed by oirr author and th.e coo- 
temporaffy writers, for innocent. So, in Tie TempeJ : 

** — r- nothing bat hearts Corrdw^ 

«• Amd a cUar life enfuin^** 
Again, in Macieik: 

T lw OuBcan 

«^ Hash borne bis faeuhits to meek, bath been 

** So clear in his great o£ce, — ■". 
▲gaiiK is iHe play before us : 

** Roots, ye clear god$ !" 
Again, in Marlowe's Lu^'j Dominion, iGSy: 

** ^— — ^— I kno^v rayfclf am clear 

" A* is the n*w»borii intaat." KCalome. 

Tb« devil's folly )• makMf man politick, is to appear in this, 

that ke will, attht lo»^ ru^ be too many for bis old mafter, and 

got free of hiS' bondA. The villaioies of man are to fet himfelf 

clear, not the devil, to wkom he is f»pppoX&d to be in tbraldoio, 

RiTSON. 

GoBcerning this difficult, paflage, I claim no other merit than 
that of having left before the reader the iH>ies of ail the com* 
DRnutors* I myfelf amuia the ftste of Dr. Warburtoa's devil, — 
pmxAhdy rnftead of behig/ri elear by them. 

* — -— <<f4«« virtuous copies 16 be mickedt liks tkofi he, ] This 
is a refltdion on the puritans of that time. Thcfe pcopJe were then 
fet upon the projeA of »ew-mK>dclliag the eccleliaftical and civil 
government according to fcriptute rules and examples ; wbicbmatkes 
him fay, th^t under teal for the word of God, they would J^ mkalo 
realms on fire, ' So, Sempronins preteflded to that wacm affedion 
and generotksiealoufy of ^endOklp-, tkit is affrcmecd, if aay other 
be applied to befbic it. At beft tbe EmtUtitde is ^0 aukward 
one : but it ktied the auMenc^^ thoogh not theyjk^difr. 

Warrurton. 
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Save the gods only : ^ Now his friends are dead, 
• Poors, that were ne'er acquainted with their wards 
Maiiy a bounteous year, muft be employed - 
J^ow to guard fore their mafter. 
And this is all a liberal courfe ^lows ; 
Who canROtl^eep his wealth, muft keep his houfe/. 

[Exit. 

SCENE IV. 

Thejdme. A Hall in Timon's Houjc^ 

pnter two Jcrvants oj Varro, and the fervant of 

Lucius, meeting TiTU's, Hortensius, and other 

Jcrvants to Timon's Creditors^ waiting his coming 

out. 

Var. Serv* Well met; good- morrow, Titus and 
Hortenfius. 

Tit. The like to you, kind Varro. 

HoR. Lucius? 

What, do we meet together ? 

Luc. Serv. Ay, and, I think, 

One bufinefs does command us all ; for mine 
Is money. 

Tit. So is theirs and 6urs. 



3 



Savt the gods onlf:] Old copy,— Savf oniy the gods. The 
^nfpofitioa is Sir Thomas HaomeT's. Stottens. 

4 — _ f^ftp its ioufi.] i. €• keep withia doors for fear of duii$« 

JOHMftON. 

So, in Meafure- Jot Metfure^ Ad lU. fc. ii ; •' You will turn 
good hufband nov/, Pompeys you will keep tie kou/e,** 

SXBIVENS- 
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^a/tfr Philotus. 

Luc. Serv. And fi^ 

Philoms too ! 

Phi. Good day at oacc. 

Lup. Serv. Welcome, good brother, 

\Yhat do you think the hour ? 

Phi. ^ Labouring for nine. 

Luc. Serv. So much? 

Phi. Is not my lord fcen yet? 

Luc. Serv. Not yet. 

Phi. I wonder on't; he was wont to (hine at 
fevcpi. ^ 

LUc. 3eRv. Ay, \^VLt the dfays ar/e w^xed Ihorteif 
. with him : 
You muft confider, that a prodigal courfe 
Is like the fun's ;^ but not, like his, recoverable. 
? -fear, . 

*Tis deepeft winter in lord Timon's pqrfe ; , 
That is, one may reach deep enough, and yet 
Find little. « 

Phi. I am of your fear for that. 



a prodigal courfe 



Is like the funsi] That is, like bim ip blaze and fplendor. 

f *' Solis occidere & redire pojfunt.** Caiul. ^ Johnsom. 

Theobald and the fubfequeot editors, elegaotly enough, but 

without Deceflity, read — a prodigal's courfe. We hav^ the fatne 

phrafe as that in the text in the laft couplet of the preceding fcene : 

^^ And this is all 9, liberal courje allows.*' Malonk. 

* reack deep enough^ and yet . 

Find Utile.] Still, perhaps, alluding to the efifeds of winter, 
during which feme animals are obliged to feck their fcauty pro* 
yi^oa through a depth of faow. ST£fiV£MS. 
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Ttt. ril (how you how to obfcrvc a ftrange event, 
iTour lord fends now for mon^^y. 

HoR. Moft true, he does. ' 

Tit. And he wears jewels now of Timon's gift, 
t'or which I wait for money. 

HoR. Itis againft myheart. 

Luc. Serv. Mark,'how ftrange it (hows, 

Timon in this fhouldpay more than he owes: 
Ande'cin as if your lordfliould wear rich jewels, 
And fend for money for 'era. 

HoR. 1 am weary of this charge/ the gods caii 
. witnefs : , 
! know, my lord hath fpent of Timon's wealth. 
And now ingratitude makes it worfe than flealth. 

1. Var. Serv. Yes,mine's three thoufand crowns: 
♦ What's yours ?^ 

Luc. Serv. Five thoufand mine. 

1^ Var. Serv. 'Tis much deep : and it fhould 
feem by the fum, 
Your matter's confidence was aibove mine ; 
Elfe, furely, his had equall'd.* 



7 / am weary of this ckarge^l That w, of "^this cpmmiJjiQn^ of 
ibis employment. Johnson. 

• Elje^ Jurely^ his had equalVd.] Should it not be, Elfe^ furety^ 
vnne had equalVd, Johnson. ^ 

The meaning of the palTage is evidently and fitnply this: Tour 
tnaJeTy it Jeems^ had more conjidence in lord Timon than mine^ other- 
wife his (i. e. my maRer's) Ueht (i. e. the money due do him from 
Timon) would certainly have been as great as your majlers ( i. e. as 
the money which Timon owes to^ your mafter]; that is, my mafter 
bciAg as rich as yOurs, could and would have advanced Timon at 
large a fum as your mafter hat advanced bim, if be (my mafter 
liad thought it prudent to do fo. Ritson. 

The meaning may be, '* The coofidential friendmip fubfiftjng 
between your mafter [ Lucius j and Timon, was greater than that 
fubfifting between my mafter [Varro] and Timon i elfe furely th« 
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94 TIMON OFATHENS. 



£n/^r Flaminius* 

Tit. One oflord Timon'smcn. 
Luc. SerV. Flaminius! fir, a >vord: Tray^,ismy 
lord ready to come foi;th ? 



fum b<oi%owed'by Timon from your mafter had been rf«^ to, and 
not grtattf thaiii t^c fum boitowed Irom uaioe ; and tbis tf^^iiiy 
would have been produced by the application, made to my maiUr 
' being rtdftd from thru thoufand crowns to fivt tboufand/* 

Two films of unequal magniHidt may be reduced to an cx^uality, 
at well by addition to the le^fer fum, as by fubtra^ion from the 
greater. Thus, if A. has applied to B. for ten pounds, and to C. 
for five, and G. reqocfts that hi ntay lend A* precisely the/Mir fum, 
asheifaall be fumiihed wiih by B, thismayvbe done, cither by C*S 
augmititin^ bis loan, and lendidg ten pouo<U as wcUasB, or by B*i 
Uminifhinghn loan, and, like C, lending only five ^pounds.^ Iht 
word of Varro*s fcrvant therefore may. mean, £lfe fure% the fame 
Jums had been borrowed by Timoa from bot^ our roafters. 

1 have prcferved this interpretation, becaufe 1 once thought it 
' ft^ha^i€^ and becaufe it may/ftfike others as j«^. But th« tFi>e ex- 
plication I believe is this ( which I ^Aio formerly propofed). Hii 
may refer to mint. «^ It Ihould Ceem that the confidential friend- 
fiiip fubfifting between your matter and Timon, was greater IhSn' 
that fubfifting between Timou and my ma0er \ tlfe f^Tciy kjs fii'mi 
1. e, the fum borrowed from my matter, [the laft antecedent] had 
been as large as the fum borrowed fVom yours.*' 

The former interpretation (though 1 ibtnk it wrong,] J hJtve 
ftatcd thus precifely, and exaSly injuhjtance as it appeared fevcr;ii 
years ago, (though the exprcffion is a Uttlc varied,) b^cautip t 
REMARKER[Mr. Ritfou] ba^ endeavoured to reprcfeat is as ua« 
intelligible. 

This Remaritt^ however, it is obfeivable, after faying, that he 

, fiiali take no notice of fuck Jtt-faw tifnje^nres^ with great gra^il^ 

j^opofcs a comment cvidetjtly formed on the latter of them, ai aii 

original interpretation of his ♦tim, Oh which tht reader may /5»/r/jr 

rely. Malonr. ' 

It mufi be perfcQly clear, that the Rfmarker tould not be in- 
dofclcd to a note which, fo far as it is intelligible, fecms diametri- 
cally oppofite to his idea. ItJs equally fo, that the editor J M>. 
Malone] has availed himfclf of the above Remark, to vary tlic 
\ expreflion of his conjedure, and j;ive itafcufeit would btherwifc 

\ sievcr have had. Kitsqi^'. 
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Flam. Ho, indeed, be 13 not. 

Tit. Wc attend his lordfliip; 'pray, fignify Co 
mnch. 

Flam. I need not tell him ibat; he koows, you 
are too diligent. [ExU Flamikios. 

EnierfhAvius in a cloak^ muffled. 

Luc. Serv. Ha! is not that his fteward muffled 
fo? 
He goes away in a cloud ; call him, call him. 

Tit. Do you hear, fir? 

i.Var. Serv. By your leave, fir, — 

Flav. What do you afk of me, my friend? 

Tit. Wc wait for certain money, here fir. 

F1.AV. ' Ay. 

If money were as certain as your waiting, 
TT were fure enough. Why then^preferr d you not ' 
Your fums and bills, when your falfe mafters eat 
Of my Iprd'^s mcut? then they conld fraile, and 

fawn 
Upon his debts, and take down th' Intereft 
Into their gluttonous maws. You do yourfelves but 

wrong, 
To flir me up; let mepafs quietly: 
Believe't, my lord, and I have made an end; 
I have no more to leckon, he to fpeod. 

Luc. Serv. Ay, but this anfwer will not ferve* 

Flav. If \will not,^ 

'Tis not fo bafe as you; for you fefve knaves. 

9 If *{will no/,) Old copy -^ If '^twill not fuvf- I licve vto- 
ttired to otnit the pfelcfs rppctitipa ol ih^ vm4^— ;/«r*l, bcqiyfci^ 
injures the metre. ST£SY£NS. 
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I, Var, Serv. How! what docs his caihief'd 
worfhip mutter? 

a. Var. Serv. No matter what; he*s poor, and 
that's revenge enough. Who can fpeak broader 
than he that has no houfe to put his head in? fuch 
may rail at^ainft great buildings. 

jEn^^ Servilius.* 

Tit. O, here's Setvilius; now we (hall know 
Some anfwer. 

Ser. If I might befcecKyou, geutlemeri, 

To repair fome other hour, I fliould much 
Derive from it; ^ for, take it on my foul. 
My lord leans wond'roully to difcqntent. 
His comfortable temper has forfopk him; 
He is mnch out of health, and keeps his chamber. 

Luc. Serv. Many do keep their chambers, are 
not fick*: 
And, if it be fo far beyond his health, 
Methinks, ht ftiould the fooner pay his debts. 
And make a clear way to the gods. 

Ser. . Good gods! 

Tlx. We catinot take this for an anfwer, ^ fir. , 

Flam. [ Within.] Servilius, help ! — my lord! my 
lord!— 

' Enpr Servilius.] It may ht obfcrV^d tliat Shikfpeare lias uii'^' 
fldlfuUy fiired his Greek ftory with Roinaa names. JouKsON. 
? - ■ / fliould much 

Derive Jrom it : ^,] Old copy: > 

M '-^ IJhould , 

Derive much from it : 8cc. 
For this flight tranfpo&tioD, by which the metre is reftored, lam 
anfwcrable. Steevems. 

^ ^-'•^forzn anfufer^] The, article an^ which is deficient in the 
#ld copy, was fuppUcd by Sir Thomas tianmer. Stelvens, 
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knter Timon, i/i a rage; FlamInius folhmng. 

Tim, What, arc my doors pppo&'d againft my 
paffage ? 
Have i been ever free, and muft my houfe , 
Be toy tctentivc enemy, my gaol ? 
The place, which 1 have feafied, does it now^ 
Like all mankind, fhow me an iron heart? 

Lug. Serv. Put in now, Titus. 

TiT. My lord, here is iny bill. 

Luc. Serv. Here's mine. 

HoR. Serv. And mine, my lord. ^ ^ 

hOfTH VaR. SEiiv. And ours, my lord. 

Phi. All our bills. 

Tim. Knock me down with 'em :^ cleave me to 
* the girdle. • 



• Hbr. SeTV. Jnd f»i»#, % lord, ] lo the old copy ihil JTpeech 
I& given to Varro, I have giv<eu it to the feivant of f/«r/*n/tti, (who 
itfbuld naturally prefer bis claim among the reft, ) becaufe to the 
following fpcech in the old copy is prefixed, 2; ¥aru which from 
the word& fpbken [ And ours, my lord, j meant, I conceive, ih$ 
two Jtrv ants oj Varro.. In the modecn editioo^ this latter fpeech is 
given to Caphis, who is not upoii the ftage. Malone. 

This whole fcene pfibaps was Uri^ly metiical, when it came from 
Shakfpeare ; but the prcfent ftaie of it is (ucb, that it cannot be 
reftored but by greater violence than an editbr may be allowed to 
employ. I have ibcreforc given it without the leaft attempt at 
arrangement, Stbevems. 

^ Knock nu down wUk *em. ] Timon qnibbles. They pfefent their 
-written Ifilh i he catches at the word, and alludes to the hiils or 
batile-axe&, whicVi th^ ancient foldiery carried^ and were ftill ufed 
by the watch in Shakfpcare's time. See the fcene between Dog- 
berry, kc. in Muck Ado about Nothing; Vol Vl. p. 3o3, n. 6. 
Again, in Heywood^s // you know not me you know nobody^ i633. 
Second Part, Sir John GreCham fays to his creditors : ** Friends, 
)roil cannot beat me down with your bills, ** Again, in Decker's Guls 

Hornbook^ 1609: «^ r they duift not Jrikt down their cuftomcil 

•with large hills,^* Sibevjsws. 

Vol. XVII. H 
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Luc. Serv. Alas! my lord, - 



TiMk Cut my heart in fums. 
Tit. Mine, fifty talents. 
Tim. Tell out my blood. 
Luc. Serv. Five thoufand crowns, my lord. 
Tim. Five thoufand drops pays that.— 
What yours? — and your3? 

1. Var. Serv. My lord, 

2. Var. Serv. My lord, 

Tim. Tear me; take me, and the gods fall on 
you. ^ [^xiV. 

HoR. 'Faith, I perceive, our mafters may throw 
their caps at their money; thefe debts may well be . 
caird defperate ones, for a madman owes *em. 

\ExtunU 



Kt'tnttr TiMON and Flavius. 

Tim. They have e'en put my breath from mc, 
the flaves: / 

Creditors ! — devils. 

FlAv. My dear lord, r 

Tim. What if it fliould be fo? 

Flav. My lord, 

Tim. ni have it fo : — My ftcward ! 

Flav. Here, my Jord. 

Tim. So fitly ? 60, bid all my friends again^ 
Lucius, Lucullus, and Sempronius ; all: 
ril once more feaft the rafcals. ^ • 



1. So fiiljt Go, lid ail my jfiends again, 
Lutius, Lucullus^ and Sempr(mius -, all: \ 
rU oncemorejeajl tkera/cals,] Thus the fecond folio | Except 
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FLAVi , ^ D my lord, 

You only fpcak from your diftradcd fonl ; 
There is not fo much left, to fUjnifti out 
A moderate table. 

Tim. Be't not in thy care; go, 

i charge thee; invite them all: let in the tide 
C)f knaves o«ce morfe ; iny cqb'k arid Til provide. 

f Exeunt: 



that, by an apparent errot o^ the |)refs, vit have— ddi'd inftead 
of and. 

The firft folio reads: 

Lucius^ Lucullus^ and Semprovius Vllorxa: a//, 
,^ 77/ qvce more fea/i ike fa/cats » ^ ,. 

Regularity of irclrc alone would be fufficient to decide invfavour of 
the prcfent text, which, with the fecond folio, rejcfis the forfnitous 
and unraeswiing aggregate of ietters — Uilorxd, This Uilorxa^ how- 
ever, feems to have been coofidered as one of the ** ineftirpable 
dones, unvalued jeweU, *' which *» cmblacc the forehead *' of that 
auguA publication, the folio 1 623; a(nd hay been fct, with becomidg 
care, in the text of Mr. Malone. For my own part, like the 
cock in the fable, I am content to leave this gem on the fler«- 
coraceous fpbt wh^rc it v^as difcovered. — Ulltixa [ a name un« 
acknowledged by Athens ,or Rome) muft (if rbeant to have been 
introduced at all } have been a corruption as grofs as others that 
occur in the fame book, where we find Billin^fgate iufiead of 
Bafingfloke, Epton ioilead of Hyperion, and ah dee inftead 6f Aie.. 
Types, indeed, Oiook out of a bat, or (hot from a dice>box, ^would 
often afifume forms as legitimate as the proper names transmitted 
to us by Meffieurs Heroings, Condell, and C°. who very probably, 
did iiot accuftom themfclves to fpell even their own appellations 
livich accuriEdy, 6f always in the Utiic i^anhef. Steeveim. 
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S G E N E V. 

TTu Janu. The Senatt-Houje. 
The Senate Jilting. Enter Alcibiades, attended. 

1. Sen. My lord, yoa have ipy voice to't ; the 

fault's bloody; 
*Ti& Dcccffary, he fliopld die: 
Nothing emboldens iih fo much as mercy. 

2. Sen. Mod true; the law (hall bruife him.' 
Alcib. Honour, health, and compafiion to the 

fens^te ! 
1. Sen. Now, captain? 
, Alcib. I am an humble fuitor to your virtues ; 
For pity is the virtue of the law. 
And none but tyrants ufc it cruelly. 
It pleafes time, and fortune, to lie heavy 
Upon a friend of mine, who, in hot blopd, 
Hath flepp'd into the law, which is pa(t depth 
To thofe that, without heed, do plunge into it. 
He is a man, fetting his fate afide,^ 
^ Of comely virtues : * 



• Jhall hruife him.] The old copy reads — (hall bniife •«». 

The fame miftake has happened often in thefe plays. In a Tub* 
feqaent line in this fcene we have in the old copy — with ii'm, in* 
fiead of — with *tm. For the corredion, which is fully juAificd 
by the context, I am anTwerable. Malone. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer alfo reads ;— bruife Aim. Steevens. 

^ Jetting his f^te ajide^] i. e. putting this a£iion of his, 

which was prc-dettrmined by fate, out of the queftion. 

, Steevens. 

' Hi h a man^ &c. j I have printed thefe lines after the original 
copy, except that, for mh k0n9ur^ it 'is there, snd io%Buu All th« 
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Nor did he foil the faft with cowardice ; 
(An honour in him, which buys out his fault;) 
But, with a noble fury, and fair fpirit. 
Seeing his reputation touched to death. 
He did oppofe his foe: 
And with foch fobcr and unnoted paiiion 
He did behave his anger, ere 'twas fpcht,' 
As if he had but provM an argument. 



latter editions devisUe unwarrantably from the original* and give 
the lines thus: 

Be is a man, fdilng its fault sfide^ 

0/ virtuous honour^ which buys out his fault s 

J^or did he JoiU Sec. Johnson. 
/ This licentious alteration of the text, with a (houfand others o( 
the fame kind, was made by Mr. Pope. Malone. 
^ And with fueh Job er and unnoted p^tjion 

He did behave his anger^ ere *ttvas fpent^ 8cc. ] Unnoted tot 
common, bounded. Behave^ for curb, mauage. Warburton. 
I would rathet read :l 

L« and unnoted pajion 

^ He did behave^ ere was hii anger Jpent. 
Vn^oi$d pajion meanSi I believe, an uncommon command of hie 
paffion, fuch a one as has not hitherto been obferved. Behave his • 
«Ji^^ uiily, however, be right. In fir W. D'Avenant's play of fir 
Juji Ituiii^n^ i63o, behave i$ ufied in as fiogular a manner: 

** How well my ilars behave their influence.** 
Again : 

«( ^ You an Italian, fir, and thus 

#^ Behave the knowledge of difgrace ! ** 
In both thefe inflauces, to behave is to manage. Steevens. 

** Unnoted paifibn, ** I bcUevOi means a paffion operating in« 
wardly, but not accompanied with any external or boifterous ap- 
pearances ( fo regulated and fubdued^ that no fpedator could note^ 
or obffrve, its operation. 

The -old copy reads — tie did behoove Sec. which does not afiford 
lioyvery cleat me^nint*. Behave^ which Dr. Warburion interprets, 
manage^ was introduced by Mr. Rowe. i doubt the text is not 
yet right. Our author fo very frequently converts nouns into verbs, 
that I have fometimes thought he might have written — ^* He did 
hehalve bis anger,'* — i. e. fupprefs it. So, Milton: 

^*' . yet put he not forth all hit ftreogth^ 

«' But check'd U mid-wajf. '* 

H 3 
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I. Sen. Yon undergo too ftrift a paradox,^ 
Striving to make an ugly deed look fair: 
Your words have look fuch pains, as if they la- 
boured 
To bring my Daughter into form, fet quarrelling 
Upon the head of valour; which, indeed. 
Is valour mifbegot, and came into the world 
When (efXs and factions were newly born : 
Hc*s truly valiant, that can wifely fufFer 
The worft that man can breathe ; ^ and make his 

wrongs 
His outCdes; wear them like his raiment, care- 
Icfsly; ' \ 



Beiavt^ however, is uCed by Spenfer, in his Fatry Quetne^ B. I. 
c. lii. ia a fenfc that vrill fuit fufiiciently with the paflage before 
us: V 

'^ Bfit who hit limbs with labours, and his mta^ 
*^ Bthaves with cares, cannot fo eafy mifs. *' 
To lehave certainly had formerly a very different fignification from 
that iu which ii is now ufed. Cole in his Didionary, 1679, renderif 
it by traSo^ which he interprets to govern^ or manage, 

Malonc. 
On fecond confideration, the fenfe 'of this paGTage, ( however 
perverfely exprefled on account of rhyme,) maybe this: He ma- 
naged his anger with fuch fober and unnoted pajian [ i. e./uffiring^ 
forbearance,] before t/ was fpent, [i. e. before that difpoGtion to 
endure the infult he had received, was exhaufted, ] tbatitfeemed 
as if he had been only engaged in fupporting an argument he had 
advanced in convcrfatiou. PaJJUn may as well be ufed to fignify 
ytt^*"»g, as any violent commotion of the mind : and that our author 
was aware of this, may be inferred from his inirocludion of the 
Latin phrafe — *» Ayjfmia ^oj'io," in King Lear, See alfo Vol. XVII. 
p. 1 3, n. 9, Steevens. 

* Tou undergo too iftrifi a paradox, ] You undertake a parados^ 
too hard. Steevens. 

* that nan can breathe;] i. e. can utter, $0 afterwards; 

** You breathe in vain." Malone. 
Again, in Hamlet : 

** Having ever fcen, in the prenominate crimes, 
«* The youth you breathe gf, guiliy. **• STjEfiVtiiU, 
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And ne'er prefer his injuries to his heart. 
To bring i^ into danger. 
If wrongs be evils, and enforce us kill. 
What folly 'tis, to hazard life for ill ? 

Alcib. My lord, : — 

1. Sen. You cannot make grofsfins look clear; 
To revenge is no valour, but to bear. 

Alcib. My lords, then, under favour, pardon me, 
If I fpeak like a captain. — 
Why do fond men expofe themfelves to battle. 
And not endure all threatnings ? ^ fleep upon it, 
And let the foes quietly cut their throats, 
Without repugnancy? but if there be 
Sach valour in the bearing, what make we 
Abroad?^ why then, women are more valiant, 
That flay at home, if bearing carry it; 
And th' afs, more captain than the lion ; the felon,* 



* ihnaimn^s?] Old copy — ikrtats. This fligbt, but ju- 
dicious change, is Sir Thomas Hanmer's. In the next line but 
one,, he alfo added, for the fake of metre, — hut — . Steevens. 
7 I — what make ive 

Abroad'?] What de we^ or wiat have wt to do in thejitld, 

Johnson. 
See Vol. v. p. i5x, n. 6. Malonb. 

* And tk* afs^ more captain tia$ the lions 8cc. ] Here Ss another 
arbitrary regulation, [the omiffion of— captain ] the oiigiual reads 
thus: 

I what maii we 
Abroad? why iheny Ufomen an more valiant 
That Jay at home^ if bearing carry it : 
And the ajiy more captain than tie lion, 
' The fellow, loaden with irons^ wifer than the judge ^ 

If wijdom^ 8cc. 
I think it may bi| better adjufted thus: 
— _— what make we 
Abroad? why then the women are more valiant 
That Jay at homes 

H4 
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Loadcn with irons, wifer than the judge, 

^f wifdom be in fuffcrirtg. O my lords. 

As you are great, be pitifully good : 

Who cannot condemn raflinefs in cold blood? 

To kill, I grant, is fin's extremeft guft;* 



// htsring (Mny ?/, then ii ih mjs 
Mou c€pUin tk»n ike Ihn; tmi the felon 
Loadin mii irous^ wifer Sec. Johnson. 

Urn — if beanng carry it ;] Dr. Johnron, when be propofed ti( 
fcmned this bemiftich witb the foUowing lioe, ioftead of tbe pre* 
ceding words, fecnu to have forgot oqe of our autbor*f favourite 
propenfities. I have no doubt that the prefcnt arraqgemeot is 
right. 

Mr. Pope, who rejeded whatever he did not like, omitted the 
xyords — mere capUin; They are fupported by whjK Alcibiades ha^ 
already faid : 

»* My lords, then, under favour, pardon me, 

♦* If I fpeak like a captain " 

i^nd by Shakfpeare^s 66th Sonpct, where the word captain ii uftd 
with at leaft as much harfhnefs as in the text: 

*» And captive good attending captain ill. ** 
Again, in another of his Sonnets : 

«* Like ftooes of worth they thinly plac^ are, 
, *' "Or captain jewels in the carkanet. ** 
Dr. JphnTon with f(reat probability propofes to read/r/an inftea^ 
pf Jellow, Malone. 

Tbe word captain h:ts bete very ihjudieionfly reftored. That it 
ci^nnot be the author's is evident from its fpoiling what will other- 
wife be a rocirical line Nor is bis uQog it elfewbere atiy probf 
that he meant to nie it here. Ritson. 

•1 have not fcrupled to infert Dr. Johnfon'i emendation, ^fon, 
for fetiow^ in the text{ but do not perceive bow t4ie line can be? 
come ftridly metrical by the omifEon of the word — captain^ vlU' 
lefs^ with Sir Thomas Hanmer, we tranfpofe tbe conjandion— . 
and^ and read: 

Tkt ajs more than tht lion^ and tke fglen, • Steevens. 

* — -^ jia'i ektrtmeft guft ; ] GuJ^ for aggravation. 

Warbmrton. 
Guji is here in its common fenfe i tbe utmoft degree of appetiia 
for £n. JoHN^pN. 
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Bnt, in defence, by mercy, 'us moft juiL* 
To be in anger, is impiety ; 
But who is man, that is not angry ? 
Weigh but the crime with this. 

8. Sen. You breathe in vain. 

Alcib. In vain? his fcrvicc done 

At Lacedaemon, and Byzantinm, 
Were a fufficient briber for his life. 

1. StN. WhatVthat? 

Alcib. Why, I fay,^ niy lords, h'as done fait 
fervice. 
And flain in fight many of your enemies: 
How full of valour did he bear himfelf 
In the laft conflid^ and made plenteous wounds ? 

2. Sen. He has made too much plenty with 'em, * 



I bcl!cve guj means rsflinefs» The allufion may be to a ru<|<lea 
ffujl of wind, Steevens. 

So vre fay, ic was done in a fudden gujl of paffion. Malone. 

• by mercy, Uis mcji juj, ] By mtrcf is meant i§uitf* But 

we muft read : * 



*tis mTidcjuJl, Warburton. 



Mercy ii not put for equity.' If fuch explanation be allowed* 
what can be difficult? The meaning is, I call mefcy ierfitf to ilit« 
nefs, that defenfive violence is juft. Johnson. 

The meaning, I think, is. Homicide in our own defence, hy m 
merciful and lenient interpretation of the laws, it confidered as jufti- 
fiable. Malone. 

Dr. JohnfonV explanation is the more fixirited ;, but a paiage in 
King John Ihould feem to countenance that of Mr. Malone: 
•■*' Some fins do bear their privilege on earth, 
, »* And fo dblh yours — —. *• Steevehs. 
' Wiy, I/tfy, ] The perfonal pronoun was inferted by the editor 
of the fecond folio. Malone* 
^ . with 'em, ] The folio-^with kim. JOhnsoM- 

The corredion was made by the editor of the fecoad folio. 

Malone. 
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Is a fworn rioter : ^ h'as a ^n that often 
Drowns him, and takes his valour prifoner: 
If there were no foes, that were enongh alone ^ 
To overcome him : in that beaftly fury 
He has been known tb commit outrages, 
And cherifti faftions : 'Tis inferred to us, 
ttis days are foul, and his drink dangerous. 

I. Sen. He dies. 

Alcib. Hard fate ! be might have died in war. 
My lords, if not for any parts in him, 
^Though his right arm mightpurchafe his own time. 
And be in debt to none,) yet, more, to move you. 
Take my deferts to his, and join them both: 
And, for I know, your reverend ages love 
Security^ Y\\ pawn ' my Vifiories, all 
My honour to you, upon his good returns. 
If by this crime he owes the law his life; 
Why, let the war reqciv"*t in valiant gorc| 
For law is drift, and war is rlothing more. 

1. Sen. We are for law, he dies ;^ urge it no more. 
On height of our difpleafure: Friend, or brother, 
He forfeits his own blood, that fpills anbther. 

^ Is a (worn rioter:] A /w6rn rioter is a man who pradifes 
riot, as if he had by aa oath made it bis duty. Johnson. . , 

The exprefl^on, a fworn rioter^ (terns to b~e fimilar to that of 
/worn brothers. See Vol. XUI. p. 3o8, 11.4. Malone. 

" alone '^] This word was judiciouQy fupplied by Sir 

Tliomas Hants er, to complete the meafure. Thus, in All's well 
that ends well: 

*^ — i-.—....—..^ Good Mlone 
*» Is good^. — ^," ST£EVENS. 

' your reverend ages love ^ 

Security, Vll pawn 8cc.] He charges them obliquely with 
being ufurers. Johnson, 

** : baoiSi w/wrjr, 

** That makes tbc fenate ugly." Malomk. 
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Alcib. Muft it bp fo? it muft not be. My lords, 
I do befecch you, know mc. 

2. Sen. |:1ow? 

Alcib. Call me to ypur remen^brances.' 

3. Sen. What? 
Alcib. I cannot think, but your age has forgot 

me; \ ■ 

It could not elfe be, I ftiould prove fo bafe,* 
To fue, and be denied fuch common gr^ce: 
My wounds ake at you. 

1. Sen. Do you dare our anger? 

^Tis in few words, but fpaciou§ in effeft;* 
We banifli thee for ever. 

Alcib. Barjifti mc? 

Banifh your dotage ; banifli ufury, 
That makes the fenate ugly. 

1. Sen. If after two days' (hine, Athens contain 
(hce, " ' 

Attend our wpightijcr judgement. And, npt to fwell 

our fpirit,^ 
He Chall be executed prcfcntly. [ Exeunt Senators. 



*- umemhrances*^ is here ufed as a word of five fyUables. 

Ip the fiogular number it occurs as a quadrifyllable^ only. See 
'twcljth Kight, Aa L fc. i : 

*' Aodlafting in her fad nmemhranci,'* Stxev£MS. 

? I Jhould provt Jo bafe,] £/»/<f for dlQionour'd. 

, Warburton. 

• Bo yoH dare our anger f 
^Tis in Jew words^ ^ut Jpacious in effeB; ] This reading nvay 
pafs, but perhaps the author wrote : 

I ; our angfr ?- ^ 

*tisJewmwords^ butjpaciousin effeS. Johnson. 

' And, not to Jwell our Jpirii,] I believe, means, not to put our* 
Jjelves into any tumour oj rage^ take our definitive refolutioo. $•, 
\tL King Henry VJIJ. Ad IIL fc. i : 
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Alcib. Now the gods keep you old enough ; that 
you may live 
Only in bone, that none may look on you ! 
I am worfc than mad: I have kept back their foes. 
While they have told their money, and let out 
Their coin upon large intereft; I myfelf, 
Rich only in large hurts ; — All thofc, for this? 
Is this the balfam, that the ufuring fenate 
Pours into captains^ wounds? ha! banifhment?^ 
It comes not ill ; I hate not to be banifh'd; 
It is a caufe urorthy^my fpleen and fury. 
That I may ftrike at Athens. Fll cheer up 
My difcontented troops, and lay for hearts. 
*Tis honour, with moft lands to be at odds; ^ 
Soldiers (hould brook as little wrongs, as gods. 

[ExiL 

** The hearts of princes kifs obedience, 

•» So much they love it j but, to ftubborn fpirits, 

«^ They /will and grow as terrible as fiorms.*' 

Steevens. 

•- kt! baniihment?] Thus the fecond folid. Its ever- 
blundering predeceflbr omits the interjeSion, ka ! and confequently 
fpoils the metre. — The fame exclamation occurs in Romeo and 
Juliii: 

" Hit .' bani(hment? be xfierciful, fay—death " 

Steevens. 

• Mnd liffjOT ktfis. 

''tis kontWy witk mojl lands /« he at odds i ] But furely even in 9, 
foldier*s fenfe of honour, there is very little in beibg at odds With 
all about him ; which (hows rather a quarrelfome difpofition than 
a valiant one. BeGdes, this was not Alcibiades*8 cafe. He was 
^nly fallen out with the Athenians. A phrafe in the foregoing line 
"^ill dired us to the right reading. I will ^jf, fays- he, /or kemrts^ 
which is a metaphor taken from card-play, and fignifies to game 
deep and boldly. It is plain then the figure Waa continued in the 
following line, which (hould be read thus : 
C *fis honour with nofi hands lo he nt odds; 
i. e. to fight upon odds, or at difadvantage ; as he muft do againft 
the united ftrength of Athens } and this, by foidiers, is accouiiteit 
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SCENE VI. 
A magnificent Room in Timon's Houfe. 

Mufick. Tables Jet out: Servants attending. Enter 
divers Lords,^ at Jeveral doors. 

1. Lord. The good time of day to yon, fir. 

2. Lord. I alfo wifh it to you. I think, this 
hononrahlc lorc^ did but try us this other day^ 

lonown^hU. Shakfpcare ufes the (amc metaphor on the fame occa* 
iloo, >D Cofi^Anm s ' I 

•* He iurci'd all fwordf." Warburton. 
I think k0n4s is very properly fubftituted for Unds» In the forc<^ 
(oiog lioe, for, lafjor hearts^ I would read, play for iiaris, 

Johnson. ^ 
I do not conceive that to fay for hearts is a metaphor ukeo from 
card-play, or that lay (hould be changed into play. We' (hould 
now fay, to lay o,ut Jor kearts^ u e. the afifedioos of the people ; 
but lay is ufcd fingly, as it is here, by Jonfon, in Tke Devil is an 
J/s, [ Mr. Whalley's edition ] Vol. IV. p. 33,: 

«» Lay for fome pretty principality.*' Tyrwhitt, 
A kindred expreffion occurs in Marlowe*s Lujt*s Domintouf 
«657 : 

«* H« iakes up Spanifli Uarts on tvuft, to pay them 
'« When he fliall fioger Caftile*s crown.** Malonb. 
*tis honour^ with raojl lands to he at odds;] I think, with Dr.. 
Johnfon, that lands cannot be right. To afiiert that it is honourable 
to fight with tile greatfjl part of the wotldy h very wild. I believe 
therefore our author meant that Alcrbiades in his fpleen againft th« 
Stnatty from whom alone he has received any injury, (hould fay: . 
*tis honour y/ith moj lords to he at odds. Ma lone. 
I adhere to the old reading. It is furely more honourable ta 
wrangle for a /core of kingdoms^ ( at Mirantia cx^refles it, ) than to 
enter into quarrels with lords^ or any other private adversaries. 

Steevkns. 

The objedion to the old reading Rill in my apprehenfion remains. 

U' It not difficult for him who is fo inclined, to quarrel with a loid j 
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• • . d 

i.LoRD. Upon that were my thongbts tiring, 

■when we encountered: I hope, it is not fo low with 

him, as ht made it feem in the trial of his feveral 

friends. 

2. Lord. It ihould not be< by the p^rfualion of 
his new fealling, 

1. Lord. 1 fhould think fo: He hath fentme an 



'( or Viiih zuy other petfon ; ) but pel fo eafy to be at ocWj with h|s 
land. Neither does the obrervation juft made prove that ft is 
htfnonrable to quarrel, or to be at odds, wilji ^ntofi of the lands or 
kingdoms of the earth, vhich mud, I conceive, be; proved, before 
the old reading can be fupported. Malone. 

By moji lands, perhaps our author means ffreaiej tandi* So^ i^ 
King Henry VI. Part I. Ad IV. fc. i: 

»» But always rcfolute in moj extremes;" 
i. e. iti greattjl, AlcibiadeSy therefore, may be willing to regard 
a cooteft with a great and extenfive territory, like that of Athens, 
as a circumftance honourable to himfelf. SteeveMs. 

^ Enter divers Lords, ] In the modern editions thefe are catled 
SenatOTSj but it is clear from what ii faid concerning the bani(h. 
ment of *:(^lcibiades, that this mud be wrong. I have therefore 
fubftituted Lords, The old copy has »* Enter divers ymn^^i/* 

Malone. 

^ ilf^on that merg my tiou^his tiring, ] A hawk, I think, is faid 

to tire i when (he aroU&s herfclf with pecking a pheafant's wing, 

or anything that' puts her in mind of prey. To tire upon a thing, 

is therefore, to be idly employed upon it: Johnson. 

I believe Dr. Johnfon is miftaken. Tiring means he.re, I thinlc^ 
Jixedy fajlened, as the hawkfaftcns its beak eagerly on its prey. So, 
in our author*s Venus and Adonis: 

** Like as an empty eagle, (harp by fafl, . , 

*' rir« with her beak on feathers, flelh, and bone,— *' 
Tirori'er^ that is, tiring for hawks, . as Cotgrave calls it, fignified 
any thing by which the falconer brought the bird back, and fixed 
bim to his hand. A capon's wing was ofien ufed for this purpof^; 
In King Henry VI* Patt II. we have a kindred cxprcflion : 

ci , your thoughts 

*■* Beat on a crown '' Malonb. 
Dr. Johnfon's cxplanaiion, I believe, js right. Thus, in 7*4/ 
Vf'inter's TaU^ Antigonus is faid to be " woman-/ir'^," i. e. peeked 
hy a wotnan, as we now fiiy, with a fimilar allufiou, hen^pedfd: 

STEEvmfc 
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canicft inviting, which many my near occafions did 
urge me to put ofF; buth^>hath conjured me be- 
yond them, and I muft needs appear, 

2. Lord. In like manner was I in debt to my 
importunate bufinefs, but he would not hear my 

xcufe. I am forry, when he fent to borrow of * 
me, that my provlfion was out. 

1. Lord. I am fick of that grief too, as I un* 
derftand how all things go. 

«. Lord. Every man here's fo. What would he 
have borrow'd of yon? 

i.LoRD. A thoufand pieces. 

/S. Lord. A thoufand pieces ! 

1. Lord. What' of you? 

3. Lord. He fent to me, fir, — Here he comes. ' 

Enter TiMON, and Attendants^ 

Tim. With all my heart, gentlemen both : — And 
how fare you? 

1. Lord. Ever at the beft, hearing well of your 
lordfliip. 

2. Lord. The f wallow follows notfummer more' 
willing, than we your lordihip. 

Tim. {Afide. ] Nor more willingly leaves winter j 
fuch fu'mmer-birds are men. — Gentlemen, our din- 
ner will not recompenfe this long flay : feaft yont 
cars with the mufick awhile ; if they will fare fo 
harfhly on the trumpet's found: we fhall to't pre- 
fcntly. 

1. LoRf). I hope, it temains not unkindly with 
your lordfhip,' that 1 returned you an empty maf- 
lenger. 

Tim. O, fir, let it not trouble you. 
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s. Lord. My noble, lord,— — 

Tim. Ah, my good friend ! what cheer ? 

^ [ The banquet brought m. 

2. Lord, My moft hononrablc lord, I am e'en 
fick of ihame, that, when your lordfhip this other 
day fent to me, I was fo unfortunate a beggar. 

Tim. Think not on't, fir. 
t. Lord. If you had fent but two hours bcfore,-jfi» 
Tim. Let it not cumber your better remem- 
brance.'^ — Come, bring in all together. 
a. Lord, All coverM difties ( 
1. Lord. Royal cheer, I warrant you. 

3. Lord. Doubtnotihat, if money, and the feafoa 
cati yield it. 

1. LoRDi How do you? What's the news? 
3. LoRb. Alcibiades is banifh'd : Hear you of it? 
1. d. Lord. Alcibiades banifli'd? 
3. Lord.. 'Tis fo, be fare of it. 

1. Lord. Hovy ? how ? 

3. Lord. I pray you, upon what? 
Tim. My worthy friends, will you draw near? 
3. Lord. Til tell you more anon. Here's a noble 
feaft toward.* 

2. Lord. This is the old man ftill. 

3. Lord. Will't hold? will't hold? 

2. Lord. It does: but time will— and fo-^ — * 



y your better fememhfanci,^ i. e. your ^oodmtmwyi Xht 

t$mpmatwi for the pofitivt degree. See Vol. XI. p. i32, o. 9. 

Steevehs« 
» Herts a nohli feaft taward. ] i. e. in a Rate of readinefs. So# 
in Romeo and Juliet: 

^*' We have a fooUfli trifliag bauqutt towards,"* 

ST&«VBNt» 
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5. Lord. I do conceive. 

Tim. Each man to his ftool, with that fptir a^ 
te would to the lip of his taiftrefs : your diet fh^ill 
be in aill places alikc.^ Make not a city feaft of it^ 
to let the meat cool ere we can agree upon the firft 
place : Sit, fit. The gods require our thanks. 

k • 

Tou great beneJaBors^ JprinkU our JocUty with 
ihankfulnejs. For your own gifts^ make your/elves 
praifed : but rejervejlill to give^ left your deities bt 
dejpifed. Lend to each man enough, that one need not 
lend to another; Jor, were your godheads to borrow of 
men, men would forfake the gods ^ Make the meat be 
beloved, more than the man thdt gives it. Let no 
i{ffembly oj twenty be without a /core of villains : if 
there Jit twelve women (it the tdble^ let a dozen of them 
he — as they are.- — The reji of your ftes^^ gods^^^ 
the fenators of Athens, together with the common lag* 
of people,-^ what is amifs in them, you gods, make 
fuitablefor dejlruclion. For thefe my prefentfriends,^^ 
as they are to me nothing, fo in nothing blefs them^ and 
.to nothing they art welcome. 

Uncover, dogs, iand lap. 

[The dijhes uncovered are full of warm wateti 
Some SPEAK. What does his lordffiip mean? 
Some others. 1 know not. 
Tim. May you a better feaft never behold, 

^ jour dietjhall hi in all places alik$.] Ste] a note do tki 

Winter^s Tale, Vol. X. p. f 9, n. 8. Steevens. 

» The rtfi of your fees J Wc fliould read-/o«. Warburton. 

' — . — ike common lag — ] Old copy — leg. Correded by Mr. 
Rowe. Malone. I, 

The fag'tnd of a web of cloth 11, ia fome places, called tht 
«/^-end. Steevens. 

Vol. XVII. I 
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You knot of mouth-friends! fmoke, and lukc-wlarm 

water 
Js yonr pcrfeflion. "^ This is Timon's laft; 
Who fluck and fpangled you with flatteries^ 
Watties it off^ and fprinkics in your faces 

[ Throwing water in their faces^ 
Your recking villainy. Liye loath'd, and long; ^ 
Moft fmilingj fmooth, deteftea parafites. 
Courteous deftroyers, affable wolves, meek bears, 
You fools of fortune/ trencher-friends, time's flies/ 
Cap and knee flaves, vapours, and minute-jacks ! * 
Of man, and beaft, the infinite mala^dy^ 
Cruft you quite o'er!-*- What, dofl thou go? 



* Is your petfcdioii.] Yotir ptfJeSion^ n tkt kighiji of yvkr 
fxftlUnct, Johnson. 

^ Livt loAli*dy und^lon£y\ This thought his occuntd 

twice ^before: 

' »* ^ » I I. let not that part 
** Of Dtturc my Ibrd paid for, be of powiet 
*• To expel fickoefs, but prolong his hour,'* 
Agaio : ^ , 

" Gods keep you $ld enough/* 8cc. Steevens. 

* fools of foriuneA The fame expreffion occurf in Romtp 

mnd Juliet: ^ 

»'• O! I iim for iunt*s Jo ol.** Steevens. 

- ' tint's Jliss^l Flies of a feafon. Johnson. 

So, before : ' . 

** — — one cloud of winter fhowers, 
•♦ Thcfe jlics are couch'd.** Steevens. 

• minuti'jacks !] Sir T. Hanmer thinks it means J^tk^a^ 

ianiern^ which (bines and dlfappfcats in an Snflant. What it was f 
knOw not; but it was fomething of quick motion, meniioncd ia 
Sickardlfl, Johnson. 

A tninvie-jaci is what was called formerly a Jack of ike clod^ 
kou/i; an image whofe office was the fame as one of thofe at St. 
Dunftan's cbuich in Fleet-ftreet. See note on King Uichard III, 
Vol. XV. p. 414, n. '2. Steevens. 

* -*— ^ke injiniu malady —J Every kind of difeafe incident, to 
man and beaft. Joun&on. 
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f 

\ 

Soft, take thy phyfick firft, — thou too, — and thoa;*-* 
[ Throws the dijhcs at them^ and drives them out^ 
Stay, I will lend thee money, borrow none.—- 
What, all in motion ? Henceforth be no feafti 
Whereat a villain's not a welcome gueft. 
Bur», houfe ; fink, Athens ! henceforth hated be 
Of Timon, man, and all humanity! [Extt^ 

Re-enter the Lords, with other Lords and Senators* 

1. Lord. How now, my lords?* 

2. Lord, know you the quality of lord Timon's 
fury-? 

3. Lord. Pifti ! did you fee my cap ? 

4. 1 have loft my gown. 

3. Lord. He's but a mad lord, and nought but 
humour fways him. He g^ve me a jewel the other 
day, and now he has beat it out of my hat :— ^Did 
you fee my jewel? 

4. Lord. Did yon fee my cap? 

2. Lord. Here 'tis. 

4. Lord. Here lies my gown* 
di. Lord. Lct^s make no flay* 
i. Lord, Lord Tiraoh's mad, 

3. Lord. I feel*t upoii my botici. 

4. Lord. One day he gives us diamonds, next 

day ftones.^ [ ExeUni^ 



' * fiotbnbwy my tirdsf] T*hii and the iiexl fpfccth irt (poktik 
by ihe newly arrived lords. MALONfi. 

5 flones,] As TimQn has thrown nothing at his woTthteft 

guefts, except warm water ind empty di&es, I am induced, with 
Mr. Malone, to believe that jihfe more ancient drama defe^ihcd ia 
pv ^, had been read by our author, and that be fuppofed hft iMi4 

I 9 
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ACT IV. SCENE I. 

Without the Walls 0/ Athens. ^ 
Enter Tim on. 

TtM. Let me lookback upon thee, Othouw^lf^ 
That girdleft in thofe wolves! Dive in the earth 
And fence not Athens ! Matrons, turn incontinent; 
Obedience fail in children ! flaves, and fools, * 
Pluck the grave wrinkled fenate from the bench^ 
Andminifter in their fteads! to general filths^ 
Convert o'the inftant, green ^ virginity! 
Do't in yonr parents* eyes! bankrupts, hold faftj 
Rather than render back, out with your knives, 
And cut your trufters' throats! bound fervanta, 

fteal ! 
Large-handed robbers your grave matters are, 
And pill by law ! maid, to thy mafter^s bed ; 
Thymiftrefs is o'the brothel!^ fonoffixteen, 



iotroduted from it the ** painted ^on^i** as part' of bis banquet y 
thoagh in reality he bad omitted them'. The 'prefent meni|pa 
therefore of fucb miifiles, appears to waht propriety. SteevensV 

* gtneral filths— ] i. e. common fewers. Steevens. 

' gretn — J i. e. immature. So, in Antony and Cleopatra: 

** When I v^^l^grten in judgement * .** Steevens. 

^ o'M# brothel f] So the old copies. Sir T. Hanmer reads, 

fthe brothel. Johnson. 

One would foppofe it to mean, that the miftrefs frequented the 
brothel ; and fo Sit T. Hanmer underflood it. Ritson. 

The meaning is^ go to thy maker's bed, for he is alone ; thy 
miftrefs is liow of the brothel ; is now there. In'the old copy, Vtk\ 
^Uh\ and •*/** are written with very little care, or rather feem ta 
lyave been fet down at random in different places. Malone. 

*• Of the brothel" is the true reading. So, in King Ltar^ 
A% IL ft. ii. (he Stcvrkrd fayt %o Kent, «' Art 0/ the boufe ?** 

, Stebvens. 
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Pluck the lin'd crutch from thy old limping fire, 

With it beat out his braini ! piety, and fear, 

Religion to the gods, peace, juftice, truth, 

Domeftick awe, night-reft, and neighbourhood, 

Inftruilioa, manners, myfteries, and trades, 

Degrees, obfervances, cuftoms, and laws, 

Decline to your confounding contraries/ 

And yet confufion * live !— Plagues, incident t6 men. 

Your potent and infeftious fevers heap 

On Athens, ripe for ftroke ! thou cold fciatica, 

Cripple our fenators that their limbs may halt 

As lamely as their manners? luft and liberty ^ 

Creep in the minds and marrows of our youth ; 

That 'gainft the flream of virtue they may ftrivCr 

And drown themfelves in riot ! itches, blains, 

Sow all the Athenian bofoms ; and their crop 

Be general leprofy ! breath infeft breath; 

That their fociety, as their friendfhip, may 

Be merely poifon ! Nothing I'll bear from thcc^ 

But nakednefs, thou detefl^bie town! 

Take thou that too, with multiplying banns ! * 

Tim on will to the woods; where he mall find 

The unkindeft beaft more kinder than mankind^ 

"^ confounding contrariei^ ] i. e. contrarietirs whofe natu^ 

it is to wajte or dtjlroy each other. So, in King Henry Vs 

*•- — ^i — as doih a galled lock 

*' 0*crhang and jutty his confounded bate.** 

• yet confufion -^ ] Sir T. Hanmcf reads, /</ confufioo ; |)ut 

the meaning may be, though by Juch conju/ion all things Je^m to haften 
to dijfolutiony yet let not dijfo lu lion come ^ but the mi/eries ojf confufioa 
lonttnue. Johnson, 

9 7iJi>erty — ] Liberty is here ufed for libertini/m* So» i*. 

Xhe Comedy oj Errors: ^ 

*' And many fuch like liberties of fin ;** 
apparently meaning*- /ti^r/tn^j. Steevbns. 

* multiplying banns!] i. e. accumulated curfes. Multi" 

flying fpr multiplied : the a^ive participle with a fajive fignificau^n*. 
^€ Vol. 4V. p. 2i2^} ^. 3. ST£flV£MS. 

13 
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The gods confound (hear me, you good gods all,) 
The Athenians both within and out that wall! 
And grant, as Timon grows, his hate may grow 
To the whole race of mankind, high, and low! 
Amei\. [Exii% 

SCENE II. 

Athens. A Room in Timon s Houjc^ 
. Enter Flavius,' with two or three Servants.. 

\. Serv. Hear you^ matter fteward, whete's ouy 
ipaftcr? 
Are wc undone? c;aft off? nothing remaining? 

Flay. AUck, my fellow^s, what Should I fay to 
you ? 
Xetme beregorded^ by the righteous gods, 
I ^m as poor as you. 

, 1. Serv. Such a houfe broke ! 

So noble a mafter fallen ! All gone ! and not 
One friend,, to take his fortune by the arm, 
And go alopg with himt 

2. Serv. As wc do turn our backs 

From our companion, thrown into his grave ; 
So his familiars to his buried fortunes "" 

■ EnUr Flavius, ] Nothing cootributcs more to the exaltatio,* 
€tf Timon*8 ch^rader than the zeal and fidelity of hts fervant^. * 
Nothing but real virtue can be honoured ,by domefticks $ nothing 
but/impartfal kindncCs caa gain afiFedion from dependants- 

JOHNSOH- 

* Lit vat bt ncordtd — ] In co.mp Vance with ancient elliptical 
phrafeology, the word fn<, which diforders the meafure, might be 

^ Omitted. Sir Thomas Hanmer reads: 

Lei it be recorded fcc. Steevens. , 

• — — to his buried fortune^ — J^ So the 0I4 copies. Sir Thomas 
Haanier read^ Jrom; bat ch« old reading migbt fiand. Johnson^ 
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Slink all away ; leave their falfc vows with him, - 

like empty purfes pick'd : and his poorfelf, 

A dedicated beggar to the air, 

"With his difeafe of all-fhunn'd poverty, 

Walks, like contempt, alone.-*-More of our fellowi. 

EnUr other Servants. 

FL\y. All broken implemepts of ^ ruinM hpuf^. 

3, Serv. Yet do our hearts wear Timon*s. livery, 
That feel by our faces; we are fellows ftill, 
Serving alike in fprrow: Lcak'd is our bark; 
And we, poor mates, Hand on the dying deck,, 
Hearing the furges threat : we muft all part 
Into^ this fea of air. 

Flav. Good fellows aU, 

The lateft of my wealth I'll ftiare amongft you. 
Wherever we (hall meet, for'l'imon's f^ke, 
Let's yet be fellows ,v let's fliakc our heads, and fay. 
As 'twere a knell untp our matter's fortunes, 
We havejeen better dap. Let eaqh take fome ; 

[ Giving them money. 
Nay, put out all your hands. Not one word more^ 



I {|>.cmld fuppofe that the vror^sfrom^ in tbc fecond Une, and to 
in the thir4 line, have been inifplaced, and tb«| the original ipiim 
ifig was: 

As wt do Hrn ov^r hacks 

To our companion thrown into Air gre^ve^ 

So his familiars from his. buritd Jortuws. 

SJink all away i — — >. 
When we leave a per(on, we turn our ba,ck8 to him, noXjropi him. 

M. MASOli. 

60 his familiars to his buried Jor tunes, kc ] So_ thofc who were 
fl^miUar to^his bu.riec^ fortunes, wlio in t\v? moft ample manDejr 
participated of them, fliuk all away, Sec. Malone. 

: y 4- • 
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Thus part wc rich in forrow, partiog poor. ' 

[Exeunt Servants^ 
O, the fierce wrctchedncfs ^ that glpry brings us! 
Who would not wifh to be from wealth exempt, 
Since riches point to mifery^and contempt ? 
Who'd be fo mock'd with glory For to live 
But in a dream of friendfhip ? 
To have hi5 pomp, and all what fiate compounds. 
But only painted, like his varhiftiM friends? 
Poor honeft lord, brought low by his own heart ; 
yndone by goodnefs ! Strange, unufual blood, ^ 

' ^-~ rich in/orrqWf Parting poor. ] This conceit occurs agai^ 
in King Lear : 

^^ Faired Cprdelia, thou art mod rkh^ being J^ar.** 

Steevens* 
* (?, the fierce wretchedne/s -^ ] I believc^^fff is here ufed for 
f «Ai precipitate. Perhaps it is employed in the fame fenfe by Be^ 
Jonfon in his Poetafier: 

•' And Lupus, for your Jiirce credulity, 
«' One $t him with a larger pair of ears/* 
In King Henry VJIL our author has Jierce vanities. In all it|« 
llances it may mean glarings con/picuous, violent. So, in, B«n 
Jon(oni Bartholomew Fair^ the Puritan fays: 

** Thy hobby-horfe is an idol, 9 Jierce and rank idol.** 
Again, in KingJUn •• 

** O vanity of fickncfs! Jierce extremes 
«* In their continuance will not feel themfelves.*' 
Again, in Love's Labour's Lojl : 

*' With all the fierce endeavour of yonr wit." Steevens. 

* Strange^ unufval blood,] 'Of this paflage, 1 fuppc^fe, 

eyery reader would wifli for a corredion : but the word, harfh as 
it is, fiands forti6.ed by the rhyme, to which, perhaps, it owes it« 
introdudion. I know not what to propofe. Perhaps, 

Strange^ unufual mood, 

may, by fome, be thought better, and by others worfe^ ' 

Johnson. 
In The Torkjhirk Tragedy^ 1608, attributed to Shatfpeare, blooi 
fcems to be ufed for iVc/in«/?07i„ propevjity : 

** IFor *tis our bhod to love what we z^t forbidden." 
^range^ unu/ual bloody may therefore mean, ftrangc unufual difpo* 
fttion. ' ^ .* 
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When man's word fin is, he docs too mnch good! 
Who then dares to be half fo kind again ? 
For bonnty, that makes gods, does ftilt mar incq* 
My deareft lord,-— blcfs'd, to be moft accursM, 
Rich, only to be wretched ; — thy great fortunes 
Are made thy chief affliftions. Alas, kind lord! 
He's flhng in r^ge from this ungrateful feat 
Of monflrous friends : nor has he with him to 
Supply his life, or that which can command it* 
I'll follow, and inquire him out : 
I rU ever ferve his mind with my beft will ; 
Whilft I hive gold, HI be his fteward ftill. [Escif, 



SCENE HI. 

The Woods. 
Enter Timon. 

Tim. O blefled breeding fun, draw from the earth 
Rotten humidity ; below thy fitter's orb® 
Infe£l the air ! Twinn'd brothers of one womb,— 
Whofe procreation, refidence, and birth, 



Again, ia^ the 5th book of Gower Dt CorifeJfi$nt Jmaniis^ fol. 
iii. b: ^ 

«« And tbiis of thilke unkinde hhod 
«^ Sunt the oicmorie unto this daie.** 
Qower is fpeaking of the ingiatitude of one Adrian, a lord of 
Rome. Steevens. . 

Throughout theCe plays hlood is frequently' ufed in the fenfe of 
natural propenfity or difpofition. See Vol. VI. p. So, n. 7 j 
3nd p. aSs; n. 3. Malone. 

* hihw tkf jifier's orh — ] That is, the aaooii*8| this 

fuhUnary world. Johi^son* 
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Scarce is dividant, — touch them with fevcral for- 
tunes ; T 
The greater fcorns theleffer: Notnaturc, 
To whom all fores lay fiege, can bear great fortune, 
But by contempt of nature. ' 
Raife me this beggar, and denude that lord;* 



. Net nature^ 



to. whom ^U forts lay Jit gt^ un httK^ great for tunt^ 
But hy contempt of nature, ] The raeaoing I take to be this : 
Brother^ when his fortune ts enlarged^ will Jcom brother: for this 
is the general .depravity of human nature, tyhich, hjieged as. it is 
If nijery, ^dmoniflied as it is o{ want and inipeT(edioo« when 
fhvatei by fortune , will dtjpife beings of nature lihe its own* 

Johnson. 
Mr. M. Mafon obferves, that this paflage ** but by the addiiioa 
of a fingle letter may l\e rendered clearly intelligible ; by merely 
leading natures inftead of nature.'* The meaniog will then be — 
«> Not even being reduced to the utmoft extremity of wretched* 
nefs, can bear good fortune, without contemning their fellow- 
creatures.** — The word natures is afterwards ufed in a (imilar fenfe 
l>y Apemaotus: 

*« Call the creatures 

•* Whofe naked natures Hvc in all the fpite 

«' Of wreakful heaven,*' &c. 
Perhaps, in the prefent inftance, w« aught ta complete the raeafure 
by reading: . 

— — %ot thofe natures y . Ste^vi^ns. 

But by is here ufed for without, M alone. 

' Raife me this be^gar^ and denude that lord; ] [Old copy — 
denfi that lord. ] Where is the fenfe and Englifli of deny't that 
hrdf Deny him what? What preceding noun is there to which 
the pronoun it is to be referr*d?' And it would be abfurd to think 
the poet meant, deny to raife that lord. The antithefis mud be, 
let fortune raife this beggar, and let her JHp sTud- defpoil that lord 
of ^11 his pomp and ornamcnts>, &c. which feafc is completed by 
this flight alteration : 

and denude that lord ;— . — . 

So, lord Rea, in his relation of M. Hamilton's plot, written ia 
x65o: *^ All tbcfe Hamiltons had, denuded themfelves of their for- 
tunes and cftates.'* And Charles the Firft, in his meflage to tbe 
jiatliament fjiys: ** Jf^nude, ourfelves o^ all.** — CUr* Vol. MI. 
p. i5, odavo edit, Warburton. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIMON OF ATHENS. ^3 

Tiic fcoator fhall bear contempt hereditary, 

The beggar native honoiir. 

It is thcpafture lards the brother's fides, ^ 



So, ai Theobala has obfervcd, in our author*! Venus and Adonis: 
**> Pluck down the rich, enrich the poor with ircafures.** 

Malone. 

Perhaps the former reading, however irregular, is the true one. 
Raife me that beggar, and deny a proportionable degree of eleva- 
tion to that lord. A lord is not fo high a title in the date, but 
that a man originally poor might be raifed to one above it. We 
might read devijl that lord. Devijl is an £ngli{h law pbrafe, 
which Sbakfpcare ufes in King Lear: 

** Since now we will divejl us 6oth of rnle,'* &c. ^ 
The word which Dr. Watburton would introduce, is not, however, 
uncommon. I find it in T%e Tragtdie of Qrajus^ 1604.: 
" As one of all happinefs denuded.'* Steevens. 

9 l( is the pal^ure lards ihi brother*s fideS', ] This, as the editors 
have ordered it, is an i^le repetition at the heft; fuppofiug it did, 
indeed, contain the fame fentiment a« the foregoing lines. Bqt 
Sbakfpcare meant quite a dilferent thing: and having, like a fen- 
£ble writer, made a fmart obfervation, he iliuflrates it by a £miii* 
tude thus: 

It is the pajlun lards t^ke wether*s Jides^ 
The want thai makes him lean. 
And the fimilitude is extremely beautiful, as conveying -this fati- 
rical refledion; there is no more deference between man and man 
in the cfteem of fuperBcial and corrupt judgments, than betwee|i 
a fat (Keep and a lean one. WARfiUKTON. 

This paflage is very obfcure, nor do I difcover any clear fcnfe, 
even thqugh we (hould admit the emendation. Let us infpe^ the 
text as it ftands in ^he original edition: 

It is the paftour lards the brothtt* sjides^ 
The want that makes him leave. 
Dr. Warburton found the paflage already changed thus: 
Jt is the pafture lartfs the beg^dir' ijides^ 
The want that makes him lean. 
And upon this reading of no authority, raifed another equally 
uncertain. 

Alterations are never to be made without neceflity. Let us fee 
what fenfethe genuine reading witl afiford. Poverty, fays the poet, 
kears contempt hereditary, and wealth native honour. To illaftrate 
this poiltion, having already mentioned tho cafe of a poor and xich 
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The want that makes him lean. Who dares, vfht 
dares. 



brother, he remarks, that this preJFereiice is given to wealth by thofe 
;ivbom it leaft becomes : it is ike paftpur Uat greafts or flattery tktrich 
brother, and will grcafe him on till %/^aiit make kirn leave. Ihe poel 
tben goes on to aflc, Wko dares to fay tkis man^ this paftour is « 
Jlatterer; the crime is uoiverfal ; through all the word ike tearne4 
patey with allofion to the paftour, ducks to the golden JooL If it be 
objeded, as it may juftly be, that the mention of a paftour is un- 
fuitable, we maft remember the mention of grace and ckerubims ia 
this play, and many fuch anachronifms in many others. I would 
therefore read thus: 

// fj tke paftour lar^s the brother's Ji</#J, 

*Tis want that makes kim leave. 
The obfcurity is ftill great. Perhaps aline is loft. I have at leaft 
^iven the original reading. Johnson. 

Perhaps Sbakfpeare wrote fajterer^ for I meet with fuch a word 
In Grttnt^i Farewell to Follie^ 1617.: «^ Alexander, before befell 
Into the Periian delicacies, refufed thofe cooks and pafierers that 
Ada queen of Caria fent to him.** There is likewife a proverb, 
among Ray*s colledion, which -feems to afford much the' fame 
meaning as this parage in Shakfpearc : .^^* Every one bafteth the 
fat hog, while the lean one burneth.** Again, in Troilus and 
Crejida, A& II: 

•( That were to enlard hit Jat» already pride.** 

Steevens. 

In this very difficult paiTage, which ftill remains obfcure, fome 
liberty may be indulged. Dr. Farmer propofes to read it thus : 

It is tke pafterer lards tke broader Jides^ 

Tke gaunt tkat makes him leave. 
And in fupport of this coojedure, he obferves, that the Saxon d if 
frequently converted into M,^ as in murther, murder^ burthen, 
kurdeuy 8cc. Reed. 

That the pafta^e is corrupt as it ftands in the old copy, no one, 
I fuppofe, can doubt ; emendation therefore in this and a few 
other places, is not a mattec of choice but oecelfity. I have already 
more than once obferved, that many corruptions have crept inta 
the old copy, by the tranfcriber's ear deceiving him. In Corioianus 
we have kigher for kire^ znd' kope for kolp; in the prefent play 
reverends for reverends* t; and in almoft every play fimilar cor- 
ruptions. In Kiftg ^ickardl£, quarto, 1598, wp find the very 
i:ri:or that happened here : 
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In purity of manhood ftand upright, 



«» and bedeW 

** Htr pajors* grafs with faithfal EngliOi blood." 

Again, in As you likg i/, folio, i6t3, We find, **^I have heard 
iiim read many ItSors againft it ;** infiead of Itduus, 

PnJIure^ when the u is founded thin, and pajlir^ are fcarcelf 
difiinguifhable. 

Thus, as I conceive, the true reading of the firfl difputed word 
of this contefted paffage is arccrtained. In As you likt U we haTC— i 
**- good pafture makes fat fheep.** Again, in the fame play: 
<^ Anon, a carelefs herd, 
>« Full of the pajtuffy jumps along by him,** 8cc. 

The meaning then of the paffage is,— It is (he land alone whicflr 
tach man poiTefles that'makes him rich, and proud, and flattered s 
and the want of it, that makes him poor, and an objcd of coutemptw 
1 fuppofe, wiih Dr. Johnfon, that Shakfpeare was ftill thinking of 
the rich and poor hrotktr already defcribed. 

I doubt much whether Dr. Johnfon himfelf was fatisfied with bit 
far-fetched explication of paflouTy as applied to brother; [Sec bii 
note.] and I think no one clfe can be fatisfied with it. In order 
to give it fottae little fupport^ he fuppofes ^* This man*s a flatterer,** 
in the following pafiage, to relate to the imaginary /d/f^r in this; 
whereas thofe words indubitably relate to any one individual feleAc4 
out of the aggregate mafs of mankind. 

Dr. Warburton reads — wethtr's fides ; which affords a com* 
snodious fenfe, but is fo far removed from the original leading at 
to be inadmiflible. Shaklpeare, I have no doubt, thought at firfl 
Of thofe animals that are fatted by pafiun^ and paffcd from thence 
to the pTOpriftot of the/ot7. 

I have fomctimes thought that he might have written — the 
treatker's fides. He has thrice ufed the word elfewhere. •« 1 will 
chide no breather in the world, but myfelf,** £iys Orlando in Af 
you like it. Again, in One of his Sonnets : 

«» When all the breathers of this world are dead. " 
Again, in Antony and Cleopatra : 

(> She fliows a body, rather than a life 9 
*' A fiatxTc than a breather,** 

If this was the author's word in the pafiage before us, it muil 
mean every living animal. But I have little faith in fuch con- 
jedores. 

Concerning the third word there can be no difficulty. Leano 
was the old fpelliog of lean^ and the « in the MSS. of our authorV 
time is not to be difiioguifhed frpm an n. Add to this, that in the 
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And fay. This man's ajlatiertrl* If one be, 



firft folio It is cooftaotlf employed where we now ufe a v ; and 
hence, by ioverfion, the two letteri were often confounded (as they 
Sure at this day in alcnoft every pr09f*{httt of every book that paffcs 
through the prcfs). Of this I have given various inflanccs in ^ 
note in VoK V. p. 178, n. 3. See alfo Vol. X. p. 197, n. 6. 

But it is not neceflTary to have reconrfe to thefe iofbnces. This 
very word leavt is again pruiled inftead of Uant^ in King Henry JV, 
Pan II. quarto, 1600 : 

*''• The lives of all your loving complices 

'* Leave on ^our healtti.'* ' y^ 

On the other hand, in King Henry VJIl- i6a3, we have leane. 
inftead of leave : '^ You'll leane your noife anon, you rafcals.** 
But any argument on this point is fuperfluous, fince the context 
clearly (hews that lean muft have been the word intended by 
Shakfpeare. 

Such emendations as thofe now adopted, thus founded and fap« 
ported, are not capricious conjedures, againft which 00 one has 
fet his face more than myfelf, bat almoft certainties. 

This note has run out into an inordinate length,' for which I (hall 
make no other apology than that finding it necejfary to depart froih 
the reading of the old copy, to obtain any fenfe, I thought it in* 
cumbent on me to fupport th^ readings I have chofeu, in the heft 
manner in my power. Malone. 

As a brother (meaning, I fuppofe, a churchman] does not« literally 
fpeaking, fatten himfelf by feeding on land^ it is /probable that 
-pajlure [i^nifits eating in general, without reference to ttrra Jirma^ 
So, in Love*s Labour's Lojl : 

** Food for his rage, repajfure for his den.'* 

Pajlure^ in the fenfe of nourifhment coUeded from fields, will 
undoubtedly fatten the fides of a (heep or an ox, but who eve* 
dcfcribes tiie owner of the fields as having derived from them hit 
embonpoint t 

The emendation— /ron is found in the fecond folio^ which fhould 
not have been denied the praife to which it is entitled. 

Breather^s fides can never be right, for'who is likely to grovf 
fat through the mere privilege of breathing? or who indeed can 
ttceive fuftetiance without it? * 

The reading in .the lext may be the true one; but the condition 
in which this play was tranfmitted to us, is fuch as will warrant 
repeated doubts -in almoft every fceue of it. Steeven3. 

• And J a) y This iaans a fiatterer ?] This man does not refer t6 
any particular perfon before mciuioncd, as Dr. Johnfo,n thought, 
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Soarc they all ; for every grize of fortnnc^ 
Is fmooth'd by that below: the learned pate 
Ducks to the golden fool : All is oblkjue ; 
There^s nothing level in our curfed natures, ^ 
But direft villainy. Therefore, be abhorr'd 
All feafts, focieties, and throngs of men ! 
. His feniblable, yea, himfelf, Timon difdains; 
Deflruilion fang mankind!*— Earth, yield me roots ! 

[Digging. 
Who fe^ks for better of thee, fauce his palate 
With thy moft opera'nt poifon ! What is here ? 
Gold? yellow, glittering, precious gold? No, gods, 
I am no idle votarift.^ Roots, you clear heavens !^ 
Thus much of this, will make black, white; foul, 
fair ; 

but to fome fappofed individuat. Who^ fays Tioion, can v^ith 
propriety lay his hand otr iiis or that iodividual, and pronounce 
him a peculiar flatterer? All mankind arc equally flatterers. So^ 
in As you Hie it : 

** Who can come in, and fay, that I mean her, 
*' When fuch a one as (he^ fuch is her neighbour?^* 

^iAxONE• 
* — — /«r every grize of Jot tune — ] Gtiii for ftep Or degree. 

Pope. 
Sec Vol.*V. p» 32r, n. 4, Malqne. 

* iTitig mankind I \ i. e. feize, gripe. This veib is ufed by 

Decker in his MaUk me at London^ i63i: 

«i — — - bite any catcbpole that fangs for you.'* 

StEEVENS. 

* no idle votarijy] No InCnccrc or inconflaht fUppUcant. 

Gold will nbt fer^e me inftead of roots, JOHNSpN. 

^ you clear heavens!] This may tnean either yc cloudlefi 

Jkits^ or ye deities exempt from guilt, Shakfpeare mentions the 
clearejt gods in King Ltar ; and in AcolaJnSf a comedy, 1340, a 
ftranger is thus addrclled ; ♦* Good ftrangcr or alyen, tlere gtft," kc. 
Again, in TAe Rape of Lucrecet 

** Then GoUatine again by Lucrecc' fide, 
*' Iti his dear bed might have repofcd ftill." 
i. e. his unconlaminated bed. ST£ET£NS. 
See p. 89. Maloni. 
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Wrong, right; baCe, noble; old, yonng; coward, 

valiant. 
Ha, you gods! why this? What this, you gods? 

Why this 
Will lug your pricfts and fcrvants from your fides ;^ 
Pluck ftout men's pillows from below their heads : ^ 
This yellow flave 

Will knit and break religions ; blefs the accurs'd ; 
Make the hoatleprofy^ ador'd ; place thieves^ 
And give them title, knee, and approbation, 
With fenators on the bench : this is it,"* 
That makes the wappcn'd widow wed again ; ^ 

1 Wky tkis 

Will lug your priejls and firv ants from your fides;] Ariftophanes, 
in his Flutus^ Ad V. fc. ii. makes the prieft of Jupiter defert his 
fervice to live with Plutut. Warburto>4. 

• Ftuck ftout trnnY pillows from helow tktir keads :] i. c, men 
lurbo have ftrength yet remaining' to ftruggle with, their diftemper« 
Xhis alhides to an old cuftom of drawing away the pillow from 
under the heads of men in their laft agonies, to make tbeir de- 
parture the eaGcr. But the Oxford editor, fuppofiag^tfu/ to fignify 
Iktaltky^ alters h to Jick^ 4ad this he calls emending. 

Warburtom, 

• tke hosr hprofy — ] So, in P. Holtand'i Tranflation of 

JPlin/s XatuTMl Hijory, Book XXVIfl. ch. xii : »' the Joul 

mkiU Uprit called eUpkantiafs/* Steevens. 

• tkis is i/,] Some word is here wanting to the metre. 

V7c might either repeat the pronoun — tkis; or avail ourfclves of 
«ur authors comm'on intfodudory adverb, emphatically ufed, 
.why, tkis it is/ Steevbns. 

^ Tkat makes tke wappeh*d widow wed etgain ;] Waped or wap^ 
ferCd fignifies both forrowful and terrified, either for the lofs of a 
good hufband, or by the treatment of a bad. But gold,, he fays^ 
can overcome both her affedion and her fears. Warburton. 

Of wappened I have found no example, nor know any meanings 
To swkape Is ufed by Spenfer in his Hukberd's Tale^ but I think 
not in cither of [the fenfes mentioned. 1 would read wained^ for 
decayed oy tine, ' So, our author, in King Richard UI: 

*^ A beauty*ti>atntn|-, and diftrefled widow. ** Johnson, 

In the comedy of the Roaring Girl^ by Midaleton and Deckery 
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She, whom the fpital-houfe, and ulcerous fotes 

i6ii, 1 meet with a word very like tbit, which the reader will 
cafily explain for himfelf, when he hat feen the following pa (Tage: 
*'' Moll. Aod there you (hall wap with me. 
»* Sir B. Nay, Molly what'i that wapf 

*« Moll, Wapptnivg and niggling it all one, the rogue my 
man can tell you." 
Again, in Ben Jonfon's Mafquc of Gjpjiti Mitamorpho/cd: 
" Boarded at Tappiogton, 
*» Bedded at Wappin^ioii,"' 
Again, in Martin Murk-alCs Apologia to the BiUman of London^ 
1610: ^^ J^ig^li'^g ^^ company-keeping with a woman: this word 
is not ufed now, but tvappingy and thereof comes the name wap* 
ping'xaoxii for whores." Again, in one of the Fafon Letters^ 
Vol. IV-. p. 417: »* Deal courteoufly with the Queen, Hcc. and 
with Miftrefs Anne Hawte for wappfi See. 

Mr. Acnner obferves, that ♦' the editor of thefc fame Letters, 
to wit. Sir John Fenn', (as perhaps becometh a grave man and a 
magiftrate,) profefleth not to undcrfland this paflage/* 

It muU not, however, be concealed, that Chaucer, in The Com* 
plaint oj Annelida^ line 217, ufes the word with the fenfe in which 
Dr. Warburton expkins it: 

** My fewertye in waped countenance,** 
Wappenedy according to the quotations I have already given, would 
mean — The widow wkoje curiojity and pajions had been already grati- 
^ed. So, in Hamlet: 

^*' The inftances that fecond marriage move, 
** Are bafc refpeds of Ikrift^ but none of love."** 
And if the' word defunS^ in Othello^ be explained according to its 
primitive meaning, the fame fentiment may be difcovered there. 
There may, however, be fome corruption in the text. After all, 
1 had rather read — weeping widow. So, in the ancient bl. 1. ballad 
entitled, Tke little Barley Come: 

^* 'Twill make ^, weeping widow Xam^^ 

*'*' And foon incline to pleafuie.*' Steevens. 
The inftances produce4 by Mr. Steevetis fully fupport the text 
in my apprehenGoo, nor do I fufped any corruption. Unwapperd 
is ufed by Fletfher in the Two Noble Kin/men, (or frejh, the op- 
pofite ofjale; and perhaps we (hould read there unwappend, 

Mr. Steevens*s interpretation however, is, I think, not quite 
cxad, becaufe it appears to me likely to miflead the reader with 
Tcfped to the general import of the p^ffage.- Shakfpeare means 
not to account for the wappen'd widow's yi^^iin^a hufband, (though 
^* hcT xurio/tty has hetn gtatifi'edt') but for her Jin ding one. It ii 

Vol. XVII. K 
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Would caft the gorge at,^ this embalms and fpices 



her go)d, fays he, that induces fome one (mote atteDtive -to thrift 
than lovt) to accept in' marriage the hand of the tnperiencei and 
0* <r- o/orn wido\^ — Wed \% here ufed for wedded. So, in the Cq» 
%nedy oj Errors^ Ad. I. fc. i : 

*■*■ fn 3yi'acura was I born, and wed 
«* Uoto a woman, hapi>y but for me.*' 
If wed\% ufed as a verb, the words mean, that efeds ot, produces 
let Jecond.mMrriMie. Malone. 

I believe, nnwapper*d means undebilicated by venery, i. e. hot 
Mting under crimes many and Jale, Steevcns. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt explains vetp^d, in the line cited from Chaucer, 
by fiupijieds a fenfc which accords with the other inftances adduced 
by Mr. Steevens, as well as with Shakfpcare. The yn^pen^d widow, 
•ift one who is no longer alive to thofc pleafares, the defire of which 
was her firft inducement to marry. H&nlsy. 

I fufped that there fs another error in this pafl*agi?, which hat 
cfcaped the notice of the editors, and that we ihould read — 
«i voo*d again,*' inftead of ** wed aeain.** That a woman {hould 
vtid again, however wapper'd, [or Wappen'd] is nothing extraordi- 
nary. The extraordinary circumfiance is, that ihe ihould be W00* J 
again, and become an objed of delire. M. Mason. 
' She^ wkom the/pital*kou/e^ and ulcerous fores 

Would cejl the gorge a/,] Surely we ought to read : 
5i#, wko{t ulcerous fores ike fpitaUhoufe 
Would cafl the gorge at : 
or, fhould the fiift line be thought deficient in harmony,-^ 
She at whofe ulcerous fires ihe fpiial koufe 

Would cajl ihe gofge up, • 

So, in Spenfer*s Fairy Queen : ' 

•^ And all the way, moftlike a brutiOi beaft, 
** He fpewed up his gorge.'* 
The old reading is npnfenfe. ' * 

I muft add, that Dr. Farmer joins with me in fufpejding thit 
paiTage to be corrupt, and is faiisfied with the emendation I have 
propofed. Steevens. 

In Antony and Cleopatra, we have honour and death, for honourable 
death, ** The fpitaUhoufe and ulceroutf fores," therefore may be 
ufed for the contaminated fpitaUhoufe ; the fpital*houfe replete witli 
ulcerous fores. If it be aikcd, how can t-he fpitaUhoufe, or bow 
can ulcerous fores, cafi the gorge, at the female here defcribcd, leC 
the following paflages anfwer the^queftion: 

«» Heaven Hops the nofe at it, and the moon winks,*' 

QthilU. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. i3i 

To the April day again. * Come, damned earth, 



Again » id Hamlet: 

" Whofe/j&inV, with divine ambition puff*d, 

«^ Makes mouths at the iavifible event.**, 
Again , ibidem : 

*» — . — till OUT ground, 

»^ Singing, his pate againft the burning zone," &c. 
Again, \n Julius Cafar': ^ 

'* Over thy wounds now do 1 prophecy,— 

*» Which, like dumb mouths, do ope their ruby /i^i,~." 
Again, in the Merchant o J Venice : 

n ^- — when the bag-pipe (ings i*thc nofe^-^,** 
Again, in the play before us: 

" — — when our vaults have wept 

•* With drunken fpilth of wine /* 

In the preceding page, all ybr« are faid to \^y fiige to nature) 
xvhicfi they can no more do, if the paflage is to be undeiftood li- 
terally, than they can cajl the gorge at the fight of the perfon here 
defcribed*-— In a word, the didion of the text is fo very Shak* 
rpearian, that 1 cannot but wonder it (hould be fufpeded of cor- 
ruption. 

The meaning is, — Her whom the rpital-boufe, however polluted, 
^ould not admit, but rejeS with abhorrence, this embalms, &c. or, 
(in a loofcr paraphrafe] Her, at the fight of whom all the patien^ts 
in the fpitaUhoufe, however contaminated, would ficken and tura 
away with loathing and abhorrence, difgufted by the view of ftill 
greater pollution, thsin any they had yet experience of, this embalms 
aud fpices, 8cc. 

To •' caft the g»rge «/, was Shakfpearc's phrafeology. So, ia 
Hamlet^ hBi V. fc. i : <• How abborr'd in my imagination it Is ! 
my gorge rifcs at it.'* 

To the various examples which I have produced in fupportof thci 
reading of the old copy, may be added thefe : 

** Out fortune on the fea is out of breath, 

«^ And finks moft lamentably.** Antony and CliOfatrM, 

Again, ibidem f 

«' Mine eyes did fcken at the fight.** 
Again, in Hamlet: 

^* Even to the teeth and Jorthtai of out faults^'** 
Again, ibidem: ^ 

I tt v,e v^m fetters put upon this fear, 

*' Which now goes too Jree-^foUed** 
Again, in Troiius and CreJJida: 

»« Hit ivafions have 4srs thus long.** Maloni* 

Ka 
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Thou common whore df mankinds thatpnt'ft odds 

Among the rout of nations, I will mike thee 

Do thy right nature, '** — [March afar off.] Ha! a 

drum? — Thou'rt quick,® 
But yet ril bury thee: Thou'lt go, ftrong thief, 
W^hen gouty keepers of thee cannot ftand ;— 
Nay, ftay thon out for earneft. [Keeping/ome gold^ 
Enter Alcibiades, with drum and Jije^ in warlike 
manner; Phrynia, and Tymandra. 

Alcib. What art thou there? 

Speak. 

Tim. a beaft, as thou art. The canker gnaw thy 
heart. 



* To the Apri! day aga%n.'\ That is, to the wedding day, Called 
by the poit, fatirically, April day, or fool's day, Johnson. 

The April day does not relate to tU wtdouf, but to the other 
difea/ed femali^ who is reprefented as the outcaji oj an kofpilaU She 
it is whom gold embalms andjpices to the April day again: i. e. gold 
reftores her to all ihc Jrejhnefs andfweeine/s of youth. Such is the 
power of gold, that it will 

(^ make black, white ; foul, fair; / 

»» Wrong, right 5" Sec. 
A quotatioo or two may perhaps fupport this interpretation. So, m 
Sidney^s Arcadia^ p. 262, edit. i653: ^*- Do you fee how the fprixig 
time is full of flowers, decking itfelf with them, and not afpiringr,^ 
to the fruits of autumn ?' What leiTon is that unto you, but that ia 
the April of your age you fhould be like April.** 

Again, in JStephens's Apology for Herodotus^ 1607 : ** He is m 
young man, and in the Afril of his age.** Peacham*8 Compleai 
Gentlemany chap. iii. calls youth ** the April of man*s life.*' Shak* 
fpcare*s Sonnet entitled Love's Cruelty^ has the fame thought: 

^« Thou art thy mother's glafs, and (he in thee 

" Calls back the lovely April of her prime.'* 

Daoiers 3ift Sonnet has, *» the April of my years*" MaHer 

Fenton •* fmells April aud M;iy. Tollet. 

^ Do thy right nature.] > Lie in the earth where nature laid thee. 

Johnson* 

* — — Thonrt /ftttc^i] Thou haR life and motion in thee. 

JOHNSOlf, 
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For fhowing mc again ihe eyes of man ! 

Alcib. What is thy name? Is man fo hateful to 
thee. 
That art thyfelf a man? 

Tim, 1 am mifanthropos/ and hate mankind. 
For thy part, I do wifii thou wert a dog, 
That I might love thee fomething. 

Alcib, 1 know- thee well; 

But in thy fortunes am unlearn'd and -ftrangc.- 

Tim. 1 know thee too; and more, than that I 
know thee, 
I not defire to know. Follow thy drum ; 
With roan's blood paint the ground, gules, gnles:* 
Religious canons, civil laws are cruel ; 
Then whatfhould warbe? This fell whore of thine 
Ha(h in her more deflruSion than thy fword, 
For all her cherubin look. 

Phry. Thy lips rot off! 

Tim. I will not kifs thee;^ then the rot returns 
To thine own lips again, 

7 / «m mifanthropos,] A marG;inal note in the old tranflatton of 
Plu'tarcH's , Li/> of Antony^ furnifhecj our author with this epithet: 
«» Antonius foUoweth the life and iii^wplc of Timon Mifantkropus^ 
the Athenian/* Malone. 

• gules y giJes;] Might we not repair the defeftive metre 

of this line, hy adopting a Shakfpearian epithet, and reading, 

gules, total gules ; 

as in the following paiTage in Hamlet ! 

" Now is he total gules.'* Steevens. 
* / uill not ki/s thee;] Tliis alludes to an opinion in former 
times, generally pr^alent, that the ventral infedion tranftnitted , 
to another, left the infea^r free. I will not, fays Timon, take 
the rot from thy lips, by kifling thee. JOHNSON. 
Thus, The Humourous Lieutenant fays: 

" He has fome wench, or fuch a toy, to kifs over, 
**- Before he go: 'would I had fuch another, 
** To. draw this Jojuiyh p$in down,*' Stbevbns, 

• K S 
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i34 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

AlclB. How came the noble Timon to this 
change ? 

Tim. As the moon does, by wanting light to give: 
But then renew I could not, like the moon ; 
There were no funs to ]t)orrow of. 

Alcib. Noble Timon, 

What friendfhip may I do thee? 

Tim. None, but to 

Maintain my opinion./ 

Alcib. What is it, Timon? 

Tim. Promife me friendfliip, but perform none: If 
Thou wilt not piomife, ^ the gods plague thee, for 
Thou art a man! if thou doft perform, confound 

thee. 
For thou'rt a man! . 

Alcib. 1 have heard in fome fort of thy mife- 
ries. 

Tim. Thou faw'ft them, when I had profperity. 

Alcib. I fee them now ; then was a bleffcd time.* 

Tim; As thine is liow, held with a brace of har- 
lots. 

Tyman. Is this the Athenian minion, whom the 
world 
Voic'd fo tcgardfully? 

Tim. Art thou Timandra? 

Tyman. Yes, 



Jf 



Thou tuilt not prbmi/t^ See] That is, however thov may'ft a^, 
fiace thou art man, hated man, I wi(h thee evil. Johnsqn. 

• then was .s hUJfed time^l I fufpcd. from Timon*s an- 

(wer, that Shakfpeare wrote — tkint was a bleflcd time. 

^ Malone. 

I apprehend no corruption. Sow^ and ihtny were defignedly 
oppofed to each other. Steevems. ^ 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. iS5 

,TlM. Be a whore flill ! they love thee not, that 

ufe thee;.. 
Give them difeafes, leaving with' thee their luft. 
Make ufe of thy fait hours : fcafon the flaves 
Por tubs, and baths ;^ bring dowq rofc-cheeked 

youth "^ 
To the tul>fafl:, and the diet.* 

Tyman, , Hang thee, monftei'! 



^ Be a where Jiinf they love thee «e/, thai ikfe thee', 
Give them difee^JeSy leaving with thee their lujt. 
Make v/e oj thy /alt h9urs : &c. ] There is here a flight Uanf- 
politioa. I would rcstd : 

— — . 1 they love thee not that ufe thee^ 

Leaving with thee their lujfj givi ihem^difeafe^^ 
Make ufe of thy fait kour^^ f^ofon the jiaves 
For tuhsy and baths} . Johnson. 

4 bring down rofe-cbeeked youth — ] This expreffive epi- 

thei our author might have found im Marlow*s Hero and Leander: 
*'*' Rofe^cheek'd Adonis kept a folemn Uail." Malo>ie. 

* to the lub-faft, and the diet.] [ Old copy —/ti^./tf/f. ] One 
might make a very long and vain fearcb, yet not be able to meet 
with this prepofterous woid Jub'fajl. which has aotwiihI]iaDding pafTed 
turrcnt with all the editors. We fhould Tead — tub-fajt. The 
author is alluding to the lues venerea and its eifed^. At that 
timethe cure of it was performed either by guaiacum, or mercurial 
undions : and in both cafes the patient was kept up very warm 
and clofc : ihat in the firil application the fweat might be pro- 
moted ; and left, in the other, he (hould take cold, which was 
fat^al. ** The rcgimela for the courfc of gwaiacum, (fays Dr. Friend, 
in his Hijory of Fhyfck, Vol, 11. p. 3So,) was at firlt fbrangcly 
circumHaniial ; and fo rigorous, that the patient was put into a 
dnngcon in order to make hitn fwrcat j^ and in that manner, asFal- 
lopius cxpreflcs it, the bones, and the v^iy man himfeif was 
macerated.'* Wifcman fays, in England they ufed a tub for this 
purpofc, as abioad, a cave, or oven, or dungeon. And as for the 
unfiion, it was fomcii nie* coniinned for thirty-feveo days (as he 
obfeives, p. St5.) and during this time there was neccflatily aa 
extraordinary ahjineme required. Hence the term of the iub-faj, 

Wakburtom. 



K4 
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iS5 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Alcib. Pardon him fwcct Tymandra; for his 
, wits 

So, injafper Maine's Ctljp M^/rl, 1659: 

^* >— — You had better match a ruio'd bawd, 

«« One ten times cur'd by fweating, and the tub/' 

Again, in The Family of Love ^ 1608, a dodor fays: <* Q 

for one of the hoops t>f my Cornelius* tuh^ I (hail burft myfelf with 
laughing elCe." Again, iu Mon/ieuf D'Olive^ 1606 : Our cm- 
baflage is into JFr«fic<, there may be employroient for thee: Haft 
thou a tuhV 

Tie diet was likewife « cufhsmary term for the regimen pre- 
fcribed in thefe cafes. So, in Springes to CMtch Waodcocks^ a coU 
IcdioQ of Epigrams, 1606: 

•* Prifcus gave out, 8cc. 

«« Prircus had Une the diet all the while.** 
Again, in another colledion of ancient Epigrams called I'itf 
Mafiive^ iScc. 

** She took not diet nor the fweat in feafon.*' 
^bus, alfo in Beaumont and Fletcher's iCni'^A/ oj tki Burning Pejl^i 

** whom 1 in diet keep 

** Send lower down into the cave, 
«>^ And in a tub that*s heated fmoaking hot/* &c. 
Again, in the fame play : 

^^ caught us, and put us in a iub^ 

*^ Where we this two months fweat, 8cc. 

** This bread and water hath our diet been,*' 8cc. 

Steevens. 
The preceding lines, an4 a paflage in Meafurejor Mea/ure^ ixxll^. 
fupport the emeudation : 

^ JTruly, ilr, (he [the bawd ] had eaten up all her beef, and (he 
is herfelf in the tub.'* M alone. 

In the Latin comedy of Cornelionum Dolium^ which was probably 
vritten by T. Randolph, there is a frontifpice reprefen ting the 
fweating tub, which^ from the name of the unfortunate patient, was 
afterwards called Corneliuses tub^ as appea|:s from the Pidionariet 
of Gotgrave and Howel. Some account of the fweating- tub with, 
a cut of it may ht feen in Ambrofe Paracuses Works, by Johnfon, 
p. 48. Another very particular reprefeotattoa of it may be like- 
wife found in the Recueil dt Proverbes for Jacques Lagniet^ with 
the following lines : 
\ *^ Pour un petit plaifir je foufre mille maux; 

«» Je fais contre un hyvrr deux e^e ci me femble: 
t* Partout le cprps je fuc, & ma machoir tremble; 
** Je oc croy jamais Voir ia lin de mes traVaux.*' 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. 187 

Arc drown'd and loft in his calamities.— 
I have but little gold of late, brave Timon, 
The want whereof doth daily make revolt -^ 
|n my penurious hand : I have heard, and grievM, 
How curfed Athens, mindlefs of thy worth, 
Forgetting thy great deeds, when neighbour ftates, 
But for thy fword and fortune, trod upon thcm,^-*- 
TiM. I pr'ythee beat they drum, and get thee 

gone. 
Alcib. I am thy friend, and pity thee, dear Ti- 

mon. 
Tim. How doft thou jiity him, whom thoudofi 
trouble? 
I had rather be alone. 

Alcib. Why, fare thee well: 

Here's fome gold for thee. 

Tim. , Keep't, I cannot eat it. 

Alcib. When I have laid proud Athens on a 

heap, 

Tim. Warr'ft thou 'gainft Athens ? 
Alcib. Ay, Timon, and have caufe. 

Tim. The gods confound them all i' thy con- 
queft ; and 
Thee after, when thou haftconquer'd ! 

Alcib. ^ Whyme, Timon? 

Tim. That, ' 
By killing villains, thou waft born to conquer 
My country. 



, For anotfcer print of iliis tub, fee Holmes^ Academy ofi Armory, 

I Douce. 

• trod upon tk€m, ] Sir T. Hanmcr reads — had trod vpon 

thm, Sbftkfpeare waft not thus minutely accurate, Malon)^. 
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Put up thy gold; Go on, — here's gold, — go on ; 

Be as a planetary plague, when Jove 

Will o'er fome high-vicM city hang his poifon 

In thcfick air: ^ Let not thy fvvord (kip one.: 

Pity not hqnourM age for his white beard, 

,He*s an ufurer: Strike mc the counterfeit matron; 

It is her habit only that is honeft, 

Hcrfelfs a bawd : Let not the virgin's cheek 

Make foft thy trenchant fword'; for thofc miik- 

paps, 
That through the window-bars bore at men's eyes/ 

7 Be as a pUmeiary plague^ wktn Jove 

Will o*erfome high^vicd city hang Us foifon 
Intkejiek air : ] This it wonderfully fublime and piaurefque. 

Warburton. 
We meet with the fame image again in King Richard II : 
«» -^-_ — or fuppofe 

*' HtvoMxing feJliUnce hangs \n our air.*' JMalone. 
• that through the windgw-iars hort at mens eye^^ ] The virgin 
that fiiews her bofom through the lattice of her chamber. 

Johnson. 
Dr. Johnfon^i explanation is almoft confirmed by the following 
pafTagtin CymbeUni: 

'^ - or let her beauty 

" Look through a cafcment io allure Jalfe hearts^ 
** And b«falfe with them.*' 
Shakfpeare at the fame time might aim a ftroke at this indecency 
in the wantons of his oivn time, which ii alfo animadverted on by 
feverai contemporary draraatifts. So, in the ancient inieilude of 
The repentance oj biarie Ma^dalene^ 'i5Sj: 

*' Yonr garment rouft be wornc alway, 

" That your tuhile pappes may be fcene if you may. — — 
•* If young gentlemen may fee your white flcin, 
•* It will allure them to love, and foon bring them in. 
** Boih darafcls'and wives ufe many fuch featcs. 
*» I know them that will lay out their yair« teates,** 
All this i^ addreflVd to Mary Magdalen. 
To the £ame purpofe, Jovius Pontanus : 
*» Nam quid bacolos finus, 8c ipfas 
«* Prai ic fcrs fine linteo papillai ? 
»' Hoc eft dicerc, pofce, pofce, trado, 
'* Hoc eft ad Venerem vdcftrc amatti«/* STfisvEHS* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TIMON OF ATHENS. iSg 

Are not within the leaf of pity writ. 
Set them down ^ horrible traitors : Spare not the 
babe, 



Our aulliOT has agaio the fame kind of imagery ia hit Lover's 
Complaint : 

" -^— fpite of heaven's fell rage, 

** Some heauly peep'd through iattice of fear'd age.V 

I do not believe any particular fatirc was here intended. Lady 
Suffolk, Lady Somerfet, and oiaoy of the celebrated beauties of 
the time of James L are thus reprefented in their] pidurcs ; nor 
-vrcrt they, I imagine, thought more reprehcnfible than the ladies 
of the prefeut day, who from the fame extravagant purfuit of what 
is called fa&ion, run into an oppofile extreme^ Malonl. 

I have not hitherto met with any ancient portrait of a modeft 
English woman, in which the papUlas eurta were exhibited as 
dcfcribed on the prefent occadon by Sbak.fpeare ; for he alludes not 
ooly to what he has called in his celebrated fong, the *^ hills of 
fnow,*' but to the ^^ pinks that grow " upon their fammits. See 
Vol. VL p. 141, n. 5. Steevens. 

1 believe we fhould read nearly thus:" 

nor thoje milk-paps^ 

thai through the widow's barb bore 9I mens fyes^ 

Are not within the leaf oj pity writ. 
The ufe of the doubled negative is fo common in Sliakfpeare, that 
it is nnnecefi'ary to fupport it by inftances. The barhe^ I believe 
was a kind of i;W/. Creflida, in Chaucer^ who appeals as a widow^ 
is defciibed as wearing ^harbs^ Troitus andCtejfiia^ Book 1!. v. no. 
in which place Caxton's edition ( as I learn from the Gloffary) 
reads ~.»riffl//«, which certainly fignifies a va/, and was probablf 
fubftiiuted as a fynonymout word for haihe^ the more atitiquaicd 
reading of the manuCcripts. Unharhed is ufed.by Sbakfpeare for 
wuovertdy in Coriolanus^ Ad III. fc. v : 

^^ Muft I go {hew them my unharhed fconce?** 
Sec alfoLeland's Colleilanea^ Vol. V. p. 317, new edit, where the 
ladies, mourning at the funeral of Queen Mary, arc mentioned as 
having their bathes above their chinnes, Tyrwhitt. 

The folios read — harne, and not improperly ; en is z common 
termination of a Saxon plural, which we in numbcrlefs inilaoces 
retain to this day. The word is to be explained by bars^ but 
ihould not have been removed from the text. RifsoN. 

7 Set them down — ] Old copy^ in dehaoce of metre, — 
But/r^ them down, Stekykms. 
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Whofe dimpled fmiles from fools exbauft their 

, mercy ; ^ ' 

Think it a baftard,* whom the oracle 
Hath doubtfully pronounc'd thy throat' (hall cut. 
And mince it fansremorfe : Swear againft objefts ;"* 
Put armour on thine ears, and on thine eyes ; 
Whofe proof, nor yells of mothers, maids, nor 

babes, 
Nor fight of priefts in holy veftinents bleeding. 
Shall pierce a jot. There's gold to pay thy fol- 

diers : 
Make large confufion ; and, thy fury fpent, » 

'Confounded be thyfelf! Speak not, be gone. 

Alcib, Haft tho'u gold yet? TU take thq gold 

thou giv'ft me, 
Not all thy counfel. 

Tim. Doft thou, or doft thou not, heaven's curfc 

upon thee! 
Phr. and Tym. Give us fome gold, good Timon 

Haft thou more? 



* — .— exbauft ikeir mttc^ ; ] For exkau/^ Sir T. Hamncr, and 
after him Dr. WarburtOD, read — extort; but cm hauj here fignifies 
literally to thaw forth, Johnson. 

' — -~ bajtardy ] Aa allufioa to the tale of Oedipui. 

Johnson. 

5 thy throat — ] Old copy — the throat. Corrcaed by 

M. Pop*. Malone. 

* Swear agyi'^J ohjtEli ; ] Sir Thomas Hanmcr reads: 

'gainft ait chjedli: 

So, in our author's i52d Soonet: 

*» Or made them /wear againft the thing they fee.'* 

Steetens. 

Perhaps ohjrSs is here ufed provincially for ahjeSs, Farmer. 

Againjl ohjfBs is, againft objeds of charity aod compaflion, So, 
|n Troilui and CreJJida, Ulyffes fays : 

"ForHedor, in his blaze of wrath, fubfcribei 

" To leader obje&s.*' M. MA80N. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 141 

Tim. Enough to make a* whore forfwcar her 

trade, ^ 

And to make whores, a bawd. ^ Hold up, you fluts. 
Your aprons mountant: You are not oathable,— 
Although, I know, youMl fwear, terribly fwear, 
Intoftrongfhudders. and to heavenly agues, 
Tiie immortal gods that hear you,^ — fpare your 

oaths, 
ril truft to your conditions : ^ Be whores ftill ; 
And he whofe pious breath feeks to convert you, 
Beflrong in v^horc, allure him, burn him up ; 
Let your clofe fire predominate his fmpke. 
And be no turncoats:* Yet may your pains, fix 

months, 
Be quite contrary:^ And thatch your poor thin 

roofs * 

^ And to make whores, a howd,] That is, eoough to make « 
whore leave whoring, and a bawd leave makiDg wborct. 

Johnson. 

^ The immortal gods that hear jfok,] The Tame thought is fouod 
in Antony and Cleopatra^ Ad I. fc iii: 

^* Though you with fwcaring^dif the throned gods/* 
Again, in The Winter's Tate: ' 

«« Though you would feek to unfphcrc the fiars <with oaths.** 

Steevens. 

' /*// trufi to your conditions t] You need not fwear to continue 
whores, I wiU truft to your inclinations. Johnson. 

^ee Vol. XUI. p. 494, n. 5. Malone. 

• And he no turncoats:^ By an old ftatue, thofe women who^ 
lived in a ftate of proftitihion, were^ among other aniclesi con- 
^cerniog their drefs« enjoined to wear their garments, with the 
uirong-fide outward, on pain of forfeiting them. Perbiips there is 
in this palTage a reference to itr Henley. 

I do not perceive how this explanation of — turncoat^ will accord 
with Timon's train of reafoning ; yet the antiquary may perhaps 
derive fatisfadion from that which afford^no affiftance to the com^ 
mentator. Steevens. * 

^ Tet may your pains, fix months. 

Be quite^tontraryt] This is obfcure, partly from the amhiguitjr 
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With burdens of the dead ; — fome that were hang'd- 
No matter: — wear them, betray with them: whore 
ftill ; 



of the word pains^ and partly from the generality oi ihc tx^rtition, 
Thc^ meaning is this : he had faid before^ follow conftanily your 
trade of dcDaucI^cry: that is (fays he) for fix months iu tlie year. 
; Let the OLher fix be employed ia quite contrary pains and labour, 
namely, io the Icvcre difciplinc neceflary for ihc repair of ihofe 
-difatdcrs that your debaucheries occafion, in ortler to fit you anew 
to the trade; and thus let the whole year be fpentin thefc different 
occupations, bn this account he goes on, aud fays, Malie fa If* 
hair, 8cc. WarBurton. 

The explanation Is ingenious, but f think it very remote, and 
would willingly bring the author atid bis rcadcri to meet oo eaficr 
terms. We may read: 

Tit may your pains fx mouths 

Be quite contraricd: — — . 
Timon is wifliing ill to mankind, but is afraid left the whores 
{hould imagine that he wifhes well to them; to obviate whichhe 
lets thenj know, that he imprecates upon them influence enough to 
plague others, and ditappointments enough to plnguc themfelvcs. 
He wiQies tiiat they may do all poffible mifcbief, and yet take paim 
Jix montfis of the year in vain. 

ill this fenfe there is a connedion of thii line wfth the next. 
Finding your pains conltaricdy try new expedients, thatch your thin 
Toofs^ and p^iint. 

To contrary is an old verb, Latymer relates, that when he went 
to court, he was advifcd not to contrary the king. Johnson. 
^ Jf Dr. Johnfon's explanation be right, which I do not believe^ 
the prefcut words appear to me to admit it, as well as the reading 
he wpuld introduce. ' Such unnecefTary deviations f(om the text 
fhould ever be avoided. Dr. Warburton*s is a very natural inter* 
preution, which cannot ofKo be faid of the expofiiions of that 
coumenlator. The words that follov» fully fuppprt it: »^ And 
thatch your poor thin roofs," 8cc. i, e. after you have loft the 
greater part of your hair by difeafe, and the medicines that for fix 
fcnonths you have been obliged to take, then procure an aitificial' 
covering," Sec. Malone. 

1 believe this means, — Yet for lialf the year at leaft, may you 
fufifer fuch punifhment as is iuEided on harlots iu houfcs of cor- 
reiftion. STfF.VENS, 

.^Thefe words (hould be included in a parenihefis. Johnfon 
XViftiCA to conned them with the following feateuces, but that 
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Paint till ahorfe may mire upon your face : 
A pox of wrinkles ! 

Phr. AND Tym, Well,more gold ; — What then? — 
Believe't, t^iat we'll do any thing' for gold. 



cannot be, aS they contain an imprecation, and the following lines 
contain an inftrudion. Timon is giving inftruSions lo thoCe 
v;omcn ; but, in the middle of his inftruftioos his roifantbropy 
breaks forth in anSmprecatioo againfl them. I have no objedion 
to the reading of contrariedy inftead of contrarjy but it dOcs not 
feem to be neceflary. M. Mason. '^ 

• thatch youT poor thin roofs 8cc. ] About the year iSgS, ^ 

when the falhioa became general in England of wearing a greater 
quantity of hair than was ever the produce of a finglc head, it was 
dangerous for any child to ^vander, as nothing was more c6mmon 
than for women to entice fucb as had fine locks into private places, 
and there to cut them oCP. I have this information from Stubbs*s 
Anatomy of Abufts^ which I have ofun quotedon the article of drefs. 
To this fafbion the writers of &haffpeare*8 age do not appear to 
have been reconciled. So,, in A Mad World my Majltrs, 1608 : 

«^ to wear periiwigs made of snothtrs hair^ h not this againft 

kind?" 

Again,, in Drayton's Mooncalf g 

** And with Urg^ fums they (lick not to procurt, 
«( Hair from th$ dead^ yea, and the moft unclean; 
^^ To help their pride they nothing will difdatn/*^ 
Again, in Shakfpeare's 68th Sonnet t 

'* Before the golden trelTes of the dead, 
•• The right of fepulchres, were (horu away, 
** To live a fccond life on fecond head, 
•* Ere beautfs dead jieea made another gay/* 
Again, in Churchyard's Tragical dif court oj a dolorous Gfnilt* 
woman, i5g5: 

**■ 7he perwickes fine mutl cnrle wber haire doth lack 
*^ The fwelling grace that fils the empty facke." 
Warner, in his Albion's England^ 1608, Book IX. ch. xlvii. ia 
liVewlfe very fevere on this fafbion. Siowe informs us, that 
*« women's periwigs y^crt firlt brought in^ England about the time 
©f the maffacre of Paiii." SrfcEVENS. 

Seealfo Vol. VIII. p. 81, n. 9. 

The yir^. edition of Siubbcs's Anatomy of Abufes quoted above, 
'Was in t5S3. Drayton's Mooncalf did not, I believe, appear till 
X627. Malone. 
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Tim. Confumptiohs fow 
In hollow bones of man; ftrikc their fharp fhins. 
And mar men's fputring.^ Crack the lawyer's voice, 
That he may never more falfe title plead, 
jS^or found his quillets flirilly :^ hoar the flaraen. ^ 
That fcolds againft the quality of flefti, 
And not believes himfelf: down with the nofe, 
Down with it flat ! take the bridge quite away 
Of him, that his particular to forefee,^ 



' — — . men*s fpurring. ] Sir T. Hanmer TCdidt—fp^rring^ pro- 
' perly enough, if there be any ancient example of the word. 

Johnson. 
Spurring is certainly right. The difeafe that enfeebled their 
Jhins would have this cffeft. Steevens. 

* Not found his quillets fkrilly : ] QMilUts are fubtilties. So, in 
haw Tricks^ Sec. 1608: ^* • — ^^ a ^uiV/^/ well applied!** 

# Stebvens; 

Cole, in his Latin Didionary, 1679, i^enders quillet^ res Jrivola, 
Ttcula. Ma LONE 

' ho2iT ike Jlamen^] Mr. Upton would rczd—koar/e^ i. e. 

make boarfe ; for to be hoary claims reverence. *« Add to this 
(fays he) that hoarfe is here m oft proper, as oppofcd to fcolds.^ It 
may, however, mean, — Give the flamen the*iioarf leprofy^** So, in 
Webftcr*8 Duichejs of Malfy, 162S : 

»k -{hew like leprofiy 

" The whiter the fouler." 
And before, in this play: 

'* Make the hoar leprofy ador'd.** SteevenS. 
^ thai his particular to forefee, ] The metaphor is apparently 
incongruous, but the fenfe is good. To fore fie his particular^ is 
to provide for his private advantage^ for which he leaves the right ^ 
Jcent of publick good. In huating, when hares have ciof^'d one 
another, it is common for fome of the hounds to f melt from tht 
general weal, and forefee their own particular, Shakfpeare, who 
feems to have been a (kilful fportfman, and has alluded often to 
falconry, perhaps, alludes here to hunting. [Dr. Warburton would 
read — iore-fendy i. e. (as he interprets the word] .provide for, fecure.] 
To the commentator's emendation h may be objeded, that he 
ufes for ef end in the wrong meaning. To fore fend, i$^ I think, 
never to provide for, but to provide againft. The verbs compounded 
/with /or OT fore have commonly either aii evil, or negative fcnfe. 

\ Johnson. 
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JSmclls from the general weal : make ciirrd-pate 

rufiBans bald;- 
And let the unfcarr'd braggarts of the wat 
Derive fome pain from you : Plague all ; 
That your aAivity may defeat and quell 
The fource of allereftion. — There's more gold : — ^ 
Do you damn others, and let this damn you, 
And ditches grave you all ! ^ 

Phr. and Tym. More counfel, with more money, 

bounteous Timon.^ 
TiMi More whore, mote mifchi^f firft;' I havd 

given you earneft. 
Alcib. Strike up the drum towards Athens^ 
Farewell, Timon ; 
If I thrive well, Til v(fit thee again. 

Tim. If I hope well, I'll never fee thee mott* 

Alcib. I never did thee harm. 

Tim. Yes, thou fpok'ft well of me. ' 

Alcib. Cairft thou that harm? 



* And ditthn grave pk dtll] To grd¥e U to eotomt. Thh ^ 
<irord is novr obfolete, though fometimtB ufed by Shakfpcare and 
tils con temporary authors. So, ia Lord Surrey's Tranilatioa^of the 
fourth book of Virgii'i JEneidT 

«« Cinders ( tfaihk'ft thou ] mind this? dt graved gboftet ?** 
To KMgrdve was li^Ltwife to turn out of a grave. Thus, iii Maii* 
Aoii*s Sop^oidjkmi 

" and tnc^ now dead, 

** Deny a grave; b-url us among the ro^ks 

*' To fianch btafti hooger: therefore, thus iMgrUv^d^ 

i« I feek flow reft. ** . ^ 

See VoL XII. p. 92, ^. 4, Steevens. 

• r«, thou Jpok'Jt wiil of me, ] Shatfpeire in this as in mcny 
other places, appears %o allude to the facred writings : '•^ \VOf 
*nto him of whom all men fpeak well ! ** Malone. 

Vol XVII. t 
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Tim* Men daily find it fuch.' Get thee away. 
And take thy beagles with thee. 

Alcib. ' We but offend him.— 

Strike. 

\Brum ht(f,ts. Exeunt Alcibiades, Phrynia, 
and TvMi^NDRA. 

Tim. That nature, being fick of man's unkind- 
nefs, 
Should yet be hungry ! — Common mother, thou, 

[Digging. 
Whofe womb unmeafurable, and infinite breaft,^ 
Teems, and feeds all; whofe felf- fame' mettle. 
Whereof thy proud child, arrogant man, is puffed, 
Engenders the black toad, and adder blue, 
The gilded newt, and eyelefs venom'd worm,* 
With all the abhorred births below crifp heaven^ 



• .^ — Jind it fuch, ] For the infertioa of the pronoun — /ttcl, 
1 am an/wcrable. It is too frequently ufed on fimilar occafions by 
our author, to need exemplification. Steevens. 

* Wkcft womb unmea/urahle, and infiniit breaji^ ] This image is 
taken from the ancient ftatues of Diana Ephefia Multimammia, 
called Tetvetiohof ^vo'lf TtLvrm jtxilTUp ; and is a very good com* 
ment on thofe extraordinary figures. See Monifaucon^ VAntiquiti #x« 
pliquee^ Lib. HI. ch.> xv. Hefiod, alluding^ to the fame reprefea. 
tations calU the earth, lAl' ETinTSTEPNOS. Warburton. 

Wko/i infinite brtafi means no more than utl^oft boundlefs furjact, 
Shakfpeare probably knew nothing of the flatue to which the com« 
meniator alludes. Steevens. 

, » — : -- ejeUJs venom" d tvorm^ ] The ferpent, which we, from the 
ifaialluefs of his eyes, call the blind^VfOrm, and the Latins, cacilia. 

Johnson. 
So, in Macbeth : 

*' Adder's fork, and blindworm's fling. ** Steevens. 

' below cHfp heaven] We (hould read — cri//, i. e. vaulud, 

from the LAtin crjpta^ z vault. Warburton. 

Mr. Upton declares for cri/f^ curled, bent, hollow. 

N JOUNSOH. 
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\Vhcreon Hyperion's quickening fire doth (hine; 
Yi^ld him, who, all thy human fons doth hatc,'^ 
From forth thy plenteous , bofora, one poor root! 
Enfear thy fertile and conceptions womb, ^ 
Let it no more bring out ingratefulman ! ^ 
Go great with tigers, dragons, wolves, and bears; 
'^"ecm with new monfters, whom thy upward face 
Hath to the marbled manfion' all above 
Never prefented! — -O, a root,-* Dear thanks; 
Dry up thy marrows, vines, and plough- torn leas ;^ 



Perhaps Sbakfpcare means curtd^ from the appearance of tht 
clouds, in the tempejl^ Ariel talks of riding 

»» On the curl'd clouds. '* 
Chaucer, in his Houfe of Fame^ fays, 

. ** Her here that was oundie^hd crips/* 
ii e. wflvy and / inrhd. 
Again, in tht Thilofophers Satires, by Robert Anton : 

(* Her face as beauteous as the cri/ped morn ** Steeven^^ 
^ who alt vhy human fons doth haie\ | Old copy — /U hu- 
man fons do hate. The former word was correded by Mr. Pope} 
the latter by Mr. Rowe. Malone. 

* Enfear thy fertile and conceptions womh^ ] So, in Kinff Lear: 

»' Dry up in her the organs of, encreafe " SrptVhw*,* 

* Let it no more bring out ingratejul man /J it is plain that bri^g 
gut is bring forth, Steevens. 

Neither Warburton nor Dr.Johnfon feem to have been awkrd 
6f the import of this paflage. It was the great ho iH of the 
Athenians that they were cCVld')(fiovs^ ; fprung from the Jot! on ivltick 
they lived i and it is in allufiou tp this, that the terms common 
mother and bring out^ art applied to the ground, HenIey. 

Tbougb Mr. Henley, as a fcholar, could not be uuacq,uainted 
with this Athenian boaft, I fear that Shakfpeare knew no more 
of it than of the many-bVeafted Diana of tphefus, brought for* 
i^ard by Dr. Warburton in a preceding note. Stef.vfns. 

^ the marbled marjion — ] So, Milton, Book tU* I. -564* 

. '* Through the pure marble air — • — . ** 

Virgil befto\s^ the fame epithet on the fea. SteeVeHS. 

Again, in Othello * 

' " Now by yon marble heaven, 1-. '* MalOne* 

f Dry up thy marrowa, vines^ and plough'torn leas ; ] The feufe it 

'L 2 
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Whereof ingrateful man, with liquorilh dranghts. 
And morfels un6luous, greafes his pure mind, 
That from it all confideration (lips ! 



Enter Apemantus. 

More man? Plague! plagne ! 

A?EM. 1 was dixfAed hither; Men report. 
Thou doft affeft my manners, and doft ufe them. 
Tim. 'Tis then, becaufe thou doft not keep a 
dog ^ ^ 
Whom I would imitate: Confumptlon catch thee I 

Afem. This is in thee a nature h\xt affefled ; 
A poor unmanly melancholy, fprung 
From change of fortune. ^ Why this fpade ? this 

place? 
This flavc-like habit? and thefe looks of care? 
^ Thy flatterers yet wear filk, drink wine, lie foft; 
X Hug their difeas'd perfumes, * and have forgot 
That ever Timon was. Shame riot thefe woods. 



this: nstuTf! ctaft to pro duf$ men, ti{fear thj womb p but if thou 
ivilt coptioue to produce them, at Icafl ceafe to pamper them ^ 
dry up thy narrows, oa which they fatten with unQuous tnor/ilt^ ihj 
vines, which give them liquorijk draughts, and thy plougk-iorn leas* 
Here are atfcds correfpondiog with caufes, liquorijh draughts, with 
vines, and unHnous morfels with marrows^ and the old reading U«. 
terally prefervcd. Johnson. 

^'This is in thee a nature hut affeded ; 
A poor unmanly melancholy, Jpfung 

From change of fortune. ] The old copy reads inJiBed^ hnd 
change of future. Mr. Rowc made the emendation. Malone. 

* Hug their difeas'd perfumes, J i. e. their difeasM perfumcdl 
miftrclfes. Malone. 

So, in Othello: 

«• Til fuch another fitchew ; marry, a pnjwaCd dne. ** 
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fiy pntting on tb^ canning of a carper. ^ 
Be thou a flatterer new, and fcek to thrive 
By that which has undone thee : hinge thy knee/ 
And let his very breath, whom thoul't obferve, 
Blow. off thy cap; praife his mod vicious ftrain. 
And call it excellent: Thou waft told thus; 
Thou gav'ft thine ears, like tapflers, that bid wel- 
come, ^ 
To knaves, and all -appro ach cr s : 'Tis moft juft, 
That thou turn rafcal ; had'ft thou wealth again, 
Rafcals fhould have't. Do not affume my likenefs. 

Tim. Were I like thee, I'd throw away myfelf. 

Apem. Thou haft caft away thyfelf, being like 
thyfelf; 
A madman fo long, now a fool.: What, think'ft 
Th^at the bleak air, thy boifterous' chalnberlain, 



' ^ the cunning of a carper. ] For the pbilofoptiy of a Cynic, 

of which fed Apemantus was; and therefore he concludes: 

" Do not affume my likenefs. '* W^RBURTON. 

Cunning here feems to figuify counierfeii appearand, Johnson. 
The cunning of s carper^ is the tnfidious art of a critick. Shamt 
oot thefe woods, fays Apemantus, by coming here to find fault. 
Maurice fC)Jfin in the preface to his Tranfiation of Terence's Andria^ 
i588, fays : •* Of thfi curio^i caip^r I look, not to be favoured.** 
Again, Ur/ula fpeaking of the farcafm of Beatrice^ obferves, 

** Why fure," fuch carping is not commendable. '* 
There is no apparent reafon why Apemantus (according to Dr. 
Warburton's explanation ) Qiould ridicule bis own fe£l. 

Steevens. 

* —- - kinge thy hnee,] Thus, in Hamlet: 

** To crook the pregnant hinges of the hnu. ** 

Steevens. 

• — — Hke tapfitri^ that bid weUome^ } So,_m our author's Venus 
snd Adonis : 

*' Like fhrill-tonguM tapfters anfwering every call» 
" Soothing the humour of faHiaftick wits. '* 
The old copy ha§ -- ^a^ welcome. Correded iorthe feco«d folio. 

Ma(.ons. 

L3 
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Will put thy ftiift on warm? Will thefc txiofs'd trees,' 
That have outliv'd the eagle/ page thy heels, 
And Ikip when thou point'ft out? will the cold 

brook. 
Candied with ice, caudle thy morning tafte» 
To cure thy o'er- night's furfeit? caU the crea- 
tures, — 
Whofe naked natures live in all the fpite 
Of wreakful heaven ; whofe bare unhoufed trunks, 
To the conflifling elements cxposM, 
Antwer mere nature, "^ — bid them flatter thee ; 
O! thou {halt find — -^ 

Tim. a fool oftheer Depart. 

Apem. I love thee better now than e'er I did, 

Tim. 1 hate thee worfe. 



• roofs'd /rm, ] [Old copy — maxfi trees,] Sir T. Haamer 

f5a4» very elegantly, 

— ^mofs'd irui, Johnson. 
Sbakfpeare ufes the fame epithet in As you Hkg tV, Ad IV: 

** Under an oak, vrhofe boughs were mojid with age. *V 

Steevens. 
So alfo Drayton, in his Mortimeriados^ no date: 
*^ Even as a biiftling tempeft routing blafts 
•' Upon a foreft of old branching oakes, 
•* And with his furie teyrs their tnojfy loaks. ** 
Mo/s*d is, I believe, the true readiVig. Malone. 

I haVe inftriei^ this reading in the text, becaufe thtre is lefs 
propriety in the epithet — moiji s it being a known truth that trees 
bec6me more ind more dry^ as they cncreafe in age. Thus, our 
author^ in his Rape of Lucrece^ obferves, that it is one of the pro- 
perties of time 

," To dry the did oak's fap — — . '• Stbevens. 

• outlived the eagle^ ] Aqu'tla SensSlus is a proverb. I learn 

from Turherviltt's boot of taUonry^ iSyS, that the great age of this 
bird has been afcertain^d from the ctrcumflance of its always 
building its eyrie^ or neft, in the fame place. Steevfns. 
1 4nfwtT mere nature, ] So, in King Lear^ Ad II. fc. iU : 
*^ And with prcfented nakednefs outface 
«» The winds,'* 8cc. Steevbn»» 
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Apem. , Why ? , • 

Tim. Thou flatter'ft mifery; 

Apem. I flatter not; but fay, thou art a caitiff. 
Tim. Why doft thou feek mc out? 
Apem. To vex thee. '- 

Tim. Always a vHlain's office, or a fooFs. 
Doft pleafc thyfelf in*t ? 

Apem. v Ay.,v 

Tim. What! a knave too ?^ 

Apem. If thou didft put this four-cold habit on 
To caftigaie thy pride, 'twere well: but thou 
Doft it enforcedly ; thou'dft- courtier be again, 
Wert thou not beggar. Willing mifery 
Outlives incertain pomp, is crown'd before:^ 
The one is filling ftill, never complete; 
The other, at high wifti; fieft ftate, contcntlcfs,. 



7 Ti^ vex ikee*] As the tneafure it here impeTred,we may fuppofe, 
with Sir Thomas^HanIner, our author to have written, > 
Only to vex thee, SlEEVENS. 
• What! a knave /oo ? ] Tim on had juft called Apemantus /tftf/, 
in confequence of what he had known of him by former acquaint* 
ancc; but when Apemanlut tells him, that he comes to vex him^ 
Timon determines that to vtx is eitter tie ojfice ^ a villain or a 
Jool ; that to vex J>y defign is villainy^ to vex mtkout drjign h folly. 
He then properly aflcs Aperoantus whether he takes delight ia 
vexing, and when he anfwers, y#j, Timon replies, — Wh/it! a knavt 
too f I before only knew thee to be a fool^ but now I find thee 
likcwife a knave, Johnson. 

• ij crown d before: ] Arrives fooner at high wi/h; that is, 

at the completion of its wi/lns, Johnson. 
So, in a former fctne of this play : 

*^ And in fome fori thefe wants of mine are crown d^ 
*' That I account them blefCngs. ** 
Again, more appoiitcly, in Cymbeline: 

•' — .-— my fupreme cromn of grief,** Maloni. 

L4 
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Hath a diftraflcd and mod wretched being, 

Worfe than the worff, content.* 

Thou fhould'ft defire to die, being mifera,ble, 

Tim. Not by his breath,^ that is more iniferable. 
Thou art a flave, whom Fortune's tender arm 
With favour never chafp'd;"^ but bred a dog. * 



* Wdf/e iian Ht worj^ c0niint, ] Beft fiates contentlefi hi^ve « 
wretched being, a being worfe than that of the^vorft ftatet that 
^re eofitent. Johnson. 

' ^ kj his htath^'l It means, I believe, by hiscoun/tlt hj 

hh dirtSion. Johnson. 

Bf his hreaii, I believe, is meant hit Jeni en ce. To bremtkt it as 
liceptioufly ufed by Sbakfptare iii the following inftanct fron| 
HoTtifit : 

♦' Having ever feen, in the prjsnominate crimes, 
"The youth you hrtdtki of, guiliy. " Sti evens. 
By bis breath means in our author's slanguage, by his vohe <x% 
Jpeeck^ and fo in fad by his fentence. Shakfpeare frequently ufe^ 
the word in ibis fenfe. It has been twice fo ufed in this pla^« 
See p. 102, n. 3. Malon.b. 

^ Thou art a Jlave^ whom Fortune's tender arm 

Withja^our never cla/fi'd ;] la a GoUedipn of Sonnets entitled 
Chloris^ or the Complaint of ike pajfifinate dejpi/ed Sh^pheard^ bjr 
William Smith, iSgG, a fimilar image is found: 
\y poth any live that ever had fuch hap, 

M That all their adions are of none effed! 
f» Whom Fortune never dandled in her lap^ 

*> But ^i an abje^ fiill doth n^e rejed. ** Malone, 

* —— hut bred a dpg.]^ Alluding to the word Cjnich, of whicil 
{eft Apemantus was. WARBUR-noN. 

For the etymology of Cfnich our author Tyas no^ obliged to havo 
^ecourfe to. the Grecli^ langufge. The ididionaries of his time fur- 
liiOied him with it. See Cawdrey*s DiSionary of hard Engltjh words^ 
pftavQ, i6o^t *' Cynical, Doggijh^ froward." Again, in BuUokar's 
J^ngli/h Expojitor, i6ii5 : '* Cynical, Doggijh^ or curri&. Ther^ 
was in Greece an old fed of philofophers fo called, becaufe they 
^^ ever (harpiy *«ri*at men's vices,** &c. After ail, however, t believe 
Shakfpeare only meant, thou wert born in a low fUtej and ufef\ 
(rpm thy ipfapfy to hardfliips. MALONf, 
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Hadfttliou, like us/ from our firft fwatb/ proceeded 
The fwcct degrees,^ that this brief world aflFords 



^ Hadft thon^ lih us^ ] There is in this ^eech a fullen baughti* 
pefs, and malignant dignity, fukabU at once to the lord and thf 
man-hater. The impatience. with which he bears to bave'hli 
luxury reproached by one that never had luxury within bis reach, 
is natural and graceful. 

There is in a letter, written by the Earl of Effex, juft before hii 
txecution, to another nobleman, a paflage fomewhat refembling 
this, with which, I belicre every reader will be plcafed, though 
it is fo ferious and folemn that it can fcarcely be infcrted without 
irrcveTeo'"C : ■ 

** God grant your lordfhip may quickly feel the comfort F now 
eAjoy in my unfeigned converGcn, but that you may never ftel 
the torments I have fuffiered for my long delaying ii. I kmd nont 
hat deteivers to call upon m^, to whom I Jaid^ if my ambition toul4 
A*w# enteyed into their narrow breads, they would not have . been Jo 
/irumbte ; or if my delights had been once tajUd by them^ they yfOuli 
not have been fo preiife. But your lordfhif hath one to call upon )(?«, 
tk»t knotueth what it is you now enjoy i and what the greateji fruit 
and end is oj- all contentment that this world can aj'ord. Think, 
therefore, dear earl, that I havt ftaked and buoyed all ihe ways 
of pleafure unto you, and left them a^ fea-marks for you to keep 
tb€ channel ot religious virtue. For ihut your eyes never fo long, 
^y mufk be open at the laft, and then you muft i'ay with me, theri 
is no peaet to the ungodty.** Johnson. 

A fimilar thought occurs in a MS. . metrical tranflation of an 
ancieut French romance, preferved in the Library of Kii\g*s College, 
Cambridge. [See note on Antony and Cleopatta^ A€k IV. (c. x: ] 
'* For therefore of hardneffe hadeft thou never ; 
** But were brought forth in blilTe, as iwich a burde ought, 
*^ Wyth alle maner gode metes, and to milTe them now 
«* It were a botles bale,** 8cc. p. 36, b.. Steevems. 

7 — '-'firfl fwatb, ] From infancy. Swath is the drtfs of a 
new-born child. Johnson. 

So, in Heywood*s Golden Age^ 161 1 : 

«^ No, more their cradles (hall be made theif tombs» 
** Nor their foft Jwaths become their winding-ihcets.'* 

Steevens. 

^ Tiht Jkoitt degress^] Thus the folio. The modern editors 
have, withfiut authority, read — through 8cc. but this neglcft of 
the prepofition was commo4Vto numy other wiittr» of the age of 
Shakfpea^e. ST£fiV£MS, 
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i54 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

To fuch as may the paffivc drugs of it 

Freely command,^ thou would'ft have plung'd jthy- 

felf 
In general riot; melted down thy youth 
In different beds of luft; and never leafn'd 
The icy precepts of refpc^l,* but foUow'd 
The fugar'd game before thee. But myfclf,^ 



» commandj^ ] Old copy — command'JI, Correded • by Mr, 

Rowe. Malonf. 

• ^pucepls of re/piS, ] Of obedience to law». Johnson. 

RtJpeB^ I believe, means the quen dira't-'Onf the regard o( 
Athens, that ftrongeft reftraint on liceatioufoefs : the icy precepts^ 
i. e. that cool hot blood ; what Mr. Burke, in his admirable Rt^ 
JliBions on the Rtvoluthn in France^ has emphatically ftyled *» one 
of the greateft controuling powers on earth, the fcn/t of fame and 
tjlimalion,*' Steevens. 

Timon cannot mean by the word rtJpeS^ obedience to the laws, 
as Johnfou fuppofes; for a poor man is ^ore likely to be ImpreflTed 
wiih a reverence for the laws, than one in a ftation of nobility and 
affluence. Refpe& may poflibly mean, as Steevens fuppofes, a 
regard to the jopinion of the world: but I think it has a more 
enlarged fignification, and implies a confideration of confequenceS| 
whatever they may be. In this fenfeit is ufed- by Hamlet: 

41 There's the fefpeff 

»^ That makes calamity of fo long life.** M. Mason. 
*■*■ The icy precepts of refpeS** mean the cold admonitions of 
iantions prudence^ that deliberately weighs the coofequenccs of every 
aftion. So, in Troilus and Crejida: 

'* Reafou and re/peB^ 

*■*- Makes livers pale, and luftihood dejed.** 
Agarn, in our poet's Rape of Lucrece: 

«> Then, childi(h fear, avauni! debating di«! 

^* Refpe^ and reafon wait on wrinkled age? 

•* Sad paufe a^d deep regard become the fage/* 
Hence in King Richard III. the King fays: 

«( 1 wiH converfe with iron-witted fools, 

»* And unrefpeQive hoys ; none are for me, 

«« That look into me with conjiderate eyes.** Malon^. 

' But myfelf ] The connexion here requires fome attention. 

But is here ufed to denote oppofitioa ; but wh^t immediately 
precedes is not oppofed to that which JFollows* The adverfatii^e 
particle refers to the two firft lines : 
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Who had the world as my confcfiionary ; 

The mouths, the tongues, the eyes, and hearts of 

men / 

At duty, more than I could frame employment;^ 
That numberlefs upon me ftuck, as leaves! 
Do on the oak, have with one winter's'brufli 
Fell from their boughs, and left me open, bare* 
lor every ftorm that blows;— I, to bear this, 
That never knew but better, is fome burden : 
Thy nature did commence in fufferance, time 
Hath made thee hard in't. Why fhould'ft thou 

hate men ? 
They never flatter'd thee: What haft thou giycti? 
If thou wilt curfe,— thy father, that poor rag,^ ' 



tkou art a Jlave^ v/hom Jortune's tender arm 
With Jttv our never cUJp'di but bred a deg, 

But myfeij. 

Who had the world as my confedionary ; 8cc, 
The intermediate lines are to be confidered as a parenthefit of 
paflion. Johnson. 

* than I C9uld frame employment;] i. e. frame employment 

for. Shal^fpeare frequently writes thus. See Vol. XVI. p. i85, n. s ; and 
Vol. XVII. p. 340, n. 8. Malone. 

• . with one winter's brujh 

Fell from their houghs^ and left me open^ bare 8cc. j So, in 
Maflinger's Maid of Honour : 

*' O fumtoer friendfhip, 

*^ Wbofe flattering leaves that jfhadowM us in our 
*^ Profperity, with the leaft guft drop off 
*•*• In the autumn of adverfity.*' Steevens. 
Somewhat of the fame imagery is found in our auihor*s 73d 
Sonnet: 

*' That lime of year thou may'ft in roe behold, 
•• When^ yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 
«« Upon thofe boughs which (hake againfi the cold, 
•^ Bare ruin'd choirs, where late the fwcet birds iang.** 

Malone. 

« that poor rag, ] If wc read—^tfor rogue^ it will correfpond 

rather better to what follows. Johnson. 
In King Richard JIL Margaret calls Glofter rsg of honour i in 
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Muft be thy fcfbjcft ; who in fpite, put ftuflp 
To fomc flbe beggar, and compounded thee 
Poor rogue hereditary. Hence! begone! — 
If thou badft pot been born the worft of men, 
Thou hadft been a knave, and flatterer/ 

Apem. ^ Art thou proud yet? 

Tim. Ay, that I am not thee. 

Apem. 1, that I was 

No prodigal. 

Tim. I, that T am one now : 

Were all the wealth I have,»Qiut up in thee, 
rd give thee leave to hang it. Get thee gone. — 
That the whole life of Athens were in this! 
Thus would 1 eat it. . [Ealing arooL 



the fame play, the overweening rsgs of France are mentioned^ 
and John Florio fpeaks of a '* tara^r^j^ player." Steevens. 

We now ufe the word ragamuffin in the fame fenfe. . 

M. Mason. 

The term is yet ufcd. The loweft of the people arc yet de- 
nominated—Tag, rag. &c. So^ in Julius Cajar: *' if the 

t^tg-rag people did not clap him and hifs bim,_I am no true roan.** 

Malone. 

7 Thou hadjl hetn a knave, and fialimr, ] Dryden has quoted two 
verfes of Virgil to (how bow \it\\ he could have written fatires. 
Shakfpcare has here given a fpecimen of' the fame power by a line' 
bitter heyond all bitternefs, in which Timoa tells Apemantus, that 
he bad not virtue enough for the vices which he condemns. 

Dr. Warburton explains . worjl by hwefi^ which fomewbat 
vreakeds the fenfe, and yet leaves it fufficiently vigorous. 

I have heard Mr. Burke commend the fubtilty of difcrimination 
with which Sbakfpeare diftinguifhes the prefent charader of Ximoif 
from that of Apemantus, whom to vulgar eyts he would now re« 
femble. JOHNSON. 

K"ave is here to be underftood of a man who endeavours to 
irecommend himfelf by a hypocritical appearance of attention, and 
ffipcrBuity of fawning oflicioufnefs ; fuch a one as is called in King 
J^ear, a finical fuperferviceahU rogue", — !f he had had virtue enough 
to attain the profitable vices, *hc woul^ have been profitably vicious* 

STfiEV£VS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIMON OF ATHENS, iSj 

Apem. Here; I will mend thy feaft. 

f Offering him/omething. 

Tim* Firft mend my company/ take away thy* 
felf.» - 

Apem. So I fhall mend mine own, by the lack 
of thine. 

Tim. 'Tis not well mended fo, it is but botch'd; 
If not, I would it were, 

Apem. What would'ft thou have to Athens ? 

Tim. Thee thither in a whirlwind. If thou wilt. 
Tell them there I have gold; look, fo I have. 

Apem. Here is no ufe for gold. 

Tim. The bed, and trueft: 

For here it fleeps, and does no hired harm. 

Apem. Where ly'ft o'nights, Timon? 

Tim. Under that's above me.* 

Where feed'ft thou oMays, Apemantus? 

Apem. Where my ftomach finds nieat; or, ra- 
ther, where I eat it. 

Tim. 'WQ^ld poifon were obedient, and kacw 
my mind ! 

Apem. Where would'ft thou f^nd it? 

Tim. To feucc thy diflie^. 



* FirJI mind my eompany^] The Old copy rczdi-^mmd thy eom^ 
fttnj. 'the corrcdiou was made by Mr. Rowe. M alone, 

* take away tlyjtlf. ] This thought leems to have been adopted 

from Plutarch's I'ijt of Antony. It Aands thus io Sir Thoma| 
Morth^s tranilatton: ^*' Apemantus Taid^ unto the other; O, here it 
a trimme bauKet Timon, Timon auofwercd agaipe^ y^, fyid he,/# 
iiott wtrt not here, Steivens. 

* Apem. When Jfjl o'nights^ Timont 

Tim. Under that's above me, ] So, in CorioUnvsf 
•* 3. Serv, Where dwellft thou? 
•» Cou Under the ^nopy.*' fiiBsvlNl. 
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Apem. The middle of humanity thou never 
knewcft, but the extremity of both ends: When 
thou waft in thy gilt, and thy perfume, they mock'd 
thee for too much curioCty ; ^ in thy rags thou 
knoweft none, but art defpifed for the contrary. 
There's a medlar for thee, eat it. 

Tim. On what I hate, I feed not. 

'Apem. Doft hate a medlar? 

TiM^ Ay, though it look like thee.^ 

Apem. An thou hadft hated medlars fooner, thou 
fhould'ft ha,ve loved thyfelf better now. What 
man didft thou ever know unthrift, that was be- 
loved after his means? 

Tim. Who, without thofe means thou talk'ft of, 
didft thoq ever know beloved ? 



* for too muck cuiiofit^y;] i. e. for too much finical delicacjf* 

The Oxford editor alters it to courtefy. , Warburton. 

Dr. Warburtoo has explained the word juftly. So, in Jervas 

Ma^-kham's Englijh Arcadia^ 1606: " for all thofe eye- 

cbarming graces, of which with fuch curiofity (be had boafted^** 
Again, in Hobby's Tranflation of Cajigtiene*s Cortegiano, i536: 
•' A waiting gentlewoman (hotild flee ajfedion or curiofity/" Cutiofity 
is here inferted as a fyoonyme to aJffSion^ which means affcSaiion. 
Curiofity likewife fcems to have meant capriciou/nefs. Thus, in 
Greene's Mamillia, iS^S: *^ Pbaricles hath (hewn me fome curtefy, 
and I have not altogether requited him with' £uri^/y ; he hath 
made fome fhew of love, and I have not wholly feemed to miflike.** 

ST££VENS, 

' ily, though it look like thee. ] Timon here fuppofes tha; an 
Objedion againik hatred, which through the whole tenor of ths 
tonverfation, appears an argument for it. One would have expeded 
him to have anfwered, 

Yes, for it looks likt tkee. 
The old edition, which always gives the pronoun inftead of the 
afErmative particle, has it, 

/, though it look liki ikii, 
fcrhaps we (hould read, 

I thought ii looked liki tkn, Johnson* 
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Apem. Myfelf. 

Tim. I underftand thee ; thou hadft fomc means 
to keep a dog. 

Apem. What things in the world canft thou 
neareft compare to thy flatterers? 

TiM» Women neareft; but men, m^n arc the 
things themfelves. What would'ft thou do with 
the world, Aperoahtus, if it lay in thy power ? 

Apem. Give it the beafts, to be rid of the men. 

Tim. Would'ft thou have thyfelf fall in the con- 
fuiion of men, and remain a beaft with the beafts? 

Apem. Ay, Timon. 

TiM. A bcaftly ambition, which the gods grant 
thee to attain to! If thou wert the lion, the fox 
would beguile thee: if thou wert the lamb, the fox 
would cat thee : if thou wert the fox, the lion 
would fufpe6l thee, when, peradventure, thou wert 
accus'd by the afs : if thou wert the afs, thy dul- 
nefs would torment thee; and ftill thou livedft but 
as a breakfaft to the wolf: if thou wert th^ wolf, 
thy greedinefs would afflifi thee, and oft thou 
fliouldft hazard thy life for thy dinner: wert thou 
the unicorn,^ pride and wrath would confound 
thee, and make thine own felf the conqueft of thy 
fury : wert thou a bear, thou would'ft be kill'd by 
the h6rfe; wert thou ahorfe, thou would'ft be feiz'd 
by the leopard; weit thou a, leopard, thou wert 

* iki unicorn^ Sec] The account given of ihc unicorn ia 

this: that be and the lion being enemies by nature, as foon as the 
lion fees the uoicorn be betakes himfelf to a tree: the unicorn in 
his fury, and with aU the fwiftnefs of his courfe, running at him, 
Aicks his horn fail in the tree, and then the lion falls upon him and 
kilh him.'* Gefner^ Hijt. AnimaL Hanmer. 

Sec a note on Julius Cafau Vol.^XVUI. p. 52, n. «. 

ST£1V£NS» 
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german to tbe lion,^ and tbe fpots of thy kindred 
were jurors on thy life: all thy fafety were remo- 
tion;^and thy defence, abfence. What beaft could'ft 
thou be, that were not fubjed to a beaft ? and what _ 
a beaft art thou already, that feeft not thy lofs in 
transformation? - 

Al'EM. If thou could'ft pleafe me with fpeaking 
to me, thou might'ft have hit upon it here: The 
commonwealth of Athens is become a foreft of 
beafts. 

Tim. How has the afs broke the wall, that thoa 
art out of the city ? 

Apem. Yonder comes a poet, and a painter: The 
plague of company light upon thee! I will fear to 
catch it, and give way: When I know not what 
clfc to do, ril fee thee again. 

Tim. When there is nothing living but thee, 
thou (hall be welcome. 1 had rather be a beggar's 
dog, than Apemantus. , 

Apem. Thou art the cap of all the fools alive.' 



* — -» ihou weri gttman to iht lion,] This feems to be an al- 
lufion to Turkifli palicy: 

^^ Bears, like the Tnrk^ no brother near the throne,*' — Popt* 
Sec Vol. XIII. p. 2i5, n. 8. Steevenji. 

* — .« wert remotion;] i. e. removal from phce to place.. Sa« 
in King Li»r : 

»V *Tl8 the retnotian of the duke and her.*' Steeven3. 

Jlemoiion means, I apprehend, not a frequent removal from place 
to place, but merely lemotene/s^ the being placed at a diftance from 
the lion. See Vol. VI. p. 29, n. 3) and Vol. Xil. p. 532, a. 5. 

Malone. 

1 Thtu art He e»p fee. ] Tbe top, the principsK The remaining 
dialogue hal more malignity than vrit. Johnson. 

Dr. JohnfoB*s explication i$, I tbink, right} but f believe our 
author had alfo the foot's cap in bis thoughts. Malone. 

In Alls Will that ends welii »« the cap of the time,**, apparently 
mt%u%^%h6 JoremoJ in the fa(hion< Stieybms. 
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Tim. 'Would thou wert clean enough to fpit 
upon. 

Apem. a plague on thee, thou art too bad to 
curfe. * 

Tim. All villains, thatdo ftand by thee, are pure. ® 

Apem. There is no Icptofy, but what thou fpeak'ft. 

Tim. If I name thee. — 
ril beat thee, — but I fhould infeA my hands. 

Apem. I would, my tongue could rot them off! 

Tim. Away, thou iffuc of a mangy dog! 
Cholcr does kill me, that thou art alive; 
1 fwoon to fee thee. ^ 

Apem. 'Would thou would'ft burft! 

Tim. Away, 

Thou tedious rogue! I am forry, I (hall lofe 
A ftone by thee. [ Throws ajlonc at him. 

Apem. Beaft ! 

Tim. Slave! 

Apem. Toad! 

Tim. Rogue, rogue, rogue! 

, [Apemantus retreats backward, as going. 

I am fick of this falfe world; and will love nought 
But even the mere neceffiues upon it. 
Then, Timon, prefctitly prepare thy grave; 
Lie where the light foam of the fea may beat 



' Apem. A plague on ihety tkou art too had to curfe,] Thus, the 
old copies, and, 1 think, rightlyi Mr. Theobald, however, is of a 
contrary opinion ; for, according to the prefent regulation, favs he, 
Apemantus is ** made to curfe Timon, and immediately ^o fubjoin 
that he was too bad to curfe." He would therefore giVc ihc 
former part 6f the line to Timon. S^££V£NS. 

9 All villains, that do Jand by thee, are pure.] The fame leu- 
timetit is rcf>eated'in King Lear: 

»' Thole wicked creatures yet do look welUfavour*d, 
*» Wheu oihers are moie wicked." STEtvtNS. 

Vol. XVli. M 
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Thy grave-ftonc daily: make thine epitaph. 
That death in mc at others' lives may laugh. 
O thou fweet king4ciller, and dear divorec 

[Looking on the gold. 
Twixt natural fon and fire! "* thou bright defiler 
Of Hymen's pureft bed! thou valiant Marsf 
Thoo ever young, frefb, lov'd, and delicate wooer, 
Whofe blufh doth thaw the confecrated fnovr 
That lies on Dian's lap!^ thou vifiblc god. 
That folder'ft clofc impoffibiliues. 
And mak'ft them kifs! that fpeak'Il with every 

tongue, 
Tb every purpofe! O thou touch of hearts?^ 
Think, thy flave man rebels ; and by. thy virtue 
Set them into confounding odds, that bcafts 
May have the world in empire! 

Apem. 'Would 'twere fo; — 

But not till I am dead! — I'll fay, thou haft gold: 
Thou will be throng'd to fhordy. 

Tm. Throng'd to? 

Apem. . Ay; 



f *Twixt ntiurai fon and Ju /] 

Aii rirov i roKtief. * Anac. JatticsoN. 
' Who/e blujh doth thaw the confecrated /now 

That lies on Dian*s lap i] The imagery is here ex(|'uifitel/ 
beautiful and fublimc. WARBURfoti. 

Dr. Warburtob might have faid — i4ere is a very elcgaftilt tuVa 
^iven to ^ thought more coarfely ixprefTed in King Lear: 

i* yon fimperioe dame^ 

*' Whofe face between her forks prefages fnow.*' 

SXEEViNS. 

* — ~. ihou touch oj hearts /] ^ouch^ for toucijom, So, in 
King Richard III r 

*^ 0, Buckingham, now do I play the touch, 

*'* '£6 try^if thou ttR current gold -:- — ." St^evens. 
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Tim. Thy back, I pr'ythec. 

Apem. Live, and ibvc thy mifcry! 

Tim. Long live fo, arid fo die! — I aim quit. — 
, [i?x?/ Apemantus. 

iibrt things like men?* — Eat, Tiriion, and abhor 
'I thcin. 

Enter Thieves.* 

. i . Thief. Where fhould he have this gold? It i$ 
fome poor fragment, fome flendcr oirt ^f his re* 
inainder: The mere want of gold, and the falling- 
iFrom of his friends, drove him into this melaa-* 
tholy; 

2. Thief, It is nois'd,, he hath ?i mats of tfeafurev 

3 . Thief. Let us make the affay upon him ? if 
he cafe not for't, he vvill fupply us ^a&ly ; if he 
covetoufly referve it, how fhall's get it? 

2. ThieK True • for he bears it riot about him/ 

, . 'lis hid. 
1. Thief. Is not this he? 



. '^ More things likt men t] Thii Unr, in tbc old editioo, is pvetk 
%0 Apemantus, but it. apparently belongs to .Timou.. Sir Thocoa^ 
Uaomer bas tjanfpofcd. ibe, foregoing dialogue*, according to hit 
own mind, not unfkilfully, but with unwariantabU licence. 

. - • ; Johnson. 

J I believe, as the nain« of Apemanius was prefixed- to this line, 
^nfte^d of TimoOf fo the name pf Timon .was prefixed to ^b« pre- 
ceding^Iine by a fimilar .niiftake. That line fe«n)s more proper in 
tiic mauih of Apeiuantus} and tbc ^ords — / am jv>^ feem to mark 
his exii, Malonc. 

Tbe words— / am quit^ in. my opinion^, belong to Timon, who 
meaiss that he is quit or clear, has at ta(i god ri^ of Apeina^tus ;^ 
if; deliver.ed fiom his company. This phrafc is yet current amon^ 
tb^ vulgar. Stkkvens. 
* Jtnttr Thieves.} "fhe ©Id copy reads,— £n/^r /^^ Band^ui. 

SXEfiVEN*, 

Ma 
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Thieves. Where? 

2. Thief. *Tis his dcfqription, 

3. Th^f. He; I know him. 
Thieves. Save thee, Timon. 
Tim. Now, thieves? 
Thieves. Soldiers, not thieves. 
Tim. Both too ; and women's fons. 
Thieves. We arc not thieves, but men that much 

do want. 
Tim. Your greateft want is, you want mluch of 
meat. ^ 



♦ — — you wsnt muck of meat.] Thus both the player and 
poetical editor have given us this paflage; quite /««</• ^/txJ, as honeft 
LauQcelot fays, to our autbor*s meauiug. If thefe poor ^hieve» 
wanted n«ar, what greater want could they be curfed with, as they 
could not live on grafs, and berries, aud water? but I date war- 
rant the poet wrote : 

you muck wnt oj meet. 

i. c. Much of what you ought t$ be; much of the qualities hifiiiing 
you as human creatures. Theobald. 

Such is Mr. Theobald*s emendation, in which he is followed by 
Dr. Watburton. Sir T. Hanmer reads : 

you wsnt muck oJ men. 

They have been all bafy without neceffity. Obferve the feries of 
the converfation. The thieves tell him, that they ate mtn ikat 
muck do want. Here is an ambiguity between muck uani^ and 
want of much, Timon takes, it on the wrong fide, and tells them 
that their guaiejl wani is, that, like other men, thty want much of 
meat; then telling them where meat may be had; he a(ks, Wantf 
why want? Johnson. 

Perhaps we fhould read : 

Tour gftate^ want is, you want muck of me. 
rjije£ting the- two taft. letters of the word. The fenfe will then 
be — your greateft want is that you exped fupplies of mt from 
whom you can reafonably exped nothing. Your nccei&ties are 
ipdeed Ucfpcrate, when you, apply for relief to one in my (ituation. 
Pr. Farmer, however* with no Cmall probability, WDuld point th« 
paifage as follows : 

Tour griatejl want tJ, you want muck. Of meat 
J/Vhy Jhould you want? Bekoidy See. STfi£VEM». 
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Why Ihould yon want? Behold, the earth hath 

roots ;^ 
Within this mile break forth a hundred fprings : 
The oaks bear roaft, the briars fcarlet hips ; 
The bounteous houfewifc, nature, on each bufh 
Lays her full niefs before you. Want ? why want? 
1. Thief. We cannot live on grafs, on berries, 

water, 
As beafls, and birds, and fifhes. 
Tim. Nor on the be.afls tbemfelves, the birds, 

and fifhes? 
You muft eat men. Yet thanks I mufl you con,^' 
That you are thieves profefs'd; that you work not 
In holier fhapes : for there is boundlefs theft 
In limited profeffions. ' Rafcal thieves> 
Here's gold: Go, fuck the fubtle blood of the 

grape, 
Till the high fever feeth your blood to froth. 
And fo 'fcape hanging; truft not the phyfician; 
His antidotes are poifon, and he flays 

» tht earn kafh roofs ; 8:c.] 

•' Vile olus, & duris liaerentia mora rubetis, 
** Pugoantti ftomachi compofuere famem: 
;** Fluminc vicino fluUus filit." 
I do not fuppofe thefe to be iniiutions, but only to 1>e fimilar 
thoughts on Omilar occa(ions. Johnson. 

^ Tet thanks / muji you con,] To con thanks i» a very 

common expreflion among our old dramatick writers. So,in/TAif 
Stoij oj KingDarivSy i565, an interlude: .^ i 

** Yea and well Taid, I con you no thankc.*' 
Again, in fierce Pevniifjfe kis Supplication to the DeviU by Nafti, 
1592 : ** It is well done to pradife my wit; but 1 believe our lord 
viU con thee Utile thanks for it.** Steevens, 

7 In limited profejjions.] Limited^ for legal. Warburton. 
Regular, 'ordeily, profeffions. So, in Machetk: 
*' For 'lis my limited fefvice.*' 
i. e. my appointed fervice, prefcribed by the ncccflary duty an4 
fulti of my office. M^lone. 

. M 3 
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^66 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

More than you rob : take wealth and lives together; 
Do villainy, dp, fince you profefs to do't, * 
like workmen. Til example you with thievery: 
The fun's a thief, and with his great attraflion * 
Robs the vaft fea: the mbon^s an arrant thief. 
And her pale fire fhc fnatchc;s from the fuii : 
The fea's'a thief, whofc liquid furge rcfolves 
The moon into fait tears:' the carth^s a thief. 



• Jince f 6%, prof tt$ to doUy] The old copjhi$^pr$itJ, The 

corredion was made by Mr. Tbcobald. Malomb. 

• f . > • ' .....,< 

• The fid's a thief ^ wkoft liquid furgi re/alves 

Tin moon intoftlt tesrs .'] The inoon it fuppored to be humid, 
and perhaps afource of humidity, but cannot be /{/b/tr/^f by the 
' f urges oi the fea. Yet I think moon is the true reading. Here . 
is a circulation of thievery defcribed: The fun, moon, and fea aU ' 
rob; and arc robbed. JbUnsoN. * ^ 

He fays fimply, that the /««, the moon, and the fes, rob one 
another by turns, but the emrth robs them all: the fea, i. e. liquid 
Jurg't^ by fupplying thie mooit with moifture, robs her in turn' of 
thtfoft'tcBTi of deut which th^ poets always fetch from this planet. 
Soft for fait is an eafy change. In this fenfe Milton fpeaks of her 
moiH continent, ' P'dfdije L'ofi^ Book V. 1; 422^ And, iqi Hamlii^ 
Horatio fays : 

' •* ^ the moiJI flar 

«^ Upon whofe influence J^ifeptune^.s empire flands.** 

• * Stkevens. 

We are not to attend on fuch occa(ion«( merely to philofophical 
truth; wi are to confider what might have been the received 'oH 
vulgar notions of the time. — The populace, in the days of Shak* 
Ipeare, might poffibly ha\'e ronfidered the waining of the moon as 
9 gradual- diifoiution of it, and have attributed to this melting of- 
the moon, the incrcafe of the fea at the time (he dif^ppears. They^ 
might, it is true, be' told, that there is a fimilar increafe in the 
tides when the moon becomes full ; but when popular notions are 
Once eftablifhed, 'the reafbns iirged aj^ainft the^m are but little 
attended to. It may alfo be obfervcd, that the moon; when viewed . 
through a telefcope, has a humid sppe^rance, and fcems to have 
drops of water fufprnded from the rim of it; to which circum* 
fiance Shakfpeare probably alludes \n Mactetk, where Hecate faysT 
' '• M Upon the corner of the moon i ' 

«« lliere hangs a vaporous drop,'* &c, M. MASON. 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. 167 

That feeds and breeds by a compofturc*ftolen 
From general excrement: each thing's a thief; 



Sbakfpeare knew that the moon was the caufe of the tides, [Set 
The tempejl^ Vol. IV. p. i58,] and in that refped the liquin 
furge, that is, the waves of the fea, rifing one upon another, i\> 
the progrefs of the tide, may be fiiid to rejolve thi moon into JaU 
tears i the moon, as the poet choofes to (tate the matter, lofing 
fome part of her humidity, and the accretion to the Tea, in coa^ 
fequence of her tears, being the caufe of the liquid Jurgi, Add to 
ibis the popular notion, yet prevailing, of the moon*s infli^nce 
on the weather: which, together with what has been already ftated, 
probably induced our author here and in other places to allude to 
the watry quality of that planet. In Eomeo and Juiiit^ he fpeaks 
of her ** watry beams/* 
Again, in A Mid/ummcr Nighfs Dream : 

' *« QuenchM in the chafie beams of the tf«/r^ moon** 
Again, more appofitely in King Richard 111: 

•' That, 1, being govern d by the vtatry moon^ 

*' May bring forth plenteous tears^ to drown the world.** 
Salt is fo often applied by Shak(jpeare to tears^ that there cam 
be no doubt that the original^reading is the true one : nor had the 
poet, as K€onceive,^«t&, at all in his thoughts. So^ in All's well 

that ends well: ** your y<f// <<ari* head-— .** Again, in 7'f0t7uf 

and Crejjida:. 

*» Diftafted with the fait of broken tears:' 
Agaii^^ \n, King Richard III: 

»' Thofe eyes of thine from mine have dnvrn/aU teurs,** 
Again, more appoGtely, in King Henry VI, Part II : 

♦' — — to drain 

•* Upon his face an ocean of fait teetri.** 
Mr^ Toilet idly conjedures, [for conjedare is always idle where 
there is little difBculty,) that we (bould read — The «uiir, i. e. the 
main land or continent. So,. in King'' Henry I V, Fart II. AQ. HI. 
fc. i : *' Th^ continent melt itfclf into the fea.** An obfervation 
made b,y this gentleman in Love*s Labour's LoJl^VoX, VII. p. sgS, had he 
TecoUc^e^ it, might have prevented him from attempting to diflurb 
the text her^ t ** No alteration (hpuld be made in thefe lines that 
deflroys ^he artificial Aru^lure of them.** — In the firft line the fun 
is the thief; in the fecond he is himfelf plundered by that thief, the 
moon. The moon is fubjedcd to the fame fate, and, from being 
a plunderer, is herfclf robbed of ijroifture (line 4ih and 5,tli) by the 
fea. Malone. 
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The laws, yourcnrb and whip. ^ in their rongh power 
Have uncheck'd theft. Love not yourfclves; away ; 



I cannot fay for a certainty whether AHmmszgr or this plaj was 
fir ft wriueo, as Thun made its carlicft appearance in the folio^ 
i6f 3. Between Album^tar and tkt AUkymiJi there has been like* 
wife a conteft for the right of eldcrfliip. The original of Alhim 
maiar was an Italian comedy called Lo Ajlrolog^t Written by Battifta 
Pons, the famous phyfiognoroift of Naples, and printed at Venice 
in 1606. The tranflator is faid to have been a Mr. Tomkis, of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. The Ahkytkijt was brought on In 
1610, which is four years before Alhumszar was performed for the 
entertainment of King James ; and Ben Jonfon in his titlc-pagjs 
boldly claims the merit of having introduced a new fubjed and new 
chaiaders on the ftige: 

»' — peUre inde coronnm 
•• Uhdt prim nuUi velafint temp$r» mii/ir." 
The ji\nv'o( Alhumazar was not entered on the books of the Sta- 
tioners' Company till April s8, i6i5. In Albumszar, however, 
iuch examples of thievery likewife occur: 

*» The world's a theatre of theft: Great rivers 

*^ Rob fmaller brooks; and them the ocean. 

*' And in this world pf ours, this microcofm, 

•* Guts from the ftomach fteal ; and w%at tbey fpare 

»» The mefcraicks filch, and lay't iHhe liver; 

*' Where (left it (hould be found) turnM to red nedar^ 

** *ris by a thoufand thievifh veins couvey'd, 

*» And hid in fleQi, nerves, bones, mufcles, and finews, 

**• In tendons, (kin, and hair; fo that the property 

" Thus alter d, the theft can never be difcover*d. 

«* Now all thefe pilfcries, couch'd, and composed in order, 

*^ Frame thee and me : Man*s a quick mafs of thievery.** 

Stbevsns. 
?iillenham, in bis Arte of EngHJh Poefie^ i58g, quotes fome one; 
• of a ^* realonable good facilitie in tranflation, who findinjr cirtaint 
of Anacrcon's Odes very .well tranflated by Roufard the French 
poet — comes our minion, and trauOaces the fame out of French 
into Engli(h:'* and his ftridures upon him evince the publica* 
tion. Now this identical ode is to be met with in Ronfard ; and 
a» his works are in few hands, 1 will take the liberty of tran« 
fcribing it: 

•• La terre les eaux va boivant ; 
^' L'arbrc la boil par fa racing ^ 
V La mer falee boit le vent, 
•* Et le folcil boit la marine. 
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TIM ON OF ATHENS. 165 

Rob one another. There's more gold: Cut throats ; 
All that you meet are thieves: To Athens, go, 
Break open fliops ; nothing can you fteal,^ 
But thieves do lofe it :' Steal not lefs,^ for this 
1 give you; and gold confound you howfoever ! 
Amen. [Timon retires to his cave. 

3. Thief. He has almoft charm'd me from my 
profeffion, by perfuading me to it. 

1. Thief. 'Tis in the malice of mankind, that 
he thus advifes us; not to have us thrive in our 
myftery. ^ 

2. Thief. Til believe him as an eiicmy, and give 
over my trade. . 



f( Le foleil eft beu delalune, , 
^* Tout boit foit en haut ou en bay: 
** Suivant ceftc reigle commune, , 
«^ Pourquoy doi^c ne boiroos-nous pas ?** 

Edit. fol. p. 5o7i 

Farmbr. 

The name of the wretched pbgianft fiigmatized by Pnttenham, 

wasJFoAn Soutketn^ as appears from the only copy of bis Poems that 

has liitherio been difcovercd. He is mentioned by Drayton in ono 

pf bis Odes. See alfo the European Magazine^ for June 1788. 

SteevenS. 
* hy a compofture — ] i, e. compofition, compoft. 

STEEVEN5. 

^ The laws, your curb and xtkipy] So, in Meafure for Meafure : 
*» moft biting laws, 

/« The needful H/j and curbs for headftrong fteeds.-* 

Malone. 
*• — ;- nothing can you Jleal,] To complete the meafure I would 
jead : ' 

, where nothing can youjleal,-^ Ste evens. 

' Steal nat /(/>,] J^ot, which was accidentally omitted ia 

the old copy, was infcrted by Mr. Rowe. MALpNE. 

* *Tis in the malice of mankind, that he thus advifes usf not to harff 
^s thrive in our myjery.] The reafon of his advice, fayi the thief, 
is maltce to mankind ^ not any kindncfs to us, or defire to have us 
thrive in our myjlery. JOHNSpN. 
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170 T I M O N O F A T HE N S. 

|. Tr^iEF. Let us firftCcc peace in Athens: There 
is no time fo miferable, but a man may be true. ^ 

[ Exeunt Thieves. 

Enter Flavius. 

Flav. O you gods ! 
Is yon clefpis'dand ruinous man my lord ? 
Full of decay and failing? O monument 
And wonder of good deeds evilly beftow^d ! 
What an alteration of honour has 
Defperate want made ! ' 

What viler thing upon the earth, than friends, 
Who can bring nobleft minds to bafeft ends ! 
How rarely ^ does it meet with this time's guife. 
When man was wifh'd to love his enemies :® 

^ Lft us fir Jl fie peace in Athens: There is to time fo miferalle^ hut 
m man may he iruf, ] [D. Warbartoa dividei this line between the 
two thieves. ] This and the concluding little fpeech have in all the 
editions been placed to onefpe^ker: But, it is evident, the latter 
words ought to be put in the mouth of th t fee ond chief, who is 
repenting, and leaving off* his trade. Warburton. 

The fecoud thief • has juft faid, he'll give over his trade. It is 
tipie enough for that, fays the (irft thief: let ut wait till Athens it 
at peace. There is no hour of a man^i life fo wretched, but he 
always has it in his power to become a true, i. e. an honeft roan. 
I have explained this eafy palTage^ becatife it has, I think, beca 
mifunderftood. 

Our author has made Mrs. QatcUy utter nearly the fame exhor- 
tation to the dying FajftaflF. «« Now i bid him not think of 

God: there WMs time enough iox t\k2^% ytx,,** Maloni. 

'7 What an alteration of honour has 

Defperati want made ! ] An aitfration of honour, is an altera* 
tion of an honourable Jlate to a date of difgrace. Johnson. 

'< How rarely does it meet -—^ ] Rarely for fitly ; not for feldom. 

WARBORtOf^. ■ 

How curiottlly ; how happily, Malone. 

• Whin man was V9i(h'd to love his enemies t] We (hould.read 
wilVd, He forgets his Pagan fyftem here again. Warburton. 

Wtflid is right. It means recommended. Sec VpL YI. p.. SJ88, 
B, 4; and Vol. iX. p.. sSy, n. 8. Reed. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. 171 

Gr^pt, I may ever love, arid rather woo 

Thbfe that\yould mifchief me, than thofe that do;* 

He has caught me in his eye : I will prefent 

My honeft^rief unto him ; and, as my Ibrd, 

Stili ferve him with my life. — My dearcft mailer ! 

TiMON comes forward from his cave. 

Tim. Away! what art thou ? 

Flav. Have youforgpt me, fir? 

T^M. Why doft alk that ? I have forgot all men ; 

Then, if thou grapt'il thouVt man,^ 1 have forgot 
"^ thee. 

Fj.AV. An honed poor fcrvant of yours. ' 

Tim TlitTi 

I know thee not: I ne'er had honeft man 
About me, I ; all that ^ I kept were knaves,^ 
To ierve in meat to villains. 

FLAy. The gods are witnefs, 

Ne'er did poor fteward wear a t^uer grief 
For his undone lord, than mine eyes for you, 



• Grani^ I may iver lovf, an (f rather v/oo 

Thofe that would mifchief me^ than thofe that do! ] It is pltio, 
tbatin this whole fpccch friends »nd-fBfmt« arc taken only for thof^ 
•who profefs friendfhtp and profeft enmity ; for the friend is fuppofed 
not to be more kind, but more dangerous than the enemy. The 
fenfi; is. Lei me rather woe or carefs thofe that would mifchief^ that 
profefs to mean me mifchief, than thofe that rcall/ do mt mifchief^ 
under fatfe profejjions of kindnefs^ The Spaniards, I think, have 
this proverb: Defend mtjrom my friends , and from my enemies I will 
difend mjfelf. This proverb is a fuSicieot comment on the palTage. 

Johnson. 

' thou^rt many ] Old copv— MottV/ a man. Steevens. 

* that — 3 I bavc fupplied this pronoun, for the metre*t 

£ake> Steevens. ' 

* knaves^ ] Knave is here in th« compoond fenfe of ayVr- 

va«/^^nd a tafcaU Johnson.^ 
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172 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Tim. What, doft thon weep ? — Come nearer ;— • 
then I love thee, 
Becaufe thon art a woman, and difclaim'ft 
Flinty mankind ; whofc eyes do never give. 
But thorongh luft, and laughter^ Pity's fleeping:* 
Strange times, that weep with laughing, not with 
weeping ! 

Flav.' 1 beg of you to knowme, good ray lord. 
To accept ray grief, and,whil ft this poor wealth lafts. 
To entertain me as your fteward ftill. 

TiM. Had I a fteward fo true, fo juft, and now 
So comfortable ? It almoft turns 
My dangerous nature wild. ^ Let me behold 

^* ^. — Ptty''s Jl^'Ping:] 1 do oot knovT that any corredion U 
neceflary, but I think we might read : 
— — . tyts do never give^ 

But thorough luJI snd lau/rkter^ phy fleeping: . 

Eyes never Jlow fio give is to diffblve, as faline l^odies in inoift wea« 
ther, ) huthy lufi or laughter^ undifturb*d hy emotions of pity, Johnson. 
■ Fitis Jlseping : ] So, in Daniers fccond Sonnet, 1594: 
*' Waken her Jlerping pity with your crying.'* Malonb. 
* — ^— — // sJmitft turvs 

My dangerous nature wild. ] i. e. It almoft turns my dangerous 
nature to a dangerous nature; for, by dangerous nature is meant 
wildnefst Shakfpeare wrote ; 

ft almo/l turns my dangerous nature mild. 
s. e. It almoft reconciles me again to mankind. For fear of that, 
he puts in a caution immediately after, that he tnaket an exceptioa 
but for one man. To which the Oxford editor fays, reSe, 

Warbdrtom. 

This emendation is fpecious, but even this may be controverted. 

To turn toild is to di/lraS. An appearance fo unexpeded, fays 

Timon, almoji turns my J<ivagenejs to diftradion. Accordingly he 

examines with nicety left his pltren^y (hould deceive him: 1 

♦* — — — Let me behold 

*« Thy face. — Surely, this man was born of woman. — **. 
And to this fufpeded diforder of miod he alludes : 

** PerpetuaU/tf^rr gods !** 
Ye powers wbofe iotelleds are out of the reach of perturbation. 

' Johnson. 

He who is fo much difturbed as to have no command over his 

f dioQS, and to be dangerous to all around him, is already diftraded. 
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TIM O N OF ATHENS. 175 

Thy face. — Surely, this man was born of woman.' — • 
Forgive my general and exceptlefs raduiefs, 
Perpetnal-fober ^ gods! I do proclaim 
One honeft man, — millake me not, — but one ; 
No more, I pray, — and he is a fleward. — 
How fain would I have hated all mankind, 
'And thou redeem'fl tbyfelf : But all, fave thee, 
I fell with curfes. 

Methinks, thou art more honeft now, than wife ; 
For, byoppreffing and betraying ijae, I 

Thou might'ft have fooner got another f^rvicc : 
For many fo arrive at fecond mafters, 
Upon their firft lord's neck. But tell me true, 
(For I muft ever doubt, though ne'er fo fure,) 
Is not thy kindnefs fubile, covetous," 
Ifnotaufuring' kindnefs; andas rich men deal gifts, 

and therefore it would be idle to talk of turning fuch ** a dansreroui 
natare vrild :** it is wild already. Beiides ; the bafeqefs aod iagra* 
titude of, the world might very properly be meuiioued a» drivia|( 
Ximon into freozy: [So in .Antoni and Cl^pAlra : 
*^ The ingratitude of this 5eUucus does 
*' Even make me wild.'*) 
but furely'tbe kindotfs aod fidelity of his fteward was more likely 
to foften and compofe him; that is, to render his dangerous oatur* 
Viild, i therefore flrongly incline to Dr.^ Warburtou's emendation. 

Malons* 
• Ttrpetual'Johtr — ] Old copy, unmetrically, 

Yo\x perpetual 8cc. Steevens. 
7 If not a u/uring — ] // not feems to have flipt in here, by an 
error of the prcfs, from the preceding line. Both the fenfe and 
metre would be better without it. Tyrwhitt. 

I do not fee any need of change. Timon afks — Hasmt thy 
kindnefs fome covert dejign ? Is it not propofed with a view to gain 
Jomt equivalent in return^ Or rather to gain a great deal more tka% 
thou ojferejl? Is it not at lea ff the offspring of avarice, if not of fome* 
thing worfe^ of ufury f In this there appears to me no difficulty. 

Malonb. 

My opinion moft perfedly coincides with that of Mr. Tyrwhitt, 

The fenfe of the Hoe, with orwithout thecooteiled words, is nearly 

the fame i yet, by the omiffion of ihem| the metre would becomf 

fii£cieiitly regular. St££V£M$. 
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ExpcStng in return twenty for one ? 

Flav. No, my moft worthy mailer, in whole 

breaft 
Poubt Jind fufpcft, alats, are placed too late : 
You fliouid have fearM falfc ticttes, when you did 

feaft : 
Sufpc6l ftill comes Where an eftate is leaft. 
That which I fhow, heaven knowi, is ih^ely love^ 
Duty atid zeal to your unmatched mind. 
Care of your food and living : arid believe it, 
My moft honour'd lord, 
For any benefit that points to irie, 
Either iii hope, or prefent, Yd exchange 
' For this one wifli. That you had power and wealtli 
To requite me, by making rich yourfelf. 

TiNi. Look thee, 'tis fo ! — Thou fingly hoheft 

man. 
Here, take:— the gods out of my mifery 
Have fent thee treafure. Go, live rich, and happy: 
But thus conditiori'd; Thou fllalt build from mcn;^ 
tlateall, cujrfe all : Ihow charity to hone; 
But let the famifti'd flelh^flide from the bone. 
Ere thou relieve the beggar : give fo dOgs 
What thoudeny'ftto men ; let prions fwallow the A; 
Debts wither them: * Be men like blafted woods. 
And may difeatej^ lick up their falfc bloods ! 
And fo, farewell, and thtivc. ' 

Flav. O, let me ftay. 

And comfort you, my maften 

... ■ . »>.... 

7 -^ — from men i ] Away fropn human habitations. Johnsom» 

' Debts wither thevn: \ Old copy — 

, Debts wither them to noihiog : * 

I have omitted the reduudant words,, nqt only for the fake of metre, 
bjut bccaufe thfy are woithleOt. Our author has the fame {^hraCe iW 
Anton) and Cleopatra i . ..... 

*^ Age cannot wither her,—/' Stzevens.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIM ON OF ATHENS. i?5 

Tim. Ifthouhat'ft 

CurCeSr ftay not ; fly, whilftthou'rt blefs'd and free: 
Ne'er fee thou man, andietme ne'er fee thee. 

[ Exeunt Jcvcr ally. 



ACT V. SCENE I. 

The Jamc. Before Timon's Cavei 

' Ei}ter Foct and Painter;^ Timon behind, unfetn. 

Patn. As I took note of the place, it cannot be 
far where hie abides. 

» Enter Poet and Painter; | The Poet aud ibe Painter were 
xwithin view when Apeoiaatus parted Ixoxn Timon, and might theu 
have feen Timou, fince ApeoraniuSt Aaudihg by bim could fee 
theoi : Bu-t the fceiies of the tbictves and Aeward have pafifed before 
their arrival, aod yetpafTcd, as thedrama isnow conduded, wiibia 
their view. It might be fufpeded, that fome fctnes ate traofpbfed, 
for all thefe difficulties would be Tein9ved by^ introducing fhe Poet 
aod Paiuter firft, and the thieves. in this place. Yet I am afraid the 
fcenes muft keep their prefetit order,' for the Fainter alludes to the 
thieves when he fays, he likem/g enriched foorjlrogglin^ Joldiers ttiijk 
peat quantity* Thii impropriety is novy heightened by placing the 
thieves in one ad, aod the Poet and Painter in aijoiher : but it muft 
be remembered, that in the original edition this play is cot divided 
into feparate ads, fo that the prefeht diiiribution is'a'rbittary, and 
may b'e changed if any convenience can be gained, or impiopriety 
obviated by altcratibu. Johnson. 

In the immediately pi^eceding fcene. Flavins, Timon*|. deward, 
has a conference with his mailer, and icccives gold* fiom hini. 
Between this dod the prefent fceiie, a fingle minute cannot be fup* 
^ofed to pafs ; and y^t the Paiiiter tells hii c6mpanion; -t-'^u /aid 
he gain his (Inward a mighty Jum, — Where was it faid? Why in 
Athens, whence, it muft therefore feem, they ar^ but nevvly come. 
Here then ih'ould be. fixed ih^ comijicncemeni of the fifth Ad, in 
#rder i^ all?pw lime for Flavius to rciuru tp ihc city, aud for lumour 
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176 TIMON OF ATHENS. 

Poet. What's to be thought of him? Docs the 
rumour hold for true, that he is fo full of gold? 



ta publifli his adventure with Timon. But hqw are we in this cafe 
to account for Apetnantui's announcing tbc approach of the Poet 
and Painter iu the laft fcene of the preceding ad, and before the 
thieves appear ? It is poffible, that when this pUy was abridged for 
reprefentaiion, all between this paffage, and the tniraoce of the 
Poet and Painter, may have been omitied by the players, and tbcfe 
urords put into the mouth of Apemantus to intibduce them; ' and 
that when it was publilhed at large, the interpolation was unno- 
ticed. Or, if we allow the Poet and ibe Painter to fee Apemantus, 
it 'may be conjedured that they did not think his prefcnce neccflary 
at their interview with Timon, aud had therefore returned back 
into the city. Rit&on. 

I am afraid, many of the difficulties which the cormnnentators on 
OUT author have employed their abilities to remove, arife from the 
negligence of Shakfpeare hitnfelf, who appears to have been lefs 
attentive to the connexion of his fcencs, tlian a lefs hafly writer may 
be fuppofed to have been. On the prcfent occafion 1 have changed 
the beginning of the ad, as I conceive fome impropriety ;s ob« 
viated by the alteration. It is but juflice to obferve, that the fame 
regulation has already been adopted by Mr. Capell. Reed. 

I perceive no difficulty. It is eafy to fuppofe that the Poet and 
Painter, after having been, feen at a d^Aauce by Apemantus, have 
wandered about the woods fepaiately in fearch of Timon*s habita- 
tion. The Painter might have heard of Timon's having given 
gold to Alcibiades, &c. before the Poet joined him; for it does 
not appear that they fet out from Athens together; and his intelli- 
gence concerning the thieves and . the Stewrd might have been 
gain*d in his rambles: Or, having fearched for Timou's habiuiion 
in vain, they t might, after having been defciied by Apemantus, 
have returned again to Athens^ and the Painter alone have heaid 
the particulars of Timon's bounty. — But Shakfpeare was not very 
attentive to thefe minute particulars ; and if ke ^nd the audinCt 
knew of the fcveral perfons who had partaken of Timon's wealth, 
be would not fcruple to impart this knowledge to pertons who per- 
haps had not yet an opportunity of acquiring it. See Vol. XV. 
p. i58. n. 6. 

The news of the Steward's having been enriched by Timon, 
though that event happened only in the end of the preceding I'cene 
has, we here find, reached the Painter; and therefore heic un- 
doubtedly the fifth Ad ought to begin, that a proper inteival may 
be fuppofed to have clapfcd between this and the laft. 

MALONi. 
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Pain. Certain: Alcibiades reports it; Phrynia 
and Tymandra had gold of him : he likcwife en* 
lich'dpoor draggling foldiers with great quantity: 
'Tis faid, he gave unto bis ftcward a mighty lum. 

Poet. Then this breaking of his has been but a 
try for his friends. ' 

Pain. Nothing elfe: you (hall fee him a palm 
in Athens again, and flourilh * with the higheft. 
Therefore, 'tis not amifs, we tender our loves to 
him, in this fuppofed diftrefs of his: it will fliow 
honeftly in us; and is very likely to load our pur- 
pofcs with what they travel for, if it be a juft and 
true report that goes of his having. 

Poet. What have you now to prefentuntohira? 

Pain. Nothing at tbis time but my vifitation: 
only I will promjfe him an excellent piece. 

Poet. 1 mufl ferve him fo too : tell him of aii 
intent that's coming toward him. 

Pain. Good as the beft. Promifing is the very 
air o' the time: it opens the eyes of expeftaiion : 
performance is ever the duller for his afl; and, but 
in the plainer and Ampler kind 6f people, the de«d 
of faying is quite out of ufe. ^ Jo pr(»mife is moll 
courtly and faihionable: performance is a kind of 

* a palin — 4nd floUriOi ^c ] Thii dluCon is ffcriptiiral, 

and occurs in F/alm xcii. xl: «^The righteous ihall/ottr//% like a 
/•/m*trec; ** Steevens. 

' iht deed of faying is quiie out ef uje. ] The doing of that 

wkieh vfe ItuvetdXd we would do^ the accomplUhment and per f 01 man ct of 
curfromife^ w, except amoitg the lower clajfes oj ihankind^ quite Qut bj 
ufe. So, in King Lear: 

" r-^-^ In my true heart 

. *' I find {he names my very deed of love, ** 
Ajain, more appofitely, in Hamlet: 

^^ As he, in his pecUliar ad and force, 
*' May give \x\i faying deed, " 

Vol. XVn. N 
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will, or tcfiament, which argues a great ficknefs in 
his judgement that makes it. 

Tim. Excellent workman! Thou canll not paint 
a man fo bad as is thy f elf. 

Poet. I am thinking, what I (hall fay I have pro- 
vided for him: It muft be a perfonatiog of him** 
fclf :^ a fatire againft the foftnefs of profperity: 
with a difcovery of the infinite flatteries, that follow 
youth and opulency. 

Tim. Muft thouvueeds ftand for a villain in thine 
own work? Wilt, thou whip thine own faults in 
other men ? Do fo , I have gold for thee* 

Poet. Nay, let's feck him: 
Then do we fin againft our own eflate, 
When we may profit meet, and come too late. 

Pain. True ; 
When the day ferves,^ before black-corner'dnight,* 
Find what thou want'ft by free and oflFer'd light. 
Come. 



Mr. Pope rejeded the words — offiyt^g^ ^^^ ^^c four foUowiD| 
editors adopted his licentious regulatioo. Maloni. 

I claim the merit of having reftorcd the eld rcadiag. StiBVEHS. 

^ // mujl be a ptrfonatiug of kim/tlf; ] Pttfonating^ for repre* 
fenting Haiply. F6r the fubjeO of tltis projected fatitt -Was TttnoD*ft 
€ajg^ not his per/on, Warburton. 

^ Wkfn the day ferves, 8cc. ] Theobald with fome probability 
afligns thofc: two lioes to the Poet. Malonf. , 

^ •— — bejsre black-corner'd nighi^ ] An anooymoas corrcfpoo* 
dent fcnt me this obrervaiion : ** As the (hadow of the earth's 
body, whi<;h is round, muft be ncceffarily conical ovct th* htmif- 
plure which is oppofite to the fun, fhould wt not read hUct^ 
eonfd? Sec Pan^dije Loji^ Book IV. '* 

To this obfcrvaiion I might add a fentence from Philemon 
Holland's tranflairon of I'liny's Natural Hijoty, B. 11: '» Neither 
is the night any thing ^Ifc but ibe fhade of the earth. Now the 
figure of this (hadow refembleth ft pyramis pointed /orward, or si 
top turned upfide do\«n.** 
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Tim. ril meet you at tlie turn. What a god's 
gold, 
That he is worfliipp'd in a bafer temple, 
Than where fwine feed t 
*Tis thou that rigg'ft the bark, and plough^ft the 

foam ; 
Settled admired reverence in a flave : 
To thee be worfhip! and thy faints for aye 
Be crown'd with plagues, that thee alone obey! 
^Fit I do meet them. * [Advancing. 

Poet. Hail, worthy Timon I 

Pain. Our late noble mafter. 

Tim. Have I once liv'd to fee two honeft men ? 

Poet. Sin 
Having often of yout open bounty tafled, 
Hearing you were retirM, your friends faU'n olF, 
Whpfe thanklefs natures — O abhorred fpi^rits ! 
Not. all the whips of heaven are large enough — ^ 
What! to you! 

Whofe ftar-like noblenefs gave life and influence 
To their whole being ! Tm lapt, and cannot cover 
The monftrous bulk of this ingratitude 
s With any fiie of words. 

, Tim. Let it go naked, men may fee't the better: 
Yon, that are honeft, by being what you are, 
Make them beft fcen, and known. 
^ Pain* He, Qnd royfelf, 



t believe, tteVetthckfs, that ShaHpcaTe, by this exprcfiTion, nieaat 
only, Night which is as obfcure- as a dark corner, in Meafure jot 
Mtafure^i Lucio calls tlit Duke, »*a duke of dark corners," Mr. M, 
^tafon propofes to read, ** black-crdsmV night i " another corufpoo* 
dent, ** hldck' covered night. " Stekvens. 

^ *Fii /do meft them. ] For Ahe fake of harmony in tbis ^lemifticb, 
\ have, fupplied the auxiliary ycrb. Stxcv£ns. 

N 3 ' 
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Have travcird in the great (hower of your gifts. 
And fwcctly fcU it. 

Tim. Ay, you are honeft men.' 

Pain. Wc are hither come to offer you our 

> fervice. 
Tim. Mod honeft jnen! Why, how fhall I re- 
quite you ? 
Can you eat roots, and drink cold water ? no. 
Both. What we can do, we'll do, to do you 

fervice. 
Tim. You are honeft men : Yon have heard that 
1 have gold ; 
I am fure, you have : fpeak truth : you are honeft 
men. 
Pain. So it is faid, my noble lord: but therefore 
Came not my friend, nor I. 

Tim. Good honeft men : — Thou draw'ft a coun- 
terfeit^ : 
Beft in all Athens : thou art, indeed, the beft ; 
Thou couiiterfcit'ft moft lively. 

Pain. So, fo, my lord* 

Tim. Even fo, fir, as I fay : — And, for thy fidion, 

[ To the Poet. 
Why, thy verfe fwells with fluff fo fine and fmooth, 
That thou art even natural in thine art. — . 
But, for all this, my boncft-naturM friends, 
1 mufl needs fay, you have a little fault: 
Marry, 'tis not monfltous in you ; neither wifti I, 
You take much pains to mend. 



^ a counterfeit — ] It has beea already obrerved, that a 

fortrait was fo called ia our author's time: 

•* What find I here? 

♦» Fair Portia*! counttrfcit i*\ Utrckant of Vmce, ^ 

\ * . ■ STEiysiin 
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Both. Befcech your honour, 

•To make it known to us. 

Tim. > You'll take it ill. 

Both. Moft thankfully, my lord. 

Tim. Will you, indeed ? 

Both. Doubt it not, worthy lord. 

liM. There's ne'er a one of you but trufts a 
knave. 
That mightily deceives you. 

Both. Do we, my lord? 

Tim. Ay, and you hear him cog, fee him dif- 
fcmble. 
Know his grofs patchery, love him, feed him. 
Keep in your bofom: yet remain affur'd, 
That he's a made-up villain.^ 

Pain. I know none fuch, my lord. 

Poet. Nor I. ' 

Tim. Look you, I love you well ; I'll give you 
gold. 
Rid me thefe villains from your companies: 
Hang them, or ftab them, drown them in a draught,* 



^ a tnade-wp villain,'] That is, a vUlain that adopts qua* 

titles and cfaaraders not property belonging to him ; a hypocrite. 

Johnson. 

A nadt'Up villain, may mean a compleit^ ^ finijhed villain. 

M. Mason. 

• Nor /. ] As it may be fu^pofed ( perhaps I am repeating a 
remark already made on a fimilar occafion ) that our author de- 
figned his' Poet's addrefs to be not Iffs rcfpcdful than that of his 
Painter, he might originally have finiflied this defective vcrfe, by 
writing : 

Nor /, my lord. Steevens. 

» in -a draught, ] That is, in the jales, Johnson. 

So. in Holihjhed, Vol. 11. p. ySS: '» lie was then (ittihg 

on a draught. " Stbivbns. 

N 3 
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Confotind them by fomcscourfe, and come to me, 

ril give you gold enough. 

Both. Name them, my lord, let's know them, 
Tim. You'that way, and you this, btlt two ia 
company : — • * 



* Hi two i» company:'] This is an impeiieft (entCDCC, 

and Is to be fupplied thus. But two in c^mpsnji fpoiU all. 

Warbuhton. 

This pafiage Is obfcure. I tbini; the meaning is this: hut two 
Ik ctmpanj^ that is, ftand apart, Itt only two be togttker y for cvea 
when each ftands fiugk there are two, he bimfelf a^d a villain. 

JOHNSOM. 

This paffage may feceive fome illuftration from another in tki 
Two Gentlemen of Verono: *' My mafter is a kind of koavc ; bnt 
that's all one, if he be but one knove. ** The fenfe is, each mn^tk 
is a douhle villain^ i. c. a villain with tnore than a fingle {bare oC 
guilt. See Dr. Farmer*s note On the third Aft of The Two Gen-- 
ilemen of Verona, kc. Again, in Fromoi and Cajfandra^ 1578: •*Go, 
and a knave wiik thee. *' Again, la The Storye oj King DariuSy l565^ 
an interlude: 

*» , if you needs will go away, 

*^ Take two knaves %vith you by my faye. ** 
There is a thought not unlike this in The Scotnful Lady of Beaif 
mont and Fleteher r — «♦ Take to your chamber when yoti pleafe, 
there goes a black one with you, lady. *'^ Steevens. 
* There are not two words more frequently miftaken for each other, 
in the printing of thefe plays, than hut and not, I have no doubt 
but that miftake obtains in this pa^age^ and that we (houldici^ 
it thus : 

\, not two IS company : 
Mach man aparty^^ — . M. Mason. 

To% that waft ^nd you tkis^ hut two in company s — 

Eatk man ap^rt^ all Jngjle^ and aUnCy 

Tet an arck^villain keeps Aim company. ] The firll of thefe \iH<%^ 
has been rendered obfcure by falfe pointing; that is, by conncding 
the words, *^ but two in company, " with the fubfcquent lioe, ia« 
flead of connefting them with the preceding hemiftick. ^The fe- 
cond and third line are put in appoiition with the fitft line, and 
ate merely an illuftration of the aQertion contained in it. Do you. 
(fays Timon] go that way, and you this, and yet ftill each of yovi 
will have two in your company: each of you, though fingle and 
alone, will be accompanied by au arch-villaii^. Each man, being 



Digitized by 



Google 



TIM ON OF ATHENS. i85 

Each man apart, allHfinglfi and alone, 
Yet an arch-villain keeps him company. 
If, where thou art, t\yo villains ftiall not be, 

[ To the Painter. 
Come not near hirat — If thou would'ft not refidc 

,[ To the Poet. 
Bnt where one viUaip is, then him abandon. — - 
Hence ! pack ! there's gold, ye came for gold, ye 

flaves : 
yon have done work foi* me, ihcrc^s payment: * 

Hence ! 
You a^c an alchymift, make gold of that : — 
Out, rafcal dogs ! 

[ Exit, heating (md driving them ouL 



liimfelf a villaio, will fake a villain along tvith him^ and fo each of 
you will have iwo in company. It is a mere quibble founded on ths 
word company, Sre i^c former fpcech, in which Timon exborU 
iach of them to »*h3ng or ftab the villain in his company^ " i. e. 
ftimfelf. The pafifage quoted by Mr. Steevens from Promos and 
Cajfandra,^ puts the meaoing beyond a doubt. Malone. 

* Tou have done vfOfk kc, ] For the infertion of the word done, 
which, It is maoifeft, was omitted by the negligence of the com- 
.pofttor, I am anfwerablc* Timon in this line addrefies the Painter, 
whom he before called •* exccUcn^ workman s in the next the Poet. 

MAL0K£. 

I Jbad rather read : 

Tou*ve worked Jor me^ iUrt Js your paymemi i JSe9C$! 
L Steevens. 



N 4 
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SCENE IL' 

The fame. 

Enter Flavius, and two Senators. 

Flay. It is in vain that you would fpeak witk 
Timon ; 
For he is fct fo only to himfelf. 
That nothing, , but himfelf, which looks like njian, 
Is friendly Avith him. 

1. Sen. Bring ns,to his cave: 

It is our part, and promife to the Athenians, , 
To fpeak with Timon. 

2. Sen. At all times alike 
^len are not dill the fame: 'Pwas time, and gricfi^. 
That fram'd him thus: time, with his fairer hand, 
Oi+ering; the fortunes of his former days, 

The former man may make him ; Bring us to him. 
And chance it as it may. 

Flav. Here is his cave. — 

Peace and content be here I Lord Timon! Timon! 
Look out, and fpeak to friends: The Athenians, 
By two of their mod reverend fenate, greet thee; 
Speak to them, nobie Timon. 

Enter Timon. 

Tim. Thon fun, that comfort'ft, burn! ^— Speak, 
and be hang'd: 

' Thou* fun. Hat comforVft^ burn!] «* Thine eyes," fayt King 
^ej>r to Rcgaa» *» do comfort, and not burn." 
A fimilar wifh occurs in Antony and Cleopatra : 
" O, fun, 
!* B^rn the great fpherc thpu ciov'ft in!" St^eVSMS. 
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For each true word, a bliftcr! and each falfc 
Be as a cauf rizing ^ to the root d' the tongue, 
Confuming it with fpeakiqg! 

1. Sen. Worth 5j Tiraon,-^ 

Tim. Ofnonebut fuchasyou, ^nd youof fimon. 

^. Sen. The lenators of Athens greet thee, Timon. 

Tim. I thank them; and would fend them back 
the plague, 
Could I but catch it for them. 

1. Sin.' • O, forget 
What we are forry for ourfelvcs in thee. 
The lenators. with one confent of love, ^ 
Entreat thee back to Athens; who have thought 
On fpecial dignities, which vacant lie 

tor thy bed ule and wearing. 

2. Sen. They confefs. 
Toward thee, forgetfulnefs too general, grofs: 
Which now thfe publick body,^ — which doth (eldom 



* cautVizing— ] The old copy reads — cantkerizing; 

the poet might have written, cancerhg, Steevbns. 

To caultrixe was a word of our author*s time ; being found in 
Bullokar's Engfijh Expofiior^ oSavo, i6i6, where it if explained, 
** To burn to a fore. " It is the word of the^ old copy, with the 
u changed to an n, which has happened in almoft every one of 
tbefe plays. Malone. 

• — , — toiih one confent oj love^ ] With one united voice of 
affe^on. So, in Sternhold*s tranllation of the looth Pfalm : 

*» ,With one confent let all the earth." 

AU our old writers fpell the word improperly, confent, without 
regard to its etymology, concentus. See Vol. Xlflt p. 2ii, n. 2; 
and p. 3i9, n. 7. " Malone. 

This fenfe of the word confent, Or concent, was originally pointed 
out and afccrta^ned in a note on the firft fcene of the firft part of 
King Henry VI, Sec Vbl. XIV. p. 6, n. 5. Steevens. 

^ Which now the puhlici body, ] Thus the old copy, ungramma- 
tically certainly ; but our author frequently thOs begins a fenicnce, 
and concludes it without attending to what has gone before : 
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Play the rccanter,— feeling in itfelf 

A lack of Timon's aid, h^th fenfc withal 

Of its own fall/ reftraining aid to Timon ; ' 

And fend forth ns, to make their forrowed render,* 

Together with a rccompenfc more fruitful 

Than their oflFcncc can weigh down by the dram ;' 

far which perhaps the careleffncfs and ardour of cotloqujal language 
may be an apology. See VoU IV. p. le, a. t. So aRerwazds 4a . 
the third fccncofthis aft( 

*' Wkomt though in general part wc were oppos'd, 
^* Yet our old love made a particalar force, 
*« And made us fpeak like friends." 
See alfo the Ppet*s laft fpeecb in p. 179* — Sir T. Haajner and tH« 
fnbfequent editors read here more corrrdly — And now the publicl: 
body, &c. but by what overfigbt could Wkick be prioled iofteai 
of And ? Malone. 

The mifb^ke might have been that of the tranrcrft>er» cot the 
printer. Steevems. 

7 Of its oum fall, ] The Athenians had finfe^ that is, felt the 
danger of tteir own fttil^ by the »rm9 of Alclbiades^ jorAV^OH,* 

I once fufpeded that our authpr wroti — Of its own faitf u' e. 
failure. So, in Coriolanus ." ' 

*^ That ii you f&U in our requeft^ thc.blaiM ' 
*^ May bang npoo your bardn eft.** 
But a fubfequent paflage fully fuppo/U the reading of tb^ U^t: 

** . In, and prepare : 

*• Ours is the/fl//, I f^ar, our foes the fnw^^ 
Again, in fd. iv: 

*•*■ Before proud Athens he's fet down by .this, 

«• Whofe fall the mark of his ambition is." Malonc. 

• redraintng aid to fimniX I think it (hould be rtfrAini^g 

aid, that is, wlth-hbldiog aid that mould have been giveci /oTimon. 

Johnson. 

Where is the differeiwe ? To rgfiruln^ and %9 rifrdn^ both m^ao 
to with-hold. M. Mason. 

9 .^^r-forrowtd xender,] Thus the old copy, ^ttnder i» <^»- 
Jejkn. So, in CjftaMin^, Aft IV. fc. iv: 

•*> , , may drive ns ^> a r^ndtr 

" Where we hav^ liv*d.*' 
The moder^n editors read— /^n^^r. Steevens. 

^- TMn iknr offtnct can wtigh dai/m hj t^ dram; ] Tlii»« which 
was in the former editions, can fcarcely be right, aitd yet 1 know 
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Ay, even fuch heaps and fnras of love and wealth. 
As ftiall to thee blot out what wrongs were theirs. 
And write in thee the figures of their love. 
Ever to read them thine. 

Tim. ' You witch me in it; 

Surprise me to the very brinks of tears : 
Lend me a fool's heart, and a woman*s eyes. 
And rU bcweep thefe comforts, worthy fenators. 

1. Sen. Therefore, fo pleafe thee to return with 
ns, 
And of our Athens (thine, and ours) to take 
The captainfliip, thou fhalt be met with thanks, 
AUowM witli abfolute power, ^ and thy good name 
Live with authority: — fo foon we (hall drive back 
Of Alcibiades the approaches wild ; 
Who, like a boar too favage, doth root up ^ 
His country's peace. 



not whether my reading will be thought to rcdify it. I take the 
meaning to be. We will givt thee a recompenfe .that our offences 
cannot outweigh, ktaps of wetltk down by the dram^ or delivered 
according to the exadeft meafure. A little difordcr may perhaps 
have happened in traufcribing, which may be reformed by leadings 

— ^ — ; Ay, ev*n fuck hempsy 

Andfums of love and wealthy down hy the dram^ 
As Jhall to thee -^ — • Johnson. 

The rpeaker means, a recompencc that (ball more than counter.- 
poife their offences, though weighed with the mofl fcrupulous exa&« 
nets. M. Mason. 

A recompencc To large, that the offence they have committed, 

though every dram of that offence fluiuld be put into the fcalc, 

canavt counterpoife it. The recompeuce will outweigh the offence^ 

Vhich^ infiead of v/eighip^- do^n the fcale in which it is {placed, 

' will kick the beam. MAtONE. 

' AllowM with mh/oUte potver^ ] JilUwed is lietn/fd, privilej^ed^ 
^mc0ntroUed, So of a baffoon, in L$ve*j Lahour*s L$J, it isfaid, 
that be is alhwtdy that Is, at libtny to fay what he will, a privi* 
leged feoffor. Johnson. 

^ .^^^ liH « boat ioi favage, dvih tOQt tip — ] This image 
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a. Sen. And fhakes his threatening fword 

Againft the walls of Athens. 

1. Sen. Therefore^ Timon,-^ 

Tim. Well, Gr, I will ; therefore i wiU; fir ; 

Tbns,— 
If Alcibiades kill my countrymen, 
Let Alcibiades know this of limon. 
That — Timon cares not. But if he fack fair Athens, 
And take our goodly aged men by the beards, 
Giving gur holy virgins to the (lain 
Of contumelious, beaftly, mad-brainM war ; 
Then, let him know, — and, tell him, Timon fpeak* 

it. 
In pity of our aged, and our youth, 
I cannot choofe but tell him, that — I care not. 
And let him tak't at word ; for their knives care 

not. 
While you have throats to anfwer : for myfelf. 
There's not a whittle in the unruly tomp,'^ 
But I do prize it at my love, befor^ 
The revcrcnd'fl throat in Athens. So I leave you 
To the proteftion of the profperous gods,^ 
As thieves to keepers. ^ 

might have been caught from P/alm Ixxx. i3: <* The mid hoBt 
out of the wood doth root it up.'" 8cc. Steevens. 

* There's not a whittle in ike unruly camp, ] A whittle is ilill in 
the midland counties the common name for a pocket clafp knife, 
£uch ai children ufe. Chaucer fpeaks of a *' Sheffield ihwitleli." 

Steevens. 

• of the profperous gods^ ] I believe profperous is ufed here 

vith our poet's ufual laxity, in an adive, inflead of a pafCve, fenfc: 
the godis wh9 are the authors of the profperity of mankind. So, ia 
Othello: 

** To my unfolding lend a profperous ear." 
I leave you, fays Timon, to the protedion of the gods, the great 
diftributOTs of profperity, that they niay./« keep and guard you, as 
failory do thieves ; i. e. for final puniflimeat. Maloni. 
I do not fee why the c]^ithti-^profperous^ may not be employed 
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Flav. Stay not; all's in vain* 

Tim. Why, I was writing of o^y epitaph. 
It will be feen to-morrow; My long ficknefs' 
Of health, and living, now begins to mend, 
And nothing brings me all things. Go, live ftill; 
Be Alcibiades your plague, you his, 
And laft fo long enough! 

1. Sen.' Wc fpeak in vain. 

Tim. But yet I love my country ; and am not 
One that rejoices in the common wreck, 
As common bruit * doth put it. 

1. Sen. That's well fpokc.- 
Tim. Commend mc to my loving countrymen,-— 
1- Sen. Thefe words become your lips as they 

pafs through them. 

2. Sen. And enter in our ears, like great 

triumph ers 
In their applauding gates. 

Tim. Commend me to them; 

And tell them, that, to eafe them of their griefs, 
Their fears of hoftile ftrokes, their aches, lofles. 
Their pangs of love,^ with other incident throes 



here with its common fignification, and mean — the gods who are 
pTo/perous in all ih^ir undirtakings. Our author, clfewhere, has 
biejfed godiy clear gods, kc. ; nay, Euripides, in a chorus to hh 
Medea, has not fcrupled to fiyle thefc men of Athens— <d£^Iff « 
'JTdu^sf MAKAPON. Steevens. 

7 M^ long Jicknejs — ] The difeafe of life begins to promifc 

mc'a period. Johnson, 

' bruit — 1 i^e. report, /rumour. So, in King Henry Vim 

P. HI : 

*t The bruit whereof will bring you many friends.'* 

Steeveiw* 
• Their pangs of love^ 8cc. ] Compare this part of Timon's fpeec^ 
^ith part of the celebrated foliloquy in Hamlet. STicYUiS. 
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That natnrc''s fragile vcffcl doth fuRain 

Idt lifers uncertain voyage, I will fome kindnefs do 

them : * 
ril teach them to prevent wild Alcibiadcs' wrath. 

9. Sen. I like this well, he will return again. 

Tim. I have a tree,^ which grows here in my cl^^e, 
That mine own ufc invites me to cut down. 
And fhortly muft I fell it ; Tell my friends. 
Tell Athens, in the fcquence of degree,"^ 
•From high to low throughout, that whofo pleafitf . 
To flop affliftion, let him take his hafte. 
Come hither, ere my tree hath felt the axe, 
And hang himfelf : — I pray you, do my greeting. 

Flav. Trouble him no further, thus you flill 
Chall find him. 



* -J mil fome kinimjs — ] i. e. 1 will do them fome kind- 
nefs ; for fuch, cUiptically contidcreii, will be tbe fenfe of tliefe 
%vords, iodepcodent of the fupplemenul — 4o tkem^ which only fctvcs 
to derange the metre, and is, 1 think, a certain interpolation. 

• Steevens* 

' I kMVt s tui, kc] Perhaps Shakfpeare wai indebted la 
Chaucer's )ViJe oj B0tk*s Prqlogne, for this thonuht. He might , 
^lowever have found 4t in Painter's Palace oj VUnfure^ Tom. I. 
Nov. «8, as weU as in fcveral other places. Steevfns. 

Our author was iodebud for this thought to Plutarch's Life oj 
Ani^ny: ^* It is reported of him alfo, that this Tiraon on a time^ 
^tbe people being afiembted in tbe market-plaee, about difpatch oC 
CoraeafiFaires, ) got up into the puJpit for otati<ms, where tbe orators 
commonly ufc to fpeake unto the people } and (ileace being made« 
cverie man litteniag to hear what be wpuid fay, bccaufe it was ik 
wonder to fee him in that place, at length he began to fpeak in this 
manner! *• My lordes of Athens, I have a little yiird in my boufe 
where there growcth afi|ge tree, on the which many citizens have 
hanged tbeinfelves ; and becaufe I meane to make fome building 
upon the place, 1 thought good to let you all uodeifiand it, tliaS 
before the figge tree be cut downe, if any of you be defperaie, you 
may" there in lime go bang youifelves/' MAtONE. 

^ — -—in the Jequeme $J degrti^l Metbodicailjf, from higbeU to 

loweft. JOUMSOM. 
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Tim. Come not to me again : but fay to Athens, 
Timon hath made his evcrlafting manfion 
Upon the beached verge of the fait flood;- 
Which once a day^ with his emboffed froth ^ 
The turbulent furgcifhall cover; thither come, 
And let my grave-ftone be your oracle.— 
Lips, let four words go by, and language end : 
What is amifs, plague and infe£lion mend! 
Graves only be men's works ; \and,death, their gain! 
Sun, hide thy beams! Xinion hath done his reign. 

[Exit TiMON. 

1. Sen. His difcontents are unrcmovfeably 
Coupled to nature. 

2. Sen. Our hope in him is dead: Ictus return. 
And ftrain what other means is left unto us' 

In our dear peril.' 

2. Sen. It requires fwift foot. [ExeunL 



* Which once a day^] Old copy — Who, For the corrcdioa 
[•^A^m] 1 am anfwtrable. Whom refers to Timon. All the modern 
editors (following the fecond folio ) read^^tfiicA once, kt, 

Malonx. 

Wkici^ io the fecond folio (and I have followed it} is an appa- 
rent correftion of-^Who. Surely, it is the evttlajlingvtatijion^ or the 
i^tfcA on which it ftands, that our author meant to cover with the 
foam, and not the cotpfe of Tiinon, Thus vre often fay that the 
grave in a churchyard, and not the body within it, is trodden dowik 
by cattle, or overgrown with weeds. Steevens. 

* ^emboffed Jrotk — ] When a deer was run hard and 

foamed at ^he mouth, he waS faid to bt emhofi'd. See VqI. IX. 
p. 211, n. 2. Tile thought is from Paioier's Palace of Plea/urtf 
Tom. I. Nov. «8. SrEEyjiNS. 

Embojjtd froth, is fwoUcn froth j from hojfe^ Fr. a tumour. 
The tcim emlojfed^ vwhcu applied. lo deer, is fiom mbo^ar^ Span, 
to cAi out of the roouLh. Malone. 

7 In OUT de^r peril, J So the folios, and rightly. The Oxford 
editor alters dear lo dread^ not kuowiug that dear^ in the language 
^f that time, Signified dread y and is £o ufe4 by ^2kfpeare in flutn- 
kcriefs places. Warburton. 
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-SCENE m. 

The Walls of Athens^ 

Mnter two Senators, and a MefTenget. 

I. Sen, ThoB haft painfully difcovci'd; are Jii$ 
files 
As full as thy report ? 

Mfis. ^ I have fpoke the leaft: 

Befides, his expedition promifes 
Prefent approach. 

a: Sen. M^e ftand much hazard, if they bring 

not Timon. - ' 

Mess. I met a courier,' one mine ancient 
friend ; ^— 
Whom, though in general part we were oppos'd^ 
Yet our old love made a particular force, 

Dear^ in Shakfpeare's language, is <JtVf, dreadful,- So ^ in Hamlet f 
** Would i had met my dearejl foe in heaven-." Malon^. 
Dear may, in the prefent iufiance, fignify immediate^ or imminenjl^ 
It is an enforcing epithet with not always a diftinfi meaning. To 
enumerate each of the feemingly various fenfes in which ii may be 
fuppofed to have been ufed by our author, would at^once fatigue 
the reader and myfelf. ' " 

In the following fituatioo^s, .however, it cannot fignify cither dff$ 
6r dreadful: 

*'^ confoct with me iif loud and dear petition.** 

* Troilus and Cnjfida. 

*' n ^Some ^^arcaufe 

** Will in concealment wrap me up a while.** King Lear ^ . 

Steevens. 
•— — tf courier, ] The players read — a ciirmr. Steevens, 

• ^ one mine ancient friend f ] Mr, Upton would read — on^ 

mine ancient friend. Steevens. 
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And made us fpes^k like friends : ^-^^.tbis man was 

riding 
From Alcibiades to Timon^s cave, 
With letters of entreaty, which imported 
His fellowfhip T the caufe againft your city, 
In part for his fake mov'dr 

Enter Senators /r(?m Timon. 

1. Sen. Here come out brothers. 

3.Sen. No talk of Timon, nothitig of him expe<9.— 
The enemies* drum is beard, and fearful fcouring 
Doth choke the air with dufti In, and prepare; 
Ours is the fall, I fear, our foes the fnare. [ Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. . 

The Wdods. Timon's Cave^ and a tomb-Jlone feen. 
Enter a So]dicr ^feeking Timon. 

Sou By all defcription this fbould be the place. 
Who's here? fpeak, ho!— No anfwcr? — What is 
this ? 

* Wbom, though in gemr^l part wi wtrt oppos'd^ 
Tt^ our old lovt made a pattitular Jorce^ 

And made us fpcak like friends :] Our author, hurried away by 
ftrODg conceptions, and little attentive to minute accuracy, lakct 
great liberties in the cooftruftion of Tentences. Here he means, 
Whomy though we were on oppolite (ides in the publick. caufe. yet 
the force of Our old affedion wrought fo mt*ch upon, a& to make 
him /peak to me saz friend* See p. 38o, n. 6. Malone. 

I am fully convinced that this and many other pafiages of our 
author to which £milar remarks are annexed, have been irretrievably, 
corrupted by tranfcribers or printers, and would not have proceeded, 
in their prefent ftate, from the pen of Shakfpeare; for ^hat we 
cannot underfiand in the clofct, muft have been wlioUy ufelefs on 

the ftage The aukward repetition of the verh^made^ very itiongly 

countenances my prefent obfeivaiion, Stekv&ns. 

Vol. XVli. O 
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Timon is dead, who hath out-ftretch'd his fpan : 
Some bead rear'd this ; there does not live a man.^ 



' Somi hiaj Tear*d tkis$ then does not live « ni«ii.] [Old copy—: 
read tbii.} Some bcaft rr«^ what? The foldicr bad yet only feeii 
the rude pile of eanh bcapM up for Ttmon*i grave, and not the 
in/cription upon it. We ibould read : 

Some beajl xtzx*^ ikii;^ 

The foldier fecking, by order, for Timoo, fees fuch an irregular 
mole^as be concludes muft have been the workmanftiip offome 
beaft inhabiting the woods ; and fuch a cavity as muft either' have 
been fo over-arched, or happened by the cafiial falling in of the 
ground. . Wariuhton. 

«^ The foldier (fays Theobald) had yet only feen the rude pile 
of earth hcap*d up for Timon*s grave, and not the infcriptiom upoa 
it.*' In fupport of bis emendation, which was fuggefted to him 
by Dr. Warburton, he quotes thefe lines from Fleuher*s Cupid's 
Revenge : 

** Here is no food, nor beds; .nor. any koufe 

«» Built by a better archited than><«/i.** Malonb. 

Notwith(^pdiiig this remark, I believe the old reading to be thc' 
right. the foldier had only feen the rude heap if earth. He had 
evidently feen fpmetbing that told him Timon was dead; and what 
could tell that but his tomb? The toipb he fees, and the infcrip- 
tion upon it, which not being able to read, and finding none to 
read it for him, he exclaims pee viOilyr, /om^ beafi read this^ for it 
muft be read, and in this place it cannot be read by man. 

There is fomething elaborately uolkilful in the contrivance of 
feuding a foldier, who cannot read, to take the epitaph in wax, 
only that it may clofe the play by being read with more folemnity 
in the laft icene. Johnson. 

It is evident, that the foldier, when he firft fees the heap of earth, 
does not know it to be a tomb. He concludes Timon muft be 
dead, becaufe he receives no anfwer. It is likewife evident, that 
when he utters the words fome beajl^ 8cc. he has not feen the infcrip- 
tiois. And Dr. Warburccn*s emendation is therefore, not only juft 
and happy, but abfblutely necefiary. What can this heap opeartk 
be? fays tbfe foldier; Timon is certainly dead : fome beaji mujt have 
ereded Ihis^ for here does not live a man to doit, Tes^ Ae is deadyfure 
enough^ and this' muft be his grave. What is this writing upon it? 

RlTSON. 

I am now convinced that the emendation made by Mr. Theo« 

bald is Ti|>ht, and that it ought to be admitted into the text : 

Some beaft reard this. Our poet certainly woul^ not make the 
foldier call on a beaft to read the infcriptioo, before he had informed 
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Dead, furc ; and this his grave.— 

What's on this tomb I cannot read; the charadcr 

I'll take with Wax : 

Our captain hath in every iGgure (kill ; 

An ag'd interpreter, though, young in days: 

Before proud Athens he's fet down by this, 

Whofe fall the mark of his ambition is. [Exti. 

S G E N E V. 

Before the Walls o/AtheiiS. 

Trumpets found. Enter Alctbiades, tind Forces. 
AlciB. Sound to this coward and lafcivious towri 
Our terrible approach, [A parley founded i 

Enter Senators on the Walls. 
Till now you have gone oh, and fiU'd the tlm^ 



the audience that he could not read it himrdf ; which he does afttr* 
wards* 

&efides; Crom the time he aJks, ** What is this !^'* fi. e. what is 
this cave, tdmb, 8cc. not what is this in/dription ?\ to the words; 
*» What's on this totnb,'* — the obfcrvaiiou evidently relates td 
timon bimfelf, £ind his grave ; whereas, by the erroaebus reading 
of the old copy, *» Some bcii ft r^a</ this,'* — thefoldicr is firft made 
id call dh a behft io read the infcripiioD, without aflignihg ahy rea- 
fon forfo extraordinary a requiOtion ; — then to talk. ofTinion'^ 
dieath and of his grave; aud ^t laft, to inform the audience that he 
cannot read thie iufcriptioti. Let me add, that a beaft bciug atf 
tioable to read as the foldier, it would be abfurd to call on one for 
affiftance; whilft on the other hand, i^a den or tave, oraoyrilde 
beap of eai-th refemblitig a tomb, be found where thfre dqes not livi 
9 many it is manifeft thai it muft have been formed by a beaft. 

A paflage in King Lear alfo adds fuppdrt to the emeadatioo: 
■ " — '-^-^ — • '- 1 this hard heufe^ 

'^ More hard than arc t^e (tones whercdf 'tis riiiVt/.** 

O 9 / 
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With all licentious mcafurc, making your willf 
The fcopc of jufticc ; till now, myfelf, and fuch 
As flept within the fhadow of your power. 
Have wandered with our travcrs'd arnis,^ and 

breath'd 
Our fufferance vainly: Now the time isfluflh,* 
When crouching marrow, in the bearer ftrong. 
Cries, of itfelf, No mote :^ oow breathlefs wrong 
Shall fit and pant in your great chairs of eafe ; 
And purfy infolencc fliall break his wind, 
With fear, and horrid flight. 

1. Sen. Noble, and young. 

When thy firft griefs were but a mere conceit, 
IJre thou hadft power, or we had caufe of fear. 
We fent to thee; to give thy rages balm, 
To wipe out our ingratitude with loves 
Above their quantity.^ 

The foregoing obfervatiom are acute in the extreme, and I hav« 
not (crupled to adopt the reading tbey recommend* Stkvens* 

' travcrs'd armj,] Arms acrofs. JOHNSON. 

The fame image occurs in TA| Ttmpejl: 

«* His arms in this fad 4n0//' Stebvkms»- 

^ tki time is fluOi,] A bird is Jlujh when hit feathers arc 

{rowD, and he can leave the neft. Fhjh Is maiun, Johnson. 

• Wken crouching marrow^ in ike hearer Jreng^ 

Cries^ oj itjelfy No more:] The marrow was fii|>pofed to be 
the origtual of ftvcngth. The image is from a camel kneeling to 
take up his load, v'bo rifcs immediately when he findi he hiis at 
much laid on as he can bear. Warburton. 

Pliny fays, that the CHmelwill not carry more than bisa^cuf* 
tomed and ufual load. Holland's tranilation, B. Vill. c. xviii. 

Reed. 

The image may as juftly be faid- to be taken from a porter or 
coaUheaver^ who when there is as much laid upon his (houldera 
as he cao bear, will certainly cry, no more, Maloni. 

I wiih the reader may not find himfelf affe&ed io the fame man« 
ner by our commeutaries, and often coucur io a ^milar excla- 
mation. SlEEVENS. 

f Abivg their quantity,] Their refers io rages, Wamorton. 
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a. Sen. So did wc woO 

Transformed Timon to our city's love. 
By humble meffage, and by prorais'd means; ^ 
Wc were not all unkind, nor all defcrvc 
The common ftroke of war. 

1. Sen. ' Thcfc walls of ours 

Were not crefted by their hands, from whom 
You have received your griefs: * nor are they fuch, 
That thcfe great towers, trophies^ andfcbools fliould 

fall 
For private faults in them. ' 

a. Sen. Nor are they living, 

Who were the motives that you firft went out;* 

Tkiir refers to griefs, ' " To give tby rages balm/' muft be con- 
fidercd as parenthetical. The modern c(litors have fubftituted 
ingrMiitndes for ingraUhide- Malone. 
7 So did we wco 

Transformed timOn to our citfs love. 

By humble mejfa^e^ and by promised meant;] P,romis*d means 
omft import the recruiting of his funk fortunes; but this is not all. 
The feoate bad wooed him witb humble meffage, and promife of 
general reparation. This feems included in the flight change which 
1 have made : 

«— *— - and by promised meads. Thboba.lo. 
Dr. Warburton agrees with Mr. Theobald, but the old reading 
fliay well ftand. Johnson. 

sBy promised means, is by promifing him a competent rubfiftence. 
So, in Ktj^g Henry IV. P. 11: ** Your means arc very flender, and 
your wafte is great.'* M alone. 

• Tou have rereivd your griefs:] The old copy has — grief i but 
AS the fenator in his preceding fpetch ufes the plural, ^rief was 
probably here an error of the prefs. Tiie corredion was made by 
Mr. Theobald. Malonb. 

• For private faults in them.] That is, in the perfons from whom 
jou have received your griefs. Malone. 

• — ^ the motives that you firjl went out}] i. e; thofe who made 
the mdtiod for your exile. This word is as perverfely employed in 
Troilus and Crejida: 

«^ _......«.• her wanton fpirits look out 

«» At erery joint and motive of her body.*' Stbevins. 

o s 
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Shame, that they wanted cunning, in cxcefs 

Hath broke their hearts.^ March, nobl^ lord. 

Into our city with thy banners fpi^ead: 

By decimation, and a tithed death, 

(If thy revenges hunger for that food. 

Which nature loaths,) take thou the dcftin'd tenth ; 

And by the hazard of the fptotted die, 

Let die the fpotted. 

1. Sen. All have not offended; 

For thofe that were, it is not fquare, ^ to take, 
On thofe that are, revenges :* crimes, like lands» 
Are not inherited. Then, dear countryman. 
Bring in thy ranks, but leave without thy rage: 
"tJ.pare thy Athcniaci cra41e,' and thofe k^in. 
Which, in the bluftef of thy wrath, muft feU 
With thofe that have offended: like. a fhepherd. 



Hath hroki their htarts.] Shame in exccfs (i. c. txtreipjtjr ef 
Qiame) that they wanted cunning (i. e. that they were not wife enough 
not to bani.Qi you) hath broke their hearts. Theobald. 

I have no wifh to difturb the manes of TheobMd, yet think Tome 
^met^dation may be offered that will make the conftrudioiL Icfs 
harfli, and the feotence roo(e ferious. I read : 
Sham that thfj wanttd^ coming in ixctfs^ 
Hath hroki their heart t* 
Shame which they had fo loug wanted^ «/ {aj coming in its uSmoJt • 
C3(cefs. Johnson. 

I think that Theobald has, on this bccaiion, the advantage of 
Johnfoo. When the old readipg is cUar and intcAigible, we mouM. 
not have recourfe to corredion, — Cunning was not, ^n Sbakfpeare's 
time, confined to a bad fenfe, but was ufed io cxprefs knowledge 
or underftanding. M. Mason. 

* — T- ««' /^««»^'0 Not regular, not equitable. Johnson. 

^ : revinges:] Old copy -^ rev engf* Correded by Mjf. 

Steevens. See the preceding fpeech. MalOne. 

2 thy Athenian cradle,] Thus Ovid^ Met. VIII. 99 ; 

<* r-^ — jovis racu.nabula Crete.** ST£ftV^N&. 
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Approach the fold, and cull the infcflcd forth, 
But kill not all together. * 

2. Sen. What thou wilt, 

Thou rather ftialt enforce it with thy fmile, 
Than hew to'twith thy fword. 

1. Sen. Set but thy foot 
Againft our rampirM gates, and they fliall ope ; 
So thou wilt fend thy gentle heart before,' 

To fay, thou'lt enter friendly* 

2. Sen. Throw thy glove, 
Or any token of thine honour elfe, 

*rhat thou wiltufe the wars as thy redrefs, 
And not as our confufion, all thy powers 
Shall make thqir harbour in our town, till we 
Have feal'd thy full defire. 

Alcib. Then there*s rtiy glove; 

Defcend, and open your uncharged pgrts: ^ 
Thofe enemies of Timon's, and mine own. 
Whom you yourfelves ihall fet out for reproof, 
Fall, and no naore: and, — to atone your fears 
With my more noble meaning, "*— .not a man 
Shall pafs his quarter, ^ or offend the ftreaqfi 



• Bui kill not aU toother. ] The old copy reads— altogtiher, 
M. M. Mafon fuggefled ihe corredioii I have made. Stbevens. 

9 unch;irged ports :\ That is, unguarded gates. Johnson. 

Uncharged means unaltacked^ not unguarded, M. Mason. 
Mr. M. Mafon is right. So, in Shak.fpeare's 70th Sonnets 
• " Thou haft pafs'd by the arabufli of young days^ 
»' Either not afl'ail'd, or vidor, being charged,** Malone. 

* -^ to atone your fears 

With my more noble meanings ] i. e. to reconcile them to It, So, 
in Cymbeline ! *' I was. glad I did atone ray couQiryman and you," 

Steevens. 

3 not a man 

Shall pa/s his.quarter,] Not a foldier Oiall q.uit his ftation, or 
be let loofc upon you > and, if any commits violence, he ihall aa- 
fwcr it rcguUiiy to the law. Johnson. 

o 4 
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Of regular juftice in your city^s bounds, 
Bai (hail be remedied/ to your publick laws 
Al heavieft anl'wer. 

Both* Tis moft nobly fpokcn. 

Alcib. Dcfccnd, and keep your words. 



5 



TA^ Senators dejccnd^ and apen the gates* 
Enter a Soldier. 

Sol. My noble general, Tinion is dead; 
EntombM upon the very hem o'the fc4 : 
And, ^on his gravc-ftonc, this mfculpture : which 
With wax I brought away, whofe foft imprefliion 
Interprets for my poor ignorance.^ 

Alcib. [Reads,] Hrre lies a wretched corje^ of 
. wretched Joul beiejl: 
Seek not my name : A plague confume you wicked 
caitifs leftr 

^ But Jhall he remedied,] The conftrtiaion is, But he fliaU 
be remedied ; but Shakfpeiire means, that his offeoce (hall be re* 
medied, the.wofd pffcncc being included in offfnii in a former line. 
The editor of the ftrcond folio, for to, in the laft line but one of 
this fpeecb, fubftiiuted ty, which all the fubfequent ediiots adopted. 

Malonb.. 

I profefs my inability to extrad any dctermioate fenfe from 
thefe words as they ftand, and rather fuppofe the reading in the 
fecond folio to be the true ,onc. To be remedied by^ affords a 
glimpfe of meaning: to be remedied to, is ** the blanket of the 
dark.** Steevens. 

* Defcend, and keep your words,] Old copy — Dtfmd. Correfled 
by the editor of the fecund folio. Malone. ' 

• — — for my poor ignorance, j Poor is here ufcd as a diilyllable, 
9t door is in The Merthant of Venice, Malone. 

' caitifs left!] This epiuph is found in fir T. Norlh'i 

tranflation of Plutarch, with the difiference of one word only, vi%. 
wretches inftead of caitiffs, Steevens. 

This epitaph is formed out of two diftind epitaphs which Shak- 
fpe^re found 'in Plutarch. The firft couplet is faid by Plutarch to 
have been compofed by Timon himfelf as his epitaph ; the fecOD4 
10 ))»yf ^c(f» written by the poet GalUmj^ebui* 
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Here lie I Timon; who, alive^ all living men did hate ; 
Pafs by, and curje thy Jill ; but pajs^ amdjlay not herd 

thy gait. 
Thcfe well exprefs in thcc thy latter fpirits : 
Though ihou abhorr'dft in us our human griefs. 
Scorn dft our brain's flow, * and thofc our droplet! 

which 
From niggard nature fall, yet rich conceit 
Taught thee to make vaft Neptune weep for aye 
On thy low grave, on faults forgiven. ^ Dead 

Perhaps tfae flight variation mentioned b)r Mr. Steevcnt, arof* 
from our author's having another epitaph before him^ which it 
found in Kendal's FUwers of Epigrammes, i^yy, and la Fainter*'^ 
FaUet of FUafnre, Vol. I. Nov. 28 : 

Timon his Epitaph r, 

*( My wretched caitiff daies expired now and paft, 

** My carren corps rnterred heic« is grafpr in ground, 

•* In weltring waves of fwelling (Vas by fourges cade; 

** My name if thou defire, the gods tbee doe confound !** 

MALONIrf 

• onr brain*! ^ow, J Sir T. Hanmer and Dr. Warbuiton 

read, — hrine's flow. Our brains Jiow is our ttars ! but we may 
read, our brine's /ot», our /alt tears. Either will ferve. Johnson. 
Our brain's J2aw is right. So, in Sir Giles Goofuap, 1606: 
«* I flied not the tears of toy brain.** 
Again, in tki Miracles of Mojes, by Drayton : 

'* But he from rocks that fountains can command, 
*** Cannot yet flty the fountains oj kis hain,** Stct.VETis, 

• on faults forgiven,] Alcibi^des*s whole fjf)ecch is in br^ksi, 

betwixt his refledions on Tiraoo^s death, and his addrefl'es to the 
Athenian feqators: and as foon as he has commented oil the place 
ef Timoo's grave^ he bids the fenate fet forward ; tells 'em, he has 
forgiven their faults ; and promifcs to ufe them with mercy. $ 

Theobalp. 
I fufped that we ought to read : 

^ — . One fault's forgiven, — Diad 

Is noble Timon ; 8cc. 
One fault (viz. the ingratitude of the Athenians to Timon] is for- 
given, i. e. exempted from punifliment by the death of the injured 
perfon. Tyrwhitt. 

The old reading aod puoduation appear to me fufficiently intel- 
ligible. Mr. Theobald afl(S, ^^ why fhould Neptune weep over 



Digitized by 



Google 



ao2 TIMON OF A'THENS. 

Is noble I'imon; of whofe memory 

Hereafter more. — Bring me into your city, 

And I will ufe the olive with my fwof d : 

Make war breed peace ; make peace flint war ; "^ 

make each 
Prefcribe to other, as each other's leech. ^ — 
Let our drums flrike. [Exeunt .^ 

TiinoQ*s faults, orindeed what fault had he committed?** The fault* 
that TimoQ committed, were, i. that bouudlefs prodigality which 
his Steward fo forcibly defcribes and laments ; and 2. his becoming 
a Mi/antkropt^ and abjuring th^ focicty of all men for the crimes of 
a few. — Theobald fuppofes that Alcibiades bids the fenate fet for* 
ward, afTuring them at the fame time that he forgives the wrong* 
they have done htm. On: — Faults for gixftn. But. how unlikely is it« 
that he {hould defert the fubjed immediately before him, and enter 
upon another quite different fubjed, inthefe three words; and then 
return to Timon again? to fay nothing of the ftrangeaeCs ' of the 
"pbtaCc^Jaultsforgivin^ for *^ faults are forgiven.** Malonb. 

• ftintfv«r;] i. e. ftop it. So, in Spenfer*s Fairy Queen: 

** *gan the cunning thief 

•» Pcrfuadc us die, to Jint all farther ftrifc." Strbvens. 

' ^ leeck. ] i, c. pbyfician. So, in Spenfcr's Faery Queen: 

*• Her words prevail'd, and then the learned heck 

^^ His cunning hand *gan to his wounds to lay •" 

Steevem*. 

* The play of Timon is a domeftick tragedy, and therefore 
ftrongly fattens on the attention pf the reader. In the plan there 
is not much art, bu( the incidents are natural, and the charadeis 
various and exad. The cataftroplie affords a very powerful warn- 
ing againft that oftentatious liberality, which fcatters bounty, but 
confers no benefits, and buys flattery, but not friend fliip. 

In this tragedy, are many palTages perplexed, obfcure, and 
probably corrupt, which I have endeavoured to rcdify, Or' explain 
Tvith due diligence > but having only one copy, cannot piomife 
ipyfeif that my endeavours (hall be much applauded. Johnson. 

This play was altered by Shadwell, and brought upon the flage 
in 1678. In the tnodejl title-page he calls it Tinon of Athens,, or 
the Man-hater ^ as it fs aBed at the Duke's Theatie, made into a Flay, 

ST££V£NS. 
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* ConiOLANus.] Thif pUy 1 conjedvrt !• hire bten writtt^' 
in the year 1609. Set An Attmft to sjctrtain iki 9tin SkakJ^t»rt*B 
plajs. Vol. IL 

It comprehends a period of about four yaan, cosimeiicing with 
the feceflion to the Mons Sactt in the year of Rome «68« and cod- 
ing with the death of Gorioianus, A. U. G. 966. M4LONE. 

The whole hiftory it exadly foUowtd, and many of the principal 
fp etches exadly copied fr^m the life of CorioUnui ift fluimck^ 
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Persons reprefented* 

Caius Marcins Coriolantis, a noble Roman. 

P^ ". . • J Generals againjl the Volfcians. 

Menenius Agrippa,/n>«d /(? Coriolanas. 

, T • o . ^[Tribunes of the People. 
Junius Brutus, > , 

Young Marcius, Son to Coriolanus. 

A Roman Herald. 

Tullus Aufidius, General of the Volfcians* 

Lieutenant to Aufidius. 

Confpirators with Aufidius. 

A Citizen of Knivoim. 

Two Volfcian Guards. 

Volumnia, JHoM^r /o Coriolanus. 
Virgilia, Wife to Coriolanus. 
Valeria^ Friend to Virgilia. 
Gentlewoman^ attendingVixgiYiz.. 

Roman and Volfcian Senators^ Patricians^ Adiles, 
LiStors^ Soldiers, Cititens^ Meffengers, Servants to 
Aufidius, and other Attendants. 

SCEXE^ partly in Rome; and partly in tht Tef^ 
ritories of the Volfcians and Antiates. 



Digitized by CjOO^IC 



C O R I O L A N U S. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 



Rome. A Street. 

Enter a Company oj mutinous Citizens^ with Jiaves^ 
clubs^ and other weapons. 

1., CiT. Before we proceed any further, hear mc 
fpeak. 

CiT. Speak, fpeak. [feveral /peaking at once. 

1. CfT. You are all refolvM rather to die, than 
to famWh? 

ClT. RefolvM, refolvM. 

1. CiT. Firft, you know, Caius Marcius is chief 
enemy to the people. 

CiT. We know't, we know't. 

1. CiT. Let us kill him. and we'll have corn at 
our own price. Is't a verdiS ? 

CiT. No more talking oti't ; let it be done : away, 
away. . 

2. CiT. One word, good citizens. 

J . CiT. We are accounted poor citizens ; the 
patricians, good :* What authority furfeits on,would 

* I. Cit. Wean accounted poor citiuns} the putriciMtis^ good: J 
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relieve us ; If they would yield us but the fupct* 
fluity, while it were wholefoiuc, we might gucfs, 
tliey relieved us humanely; but they think, we arc 
too dear:^ theieannefs that afflids us, the obje£); 
of our mifery, is as an inventory, to particularize 
their abundance ; our fufFerance is a gain to them. 
^-Let us revenge this with our pikes/ ere we be- 
come rakes : for the gods know, I fpeak this in 
hunger for bread, not in third for revenge* 



Godi is here ufed in the mircantiU feDfc. So, Touckjlam io E^Jward 
Botf 

it, .^^. knewo g09d mco, well monied.*' Fahmer. 

Again, in Tke Merchant of Venice : 

'» Aotonio*s a good man." Malone. 

' ■■ hut they ikink, we art too dear : ^ They think that tb« 

charge of maiouiDiog us is more than we are worth. Johnson. 

^ Let us revenge this with our pikes, ere we become rakes:] It 
vas Shakfpeare*s defign to make this fellow quibble all the way. 
But time, who has done greater things, has here flifted a ntiferable 
joke; which was tbe^ the fame as if it had been now wrote. Lei 
vs now revenge this with forks, ere we become rake&: for pikes thca 
£gnified the fame rz forks do now. So Jewel in bis own^tranflatioa 
of his Apoiogfy turns Chrijiianos ad f ureas condemnare^ to — To coa- 
demn Chrijlians to the pikes. But the Oxford editor, w^hbut 
knowing any thing of this, has with great fagacity found out the 
joke, and reads ou his own authority, pitch-Jorks* Wa&burton* 

It is plain that, in our author*s time, we had the proverb, at 
^ean as a rake. Of this proverb the original is obfcure. Rake novr 
(ignifies a dijfolute man^ a man worn out with difeafe and debauche* 
ry. But the £gnificatioo is, I tbink, much more modern than the 
proverb. Rakd^ in I flandick, is faid to mean a cur^dog^ and thi* 
■was probably the firft ufe among us of the word rake ; , as lean as 
s retkt is, therefore, as lean as a dog too wortbiefs to be fed. 

Johnson* 

It may be fo: and yet I believe the proverb, «i lean as a rake^ 
owes its origin fimply to the thin taper form of the infirumeot made 
ufe of by hay»makers. Chaucer has this fimile in his d'efcriptiaft 
of the clerk*s borfe in the prologue to the Canterbury Tales^ Mr« 
Xyrwhitt's edit. v. 888 : 

.'' As leae was IfU hors as u a re^i$J\ 
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2. CiT. Would you proceed efpccially againft 
Caius Marcius ? 

CiT. Agiinft him firft;^ he's a very dog to the 
commonalty. 

2. Git. Confider you what fervices he has done 
for his country? 

1 . CiT. Very well ; and could be content to give 
him good report for't, but that he pays himfelf 
with being proud. 

Q. CiT. Nay, but fpeak not malicioufly. 

1,. CiT. I fay unto you, what he hath done fa- 
moufly, he did it to that end : though foft-con- 
fcienc'd men can be content to fay, it was for his 
country, he did it to pleafe his mother, and to be' 
partly proud ; which he is, even to the altitude^ of 
his virtue. 

2. CiT. What he cannot help in his nature, yon 
account a vice in him : You muft in no way fay, 
he is covetous. 

1 . CiT. If I muft pot, I need not be barren oF 



Spenfcr ii^troduces it in the fecond book of his Fdtry Quten^ 
Canto H : 

«« His body lean «nd meagre 41 « rakt. " 
As thin as a tvhipping'poj^ is another proverb of the fame kind. 
Staoyhurft, in his traoflation of the third book of Virgil^ iSSs, 
defcribing Achxmenides, fays : 

^« A meigre leane rake^ ** &c. 
This paflage, however, fecms to countenance Dr. Johnfon*s fup- 
pofition: as alfo does the following from Churchyard's Tragicall 
Vifcour/e of ihe kapUJfe mans lije^ iSgS: 

** And though as leane as rake in every rib. " Steevens. 

• Cit. Againjk him jirjl i 8cc.] This fpcech is in^he old play, as 
bere, given to a body of the citizens fpeaking at once. 1 believe, 
it pnght tb be affigned to the firft citizen. Malone. 

« io the altitude ] So, in King Henry VII J : 

•' He's traitor io tKf height. " Stbevens. 

Vol. XVII. P 
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accufations ; he hath faults, with furplus, to tire in 
repetition. [Shouls within.] What (houts arc thcfe? 
fhe other fide o'the city is rifen : Why ftay we 
prating here ? to the Capitol. 
CiT. Come, come. 

1. CiT. Soft; who comes here? 

Eni^r MeiNEnius Agrippa. 

2. ClT. Worthy Mentnios Agrippa ; one that 
hath always loved the people. 

1. CiT. . He^s one honcll ^enough ; * Would, all 
the reft were fo ! 

Men. What work'^s, my countrymen, in hand? 
Where go you 
With bats and clubs? The matter? Speak, I pray 
you. 

1 . CiT. Our bufinefs' is not unknown to the fe- 
nate ; they have had inkling, this fortnight, what 
we intend to do, which now wc*ll fliow *em in 
deeds. They fay, poor fuitors have ftrong breaths ; 
they {hall know, we have ftrong arms too. '^' 

Men. Why, mafters, my good friends, mine ho-» 
neft neighbours. 
Will you undo yourfelves? 

1. CiT. We cannot, fir, we are undone already. 

Men. 1 tell you, friends, moft charitable care 
Have the patricians of you. For your wants, 
Your fuffcring in this dearth, you may as well 



7 Ourhifintfs Sec] This and all the fubfequent plebeian fpeechet 
in this fceue are given in the old copy to the /(rcofi<i citizen. Qut 
the dialogue at the opeuing of the play (hews that it rouft have 
been a miOake, and tha^ they ought to be attributed to the ^rji 
citizen. The (ecoad it rather friendly to Coriolanus. Malon£« 
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Strike at the heaven with your flaves, as lift them 
Againft the Roman ftatc; whofe courfc will oi^ ^ 
The way it takes, cracking ten thoufand cutbs • 
Of more ftrong link afunder, than can ever 
Appear in your impediment: * For the dearth, 
The gods, not the patricians, make it ; and 
Your knees to them, not arms, muft help. Alack, 
You are tranfported by calamity 
Thither where more attends you ; and you flander 
The helms o'theftate, who care for you like fathers, 
When you curfe them as enemies. 

1 . ClT. Care for us ! — True, indeed ! — They 
ne'er^ car'd for us yet. Suffer us to famifh, and 
their ftore-houfes crammM with grain ; rpake ediAs 
for ufury, to fupport ufurers : repeal daily any 
wholefome a£l eftablifhed againft the rich; and 
provide more piercing flatutes daily, to chain up 
and rcftraih the poor. If the wars eat us not up, 
they will; and there's all the love they bear us. 

Men. Either you mufl 
Confefs yourfelves wondrous malicious. 
Or be accused of folly. I (hall tell you 
A pretty tale; it may be^ you have heard it; 
But, fince itferves my purpofe, I will venture 
To fcale 't a little more. ^ 

* — — cracking ten thoufand curbs 

Of more ftron^ link afunder^ than can ever 
Appear in your impediment: ] So, in Othello: 

^^ I have made, my way through more impedlmeDjtft 
•* Than twenty times your ftop. •* Malone. 

^ J will venture 

to fcale *t a little more,] Ho fcale is to difperfe^ The word i» 
ftiU ufcd in the North. The fenfe of the old leading is. Though 
fothe of you have beard the ftory, I will fpread it yet wider, and 
diffufe it among the reft. 

A meafure of wine fpilt, is called — *^2.fcaVd p6ttle of wine *' 
ia Decker's comedy of Tht Boneji Whore, 1604. So, in The 

Pa 
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1. CiT. Well, ril hear it, fir: yet you muft not 
think to fob oflFour difgrace with a talc : * but, an't 
plcafc you, deliver. 

Men. There was a time, when all the body's 

members 
Rebcird againft the belly ; thus accusM it: — 
That only like a gulf it did remain 
r the midft o' the body, idle and unaftive, 
Still cupboarding the viand, never bearing 
Like labour with the reft ; where the other inftru- 

ments^ 



Hjjldrii of Clyomon, Knight «/ tkt Goldin SkiiU\ Ice. a play pab<4 
liihcd ia 1699 : 

<*• The hugie heapes of cares that lodged in my minde, 
«^ Are Jkaled from their neflUng-placc, and pleafurcs paf« 
fage find.'* 
Again, in Decker's Hqnejl Whre^ already quoted: 

'* Gut off his beard 

«i Fye, fye ; idle , idle ; he's no Frenchman, to fret at the toft 
of a little fcaVd hair.'* In the North ihty fcgit the corn, i. <^* 
fcattcr it: /cali the muck well, i. e. fpread the dung well. The 
two foregoing inftances are taken from Mr. Lambe's notes on the 
old metrical hiftory of Fladdon FitU. 

Again, Holinjhed^ Vol. II. p. 499, fpeakiiig of the retreat of 
the IVclchmen during the abfence of Richard II. fays; «« — they 
Would no longer abide, hui fcaled and departed away." So again* 
p. 53o: *■*' — whereupon their troops/^a/^df, and fled .their waies/* 
In the learned Ruddimaa's Gloflary to Gawin Douglas's Tranf- 
lation of Virgil^ the following account of the word is given. 
** SkaiL, Jkali^ to fcatier^ to fpread^ perhaps^from the Fr. ejckeotltf^ 
Ital. Jcopi^liarCy crines paffos, feu fparfos habere. All from the 
Latin capillus, Thvii efcheveliry/ckevel^Jkail ; but of. a more general 
fjgnification," See Vol. VI. p. 118, n.s. Steevens. 
Theobald reads — Jtale it. Malone. 

* difgrace witk a tale:] Di/gracis are kardJhipSy injuries, 

Johnson/ 

9 where M* oM**" in^rum^i/j — ] Wktu for whereas. Johnson. 

We meet with the fame expreffion in The Winter's T ale^ Vol* 
X. p. 59, n. 6; 

*'^ As you feel, doing thus, and fee withal 
*' The inJrum$nU that /«/• 'J Malone. 
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Did fee, and hear, dgvifc, inftruil, vv^lk, feel, 
And, mutually participate, ^ did rainifter 
Unto the appetite and afFeftion common 
Of the whole body. The belly anfwered, — 

1. CiT. Well, fir, what anfwer made the belly? 

Men. Sir, I ftiall tell yon — With a kind offmile. 
Which ne'er came from the lungs, ^ but even thus, 
(For, look you, 1 may make the belly fmilc^ 
As well as fpeak, ) it tauntingly reply'd 
To the difcontented members, the mutinous parts 
That envy'd his receipt ; even fo moft fitly ' 
As yon malign our fenators, for that 
They are not fuch as you. ' 

1. CiT. Your belly's anfwer: What! 

The kingly-crowned head, the vigilant eye, 
The counfellor heart,^ the arm our foldier. 
Our fteed the leg, the tongne our trumpeter. 
With other muniments and petty helps 
In this our fabrick, if that they — 

Men. What then ?-^ 



• , — - participate, ] Here means participant^ or participating, 

Macomb. 

• Which ne'er came fropi the lungs, ] With a fmile not indicating 
pleafurc, but contempt. Johnson. 

• / may make the belly finile^ ] •'And fo the belly, aU thtf 

notwithftanding, laughed at their folly, and fayed," 8cc. North*! 
Tranflatlom of Plutarch, p. 24a, edit. 15^79. MAto^p. 
, 7 ,.: even fo mofi fitly ] i. «. <xaAly. Waiburton. 

• Thrj are not fuch as yov. ] I ftippofe we flioiild read, — Yhey are 
not as yon. So, in St, L,uke, xviii. 11. ^' God, I thank thee, [ am 
not as this publican." The pronoun — futh, only diforders the 
nieafure. Ste evens. 

^ The counfellor heart, ^ The heart vras anciently efleemed the 
jtieat of prudence. Homo cordaius is a prudent man* Johnson. 

The heart was confidered by Shakfpeaj-e as the feat of ibfi under^ 
Jtanding, See the aext note. Malonx. 

p 3 
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Tore mc, this fellow fpeaks ! — what then ? what 
then? 

1. CiT. Should by the cormorant belly be re- 
ftrain'd. 
Who is the fink o' the body, — 

Men. Well, what then? 

1. CiT. The former agents, if they did com- 
plain, 
'What , could the belly anfwcr? 

Men. I will tell you ; 

If you 11 bellow a fmall (of what you have little,) - 
Padcncc, a while, you 11 hear the belly's anfwer. 

1. GiT. You are long about it. 

Men. Note me this, good friend; 

Your moft grave belly was deliberate, 
Not rafli like his accufers, and thus anfwerM. 
True is it, my incorporate friends, quoth he. 
That I receive the general food at Jirjly 
Which you do live upon : and Jit it is; 
Bfcaufe I' am the Jlore-houfe^ and the Jhop 
Of the whole body: But if you do remember ^ 
I fend it through the rivers of your bloody 
Even to the court, the heart, —• to the feat o' the brain ; * 



' -i- to ike feat o* the hrain;'\ feems to me a vtrj 

languid fxpreffioa. I belitvf we fliould read, with tlie omiflioa 
of a particle: 

Even to the court, the heart, to the Jtaty (he. brain. 
He ufes ftst for throne^ the royal J(at^' which the firft editors 
probaBiy iKH^preheading, corrupted the pafl'age. It i& thus ufed 
in Richard II/ ABt HI. fc. iv: 

** Yea, diftafif-womea manage rully bilU 

•* Agaiuft thy feat, '* 

It (hould be obferved too, that one of the Citizen^ had juft be* 
fore charaSerifed thefe principal parts of the human fabrJck by 
iimilar metaphors : , 

♦* The kingly^xrowned head^ the vigilant eye, ' 

•* The coun/ellor hearty . ** Tyrwhitt. 
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And^ through the cranks and offices of man, ^ 
The Jirongejl nerves, and Jmall inferior veins ^ 
From me receive that natural competency 
Whereby they live : And though that all at once. 
You, my good friends, {this fays the belly,) mark 
me, — 



IL have too great refped for even theconjeduret of my r.efpedablc 
and very judicious friend, to fupprcfs his note, though it appears 
to nie erroneous. lo the prefent infta^uce 1 have not the fisalleft 
doubt, being clearly of opioion that the text is right. Brain is 
here ufed for reajon or underflanding^ .Shakfpeare feems to have 
liad Camdeu as well 4s Plutarcli before him; the former of whom 
has told a Gmilar ftory ia his RtmoinSy i.6o5, and has Ukewife made 
the heart the Jiat of the hrain, or uoderfianding: *^ Hereupon they 
all agreed to pine awa-y their lafie and publike enemy. One day 
paffed over, the fecond followed very tedious, but the third day 
vras To grievous to them, that they called a common counfel. The 
eyes waxed dimme, the feete could n«t fupport the body, the armes 
'waxed lazie, the tongue faltertd, and could notify open the mat* 
ter. Therefore they all wiih one accord deftred the advice of the 
Aeart, Then Rfason laid open before them," 8cc. Remains, p.* 
109. See An Attempt to after tain the order of ShakJpeaiiS flays. 
Vol. 11. in which a circumllance is noticed, that (hews our author 
had read Camden as well as Plutarch. 

I agree, however, entirely with Mr. Tyrwhilt, in thinking that 
Jeat means here the rojal feat, the throne. 7kt feat 0} the brain, 
is put in oppofilioo with the heart, and is defcripiive of it. ^^ I 
feud it, (fays the belly,) through the blood, even to the iojal 
tejidentt, the keatl, in which the kiugly-crowned undei^ndiug 
JUs enthroned. 

So, in King Henry VI, P. II: 

" The rightful heir to England's royal ^a/." 

In like manner in Tweljih Night, our autlior has ere£led the 
throne of love in the htarf: 

" It gives a very echo to the f/iat 
" Where love is thioned. ** 
Again, in Othello : 

»' Yield up, O love, thy crown and hearted throne,** 

$ee alfo a palTage in King Henry V, where Jeai is ufpd in the 
fame feufe as here; Vol. Xlll. p. 299, n. 9. Malone. 

^ — — M# cranks and tyffices. of man, \ Ctanis are the mcandrous 
^uds of the human body. Steevens. 
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1. CiT. Ay, fir; well, well. 

Men. Though all at once cannot 

Set what I do deliver out to each ; 
Yet I can make my audit up^ that all 
From me do back receive thejlower of all, 
And leave me but the bran. What fay yen to't? 

1. CiT. It was an anfwer: How apply you this? 

Men. The fenators of Rome are this good belly. 
And you the mutinous members : For examine 
Their counfels, - and their cares; digeft- things 

rightly. 
Touching the weal o' the commop ; you fhall find,. 
No publick benefit, which you receive, 
But it proceeds, or comes, from them to you, 
And no way from yourfelves.— What do you think? 
You, the great toe of this affembly ? — 

1. CiT. I the great toe ? Why the great toe ? 

Men; For that being one o' the lowed, bafeft, 
pooreft. 
Of this mod wife rebellion, thou go'ft foremoft : 
Thou rafcal, that art worft in blood, to ruii 
Leaden firfl, gj win fome vantage,^ — 

Cranks are windings. So; in Venus snd Adonis f 

** He cranks and ctoifts, with a thoufand doubles.** 

Malonb. 
' thou rafcal^ that art worjl in blood, id run 

Lead\ft Jit J, io^ win fome vantage, J I think, we mtty better 
read, by au eafy change, 

Thou rajcal thai art worjl in blood, to ruin 
Leadjt jirjl, to win &c. 
Thou that art the meaneft by birth, art the foremoft Xo lead 
thy fellows to ruin, in hope of fome adiwotage. The mcaniag, 
however, is perhaps only this, Thou that art a bound, or running 
dog of the loweft breed, lead'ft the pack, when an)r thing is to 
be gotten. Johnson. ; 

WorJ in blood may be the true reading. In Khtg Henry YU P. I s 
»* If w<- be Engltfti deer, be theij in bloody " 
i. f. high fpirits, in vigour. ' " , * 
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But make you ready your nifFbats and clubs ; 
Rome and her rats are at the point of battle. 
The one fide muft have bale/ — Hail, noble Mar-* 
ciiis ! 

Enter Caius MARCiys. 

Mar. Thanks. — What's the matter, you diflcn* 
tious rogues, 
That rubbing the poor itch of your opinion, 
Make yourfclves fcabs? 

* 

Again, in this play of CorieUnus^ A8. IV. fc; v. ** But when 
they {hall fee his creft up again, and the man in bloody'* kc, 

M^. M. Mafon judicioufly obferves that blo4>H, in all thefe paf« 
fages, is applu-d to detr^ for fi lean dger is called a rafcal; and that 
*• worft in blood,'* is Itajl in vigour'* Steevens. 

l^oth rafcul and in blood are terms of the foreft. Bajcal roeant^a 
lean deer, and is here lifed eqoiivocally. The phrafe fii blood has 
been proved in a former note to be a phrafe of tlie foreft. Sec 

Vol. XIV. p. 120, u 2. 

Our author fe!dom is- carefal that his comparifons (hould zxi^tt 
on both (ides He feems to mean here, thpu, worthlefs fcoundrel, 
though, like a. deer not in blood, thou art in the word couditt^m 
for running of all the herd of plebeians, takeft the lead in this tu- 
mult, in order to obtain fome private advantage to yoorfelf. What 
advantage th^ loremotl of a heid of deer could obtain, is not eaff 
to point out, nor did Shakfpeare, I believe, confider. Perhaps 
indeed he only ufei rafcal io its ordinary f^nfe. So afterwards — 
*' From -vajcals worfe than they.** 

Dr* Johofon's interpretation appears to me inadmiflible ; as tht 
term, iho«igh it is appltcable both in its original and metai^horical 
fenfe to a man, caicioot, I think, be applfed to a dog^ oor bav« I 
found any inftance of the term in blood being applied to the canine 
fpecies. Malom. 

^ Tht ontjidt mujl kavt bale. ] Bait is an old Saxon word, for 
mi/€ry or tsUtmity.' 

«' For light (he bated a« tbe deadly bah.*' 

Sftnftr*^ fairy Q^een, 

Mr. M. Mafon •bfenres that «< balt^ as well as ^»/f Ggnified 
poifon in Shakfpeare*« days. Steevbns. 

Tbfs word was antiquated, in Sbakfpeare*s time, beinf; marked 
as obfolcte by BuUokar, iu his Englifli ExfxifitOf^ |6|6. Malomb. 
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1. CiT. We have ever yonr good word. 

Mar. He that will give good words to thee, will 

flatter 
Beneath abhorring. — ^What would you have, you 

curs, 
That like nor peace, nor war? the one affrights you. 
The other makes you proud. ^ He that irults to you, 
Where he fhould find you lions, finds you hares ; 
Where foxes, geefe: You are no fuicr, no, 
Than is the coal of fire upon the ice. 
Or h^ilftone in the fun. Your virtue is, 
To make him worthy, whofe offence fubdues him. 
And Curfe that juftice did it.** Who deferves great- 

nefs, 
Deferves your bate : and your affeflions arc 
A fick man's appetite, who defires moft that 
Which would increafe his evil. He that depends 
Upon your favours, fwims with fins of lead, 
And hews down oaks with rufties. Hang ye! Truft 

ye ? 
With every minute you do change a mind ; 
And call him noble, that was now your bate. 
Him vile, that was your garland. What's the 

. matter. 
That in thefe feveral places of the city 
You cry againft the noble fenate, who. 
Under the gods, keep you in awe, vsrhich clfc 

* That like not ptace^ nor u(ar ? ike one affrights you^ 

Xht olker makis you .proud. ] Coridlaaus does, not uft thefe two 
fenteoces confequeDtially, but firft reproaches them with undeadinefif 
then with their otiier occaltoaal vices. JOHH^D^. 

* •—- — lCoi«r t/ir/«# ij, 

To mtkk^ kirn worthy^ . wkoft offence fubdues him-, 

And curfe ikatjujice did it. ] i. e. Your virtue, is to- fpeak well 
oCjhifn wbom his own offences hdve fubjcded to juftice-, aod to rail 
at thofe bwg by which b« whoajk vqu praiCe was puniCbed. 

Steetens. 
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Would feed on one another?--What's their fcek- 

ing?' , . 

Men. For corn at their own rates ; Whereof, they 

fay. 
The city is well ftor'd. 

Mar. Hang *em! They fay? 

They'll fit by the fire, andprefumc to know 
What's done i' the Capitol : who's like to rife, 
Who thrives, and who declines: ^ fide faftions, and 

give out 
Conjeflural marriages; making parties flrong, 
And fecbling fuch as ftand not in their liking, 
Below their cobbled fhoes. They fay, there's grain 

enough? 
Would the nobility lay afide their ruth ,^ 
And. let me ufe my fword, I'd make a quarry 
With thoufands* of thefe quarter'd flavcs, as high 



f What*s ihelr fet king f] Setking is here ufcd fubftanttvely. — • 
The anfweir is, *» Their feeking, or/wV, (to ufc the laoguage of 
the time,) is /or corn.'* Malone. 

• who't like to rifey 

Who thrives, and who dtctines:] The words — wko thrives^ 
which deftroy (he metre, appear to be aa evident and taftelefs in- 
terpolation. They are omitted by Sir T. Hanmer. Stesvens. 

^ tkeir ruth,] i. e. t|ieir pity, compaflion. Faiifax and 

Spenfer often ufe the word. Hence th« adje^ive-^ru/Alefs, which 
is ftill current. Steevens. 
• ■ fd make a quarry 

WUk thoufands , , ., ] Why a quarry ? t fuppofe, not becaufe 

.he would pile them fquare, but becaufe he would give them for 
cartion to the birds of prey. Johnson. ' 
Soi in ^ke Miracin of MoJeSy by Diayton : 

*^ And like a quarry call them on the land.** 
See Vol. XI. p. 2»2, n 7. Steevens. 
The word quarry occurs in Macbeth, where Rofs fays to Macduff, 

*• to ftate the mauner, 

♦* Were on ihc quarry of ibcfe murdet*d deer 
•' To add the death of jou«" 
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As I could pick my lance* 

Men. Nay, thcfe arc almoft thoroughly perfua^ 
dcd; 
For though abundantly they lack difcrc^ion, 
Yet arc they paffing cowardly. But, I befccch you. 
What fays the other troop ? 

Mar. They arc diffolv*d : Hang 'em! 

They faid, they were an-hungry ; figh'd forth pro- 
verbs ; — 
That, hunger broke ftone walls ; that, dogs muft 

eat; 
That, meat was made for mouths ; that, the gods 
fent not 



In a noteoQ this laft paflage, Steevens aflerts, that quarry meaila 
game purfucd or killed, and fupporti that opiaioa by a paffage ia 
Maffinger's Guardian; and from theuce 1 fuppofe the word waa 
\ifed to exprefs a heap of fiaughtcr«d perfoai. 

In the concluding fcene of Hamlet^ when Fortinbras fees fo many 
lying dead , he fays 

** This quarry cries , on havock ! '* 
and in the laft fcene of A Wift for a Months Valerio, in defcribing 
his own ^ditious battle with the Turks, fays - 

*^ I faw the child of honour, for he was young, 
^' Deal fuch an alms among tbe fpiteful Pagans, 
** And round about his reach, invade the Turks, 
•f He had intreach'd himfclf in his dead quarries,** 

M. Masok. 

Bullokar in his Engli/h Expofitor^ 8vo. 1616, fays that '^ a quarry 

among hunters ligoifieth the reward given to hounds after they have 

hunted, or the venifon which is taken by hunting/* This fuffi* 

ciently explains the word of Goriolanus. Malone. 

■ pick my lance, ] And fo the word [pitch] is ftill pro- 
nounced in Stafford (hire, where they fay — picke me fuch a thing, 
that is, piick or throw any thing that the demander wants. Tollet. 

So, in An Account of auntient cujlomes and games ^ 8cc. Mfs. Harl. 
S057, fol. io» b. 

** To wreftle, play at firole-ball, [ftool-ball ] or to f^nne, 
•* To picke the barre, or to (hoot off a gun." 
Th^ word is again ufed in King henry VUf. with only a flight 
variation in the fpeliing: ** Til ^rcl yon o*er the pales elfc." Sec 
Vol, XVI. p. 199, n. 9. Maloni. 
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Corn for the rich men only: — With thefe flircds 
They vented their complainings ; which being an-* 

fwer'd, 
And a petition granted them, a flrange one, 
( To break the heart of generofity, ^ 
And make bold power look pale, ) they threw their 

caps 
As they would hang them on the horns o'the moon/ 
Shouting their emulation.^ 

Men. ^ What is granted them? 

Mar. Five tribunes, to defend their vulgar wit 
doms, 
Of their own choice: One's Junius Brutus, 
Sicinius Velutus, and 1 know not— 's death! 
The rabble fhould have firft unrooPd the city,^ 
Ere fo prevail'd with me : it will in time 

' -'ihe itart of geoerofity,] To give the final blow to th« 

n»hles. Genet ofity is higk birtL Johnson. 
So, in Mea/ure for Meafun : 

*' The genetous and graveft eitizeni — ;*' 
See Vol. VI. p. 180, n. 5. Stbbvens. 

* «-> — hang then on tkf horns 0* the moon^ ] So, in Antony M%i 
Cleopatra t 

^^ Let me lodge Licfaas on the hornt o*the moon.** 

Steeteni. 

* Shouting their emulation, ] Each of them ftriving to ihout louder 
than the reft. Malone. 

Emulation^ in tbeprefent iuftance, f believe, figoifies/i0^*on« Shoulm 
ing their emulation, may mean, exprejing the triumph of their fa&iom 
hj Jhouts, 

Emulation, in our author, is fometimes ufed in an unfavourable 
fenfe, and not to imply an honeft conteft for fuperiou,r excellence. 
Thus in King Henry VI, P. i: 

** the truft of £ngland*s honour 

•» Keep oflF aloof with worthlefs emulation,'' 
Again, in Troilus and CreJJidaf 

** While emulation ia the army crept.** ^ 

i. e. faftion. Stfevens. 

* unroofd the d/y, ] Old Copy — unraoJL Gorredcd by 

Mi. Rowe. Malone. 
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Win upon power, and* throw forth greater themes 

For infurre£lion's arguing.^ 

Men. This is ftrange. 

Mar. Go, get you home, you fragments! 

Enttr^a Meffenger. 

Mes. Where's Caius Marcius? 
Mar. Here: What's the matter ? 

Mes. The news is, fir, the Voices are in arms. 
Mar. 1 am glad on*t; then we fhall have means 
to vent 
Oor mufty fuperfluity: — See, our beft elders. 

Enter CoMiNius, Titus Lartius, and other 
Senators; Junius Brutus, and Sicinius Ve- 

LUTUS. 

1. Sen. Marcius, 'tis true, that you have lately 
told us; 
The Voices are in arms/ 

Mar^ They have a leader, 

TuUus Aufidins, that will put you to't. 
1 fin in envying hil nobility: 
And were 1 any thing but vybati am, 
J would wifh me onty he. 

Com. You have fought together. 

Mar. Were half to half the world by the ears, 
and he 



* For in/uTuQiQiCs arguing. ] For iofurgents to debate upon. 

Maxoni. 

' Uis (futy ikat you have lately told us ; 

The Voices are in df tni. ] Coriolanus had been juR toldhirafelf 
that the Voices were in ^arms. The meaning is, The inleliigence 
*whkk you gave us fome little time ago of the defigns of the Voices is 
Horn vtrijiedi they an in artes. Johnsom. 
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Upon my party, I'd revolt, to make 
Only my wars with him : he is a lion 
That I am proud to hunt. 

!• Sen. Then, worthy Marcius^ 

Attend upon Cominius to thcfe wars. 

Com. It is your former promife. 

Mar. Sir, it is; 

And 1 am conftant.^ — Titus Lartius, thou 
Shalt fee me once more ftrike at TuUus' face: 
What, art thou ftifF? fland'ft out? . 

Tit. No, Cams* Mardtis ; 

ril lean upon one crutch, and fight with the other, 
Ere ftay behind this bufinefs. 

Men. O, true bred! 

1. Sen. Your company to the Capitol; where, I 
know, 
Our greateft friends attend us. 

Tit. Lead you on: — 

Follow, Cominius; we muft follow you; 
Right worthy you priority.* 

Com. Noble Lartius!' 

1. Sen. Hence! To your homes, be gone. 

[ To the Citizens. 

Mar. Nay, let them follow : 

The Voices have much corn ; take thefc rats thither, 



* -^-^ conftani, ] i. e. immoveable ia my refolution. So, in 
Julius Cafar: 

«' But I atxi conjlant as the nonhern ftar.** Stbbvbns. 

' Right xuorthy you priority, ] You being right worthy of prece* 
dence. Malone. 

Mr. M. MafoQ would Tead-«-yot(r priority. Steevens. 

^ Noble Lartius ! ] Old copy— Mar /it^i. Correded by Mr. Tbeo« 
bald. ,1 am not fure that the emeodatton is neceifary. Perhaps 
Lartiuft la the latter part of the precedio^ fpecch addreflcs MArcius, 

Malonb. 
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To gnaw their garners :— .Worfhipful mntineers, 
YouV valour puts well forth :* pray, follow. 
[Exeunt Senators, Com, Mar. Tit. and Menen, 
Citizens Jieal away. 
Sic. Was ever man fo proud as is this Marcius? 
Bru. He has no equal. 

Sic. When we were chofen tribunes for the peo- 
ple,— 
Bru. MarkM you his lip, and eyes? 
Sic. Nay, but his taunts. 

Bru. Being movM, he will not fparc to gird^ the 

gods. 
Sic. Be-mock the modeft moon. 
Bru. The prefent wars devour him : he is growa 
Too proud to be fo valiapt. ^ 



* Tour valour puis wtUJorti:] That is, You have in thh md- 
tiny (hown fair bloflbms of valour. Johnson. 

So, in King Henry VIII : 

** —To-day he puts forth 

*« The -tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blofloms/* 8cc. 

MaLone. 

» . to gird — ] To fnen^ to gibe. So Falftaff ufes the 

noun, when he fays, tvery man has a gird at mi, Johnson. 
Again, in The Taming of a Shrew : 

V« I thank thee for that gird^ ^ood Tranio.** 
Many inRances of the ufe of this word, might be added* 

Steevens. 

To gird, as an anonymous correfpondent obferves to me, •« in 
forne parts of England means to puflt vehemently. So, whea a ram 
pufhes at any thiug with his head, they fay he girds at it." To 
gi/d Ukewife fignified, to pluck or twinge. Hence probably it 
was metaphorically ufed in the fenfe of to taunt^ or annViy by a 
Jlroke of farcafm. Cotgraye makes gird^ nip^ and twinge^ fynony- 
mous. Malone. 

* The prefent wars devour him: he is grown 

Too proud to be fo valiant,] Mr. Theobald fays. This is ob/curely 
txprejfed, but that the poet's melanin g muft certainly be, that Marcius 
uf9 confcious of^ and Jo elaii upon the notion of his ewn^ valour ^ that 
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Sic. Sux:h a natur^^ 

Tickled with good fuccefs, difdains the ftiadow 
Which he treads pn at noon : But I do wonder, 
His infolencc can brook, to be commanded 
Under Cominius. 

Bru. Fame .at the which he aims,— 

In whom already he is well grac'd,— cannot 
Better be held, nor more attained, than by 
A place below the firft: for what mifcarries 
Shall be the general's fault, though ^he perform 
To the utmoft of a man ; and giddy cenfurc 

ie is tattn up with pride, &c. Accordiog to. this ctitick then, We 
-muft conclude, that whea Sbakfpeare bad a mind to fay A man 
was taten up with pridt^ he was fo great a blunderer in cxpreffi*oa, 
as to fay, Hi was eaten up with war. But our poet wrote at anO* 
ther rate> and the blunder is his criuck's. The prejint wars devour 
Aim, is an imprecation, and fbould be To poiyted. As much as to 
fay, May he Jail in thofe wars! The reafon of the ^urfe is fubjoin- 
ed, for (fays the fpcaker) having fO much piidc with fo much va- 
lour, his life, with iucreafe of honours, is dangerous to the repub- 
lick.. Warburton. 

I am ty no means convinced that i)r^ Warburton'i punftuaiion, 
or explanation, is right: The fcnfc may be, that the prejent wari 
cnnihilate his gentler qualities. to eat up^ and confcqucntly to 
devour^ has this meaning. So, ■ in the fecond part of King Henry 
IV. Aft IV. fc. iv: 
jp «^ But thou [th/e crown] moft £nc, moft honourM, moft 

renowned, 
•' Hajl eat thy hearer up.'* 

To be <«/ up with pride^ is ftill a phrafc iti corainon and vulgar 
ufe. . 

He is grown too proud to he Jo valiant^ may figoify, his pride -i» 
Cucb as not to deferve iht accompaoyment of fo much valour. . 

S^fEEVENS, 

I concur with Mr. Steev^ns. *» The prefent wars," Shakfpeare 
ufes to exprefs the pride of Coriolanus rgroundcd on his military 
prt^wefs ; which kind of pride Brutus fays devours iiim. So, ia 
'Troilusand Crejfida, Ad II. fc. iii: 

'* — He that's proud, eats up bimfelf," 
Perhaps the meaning of the latter member of the fentence is, 
** he is grown too proud vj being lo valiant, to be endured."' 

Mx\LOM£« 

Vol. XVn. . Q 
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Will then cry out of Marcius, 0, if he 
Had borne the bujimjs ! 

Sic. Befidcs, if things go welli 

Opinion, that fo flicks on Marcius, (hail 
Of his demerits rob Cominius.^ 

Bru. Come; 

Half all Cominins' honours are to Marcius, 
Though Marcius earn'd them not; and all his 

fiaults 
To Marcius (hall be honours, though, indeed^ 
In aught he merit not. 

Sic. . Let's hence, and hear 

How the defpatch is made; and in what fafhiottp 
More than his fingularjty,® he goes 
Dpon this prefent ^£lioH« 

Bru. Let's along. [Bxeunf^ 

* Of his demerits rob COihinius, ] Merits and itmerits had anci- 
ently the fiime mcsMng: Sa, in Otkillo: 
•* — r^ and my dtmtriis 
" May fpeak,*' &c. 

Again, in* Stowe*s Chronicle^ cardinal Wi>irey fays to his fcr« 

▼ants, «^ 1 have not promoted, ipreferred, and advanced you 

all according to your Jelneriti.** Again, hi P. Holland's tranfiatioB 
o( Pliny's Epiftle to T^ Vt/pafian^ 1600: " — his demerit had bce|^ 
the greater to have tontinned his ftory." Steevens. * " 

Again, in Hall's Chronicle^ Henry Vf. fol. 69. «> -^ this noble 
ptincc, for his demerits called the good duke of Gloucefter, — .** 

' Malone. 

' Mori than hisjingularii}^ See. ] We will l«aro what be is to 
do, befides goin^ kim/elfi what are his powers, and what is hit 
appointment. Johnson. 

Perhaps, the Ivord JinguUrity implies a farcafm on Gortolatmi* 
and the fpeaker means to fay — after what faOiion, bejide tk§i m 
which his own Jingularity of di/pojition inotfis it'm, he goes into the 
'field. So, in twtijtk^night : »« Put lhyf«tf into thctftck of jiii|e- 
eri/jf * Stixvins. 
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SCENE 11. 
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Corioli. The Senate" Houfe, 

knter Tollus Aufidius, and certain Senators. 

1. Sen. So, yonr opinion is, Aufidius, 
That tbey of Rome are entered in our coonfels, 
And know how we proceed. 

AuF. Is It not yonrs? 

What ever hath been thought on^ in this ftate. 
That could be brought to' bodily a<£l ere Rome 
H;^d circumvention? Tis not four days gone/ 
Since 1 heard thence ; thefe are the wdrds: I think , 
1 have the letter here; yes, here it is: [readsi 

They have prejs'd a power, ^ but it is not known 
Whether for eajt, or wejl: The dearth is great; 
The people mutinous : and it is rumour'd^ 
Cominius, Marcius your old enemy, 

7 ^^..^fiaib been thought on ^^ — ] Old copy^l^vi. CorrcQcd 
\>y the fee bad folio. Stecvens. 

' ^Tu not four days ^one^ 1 i. 9. i^oar dzyi pafi, 

Steetens. 
* Tiey kavi prefs*d « fowtr^ ] Thus tbe modern editors. Th« 
^Id copy reads — They 'hive preji a power ; which irt;iy fignify have 
a power r««i^; from put^ Fr. So, in tkl Mtrckani oJVtnke .* 
** And I am pnjt unto it/* 
See note oU this palfa^e, A^ I. ft. I. STiCVEM. 
The fpetling of the old copy proves nothing, for particfpiles were 
generally (o /pelt in Shakfpeare's time: fo dijujl^ bltji^ &c. I 
believe ptefs^d in its ufual fenfe is right. It appears to iiave been 
^ed in Shakfpeart's time in the Ceafc of impnfs'd. So, io Plutarch's 
mt of CorioUnm, traoflaud by Sir T. North, 1379: '* — the 
^omnoA pcopifi''— would not appeaxt when she confnls called their 
names by a bill, to pre/s them for the warres.** Again, in Kin^ 
tienry VI. P. HI : 

'* From London by the king was I ^tjs'd forth.** 

Malomb* 



Digffeed by 



Google 



d2S C O R I O L A N U S. 

{Who is of Rome worfe hated than of you,) 
And Titos Lartius, a moji valiant Roman, 
Thefe three lead on this preparation 
Whither Uis bent: mojl likely, Uis for you: 
Confider of it. 

!• Sen, Our army^s in the field: 

Wc nfevcr yet made doubt but Rome was ready 
To anfwcr 'ub. 

AuF. Nor did you think it folly, 

To keep your great pretences vcil'd, till when 
They needs mud fliow thcmfelves; which in the 

hatching, 
It feem'd, appearM to Rome. By the difcovery, 
Wc (hall be fhorten'^ in our aita ; which was. 
To take in many towns, ^ ere, almoft, Rome 
Should know we were afoot. 

s. Sen. Noble Aufidius, 

Take your commiffion ; hie you to your bands; 
Let us^ alone to gu^rd Corioli: 
If they fet down before ns, for the remove 
Bring up your army ; • but, 1 think, you'll find 

' To take in tnMny towns,] To takt in is here ai in many other 
places, to fubdue* So, in Jkt Extcration oj Vulcan, by Benjonfons 

" The Globe, the glory of the Bank, 

*^ I faw with two poor chamber! isiin in, 
«* And raz'd/* Malone. 
Again, more appofitely, in Antony and CliOpaira: 

' •* cut the Ionian fea, 

«^ And take in Toryne.** Stebvkns. 
• ^— — for tkt remove 

Bring up your army ;] Says the fenator to Aufidius, Go ta your 
troops, we wiil garri/on Corioli* If the Romans befiege us, "bring 
-up your army 4o remove them. If any change flioul^d be made, I 
' would- read : 

for their remove, Johnson. , 

Tke remove 9ixid their remove are fo near in found, that tlietran* 
fcriber's ear might eafily have deceived him. But it is alvirayt 
4aogcrous to let conjedure ioofe where there ii no difficulty. 

'Malomx* 
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/ 

They have not prepared for us. 

AuF. O, doubt not that; . 

I fpeak from certainties. Nay, more, ^ > 
Some parcels of their powers arc forth already, 
And only hither ward, I leave your honours. 
If we and Cains Marcius chance to meet, 
*Tis fworn between us, wt Ihall ever ftrike 
Till one can do no more. 

All. The gods affift you ! 

AuF. And keep your honours fafc ! 

1. Sen. Farewell. 

a. Sen^. Farewell. 

All. Farewell. [Exeunt. 

SCENE III, 

/ 

Rome. An Apartment in Marcius^ houfe. 

Enter Volumnia, and Virgilia : They Jit down on 
two lowjlools, and Jew. 

Vol. I pray you, danghtcr, fing ; or exprefs your- 
felf in a more comfortable fort: If my fon were my 
hufband, I flionld freelier rejoice in that abfence 
wherein he won honour, then in the embracemenis 
of his bed, where he would fliow mod love. When 
yet he was but tender-body'd, and the only fon of 
my womb; when youth with comelinefs pluck'd 
ail gaze his way;^ when, for a day of kings' en- 

• I/peak fromceriainlies, Naf^ nort^ ] Sir Thomas Hanmer com- 
pletes this line by reading— 

I Jptak from V try certainties, ?cc. Steevfns. 

4 -J- when youth with comelinefs pluck'd all gaze his way:1 

u c. attraAed the attention of every one towards him. Pouc.s« 

Q3 
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treaties, a mother ihould tiot fell him an hotif^ froiu 
her beboldiug; 1, — confiderlng how honour would 
become fuch aperfon; that it was no better than 
pifture-Hke to hang by the wall, if renown made 
it not ftir,^^ — was pleafed to let him feck danger 
where he was like to find fame. To a cracl war 
1 fent him; from whence he returned, his brows 
bound vyith oak.f I tell tHce, daughter,-^! fprang 
not more id joy at firft hearing he was a man-child, 
than now iii firft feeing he had proved bimfelf 9, 
man. 

ViR^ Bat had he died in the bufinefs, madam ?> 
how theii? 

Vol. Then his good rep'ort fliould have been my 
fpn; I therein would have found iffue. Hear nie 
profefs fincerely --—Had I a dozen fons,^^each in 
my love alike, and none lefs de^r than thine and 
my good Marcius, — 1 had rather had eleven die 
pobly for th^ir country^ than one voluptuoufly fut- 
feitout of adion. 

MnUr a Gentlewoman. 

pENT. ^ladam, th^ lady Valeria is come to vifit 

you, 
ViR. 'Befeech you, give me leave to retire my^- 

felf. ^ . 

Vol. Indeed, you fiiall not. 
Methinks, I hear hither your hufband's drum; 
See him pluck Aufidius down by the hair; ^ 

^ hrou's hound with Oak, ] Th^ crown given by the Romans 

to him thatfaved the life of a citizen, which wai accounted more 
tionourable than any other. JoHn&on. 

' to reiirc txyfelf, J This verb aftivc ( fignlfylog to vn^h* 

irttnf) has already occurred iii ThtTtmftJts * ' ' 
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As chil4rcn frbm a bear, the Voices (hunning hioa : 
Mcthinks, I fee him ftamp thus, and 'call thus,— 
Come on, you cowards ; you mere got in/ear^ ~" 

Though you were born in Rome: His bloody brow 
With his mail'd hand then wiping, ^ forth he goes; 
Like to a barveft-man, that's taik'd to mow 
Or all, or lofc his hire. 

ViR, ^is bloody brow! 0,J^pit.e^, no blood! 

Vol. Away, you fool I it more becomes a tnan. 
Than gilt his trophy:' Thebreafts of Hecuba, 
l/Vhcn fliedid fuckle He£lor, look'd not lovelier 
Than Heftor's forehead, when it fpit forth blood 
At Grecian fwords' contending...-^TeU Valeria/ 
We are fit to bid her welcome. [Exit Gent, 

ViR. Heavens blefs my lord from fell Aufidius? 

Vol. He'll bpat Anfidius' head below his knee, 
And tread upon his neck. 

** I will thence 

" Retire me to my Milan — .** 
Again, in 7*1111011 of Athens : 

«' I have retir'd mt to a waileful cock,—** Ste'sVEnS. 
See VoL XII. p. 64, n. 6. Malone. 

• Wiik his mail'd hand then wiping,] u t. his hand covcr'd or 
ann*d with mail. DouCE. 

7 Than gilt his tr9phy : ] Gilt fnean« a fuperficial difplay of gold, 
a word now obfolete. So, in King Hinrj V s 

*' Our gaynefs and our ^t//, are all befmirch'd." 

Steevens. 

• Ai GreciMn fwords" coi^ttnding,r^ttll VaUiia^,] The accufacy of 
thciirfl folio may bp afcertained frpm the manner in which this line 
%% punted : 

At Gumn /pord, Con^tjepining, Ull Vjaleria. ^teivbhi. 
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i?^-en/«r Gentlewoman, withW al^ki^ and her UJher. 

Val. My ladies both, good day to' you. 

Vol. Sweet madam,-. 

ViR. I am glad to fee your iadyfhip. 

Val. How do you both? you arc manifeft houfe- 
keepers. What, are you fewing here? A fine fpot/ 
in good faith. — How does your little fon ? 
" ViR. V thank your Iadyfhip; well, good ma- 
dam. 

Vol. He had rather fee the fwordsi and hear a 
drum, than look upon his fchool-mafter. 

Val. O' my word, the father's fon: Til fwear, 
'tis a very pretty boy. O' my troth, I look'd upon 
him o' Wcdnefday half an hour together: he has 
fuch a confirni'd countenance. Ifaw him run after 
a gilded butterfly ; and when he caught it, he let i^t 
go again ; and after it again ; and over and over he 
comes; and up again ; catch'dit again: or whether 
his fall enrag'd him, or how 'twas, ne did fo fet his 
teeth, and tear it; O, 1 warrant, how he mam- 
mock'd it ! ^ 

Vol. One of his father's riioods. 

Val. Indeed la, 'tis a noble child. 
.Via. A crack, madam. * 



• AJint/pot^ ] This expreffioa (whatever may be the precife mean - 
iog oi it) is ilill in ufe among the vulgar: «* You have made a Jim 

Jfot of work, of it," being a common phrafe of reproach to tbofe 
v^hp have brought tbemfelves into a fcrape. Steevens. 

9 mammockM it '■ ] To mammock is to cut in pieces, or to 

tear. So, in The DtviVs Charier^ 1607: 

«« That he were cbopt in mammocks^ I could eat him.*' 

StE EVENS. 

• d crack, madam, ] Thus in CyntkiaU Revih by Ben Jonfon 5 
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Val. Come, lay afide your flitcl^ery ; I muft have 
you p!ay the idle hufwifc with me this afternoon. 

ViR. No, goodNmadam ; 1 will not out of doors. 

Val. Not out of doors! 

Vol. She (hall, (he (hall. 

ViR. Indeed, no, by your patience: I will not 
over the threfliold, till my lord return from the 
-wars. 

Val. Fie, yon confine yourfelf moft nnreafonably : 
Come, you muft go vifit the good lady that lies in, 

ViR. I will wifti her fpeedy ft'rength, and vifit 
her with my prayers ; but I cannot* go thither. 

Vol. Why, I pray you? 

ViR. 'Tis not to fave labour, nor that I want 
lt)ve. , - , 

Val. You would be another Penelope ; yet, they 
fay, all the yarn, fhe fpun in Ulyffes' abfence, did 
but fill Ithaca full of moths. Come; 1 would, your 
cambrick were fenfible as your finger, that you 
might leave pricking it for pity. Come, you fhall 
go with us. 

ViR. No, good madam, pardon me; indeed, I 
will not forth. ' ■" 

Val. In truth la, go with me; and Til tell you 
excellent news of your hufband. 

ViR. O, good madam, there can be none yet. 

Val. Verily, I do npt jeft with you; there came 
news from him laft night. 



** — — Since we are turn*d iraekt^ • let's ftudy to be like crath^ 
ad frecljr, carclefsly, and capricioufly.'* ^ 

Again, in. TAr four PrenticeM of London^ i6i5 : 
*' A notable, difTembltng lad, a cracL** 

Crack figQiHes a hoy child. See Mr. Tyrwhitt*s note on the fe* 
cond part of King Henry IV, Vol. XUI. p. 127* »• 9* Stsevens. 



Digitized by 



Google 



234 C O R I O L A N U 5. 

ViR. Indeed, madam? 

Val- In earneft, it's true ; I heard a fenatdr fpeak 
it. Thns it is>— The Voices have an army forth ; 
againft whom Cominius the general is gone, with 
one part of our Roman power : your lord, and Titus 
Lartius, are fet down before their city Corioli ; 
they nothing doubt prevailing, and to make it brief 
wars; This is true, on mine honour ; Vnd fo, I 
P^^ay> go with us. 

ViR. Give me cxcufe, good madam; IwUIobcy 
you in every thing hcteafter. 

Vol. Letheralone, lady; as Qieisnow, (he wiU 
but difeafe our better mirth. 

Val. In troth, I think, (he would ^— Fare you 
well then. — Come, good fwcetlady. -^Pr*ythee, 
Virgilia, turn thy folemncfs out o'door, and go 
along With us. 

ViR. No: at a word, madam; indeed, Imnft 
pot. 1 wifh you much mirth. 

Val. Wiell, then farewell. [Exeunt. 



S C E N E IV. 

Befcrt Corioli. 

Enter, with Drum and Colours^ MARCiuSt TiTUf^ 
Lartius, Officers^ and Soldiers. To ihemaMcf^ 
fenger. 

Mar. Yonder comes news : — A wagcr^ they have 

met. 
Lart. My^horXe tp yonrs^ no* 
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Mar. TU done. 

Lart. Agreed. 

Mar. Say, has onr general met the enemy ? 
MeS4 They lie in view; but have not fpokeai 

yet. 
Lart. ^o, die gOodhorOe is mine. 
Mar. ril buy him of you. 

Lart. No# ril nor fell, nor give him : kud you 
him/ 1 will, 
For half a hundred years. — Summon the tbwn. 
Mar. How far oflF lie thcfc armies ? 
Mes. Within this mile and half. ^ 

Mar. Then ihall we hear thegr'larum, and they 
ours. 
Now, Mars, 1 pr'ythee, make us quick in work; 
That we with fmoking fwords may march from 

hence, 
To help our fielded frieflds !' — Come,blow thy blaft* 

They found a parky. Enttr, on tht walls.fome Sena- 
tors and Others. 

Tullus Aufidius, is he within your walls? 

1. Sen. No, nor a man that fears you lefs than 
he. 
That's Icffer than a little.^ Hark, our drums 

[Alarums ajar off. 

* Witka Uu nkilt and half.] Th« two Uft viot^^n which diilwb 
(be fxieafurc, (kould be omitted ; ai we are told in p. 243, that^- 
«* *Iis 110/ a miW between the two artnief. STsiivtNS. 

"^ ^« — fielded /frfaii /J i. «« our frieadt wbo ar« to ilic ^Id of 
)>atilc. STfiivsAs. 

* nor o mitn Ikst fears ytfu left than i#, 

Tiafi lejftr than a litttt,] - Tbc fenfe requires it to ht read: 
^u^ nvt "^ m<in fkaijiats y^u mine than ii ; 
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Are bringing forth our youth: We'll break our 

walls. 
Rather than they (ball pound us up: our gates. 
Which yet fecm fhut, wc have but pinn'd with 

rufhcs ; 
They'll open of themfclves* Hark you, far off; 

[Oiher Alarums. 
There is Aufidius: lift, what work he makes 
Amongft your cloven army. 

Mar. O, they are at it ! 

Lart. Their noife be our inftru<5!lion.- — Lad- 
ders, ho ! 

The Voices enter and pafs over the Stage. ♦ 

Mar. They fear U€ not, but iffue forth their city. 
Now put your (hields before your hearts, and fight 
With hearts more proof than fhields. — Advance, 

brave Titus : 
They do difdain us much beyond our thoughts. 
Which makes me fweat with wrath. —. Come, on 

my fellows; , 

He that retires. Til take him for a Voice, 
And he fhall feel mine edge. 

Or, more probably : 

^ nor a man hut f tars you le/s tian l#, 

ThaPs tefer than a littU, Johnson. 

, The text, I am coafideat, ii right, our author almoft always 
eutaogUog himfelf when he ufes Ufs and mort. See Vol. X. p. 84, 
n. 5. Lejfer in the next line (hows that lejs in that preceding wat 
the author's word, and it is extremely improbable that be fhould 
have written — but fears you lefs, 8cc. Maloni. 

Dr. Johnfon's note appears to me unneceflary, nor do I think 
with Mr. Malone that Sbakfpeare has here entangled himfelf; but 
on the contrary that he could not have expreife^ himfelf better. 
The fenfe is <« however little TuUug Aufidius fears yoi^, there it 
not a man within the walls that fears you /{/j,** Doycs. 
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Alarums, and exeunt Romans aifd Voices, Jighting. 
The Romans are beaten back to their trenches. Re* 
enter Maroius/ 

Mar- All the cpntagion of the fouth light on 

you. 
You ihames of Rome! you herd of — Boils and 

plagues^ 
PJafter you d'er ; that you may be abhdrr'd 
Further than feen, and one infeft another 
Againft the wind a mile ! You fouls of geefe, 
That bear the Ihapes of men, how have you run 
From flaves that apes would beat? Pluto and hell! 
All hurt behind ; backs red, and faces pale • 



^ Rt'tntir Marctuj, ] The old- copy reads— Enter Marcius eurjtng, 

Steevens* 
^ Toujhames oj Rome! you herd of — Boils and plagues 8cc. ] This 
|>aflage, like almoft every other abrupt fentence id thefe plays, 
vat rendered uniptelHgi'ble in the old copy by inaccurate pundua- 
tion. Sec Vol. VI. p. 344, n. 7; Vol. VII. p. 106, n. 8, and p. 
211, n. 8, and Vol. VIII. p. 43, n. s. For the prefent regulation lam 
anfwerable. **^ You herd oi cowards T^ Marcius would fay, but 
his rage prevents him. ' , 

In a former paflage be is equally impetuous and abrupt S 
- *« — one's Junius Brutus, 
«^ Sicinius Velutus, and I know not — *fdeatb, 
»« The rabble fliould have firft," 8cc. 
Speaking of the people in a fubfequent icene, be ufes the famt 
cxpreffion : 

•*'..— Are thefe your herd ? 
»» Muft thefe have voices,'* &c. 
Again: ^* More of your converfation would infed my brainy 
being the herd/men of 4he heajtly plebeians." 

In Mr. Rowe's editiou herds was printed inflead of herd^ the 
reading of the old copy; and the pafiage has been exhibited thus 
in the modem editions*^ 

'* You fliamcs of Rome, you! Herds of boils and ^laguei 
-»* Flafter you o'er !'* Maloms. 
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With flight and agucd fear! Mend, and charge 

home, 
Or, by the fires of heavcrf, Til leave the foe, 
And make my wars oayou ; look to't: Come on; 
If you'll ftand faft, we'll beat them to their wives. 
As they us to our trenches /ollowcd. 

Another Alarum. The Voices and Romans rc'cnter^ 
and ihejighi is renewed. The Voices retire into 
Cofioli, and Mkkqws follows them to the ^ates. 

So now the gates ire ope :-^Now prove good fe- 

conds : 
'Tis for the followers fortune widens them* 
Not for the fliers : Mark me, and do the like. 

[He enters the gales^ and is Jhut in. 

1. Sol. Fool-hardinefs ! not I. 

d. Sol. Nor L 

3. Sol. Se^, they 

Have Chut lum in. [Alarum continues. 

All. To the pot, I warrant him. 

Enter TiTUS Lartius, 

LarT. What is become of Marcius ? 

All. ^ Slain, fir, doubtlefs. 

1. Sol. Following the fliers at the very heels. 
With them he enters : who, upon the fudden, 
ClappM-to their gates ; he is himfelf alone, 
To anfwer all the city. 

Lart. O noble fellow ? 

Who, fcnfiblc, outdares ^ his fenfclefs fword, 

• y^l^o, Jenfhlt, Quidaru -^— ] The Ofld cditiont rcai J 
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And, whcti it bows, flands Dp ! Thou art left, Mar-* 

cius : 
A carbuncle entire, ^ as big as tbou art, 
\Verc not fo rich a jewel. , Thou waft a foldicr 
Even to Cato's wifh : not fierce and terrible 
Only in flrokcs; but, with thy grim looks, and 



Thitlby reads: 

Who^ fenfible, eatdocs kis fenfelejs fwdfi. *. 

He it followed b/ the later cditois, but I ^bave taken only hit 
torrediou. Johnson, 

Senfihlt is here, having /irn/tf/ifffi. ■ So before: I wbuld, your 
cambrick were f$nfihU as your finger.** Though Corfolaaus hjii 
the feeling of pain like other roeo^ he t» more hardy *io dating ex- 
ploits thaki his ftnfelijs fvrord, for mfter it is bent, lie ft% lUnds 
firm in the field. Malome. > 

The thought feems to have been adopted from Sidney's Arcadia^ 
edit. i633, p. «93 : 

»» Their veiy armour by piece-mekle fell away from them: and 
yet their Belli abode the wounds conftaotly, as though it vtere leffe 
fcufiblc of fraart than the fenfeleflfe armour,** 8bc. STEtVBNi. 

* J carhun^U entirt^ kc] So, in Oihdlo: 

** If heaven had made me fuch anothtr womaiit 

** Of one entire and pcifeft chryfolile, 

*' rd not have tu'ea it for her." .MAl.ONB'i 

7 T^ou waA • ftldiir 

Evin to Cato's wi(h : not f era snd imriUi^ 

Only inproktsi he] la the old editions it was : 
-.-— Calvut* wi/h!*> ■■■■ 

Plutarch, in the Lift #/ Corittanns^ tdates this as the ophiioo i>f 
Gato the Elder, that a great foklier (hould carry terrour in his loolii 
and tone of voice; and the poet, hereby following the hiflorian^ i| 
fallen into a great chronological impropriety. TfTEOBALO. 

The old copy reads — Calues wifh.. The corredion made bj^ 
Theobald is fully juftified by the paffagc in Plutarch, which Shak- 
fpeare had in view : *^ Martius, being there [before CorioU] at ths^t 
time, ronning out of the campe with a fewe men with him, he flue 
the firfl enemies he met withall, and made the left of them flaye 
upon a fodaine ; crying^ out to th« Romaines that bad turned their 
backes, and calling them againe to fight with a lo'wde voyce. 
For he was even fuch another as Cato would have a fouldier and ;| 
Mptaine to be^ not only ttrrihli and fitrce to lay about him, but 
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The thunder-like percufGon of tVy fonnds. 

Thou mad'ft thine enemies (hake, as if the world 

Were feverous, and did tremble. ' 

Re-'Cntcr Marcius, bleeding, ajfaulted by the enemj^ 

1. Sol. Look, fir. 

Lart. *Tis Marcias : 

Let's /etc h^him off, or make remain ^, alike. 

[Theyjight^ and all enter the city. 



to make the encmie afeard with tkt Jownit of Us voyct nnd grimntts 
9j its countinanct,** North's Tranflaiion of Plutaicb, i57g, p. 240.^ 
Mr. M. Mafon fuppofcs that ShakCpeare, to avoid the chroaolo^ 
gical impropriety, put this faying of the elder Cat9 ** into the 
mouth of a certain Calvus^ who might have livecl a^ any time.** 
Had Shakfpeare known that Cato was not contemporary with Co* 
riolanus, (for there is nothing in the foregoing paflage to make, 
faim even /u/j^^^^that was the cate,) and in confequence made this 
alteration, he would have attended iu this particular inftance to a 
point, of which aliDoft every page of hi^ works ihows that he was 
totally negligeiit; a fuppofition which is fo improbable, that 1 have 
no doubt the corredion that has been adopted b> the modern edi- 
tors, is right. Iu the firfl ad of this play, we have Lucius and 
Marcius printed inftead of 'Lariius^ in the origiual atid ouly^authen* 
tick ancient copy. The fubftitution of Calues, inftead of Cato*s^ 
is tafily accounted for. Shakfpeare wrote, according to the mode 
of his time, Catoes wifli; (So, in Beaumont's Idafqut^ i6i3 : 

*^ And what will Juno^j liis do for her?'*) 
omitting to draw a litie acrofs the /, and writing the inaccurately, 
the tranfcriber or printer gave us Caluts. See a fubfcquent paflage 
in Ad II. fc. utt in which our author has been led by another 
paflage in Plutarch into a fimilar anachronifm. ,Malon£. 
7 as if ike world / 

Werejeverous^ and^ did 4Temble'] So, in Macbetit 

^'' fome fay, the eanh 

»« Was feverous, and did (hake^ Steevens. 

' make remain — ] is an old manner of fpeakiog, which 

means no more than remain, Hanmer. 
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SCENE V. 

Within the town. A Street. 

Enter tertain Romans, wilh Jpoih^ 

* 
i, Rom. This will I carry to Rome, 
s. Rom. And I this. 

3. Rom. A murrain on't! I took this for filvef* 
\^ Alarum continues Jlill tifar offi, 

JEnier MArcius, cind Tttits LaHtIus, with a 
trumpet. 

^ Mar. See hetc thcfe movers, that do priie thdr 

hodrs ^ 
Atacrack'd drachm! Cufliiotis, leadeti fpoohsi 
Irons of a doit, doublets that hangmen would 
Bury with thofe that wore them, * thefe bafe flaves^ 



v^ — — priti tketr hbuT$ ^] Mr. Popt arbitrarily changed the 

word kours to honours^ and Dr. Johpfou, too balmily I thinks, ^p^ 
proves of the alteratidn^ Every page oiF Mr. Tope's edition aboundi 
With finular innovations. NValone. 

A modern editor, who bad iiiade fuch an improvement^ would 
have fpent half a pigc ih bltentation df his fagaeity. JOHNSON. 

Goriolanus blames \}ic Roman ioldiers only for wafting their iimt 
in ^aciinc up trifles of fuch fmall value. So, in Sir Tboraaft 
Ndrth s TrattOation oi Plutarch: ** Martius was marveillous angry 
with them, and cried out on them, that it was uo time now to look>e 
after fpoyle, and to ronne ilraggling here and there to enrich 
(Uemfclves, whill) the Other conful and their fellow citizens pet* 
adventure were fighting with their enemies. ** Steevens. 

» doiihUti that hangmen would 

Bury with thofe that wore them^ ] Inftead of taking them 41 
their lawf^ul perqiiiflte. Sec Vol. Vt p. i3i, m 5. Malomx. 

Vol. XVII. R 
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Ere yet the fight be done, pack up : — Down with 

them. — 
And hark, what noife the general makes!-. To 

him : -r- 
There is the man of my fonl's hate, Aufidius, 
Piercing our Romans: Then, valiant Titus, take 
Convenient numbers to make good the city ; 
Whilft I, with thofe that have the fpirit, will haftc 
To help Cominius, 

Lart. Worthy fir, tl^ou bleed'ft; 

Thy cxercife hath been too yiolcnt for 
A fccond couifc of fighu 

Mar. Sir, praifc me not: 

My work hath yet not warm'd me : Fare you well.- 
The blood I drop is rather pbyfical 
Than dangerous to me: To Aufidius thus 
I will appear, and fight, 

Lart. Now the fair goddefs. Fortune,* 

Fall deep in love with the? ; and her great d^arnxa 
Mifguide thy opppfers' fwords ! Bold geotleqisint 
Pi;o(perity he thy page ! 

Mar. Thy friend no lefs 

Than thofe flie placeth higheft ! So, farewell. 

Lart. Thou worthieft Marcius!— • 

Go, found thy trumpet in the market-place ; 
CjiU thither all the oncers of the towp^ 
Where they fliall know our mind: Away. 

[E^ceunL 

* Tkan dlmgerovs to ire: t» Aufidius thus 
I wilt appear^ and fghf, > 

Lart. JVouf the Jain goddefs, Fortnnt^] The metre ' being li ere 
violated, I think we might fafely read whli Sir T. Uanmer (omitting 
•the words — to me) : 

Than dangereus .* Ttf Aufidius tins uUl I 
Apftar, andjigki,^ "" 

Now tht JaiT goddefs^ Ftrjune, --. Stee,Ve;cs. 
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SCENE \X 

Ntar the Camp of Comitiins. 

Enter Cominius and forces ^ retreating. 

Com. Breathe ypHi my friends i well fought: wc 
are cotn^ ofF 
Like Kom^ns, neither fooh'Qi in our ftands. 
Nor cowardly in retire: believe mc, fir$» 
We (hall be cbatg^d ag^n. Whiles wc have ftrnck^ 
By interims, and conveying gufts* we have heard 
The charges of our friends : — The Roman gpd^, 
Lead ibcir fucccffes as we wilb our own ; * 
That both our powers, with fmiling fronts encoun- 
t>iqg, 

'^ Enter u Me (Ten get. 

M^y ^yc ygu ith^n^fui facrifi^e ! — Thy news? 

Mes. The citizens of Corioli have iffned, - ^ 
And given to Lartin^ ^nd to Marcius battle: 
1 faw our party to their trenches driven, 
And thtn 1 came away. 

Com. Though thou fpeak'ft trmh, 

,Methiuks, thou fpcak'ft not well. How long is't 
fince ? 

Mes. Above art hour, my lord. - 

Com. 'Tis not a mile ; briefly we heard their 
drumsi: 



^ — tht Roman gods^ 

Lead their jttccejfes as wtvfijh p*f9wni'\ i. «i. May tbe.Kon^a 
gods,' &c. MAl.ON£. 

R a 
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How could'ft thou in a mile confound an hour, ^ 
And bring thy news fo late? 

Mes. Spies of the Voices 

Held me in chafe, that 1 was forc'd to wheel 
Three or four miles about ; elfe had I, fir. 
Half an hour fince brought my report. 

Enter Marcius. 

Com. Who*s yonder, 

That does appear as he were flay'd ? O gods ! 
He has the ftamp of Marcius ; and I have 
Before-time fccn him thus. 

Mar. Come I too late? 

Com. The fhepherd knows not thunder from a 
tabor. 
More than 1 know the found of Marcius^ tongue 
From every meaner man^s. * 

Mar. Come I too late? 



^ •— confound an kour^ ] Confound is htre ufed not in iti comnon 
acceptation, but in the fcnfc of— -/a ixpeni, Goatcrcre tempvt. 

MalonJU 

So, in King Henry IV P. I. Ad. I. fc. iii : 

«( He did confound lUt beftpartof an hour,** &c. 'STebt^ns. 

* From ev^fj meantr man*s. ] f Old copy— . meaner auifi. ] That 
is, from iXat of 'every meaner man^ . This kind of phrafeology i» 
found in many places in tbefe plays; and as the peculiarities of our 
auihor, or rather the janguagje of his age, ought to be fcrupu* 
loufly attended to, Hanmcr and the fubfequent editors who read 
here — eveiy meaner nans^ ought not in my apprehenfion to be 
followed, though we fliouid now write fo. Malomc. 

. When I am certified that this,- and many correfpondin^ offeocef 
againft grammar, we>e common to the writers of our author's age, 
~1 (hall not perfevere in correding them. But While 1 fufped (as 
in the prefent inftancc ) that fuch irregularities were the gibberifh 
of a theatre, or the blunders of a tranfcriber, I (ball forbear to 
let nonfenfe before my readers; efpecially when it can be avoided 
by the infenion of a fiugle letter, which indeed might ^tvc drop* 
ped out at the piefs. Steevkxjs. 
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Com. Ay, if you come not in the blood of others. 
Bat mantled in your own. 

Mar. O! let me clip you 

In arms as found, as when I vvod'd ; in heart 
As merry, as when our nuptial day was done, 
And tapers burn'd to bedward. ^ 

Com. Flower of warriors, • 

How is't with Titus Lartius ? 

Mar. As with a man bufied about; decrees : ^ 
Condemning fome to deaths and fome to exile ; 
Ranfoming him, or pitying,^ threatening the other; 
Holding Corioli in the name of Rome, 
Even like a fawning greyhound in the leafli^ 
To let him flip at will. 

Com. Where is that flave. 

Which told me they had beat you to your trenches? 
Where is he? Call him hither. 

Mar.^ Let him alone, 

He did inform the truth: But for our gentlemen, 
The common file, (A plague!^ — Tribunes for them!)' 
The raoufe ne'er fhunn'd the cat, as they did budge 
From rafcals worfe than they. 

Com. But how prevailed you? 

Mar. Will the time ferve to tell? I do not 
think — 



• to bedward. ] So, in Alhumatar^ i6.i5: 

** Sweats hourly for a dry brown cruft to hedward. " 

STE EVENS, 

Again, in Peachara's Camplett Cenileman^ 1627: '* Leaping, upon 
a fuU ftomach, or to bedward, i% very dangerous." Malone. 

Again, in T*** Legend of Cardinal Lorraine^ l^'n^ figo- G. i : ; 
*• They donfed alfo, left fo foon as their backs were turned to 
the courtwtfrrf, and that ihey bad given over the dealings in the 
alfairs, there would come in infinite complaints. '\ Reed. 

» Ranfoming Aim, or pitving, ] i. e. remitting hit ranfOM, 

' ' Johnson. 

R.3 
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Where is the ehchiy? Are you lords o' thi field? 
If not, why ceafe you till you arc fo? 

Com. Marcius, 

We have at difadvantage fought and did ' 
Retire, to win our purpofe. 

Mar. How lies their battle ? Know you on 
• . which fide*. 

They haveplacM their men of truft? 

Com. As 1 gucfs, Marcius, 

Their bands i' the vaward are the Antiates,^ 
Of their belt truft : o'er them Aufidius, 
Their very heart of hope. * 

Mar. I do bcfecch you. 

By all the battles wherein uc have fought, 
' By the blood we have (hed together, by the voWs 
We have made to endure friends, that you direftly 



• 011 which Jide Sec. ] So, in the old traoflation of Plutarch 

^* Martius a(ked him bbwe the order of tbe enenbres battell wiis« 
' aod on wbicb iide they had placed their beft fighting men. The 
conful made him aunfwcr that he thought the baodes which were 
in the vaward of their battell, were tbpfe of the Antiates, whoiti 
they eReemed to be tbe warlikeft men, and wbich for valiant cora|[fe 
would gevc no place to any of the hoHe of their enemies. Then 
prayed Martius to be fet diredly againft them. The coaful grauntcd 
htm, greatly pray Ong^ bis corage. *' SrsEVfiNS. " • 

* Antiaifs^ ] The old copy reads — Jntintis^ which might 

mean veterans ; but a following line, as well as the previous quo- 
tation, feems to prove Antiates to be the proper reading : 

** Set me againft Anfidius and his Ahiimttf,** « 

Our author employs — Antiates as a trifyllable, as if it bad been 
written — Antials. Steevens. 

Mr. Pope made the corredion. Malone. 

• their ver) heart of hope. ] The fame expreflion is found in 
MatloweV LuJVs DomiHion : 

*"• , thy defperat^ arrti 

*^ Hath almolt thrufi quite through the heart $f iope. ** 

Malpke. 
lo King Henry JV, P. I. we have 

'* The very bottom and the foul of hope. " ST£EVbm$. 



Digitized by Google 



C O R I O L A N U i. J47 

Set mc agaitift Au'fidius, and his Annates: 
And that you not delay the prjcfent; ^ btit. 
Filling th'e air with fvVords advanced, ^ and darts, * 
We prove this vtry hour. 

Com. Though I could Wilh 

You were conducted tp ^ gentle bath. 
And b^lms applied to yoU, yfet datie I nfcv'cr 
Deny y6ilr afking ; take your choice of thofe 
That btft can aid your aftion. 

Mar. Thbfe ar# thby 

That mofl are willing: — IF any fuch be here, 
(As it were fm to doubt) that love this paiiiting 
Wherein you fee m'e ftoeat'd ; if any fear 
Leffet his perfon than an ill report;^ 
If any think, brav^ death outweighs bad life, 
And that bis cbuntty's dearer than hinoifelf: 
Let him, alone, or fo tnany^ fo minded^ 
Wavt thtis, [waving his hand.] to exprefs his dit- 

pofuion. 
And follow Marcius. 

[They all J)iout, and wave their /words ; take 
him up in their arms^ and cajl up thtir <aps. 

^ And HMt ^(tuvol dihy the ptftyit i ] D^^f^ fbr let fll^. 

Warburton. 
* puiords advancdj] Thai is, fwotclfc lifted high. John&on. 

f p- if any jtar 

Leffer' Atj prfon than an itt updrt; ] The old copy has ttjjliii. If 
the firefetit reading, which -w^s idtr6duc^d by Mr. Stb^vehft, be 
fight, kii perfon muft mean iih perfoniii dangtt, — If any dae lets 
fekrs^ ^erfonai danger than an (U nadi^, &c. If the Itars bf any 
iban are iefs for his petfbn, ihin thty Are from an ap|)rtticbfion 
df being efteemid a coward^ &c. We have neatly the lame fen* 
timent in Tfoilus Aiti CreJJida: 

^* if ihetc be one among tli« fair*ft nf Greece, 
»* That holds his honour higher than his tafe, 1^. '• 
Again, in King Henry VI , P. Ill : 

** fint thon prtfcr'ft thy life btfdre thinfc honour. *• 
In this play we have already had ifjfer ufcd for b/s, MAlo*;!. 

R 4 
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CORXOLANUS. 



O mc, alone ! Make you a fword of rae ? 
If thefc (hows be not outward, which of yoi| 
But is four Voices? None of yoq, but is 
Able to bear agalnft the great Aufidius 
A (hield as liara as his. A certain number. 
Though thanks to all, muft I fele<^: the reft 
Shall bear^ the bqfinefs in fome other %ht. 
As caafc will be obey'd. Pleafe you to march ; 
And four Jhall quickly draw out my coqimand. 
Which meij are bcft inclin'd. ^ 



< Thugk iUnks 19 «//, / muf JdeH: tU rtji 

Shall hear 8cc. ] The old copy — I rauft UXtBiJrom slL I have 
followed Sir Thomas HaDmer in the omiffion of words apparcDily 
needlcfs and redaadaat. Steev£NS. 
• —- :- Flea/t you to march i 

And (out Jhall quickly draw out n/ command^ 
Which men an bejl inclind. ] I caanot but fufped this pafTage 
of corruption. Why (hould they laarci, that four might feleft 
^bqfe that were btfi inc^nd ? How wpuld their inclviatioos he 
known? Who were the /our that (hould fcledthem? Perhaps, wc 
may read: 

Tleafi you it march ; 

And fear /halt quickly draw out of ny command^ 
Which men are leaft inclined. 
It is eafy to conceive that, by a little negligence, fear, might be 
changed to four^ and leajl to b*J. Let us march, and that feacT 
which incites defertioo will free my army from cowards. 

JOHNSOK. 

Mr. Heath thinks the poet wrote : 

»' And fo J (hall quickly draw out, *' &c. 

Some fcnfe, however, may be extorted from the ancient reading. 
Coriolanus may mean, that as all the foldiers have offered to atieod. 
htm ou this expedition^ and be wants only a pari oi them, he will 
fubmit the feltftion to four indifferent perfons, that he himfelf 
may cfcape the charge of partiality. If this be the drift of Shak« 
fpeare, he has exprcQed it with uncqjnmon obfcurity. The old 
tranilation of Plutarch only fays, ** Wherefore, with thoie that 
willingly offered themfelvcs to fpUowe him, he went out of the 
cittie. •• Steeveks. 

Coriolanus nfkeaus only to fay, that he would appoint four perfons 
to feled for his particular command or party, thofe who were beft 
iacliQcd ; and iu ordc^ to li^ve tioae, he propofes to have this choice 
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Com. March on, my fellows : 

Make good this oftentarion, and you Ihall 
Divide in all with us. [ Exeunt. 



SCENE VII. 

The Gates of Corioli. 

TlTVSlaAKTWS^ having Jet a guard upon Corioli, 
going with a dfum and trumpet toward Cominius 
and Caius Marcius, enters with a lieutenant^ a 
party oj Joldters^ and a Jcout, 

Lart. So, let the ports ' be guarded : keep your 
duties, 
As I have fet them down. If I do fend, defpatch^ 
Thofe centuries * to our aid ; the reft will ferve 
For a fhort holding: If we lofe the field, 
We cannot keep the town. 

Lieu* Fear not our care, fir. 

Lart. Hence, and fliut your gates upon us — 
Our guider, come ; to the Roman camp condn6l us. 

[ Exeunt. 



made, while the ^rmy is marching forward. They all march to- 
wards the enemy, and oa the way he choofcs thofe who are to go 
on that particular fervice. M. Mason. < 

7 ike ports — ] i. e. the gates. So, in Timon of Athens: 

" Defcend, and open your uncharged forti.'* Stelvens. 

• T'A(?/> centuries — ] i. e. coropahies conlifting each of a hun<« 
dred men. Our author fometime^ ufes this word to exprefs fimply 
r^Si hundred; as in Cymlt^line: 

** And on it faid a century of prayers/* Steevens. 
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SCENE vin. 

A Jield of bdtlU between the Roman and Volcian 
, Camps. 

Alarum. Enter Marcius and Aufidius. , 

Mar» I'll figbt with none but thee ; for I do 
hate thee 
Worfe than a promife-breaker. 

AuF. We hate alike; 

Not Africk owns a ferpetit, 1 ^thor 
More than thy fame and envy : ' Fix tliy foot. 

Mar. Let the firft budger die the other's flave, 
And the gads doom him after!* 

AuF. ' If I fly, Marcius, 

Halloo me like a hare. 

MaRw Within thcfe thtee hours, l'tillu«, 

Alone 1 fought in your Corioli Walls,^ 
And made what work 1 pleas'd: 'Tis not my blood, 
Wherein thou feeft ifte malk'd; for thy revenge, 
Wrench, up thy power to the highefl. 

7 iky Jattii and envy ; ] Envy here as ia many other placet, 

means, miilict. See Vol. XVI. p. 6i, p. 9. Malone. 

The phrafe — death and konowy being allowed^ in our author's 
language, to fi^nify no more thzn^ honour ablt dtmtk^ fo fan* and/ 
«Ki7, may only mean — dete fed ox odious jam*. The verb — \6 envy^ 
in ancient language, ^gnifies to hale^ Or the conRrudibn may be 
-m-Jfot Africk owns a Jerpent I more ahkor and envy^ than ifyjame. 

^ Stecv^ms. 

* And the gods doom hini ajhf ! ] Sd, itt H^i^elk s 

'^ And damn d be him who firft crie». Hold, Enouj^h !'* ^ 

ST££VIN<« 
5 Within ihefe three hours, Tuflus, 
Alone_ I f ought in jour Corioii walls, ] If the name of TiiUus be 
emitted, the metre will become regular. St££V£NS. 
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ACf. Wert thou the HcAor, 

That was the whip of your bragg'd progeny/ 
Thou Ihould'ft not fcapc me hete.— ^ 

[ Theyjight, and certain Voices comt to the aid 
of Aufidius. 
Officious, and not valiant — you have (ham'd me 
In your <;ondemned feconds* ^ 

[ Exeunt Jighting, driven in by Marcius. 

' Wirt a0u ike Htaou 

That was the whip, 0/ your hras£d progeny^'] The Romani 
boafted tbcmfclves dcfcended from the Trojaos ; how tbea wat . 
' Hedor the whip of tktir frogtnyf It mud mean the whip vritU 
which tbc Trojans fvourgea the Greeks, which cannot be hut by a 
very unufual couftrudion, or the author muft have forgot^n the 
original of the Romans; unUfs whip has fome roeaniiig which in- 
cludes advantagt or fuperiorUy^ as we fay, hf has tkt whip-band, 
for he has the advantage. Johnson. 

Dr. JohnfoA confiders this as a very unufual conflrudion, but it 
afvpears to me only fuch as every page of thefe plays furui(hes; and 
the foregoing interpretation is rn my opinion undoubtedly the true 
one. An anonymous correfpoodeut juiily obferves, that the words 
mean, **,the whip that your bragg*d progeny \tAi pojfrfi'd 0/.** 

MaloW^, 

Whip might anciently be ufed, as crack is now, to denote any 
thifig peculiarly boatted of; as — the crack houfe in the county, — 
the crack boy of a fchool, i:C. Modern phrafeology, perhaps, has 
olily pafifed from the wkip^ to the crack of it. Steevens. 

^ — — you kave Jhavi'd mt 

In your condemned ftconds. ] For conditnntdy we may read eon* 
itmntd. You have, to my ftiame, feut me help whick J dajptft, 

JOilNSON. 

^N\\y may we ht)t as well be contentied wUh the oM reiiding, and 
explain it. You iai/*, to my Jhamiy /eni me Uip^ v/kich I m'ujt con- 
demn as intrujix)e^ hflead Of appldudihg it as necejfary ? Mr. M. Mafoti 
propofes to read/«(on</ inftead oi feconds ; but the latter is right. 
So Kioglcar: ^^ tio /econdsl all myfclf?" Steeven's. 

We have had the fame phrafe in the fourth fcene of this play: 
*♦ Now prove ^ood Jeconds T* Malon£« 
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S C E N E IX. 

The Roman Camp. 

Alarum. A Retreat is founded. Flourijh. Enter 
at one fide, Gominius, and Romans; at the other 
Jide, Marcius, with his arm in a Jcarf, and other 
Romans. 

Com. Iflfhould tell thee ^ o'er this thy day's 
work, 
ThouUt not believe thy deeds: but Til report it. 
Where fenators Ihall mingle tears with fmiles ; 
Where great patricians (hall attend, arid fhrug. 
r the end, admire; where ladies fhall be frighted, 



* // tjhould tell thee 8cc. ] So, in ihc old tranflation ^f Fhtarck : 
'» There the coiiful Cominius going «p to hi» chayer of ftate, in 
the prefcQcc of ihe whole armie, gaue thankcs to the goddcs for 
fo great, glorious, and profpcrous a viAorie: then he fpake to 
Mariiuf, whofe valliantnes he comraeuded beyond the moooe, 
both for that he himfelfe fawe him doe with his eyes, as alfo for 
that Martins had reported vnto him. So in the ende he willed 
Martini, he fhould choofe out'of all the horfes they had taken of 
their enemies, and of all the goodes they had wonoe ( whereof there 
was great ftore) tenne of cuery forte which he liked beft, before 
any diftribution (hould be made to other. Befides this great ho- 
notable offer he had made him, he gaue him in teftimonie that he 
had wonne that daye the price of prowes above all either, a goodly 
horfe with a cappari/on^ and all furniture to him : which the wholt 
armie beholding, dyd marveloufly praife and commend. Eut Mar. 
tins ftepping forth, told the conful, he moft thaockefuUy accepted 
the gifte of his horfe, and was a glad man befides, that his feruicc 
had defcrued his gencralls commendation : and as for his other 
oflfer, which was rather a mercenary reward, than an honourable 
recompence, he would none of it, but was contented to b^.ue hit 
equiill parte with other fouldiers." Steevens. 
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And, gladly quak'd,^ hear more; where the dull 

Tribunes, 
That, with the fufty plebeians, hate thine honours, 
Shall fay, againft their hearts, — We thank the gods. 
Our Rome hath fuck a Joldier! — 
Yet cam'ft thou to a morfel of this fcafl, 
Having fully dia*d before. 

"Enter Titus Lartius, with his power, from the 

purjuil. 

Lart; O general. 

Here is the fteed, we the caparifon :^ 
Hadft thou beheld — 

Mar. Pray now, no more: my mother, 

Who has a charter to extoP her blood. 
When (be doespraife.me, giieves me. I have done, 
As you have done; that's^whatl can; induc'd 
As you have been ; that's for my country: * 
He, that has but efFefled his good will, 
Hath overtaken mine aft.^ 

' Andy gladly quale d^l i. e. thrown into grateful trepidation. 
To quaU is ufed likewife as a verb adive by T. Hcywood, in 
\k\i Silver Age,, iSiS: 

" We'll quake them at that bar 
** W^herc all fouls wait for fcntence.** Steevens. 
* Here is the Jieedy we ike caparifon : ] This is an odd encomium. 
The nieaning is, this man performed, ike aSinn, and we only ^tled up 
the Jhow, Johnson. 

' 1 a ikarter to extols ] A privilege to praife her own fon. 

^ . Johnson, 

• thaVs Jor my country: ] The latter word is ufed here, as 

4n other places, as a trifyllable. See Vol. IV. p. 190, n. 7. 

Malone. 
» He^ ihnt hath but ejfeBed his good wHl, 

Hath overtaken mine ad. ] That is, has done as much as I have 
done, inafmucb as my ardour to ferVe the f(ate is fach that 1 have 
At^er been able to e£Fe^ all that I wifli'd. 
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Com. You ihall not be 

The grave of your dcferving; Rome muft know 
The value of her own : 'twere a concealment 
Wprfc than a theft, no iefs than a iraduccment. 
To hide your doings ; andtofilencc that. 
Which, to the fpire and top of praifes vouch'd. 
Would feem butmodeft : Therefore, I befeech you, 
(In fign of what youare^ not to reward 
What you have done, ^) before our array hear me. 

Mar. I have fome wounds upon me, and they 
fraart 
'td hear themfelves rcn^cmber'd. 

Com. Should they not,* 

Well might they fefter ^gainft ingratitude, 
And tent themfelves with death. Of all the horfes, 
( Whereof we have ta'en good, and good ftotc, ) of- 
all ; • 

The trcafurc, in this field achiev d, and city, 
We render you the tcath; to be ta'cn forth, 
Before the common diftribuuqn, at 
Your only choice. 

Mar. I thank you, general; 

.But cannot make my heart conf^nt to take 
A bribe, to pay my fword: I do refufe it ; 
And Hand upon my common part with thofe 
That have beheld the doing, 
[A longjlmrip. They all cry, Marcius! Mar.cius! 
cajt up their caps and lances^ ; Cominius and 
L/VRTIUS, Jland bare. 

So, in Macbeth f 

»' The flighty purpofe never is overtook, 

*» Unlefs the deed goes wUU it." MALO^(. 

9 -^*_ not to Tew^r4 

WM you have d0ne, ) ] SlO, iq M«f M* .• 

«♦ To herald ihee^intP his fight, n9 1 pay thee: SteeVens. 

• Shotli they not, ] That is, not be remembered. Johnson. 
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Mab. May thcf^ (ame ipftruments, which you 
pro^ne. 
Never foun4,more! When drums and trumpets 
fhall' 



' — — When dtums and trumpets Jhali ke. ] In the old copyi 

~- whin df^ms and trumpets Jhall 

r thefieldr prove JlaJttirers^ let courts and MiS he 

Made aVl «/ falje-jacd foothing. 

When Jieel g^ows foji as the parafite'sjilki 

Let hitn he mode an overture Jor the warii-^^^ 
All here is nufcrably corrupt and disjointed. We {liould read 
the whole thus : 

xvhen drums and 'irumpets /hall 

• 7* <A' Jield prove flatterers, lat camps, as cities. 

Be rttAd^ oj fai/e-fac'd fopthing! When fleet grows 

Soft as this parafltisfllkt let hymns be made 

An overture joT the wars! — — 
The thought is this. If one thing changes its ufual natnre to ^ 
ihin^ moft oppoGte, there is no reafon but that all the reft whiclt 
depend on it (hould do fo too. [ If drums and trumpets prove 
fiauerers, let the camp bear the falfe face of the city. J And if 
another changes its ufual nature, that its oppOtfite (hould do fo too. 
[When ftecl fofiens to the condition of the paraCUe's filk, the 
peaceful hymns of devation (Kould be employed to excite to the 
charge.] Now, in the firft inftance, the thought, in tbe commoa 
reading, was entirely loft by putting in courts for €amps ; and the 
latter miferably involved in oonfenfe, by blundering hymns into 
iim* Warburton. i 

The firft part of tbe parage has, been altered, in my otpinton^ ' 
nhnecefTarily by Dr. Warburton ; and the latter not fo happily^ 
I think, as he often conjedures. In the latter part, which only [ 
mean to cooiider, ioftead of, him^ ( an evident corruption ] he fub* 
ilitutes hymns; which perhaps may palliate, but certainly has not 
cured, the wounds of the fentence. I would propofe.an alteralioo 
Qf two words: 

«* -: when fteel grows 

** Soft as the para(hc*s filk, let this [i. e. filk] be m^de 

'* A covrr^ttr* for the wars!*' 
The fcnfe will then be apt aud complete. When flecl grows Mt 
as Glk, let armour be made oj lilk inflead of fteel, TYRWHirx. 

It (hould be remcmbjere.d, th?^ the pwfoual him, is not nnfre« 
quently afed by our author, and other writeis of bit age, inflead of 
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r the field prove flatterers, kt courts and cities tx! 
Made all of falfe-facM foothing ! When ftcel grows 
Soft as the paraQte^s filk, let him be made 
An overture for the wars ! No more, 1 fay ; 
For that i have not wafh'd my nofe that bled. 
Or foil'd fomc debile wretch, — which^ without 

note, 
Here's many elfe have done,— you fhout mc forth 
In acclamations hyperbolical ; 
As if I lov'd my little fhould be dieted 
In praifes fauc'd with lies. 

Com* Too modeft afe you} 

Mote cruel to your good report, than grateful , 
To us that give you truly: by your patience^ 
Jf 'gainfl yourfelf you be incens'd, we'll put you 
(Like one that means his proper harm,) in mana« 
cles, 

}/, the neuter; and that overture^ in its n^uGcal fenfe, is not f6 
ancient as the age of Shakfpeare. What Martial has faid of MuiiuS 
Scxvola, may however be applied to Dr. WarburtooV propofed 
emendation : 

Si non errijfet^ f ear at iUe minus. Ste evens. 
^ Bullokar in bis £ii^/i/% fx^oy^/ori 8vo. 1616, interprets the word 
Overture thus: '* An overturning; a fudden change/* The latter 
fenfe fuits the prefent pafiage fufficiently well^ underflanding the 
"Word him to mean It, as Mr. Steevens has very properly explained it. 
"When fteel grows foh ai filk, let (ilk be Juddenly converted io the 
ufe of war. 

We have many expreflions equallv licentious in thefe plays. By 
Jleel Marcius means a coat of mail. So, in King Henry VI. P. Ill i 

** Shall we go throw away our coats ofjteel^ 

** And wrap our bodies in black mourning gowns?'* 
Shakfpeare has introduced a fiiniUr image in Romeo ^nd Juliet i 

*' Thy beauty hatb made me elTeminate, 

•* And in my lempci fojtsnd valour's Jeel.*' 
Overture^ I have obferved unce this note was written, wis ufcd 
by the writers of Shakfpeare's time in the fenfe of prelude or pre- 
fdralioui It is fo ufcd by Sirjohn Davics and Philemon Holbnd. 
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Then reafori fafely with you* — Therefore, be it 

known. 
As to us, to all the world, that Gains Matcins 
Wears this War^s garland: in tok^n of the which. 
My noble fteed, known to the camp, I give him. 
With all his trim belonging ; and, from this time; 
For what he did befbre Corioli, call him,^ 
With all the applauffe and clamour of the hoft, 
Caius Matciu^ Coriolanils* ^ — Bear 
The addition nobly ever! 

* Flourijh. Trurhpets founds and drums; 

All; Gains Mafcius Goriotanus ! 

GoR. 1 will go wafti ; 
And when my fice is fair, y6u ftiall pertelvit 
Whether I blufli, or no : Hbwbdit, I thank yon:-^ 
1 mean to ftrid(* ydnt fteed; and, at all tiiAes, 
To undercreft yotir good addition, 
To the fairnel^ of my power; ^ 



* fb¥ \»hhi he HU t:t,] 86, {ii the dM ttahflad^n 6i Pintdrch : 
<* After this (howtc iind aoyfd of the aflembly was foni«whai ap. 
|t«af(td,< the conful ComiDius beganhe to fpealcejn this forte. We 
canoot comp^ll Mariilis td takd thcfe gifles wt 6ner him, if h« will 
BOt receaue them: but we will geue him fache a rcwarde fot the 
noble teruice he hath dbiie, as he cannbt refute. Therefore we 
doe order and decree, that henceforth he he called Corioldnusy onles 
bis valiant adi haue wbnue him that batne before 6ur nomination. 

StfiEVfiNS. 

*- The folio— Mflrctij Caius Cofiolanus, SteeVens, 

^ r# iinabcTCrift- |rtrtt> gothrf additioti,. 

To the JMrntfs tf mji pover;] A phrafe from heraldry, figni- 
fying, that he would ^nd«avour to fupport his good opinion of 
himi Wahb&rton. v 

I ii^ d«rft^tid the mieanihg to be, t<> illuftfaft this honourable 
diftihaidu ybu have cdtifctUd oh rac by fre(h defetvings to the 
txitkki of my |)Ower. To Uiiditcftji-^ I (houlrf guefs, figuifies pro- 
|Jerly, td we;lf betiieath the cftft as a pfJHrt of a coat of arms. Ihe 
name or title now given feems to be confid^red as the crcfl$ the 

Vol. XVil. S 
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CoM» So, to our tent: 

Where, ere we do repofc us, we will write 
To Rome of our fuccefs. — You, Titus Lartius, 
Muft to Corioli back : fend us to Rome 
The beft,' with whom wc may articulate,^ 
For their own good, and ouri. 

Lart. 1 fliall, my lord. 

Cor . The gods begin to mock me. I that now 
Refus'd moft princely gifts, am bound to beg 
Of my lord general. 

Com. Take it: 'tis yours. — Whatis't? 

Cor. I fometimc lay, here in Corioli, 
At a poor man*s houfc;* he usM me kindly: 
He cry'd to me; I favv him prifoncr; 
. But then Aufidius was within my view,^ 
And wrath o'erwhelm'd my pity : I requeft you 



promifcd future achievementf as the future idditioot to tbat coat. 

Heath. 

When two engage on equal terms, we fay it is /sir ; Jtnrntfs may 
therefore be equality i in' proportion equal to my power. Johnson. 

**■ To the fairoefi of my power*'-^is, as fairly as I can. 

M. Mason. 
! * tie hejy] The chief men of CorioH. Johnson. 

9 — «-> with whom we may articulate,] i. e* enter into articles. 
This word occurs again in Henry IV. Ad V. fc. i: 
(* Indeed thefe things you have articulated,'* 
1. e. fet down article by atticle. So, in Ho1Iin(hed*e Chronicles oj 
Ireland^ p. i63: «* The earl of DeTmpnd*i treafpns articulated.** 

Steevens. 

* At a poor man*s houfes] So in the old tranflation of Plutmrchr 
«^ Only this grace (Paid he] I craue, .and befeeche you to grantme. 
Among the Voices there is an old friende and hoftc of mine, an 
honcft wealthie man, and now a prifooer, who liuiog before in 
great wealth in his owne cpuotrie, liueth now a poore prifooer in 
the handes of his enemies: and yet ootivithflanding ail this, hi* 
miferie and misfortune, it would doe me great pleafure if I could 
faue him from this one dauogec : to keepe bim from being folde at 

a fiau«.** ST£EVfiN5« 
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To give my poor hoft freedom. 

Com. O, well begg'd! 

Were he the butcher of my fon, he ihould 
Be free, as is the wind.^ Deliver him, Titus. 

Lart. Marcius, his name ? 

Cor. By Jupiter, forgot:-^ 

I am weary; yea; my memory is tirM. — 
Have we no wine here? 

Com. Oo we to our tent: 

The blood upon your vifagc dries: 'tis time 
It fliould be look'd to : come. [Exeunt. 



S C E N E X. 

The Camp of the Voices. 

AJlouriJIi. Cornets. EnterTuLLVsAvmmm bloody ^ 
with two or three Joldiers. ^ 

AuF. The town is ta'enf 

1. Sol. 'Twill be delivered back on good con- 
dition. 

AuF. Condition? — 
I would, I were a Roman ; for I cannot, 
Being a Voice, be that I am/— Condition ! 



' ^^-^r- Jf9%y as is iht mnd,'\ So, in As you like it: / 

*•*• — I muft have liberty^ 
" Withal, aB large a charter us iU wind* Malonb. 

^ Being s Voice, Sec] It may be juft obferved, that ShaVfpeare 
calls the VoUi^ Voices^ which the modem editors have changed 
to the modern termination [Volcian.] I mention it here, becaufe. 
here the change has fpoiled the meafure: 

Bting a Voice, be that I am. — Condition! Johnson* 

S 9 
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What good condition can a treaty find 

r the part that is at mercy? Five times, Marcius* 

1 have fought with thee ; fo often haft thou beat 

And would'ft do fo, I think fliould we encouatpr 

As often as we.eat.-i-By the elements, 

If e'er again I meet him beard to beard, "^ 

He is mine, or I am his : Mine emulation 

Hath not that honour iii^t, it had; for wherfe' 

I thought to (Srulb him id an equal force, 

(True fword to fword, )ril pdtch at him fomc 

way;^ 
Or wrath, or craft, may get him. 

J. Sot. He's the devil. 

AuF. Bolder, though not fo fubde: My valour's 

poifonM,' 



Tbe VoUi are called Vclcis ia Sir Thomas Nonh*s Flutarik^ and 
fo I have priated the word throughout this tragedy. STEEVEMai 

^ -meet him beard to beard,] So, in Idacbelh: 

** We might have met them dareCal, beard to beard — •** 

^UVENS. 

* Jdr where — ^j li^kire i ^ufed here, as^in iaaay other ptocci« 

for vtkereas. Ma lone. 

* /*// potch af him fome way i] Mr. Heath reads— ^oacA ; but 

fotch^ to which the objedion is made as oO £ngli(h word, is ufed in 
the midlaod counties (or a taught vUUni pujk* STEEVBNi. 

Cole ib his DiCTlONAS.y, 1679, "fftid^rs, « to patke\* fnndth 
mploraret The modern word poke is only a hard pronunciation of 
this word. So to eke was formerly written to ech, Malonb. 

In Carew*8 Suraef of Ctmtoalt^ the word potch Is ufed in alctioft 
the fame fenfe, p. 3i : ^'They ufe alfO to poche th^m (fifli) with 
an inftrument fome«lrhat like a (Wlmoin*fpeAre.*' Tollet . 

' — M> valour s poi/on'd^ &c.] The eonftruaion of this pa&ge 
vrould be clearer, if it were written thus: 

mjf valour, ^ifon'd 

With only /uffering Jain by him, for him 
Shall fiy out of itfiif. Tyrwhitt. 
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With only fuffcring ftain by him ; for him 
Shall fly out of itfclf:*^ nor flccp» nor lanfluary, 
B^ing nakcd» fick ; nor fane, nor CapitoU 
The prayers of priefts, nor times of faerificc, 
Embarquements all of fury, ^ fhall lift up 
Their rotten privilege and cuftom 'gainft 
My hate to Marcius : where I find him, were it 
At home, upon my brother's guard/ even there 
Againft the hofpitable canon, would I ' 
Waih my fierce hand in his heart. Go you to the 
city; 

The amendment propofed by Tyrwhitt would make the coaftmc- 
tion clear; but 1 think the paflage will run better thus, and with 
as little deviatioa from the text : — 

my valour*s poifon'd; 

Wkick only fufferiog ftain by hint, for him 
Shall fly out ofitfelf. M. Mason. 

» fer kirn 

Shall Jly out ej iifelj: ] To piiCchief him, my falour (hould 
diviaUjrom its own native generoiity> Johnson, 

• — nerjleip, n^r /•■flurry, 8tc, 

Embarquements uU offury^ 8cc. ] The word, in the old copy, 
is fpelt inbarquemints^ and, as Cotgrave fays, meant not only an 
gmhsrUiion^ but an $mkm-g0ing. Tit roiitn priviii/^t and cuftom 
that follow, feem to favour this explanation, and therefore the old 
reading may well enough ftand, as an tmhargo is undoubtedly an 
impediment. Steevens. 

In Sherwood's Englifh and French Diftionary at the end of Cot- 
grave's, we find : 

•• To imbark, to imbarjEue. Embarquer, 

*« An imbarking, an imbarguing. Enbarquement,*^ 

Cole in his Latin Didionary, 1679, has ** to imbargue^ or lay 
an imbargo upon.** There can be no doubt therefore that the old 
copy is right. — If we derive the wt>rd from the Spaniflx, embargar^ 
p«rliaps we ought to write embargementz but Shakfpeare*s word 
certainly came to us from the French, and therefore is more pro- 
perly written embarquements ^ or embarkmenis, Malone. 

* At home^ upon my brother's guards ] In my own houfe, -with 
fay brother pofted to proted him. Johnson. 

So^ in Othello : 

*» --^ and en the court of gnardj^r." Stiivihs • 

S 3 
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Learn« how 'tis held; and what they are, that muft 
Be hoftages for Rome. 

1. Sol. Will not you go? 

AuF. 1 am attended* at the cyprefs grove : 
I pray you, 

fTis fouih the city mills, ^) brin^ me word thither 
How the world goes ; that to the pace oi; it 
1 may fpur on my journey. 

1. Sol. I (hall, fir. [Exeunt. 

• Mttndii — ] i. c. wailed for. So, in Tmeljtk-^igkt i 

>i -. thy inttrct^fx^^atUnds thee at the orchard eod.** 

Steev^ns. 

' (^Tit fontl thi €%tj m%\\%^) ] But where could ShakrpcaTe 

have heard of thefe mils at Antium? I believe we (hould read: ^ 

('Tis/outk tks citf a mile. ) 
The old edition reads mils, Tyrwhitt. 

Shakfpeare ii Mdom careful about' fuch little improprieties. 
Coft9/«ntti fpeaks of our divinis^ ziid Mmenius of graves in ,ik§ 
keif ckurckyard. It is Uid afterwards, that Coriolanus talks like 
m knttli and drums ^ and Hob and Dick, are with as little attentioa 
to time or place, introduced in this tragedy. Steevens. 

Shakfpeare frequently introduces thofe minute local defcriptions, 
probably to give an air of iriith * to bis pieces. So, in Romeo mnd 
Juliet: 

^ ^ *♦ underneath the grove ef/ycetmort^ 

^* That utejlvard rooteth from the iitfs fide.** 
Again : 

«* It was the nightingale and not the lark -*^- 

** Nightly (he fing^ on yon pomegranate treo,** 

Mr. Tyrwhitt's queftioo, *» where could Shakfpeare hayc hear^ 
pf thefe mills at Antium?*' may be anfwered byaftaother queftion : 
VVhcre could L/dgate hear of the mills near Troy ? 
** And as I ride upon this flode, 
^*- On cche fyde many a my//« ftode, 

«• Vyhen nede was their graine and come to grinde,** 8c^ 
Ajinzyifti mjorifi &c. i5>55. Malqmb. 
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I 

I 

ACT II. SCENE I. 
Rome. A publick Place. 

Enter Menenius, Siginius, and Brutus. 

Men. The augur er tells me« we fhall have news 
to-night. 

Bru. Good, or bad? / 

Men. Not according to the prayer of the people,^ 
for they love not Marcius. 

Sio. Nature teaches beafts to know their friends. 

Men. Pray you, who does the wolf love? ^ 

Sic. The lamb. 

Men. Ay, to devour him; as the hungry ple- 
beians would the noble Marcius* 

Bru. He's a lamb indeed, that baes like a bear. 

Men. >He's a bear, indeed, that lives like a lamb. 
You two are old men ; tell me one thing that I 
fhall afk you. 

Both Trib. Well, fir. 

Men. In what enormity is Marcius poor , ^ that 
you two have not in abundance? 

^ Pra]f fou^ &c.] When the tribune, in reply to Meneniiif*t 
renjiark, on the people's hate of Goriolanus, had obfcrved that 
even btajls know iktir friends.^ Meneoiut aiks, whom dots the wolf 
lovet implying that there are beaftf which love nobody, and that 
«mong thoie heads are the people. Johnson. 

* 1% what tnoimty is Marcius poor^] [Old copy — poor in,] Here 
we have another of our author*! peculiar modes of phrafeology s 
which, however, the modern editors have not fufifered him to re- 
tain; having difmiiled the redundant in at the end of this part of 
%be fentence. Malone. 

i ihail continue to difmifs it» till fucb pecuUaritici can, by author* 
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Bru. Hc'spoorinno one fault, bu(ftor-d with all. 

Sic. Efpecially, in pride. 

Bru. And topping all others in boafting. 

Men. This is ftrange now: Do yon two know 
how you arc cenfurcd here in the city, I mean of 
us o' the right-hand file? Do you? 

Both Trib. Why, how arc we cenfurcd? 

Men. Becaufe you talk ofpride now, — Will you 
not be an^ry? 

Both Trie. Well, well, fir, well. 

,Men. Why, 'tis no great matter ; for a very little 
thief of occafion will rob you of a great deal of pa- 
tience : give your difpofition the reins, and be an- 
gry at your pleafures ; at the leaft, if you take it as 
a plcafure to you, in being fo. You blame Mar* 
cius foT being proud? 

Bru. Wc do it ript alone, fir. 
. Men. -I kpow, you can do very little Mone ; for 
your helps ere many; or elfe your aftions would 
grow wondrous fingle : your abilities are too in- 
fant-like, for doing much alone. You talkof prid^: 
O, that you could turn your eyes towards the napes 
of your necks,* and make but an interior furvey of 
your good felves ! O, that ypu could! 

rity, l^e ^ifctiipinated frpm the corniptioni of the ft^ge, the tt^U^ 
^criber, or the printer. 

It is fcarce ccedible, that, in the expreffion of a common idea, 
in profe, our modeft Shakfpeare fliould have advanced a phrafe- 
ology of his own, in equal defiance of cuftomary language, and 
efiablifhed grammar. / ' 

At, on the prefent occafion, the word-^in might have Rood with 
propriety at either enll of the queftion, it has been cafually, or 
ignoraotly, inferted at both. Steevens. 

^ towards ike napes oj your necks ^] With allufion to the 

fable, which faysi tt)at every man has a bag banging before him, 
in urhich he puts his neighbour's faults, and another biebind him, 
in whif^ he Aows hi* owq. John&on. 
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Bru. What then, fir? • 

Men. Why, then you ihould difc over a brace of 
unmeriting, prood, violent, tefty magiftrates, (alias, 
fools,) as any in Rome/ 

Sic. Menenius, you are ki^Qwn well enough too. 

M£N. I am knotvn to be ta. humorous patrician, 
and one that loves a cup of hot wine with not a 
drop of j^Uaying Tiber in't ; * faid to be fomething 
impcrfeA, in favouring the firft complaint ; hafty, 
and rindcr-like, upon too trivial motion: one that 
converfes more with the buttock of the night,^ than 
>vith the forehead of the morning. What 1 think. 
J utter; and fpend my malice in my breath: Mcet^ 
ing two[fuch weals-men as you are, (I cannot call 
you Lycurgufes )if the drink you. give me, touch 
my palate adverfely, I make a crooked face at it. I 
fannot fay,* your worflxips have delivcrd the mat- 

7 .* — , — a Iracc of unmeriiing^ — magijlrates^'-^a% any in Rome.l 
This was the phrafcology of Shakl^eare's age, of which I have 
met with many inftaoces in the bjookt of that titDc^ Mr. Pope, as 
uCual, reduced the paflage to the modern ftand<vd, by reading — ^ 
brace of as unroeriling, 8cc. as any in Rome ; and all the fubfc- 
quent editors have adopted bis emendation. Malone. ' 

• -r— wiM not a drop of aHaying Tiber int ; ] Lovelace, in bis 
Verfes to Alikta from Fr^/on^ has borrowed this expiefiion : 

»• When flowing cups run fwiftly rouud 
**- With no allaying Thames^*' kc. 
See Dr. Percy's /{r/i^tf^i&c. Vol. II. p. 334, 3d edit. SXREVeNS. 

^ 07U that tonverfes mort &c« ] R^ather a late lier dovvn than 

an early rifer. Johnson. 

So, in Lovt'sLakour^sLoJl:^*' It is the king's moft fweet pleafure 
and affedion, to congratulate the priocefs at her pavilion, in thf 
fejleriors of this day ! which the rude multitude call, the aftcinoon.** 
4gaia, in King Henry IV. P. II : 

*'' — -' Tbou art a fummer birdj 

^* Which ever in the haunch of winter fiogs 

**• The lifting up of day.** Malone. 

• — • — / cannot/ay, ] JVo/, which appears to have been omitt«d 
in ti)e old copy, by negligence, was infencd by Mr. Theobald. 

MALQMBt 
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ter \^ell, when I 'find the afs in compound with the 
major part of your fyllables : and though I mufk 
be content to bear with thofe that fay you arc re- 
verend grave men ; yet they lie deadly, that tell, 
you have good faces. If you fee this in the map of 
my microcofm, * follows it, that I am known w^ll 
enough too ? What harm can your biflbn confpec« 
tuities^ glean out of this character, if I be known 
well enough too? 

Bru. Come, fir, come, we kn0w you well enough. 
Men. You know neither me,yourfelves, nor any 
thing. You are ambitious for poor knaves^ caps 
and legs ; ^ you wear out a good wholefome fore- 
noon,^ in hearing a caufe between an orange-wife 
and a foflet- feller ; and then rejourn the contro- 
verfy of three-pence to afecondday of audiencc^- 
When you are hearing a matter between party and 
party, if you chance to be pinch'd with the cholick, 
you make faces like mummers; fet up the bloody 
flag againft all patience ; ^ and, in roaring for a 
chamberpot, difmifs the controverfy bleeding, the 

* — — my mcrocoftny] So, in King Ltur: 

«^ Strives, in his lit ilt world oj man — .** Stievbns. 
' — — » bilToQ confpeQuitiis^ ] Bijfon^ blind, in the old copies, it 
he/ome^ reftorcd by Mr. Theobald. Johnson. 
So, ia Hamlet: 

**• Ran barefoot up and dowi», threat*ning the flames, 
" With bijfon rheum/' Maionb., . 

^ -/or poor knaves* caps and legs : ] That is, for their pbeir 

fance (ho wed by bowing to you. To make a leg was the phrafeaf 
our author's time for a bow. See Vol. XII. p. 8S6, n. 6. Mai.onb. 

* you wear out a goodkc, ] It appears from. this whole fpeecb 

that Sbakfpeare miftook the office of praJeQus urbis iqr the tri- 
bune's office. Wabbubton. 

* -r~/il up the bloody flag againjl all patience; ] That i», declare 
war againft patience. There is not wit enough in this fttire to 

^$|compe.nfe its groi^acfs. JOHMSON. 
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naorc entangled by your hearing : all the peace you 
make in their caufe, is, calling both the parties 
knaves : You are a pair of ftrange ones. 

Bru. Come, come, you are well underftood to 
be a perfcfter giber for the table, than a neceffary 
bencher in the Capitol. 

Men. Our very priefts muft become mockjers, if 
they fhall encounter fuch ridiculous fubjefisas you 
are.^ When you fpeak beft unto the purpofe, it is 
not worth the wagging of your beards ; and your 
beards defervc notfo honourable a grave, as to fluff 
a botchers cuQiion, or to be entomb'd in an afs's 
pack-faddle. Yet you muft be faying, Marcius is 
proud ; who, in a cheap eftimation, is worth all 
your predeceffors, lince Deucalion ; though, per/- 
adventure,fome of the beft of them were hereditary 
hangmen. Good e'en to your worftiips; more bf 
your converfation would infeft my brain, being the 
herdfmcn of the beaflly plebeians : * I will be bold 
to take my leave of you. 

[Brutus and Sicinius retire. 

Enter Volumnia, Virgili a, fl«rf Valeria, ire. 

How now, my as fair as noble; ladies, ( and the 
moon, were flie earthly, no nobler,) whither do you 
follow your eyes fo faft ? ' 

Vol. Honoiirable Menenius, my boy Marcius 
approaches ; for the love of Juno, let's go. 

Men. Ha! Marcius coming home ? 

1 Our vtrj pritjs mujl becomt motktrsy tj they Jhall encountir fuck 
ridiculous JubjeSs as you are,^ So, in Much ado about Nothing: 
«» C6urtefy iifelf muft convert to difdain, if you come in her pr^- 
feoce.** Steevbns. 

• kerdjmtn <j/— pUbeians:} As kings arc called Toi^ivss 

}Jl0V. Johksok. 
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Vol. Ayt worthy Mcnenius; and with moll 
profperous approbation. 

Men. Take my cap, Jupiter, and I thank thee :^— 
Hdo ! Marcius coming home ! 

Two Ladies. Nay/tistrae. 

Vol. Look, here's a letter from him; the ftate 
hath another, his wife another ;^nd, I think, there's 
one at home for you. 

Men. I will make my very houfe reel to night : 
—A letter for me ? 

ViRG.Yes, certain, there's aletter for yon; I fawit. 

Men. a letter for me ? It gives me an eftateof 
feven years' health; in which time, I will make a 
Up at ihe phyfician : ihe mod foverejign prefcrip- 
tion in Galen^ is but empiricutick,* and^ to this pre* 
fervative, of no better report- than a horfe-drench. 
Is he not wounded? he was wont to come home 
wounded^ 

ViR. O, no, no, no. 

Vol. O, he is wounded, I thank the gods for'u 

Men. So do I too, if it be not too much:— . 
Brings 'a viftory in his pocket ? — The wounds be- 
come him. 

• Take uy cap, Jupiier, and I tkank tkn t] Dr. Warburtom 
propofed to r«ad, Take nj c^p, Jupiier, — R«ed. 

Shakfpeare fo often mciitiont throwing up caps in thit play, 
that Menenius may be well enough fuppofed to throw up his cap 
in thanks to Jupiter. Johnsom. - - 

• — in Galen — ] An anacbronifm .of near 65o years. Meoeniut 
flourifhed anno l|. C. «6o, about 492 years before the birth of ou^ 
Saviour. — Galen was born in the year of our Lord i3o, flouriflied 
about the year iS5 or i6o» and lived to the year «oo. GreyI 

• empirisutick^] The old • copie% '>~^ empiric kqutique. "This 

iBoft fovereign prefcription ia Galen (fays Menenius) is to this 
news but empiricutic: an adjeAive evidently formed by the author 
ifrom en^piric [mpirique^ F.) a <juack." R.1TSON. 
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Vol. Qn's brows. Mencnius : ^ he comes the 
tbird rime home with the oaken garland. 

Men^ Has he difciplincd Aufidius fonndly ? 

Vol. Titus Lartius writes, — they fought toge- 
ther, but Aufidius got off. 

Men. And 'twas time for him too, FU warrant 
him that: an he bad ftai4 by him, I would not 
have been fo fidius'd for all the chcfts in Corioli, 
and the gold $hat> in them. Is the fcnate poffcfs'd 
ofthis?^ 

Vol. Good ladies, let's go :*— Yes, yes, yes : the 
feiiate has letters from the general, wherein he giyes 

' Ons hrowt^ MeniTtius:] Mr. M. Mafon propotis that fH^r^ 
Ihould bea comtna placed after McDcnius; Go's brows, Meneniui. 
he comes th« third time home with the odkca gatrlaad, ^« for,** 
fays the coramentator, ^ U was the oaken ^cls^od^^tiottbe Woundji, 
that Volumaia fays he had on his brows.'* In JuHms Ca/^r we- 
find a dialogue exadly firoilars ^, 

'^ Caf. No, it is Gafca; one incorporhte 
** To our attcrapu — Am^ I not Afitd foi, CfnUa? j 
*« Cin, I am gbd on't. 
^i. ti I am glad that Gafca is incorporate, ^^* 

But be appears to me to have mifat^prtbefaded. the paiTag^. Vo« 
lumnia anfwers Meoeniui without taking nptice of liis laft wor^s., 
— '* The wounds become him.** Mcnenius had a{ked — Brings he 
viftory in his pocket? He brings it, fays VoTumnift, on his hr4tvti 
for he comes the third time home brow'hoi^nd with th^ oafc^ gar- 
land, the emblem ofvidory. So afterwards: 

** He prov*d beft man o* the field, and for his meed, 
" Was ^r^v.bdund with thet>/i4.'* Miii.6itB; 
H thefe words did not admit offo clear ab explanation, |in which 
the conceit it truly Shdkfpearian,) the arrangement propofed b^ 
Mr. M. Mafqn mi^ht perhaps be admftttd, though it is extrohiclf 
Jiarfh-, and the inverfion of the natural order of the wbrds not much 
in our author's madner in his profe writioga. MAiidNi. 

* iSoffcfsM of ihisf].Pbfi/s*d, irt but iuihor's Unfeiiigc, U 

fully infoutoed. JoH^Oi^. 

So, in The Merchant of Venice z 

" t have /»^<r/5y your grace of what I purpofe -»-.*' 
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my Ton tbe whole name of the war: he hath in this 
a£lion outdone his former deeds donbly. 

VaL. In troth, there's wondrons things fpoke of 
him. 

Men. Wondrous ? ay, I warrant you, and not 
without his true purchaling. 

ViR. The gods grant them true ! 

Vol. True? pow, wow. 

Men. True? TU be fwom they arc true !— Where 
is he wounded?— God fave your good worftiips! 
[To the Tribunes.] Marcius is coming home: he has 
more caufc to be proud. — Where is he wounded? 

Vol. r the ftioulder, audi* the left arm: There 
will be large cicatrices to ihow the people, when 
he ffiall ftand for his place. He received iti the 
repulfe of Tarquin, feven hurts i' the body* 

Men. One in the neck, and two in the thigh,—— 
there's nine that I know. * 

Vol. He had, before this laft expedition, twenty- 
five wounds upon him. 

Men, Now it's twenty-feven : every ga(h was an 
enemy's grave : [A Jhout^ and ^ourijli.] Hark, the 
trumpets. 

Vol. Thcfeare thcufhets of Marcius: before him 

\ 

• fepttt huris 8cc. Old copy— fev^n hurts i* the h$dj. 

Men. One t* tkt mck^ and two t* tke thigh; — thirt*s nine tlai 
J know. Seven, — one, — and two, and thefe make but nine? 
Surely, we may fafely affift Menenius in hii arithmetick. ^ This is 
a ftupid blunder; but wherever we can account by a probable rea« 
fon for tbe caufe of it, that direds the emendation. Here it was 
eafy for a negligent tranfcribcr to omit the fecond «iu, as a needled 
repetition of the firft, and to make a numeral word of too. 

Warburton. 

The old man, agreeable to bis cbaraftcr, is| minutely particular: 
Sevtn tuonndst let me fee ; om in. the neck^ two in the thigh — ^fsy^ 
1 0m Jnre there are more ; there are nine that I know o/^ Upton. 
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He carries noife, and behind him he leaves tears' 
Death, that dark fpirit, in's nervy arm doth lie; 
Which being advanced, declines ; ^ and then men 
die. 

A Sennci. Trumpets found. Enter Cominius and 
Titus Lartius; between them^ Coriolanus, 
crown d with an oaken. gar land; wHh captains and 
Joldiers^ and a Herald. 

Her. Know, Rome, that all alone Marcins did 
fight 
"Within Corioli' gates: where he hath won. 
With fame, a naine to Gains Marcius ; thefc 
In honour follows, Coriolanus : ^ — 
^^Welcome toRomc,renowned Coriolanus ! [Flounjh, 

All. Welcome to Rome, renowned Coriolanus ! 

Cor. No more of this, it does offend my heart ; 
Pray now, no more. 

Com. Look, fir, your mother,—* 

Cor. O! 

Yon have. I know, petitioned all the gods 
For my profperity. [Kneels. 

Vol. Nay, my good foldier, up; 

My gentle Marcius, worthy Caius, and 



^ Witch hiing advancd^ di dints }] Vohimnia, in her boa(lio|^ 
firain, fays, that her foo to kill hit eoemy, has nothing to do buc 
to lift his hand up and let it fall. Johnson. 

7 Coriolanui,] The old copy, Martins Caius CdrioUnus, 

Steevens. 

The cotnpofitor, it U highly probable, caught the words Martiut 
Caius from the preceding line, where alfo in the old copy the 
original names of Coriolanus are accidentally tranfpofed. ' The 
corredion in the former line was made by Mr. R.owe j in the' latter 
liy Mr. Steeveni. Maloni. 
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By deed-achieving hdnotir newly namM, 
What is it? Coriolanus, muft 1 tail thee? 
But O, thy wife — ^ 

Cor. My gracious filence, hail!'^ 

Would'ft thou have laughM, had 1 come coflBnd 

home, 
That weep'ft to fee me ttiumph? Ah, my dear, 



* }fy grncifits Jilinci^ haiH] the epitherto fltnci fhowt U not 
to proceed f^om refcrve or fullennefs, but to be the tfifed of avir« 
taous mind poiTciliiig itfclf in peace. The expref&dn is extremely 
fublime^ Itid th< fckife df it couWiys the tineft praiic tbat can be 
given to a good woman. WARBuaroM. 

By my graciius JHena^ T believe, the poet tneant, thou xvkc/i 
filent tears art more eloquent and g^atejul to me^ thaA the cUmorots 
applat^e of the refl So, Crafbaw i 

'* Sententious. (ho wVs! O! let them fall! 

*» Their cadence is rhetorical." 
Again, in Love's Qwi^ o)r ike Martial Maid of Beaumont and 
Fletcher: , 

" A lady's tears are filent orators, 

" OV ftibuld bfc fo at lealH to ititWe beyond 

»»The hooey-tongued rbeiorician." 
Again, in DsinicVs Complaint- of Rofamond^ iSgg: . 

** Ah beauty, fyreh, ("air e'dch&ntibg gobd *. 

•» Sweet filent rhetorick of perfuadlhg ^y^i! 

^« DniAb elpqueucc) whofc power doth move the bloody- 

«* More than the words, or wifdom of the wife!*' 
Again, in Every Mart out of hii b4M^: 

»^ You ihall fee fweet ^lent rketorick^ and dumb eloquence fpeak- 
ing in her eye.** Steevens.. 

I believh »« My ^dcidUs filleticc,** only me^ns »* Mf beauteous 
fitence," or *t oiy filent C^ati." iSfacjOUs fetmS to hjiire bid the 
fame meaning formerly that gtddeful hSi's n thtitdsly. So, iu tka 
Mercheriil bj Venice e 

^* But being feafon'd with a gracious voice." 
Again, is Kiai^Jvkne 

*•*• Tbert was not fnch a gratious creature born.** 
Again^ id MarftdtVs MaUcontent^ 1604: -^ ^^ be is the moft cx- 
c|uifii^ in fargin|| of vein^a* £prtghi*nibg of e^ret^ dying of haire^ 
fieeking of (kinnes, blufhing of cheekes. See, thftt ev6r myde anf 
•id lady grauous by torchlight." Malone. 
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Such eyes the widows in Corioli wear, 
And mothers that lack fons, 
^EN. Now the gods crown thee ! 

Cor, And live you yet? — O my. fweet lady^ 
pardon^ [To Valeria. 

Vol. I know not where to turn : — O welcome 
home; -^ 

Vnd welcomc,jgencral ; — And you are welcome all. 
Men. a hundred thoufand welcomes: I could 
weep, . . 

And I could iaugh ; I am Iight^ and heavy: Wei- 
come: 
A curfe begin at very root of his heart, 
That is not glad to fee thee ! — You are three, 
That Rome fhbuld dote on: yet, by the faith of 

.men, 
>Vc have fome old crab-trees here at borne, that 

will not 
Be grafted to yourrelifli. Yet welcome^ warriors: 
We call a nettle, but a nettle ; and 
'The faults of fools^ but folly. 

Com. " Ever right* 

Cor. Meneriius, ever, ever. ^ 



^ Cava* Ever ri^kt. 

Cor. Meneniusy tver^ evtir, ] 
Rather, I iMdl; : 

Com. Ever rigki Minenius, 
Cor.- Evtr, ever. 
Cominiui mjeans to fay« that — ^Menenll]S is etlways ike Jdmt}'^ 
retains his old humour. So, in Ju/ittJ Cajary Ad V. fc. i. upoa 
ii fpecch from Gaffius, Aiktony only fays, — Oli Cajjius JliH. 

Tyrwhitt. 

By thefe words, as -they ftand in the old cop?, I believe^ €o- 

tiolaniis means to fay — Meneoius is fiiill the fame affedionate friend 

at formerly. So^ in J ittius Ca/dr : »» — for hIwmjs L am Cafar/'' 

Vol. XVII. T 
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Her. Give way thctt^ atid go on. 

Cor. Yotrr featid, andyonrsr 

[To his wife and motfitr^ 
Etc in out own Ifoufc 1 do Ihade my liead, 
Tlic good "patricians muft be vifited ; ^ 
Prom whom I "have xcceiv d -not only greetings, 
Bm with them change of honours.* 

Vol. I haVc liv'd 

iTo fee inherited my J^ery xvrflics, 
And the buildings of ray fancy : only there , 
1b one thing watrting, whilrh 1 doubt not, but 
Our Rome will caft upon thee. 

Cor. . R now, good mother^ 

I had rat!het ^e flieir ferva'nt in my way. 
Than fway with them in theirs. 

Com. On, to the Capitol. 

\jFloiiriJ}i, K^omets. Exeunt in Jlate^ as 'bejore^ 
The Tribunes come forward. ' 

Bf^v. All 'tongtiesfpeak of him> and the bleared 
fights 
Are fpeftacled to fee him; Your pratling nurfc 
Into a raptute ^ lets her baby cry. 



' But with them chatige 0} konours. ] So all the editions rfead. , 
But Mr. Theobald has ventured (as he exprefies it) 'to ftibJlUult 
charge. For ehange^ he ttunks. is a vety ^fe^r ^ft(fion^ and com- 
municates hut a very poor idea. He had better hare '(Old ihe -phlin 
truth, and confciTed that it communiemttdiaoti^aiztito Intb. Howe- 
vet, it has a very good one in itfelf; and lignifies variety' iff ionours} 
as cAin^e df faymtnt, armotig the ^rttcts 6f that ti^t, figni€ta-ef«- 
^iety oj r^ymettt* W/tRBt)RTON. 

Change oJ raimtit is a phra(e that occurs 'not unfrequently'in^the 
Cld lejtantent, S tee yens. 

' Into a rapture j Rapture^ a common term at ihat time 

nfcd for a fit, fimply. So, to be rap^d^ figuified, to he ,in a Jit. 

WARBURtON. 

If the explanation of Bifhop Warburton be allowjed, a r^ptun 
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While flae chats him : the kitchen m^lkin'* pius 



tne^ns a fit ; but it does not appear from the note where the word 
is ufexi la that fenfe. The right word is in alt probability r^//itrf, 
to which children are liable from exceffivc j^ts of crying. Ihis 
emendation was the property of a, very ingenious fchoiar long be- 
fore I had any claim to it. S. W. 

T^jit 9 child will «Vcry itfelf into $ts, " is ftiU a cbjnmonphrafe 
among ourfes. St£EVENS. 

In Troilus and Crejfida^ raptures fignifics ravings : 

** r her brainfick raptures 

'* Canpot dififitic the ^oodnefs jaf a q^uarrel. " 

I have not met with .^he jwor4 rapture in iU,e fenfe of ;a fi.t in any 
l^p^jc.pf 9^r author's agp, npr found it in any di.dion^ry previous 
to ;Cole> L^l^ I^i4io,nfiry, 1679, t^* rjcnd.ers .the W9i;d ,by the 
I^ait.^ ff/^^^t which be interprets a trance. However, the rule — i 
d^ ton api>a^entibuf & dp pjan fxijifn^libus e^dem f^ rfitlQ — .certaiiixly 
4-o^s .n.Qit bold, wh,en ap.pli.ed to tl^e ufe ^f words. Had we all 
Xbfi JbQoM 0^^ ^r author's age, aj^d hf^d we refid thega ^11, it th^n 
might be urged. — Drayton fpeaking of Marlowe, fays \iii raptures 
WSffi f ♦ aU m #1^4 fijW- '* M^LANB, 

* the kitchen malkin — ] A maukin, or malkiu, is a kii^d 

of mop made ol clouis for the ufe of fweepung ovcua : thence ^ 
frightk'ul <figu-re of cdoats dreiTed up : thence a dirty wench. 

Mauiin in fome parts of England fignific^ .a figure of clouts fet 
t^ to -fright binds in jgarc^ens : ji fcajre-crow. P- 

Mfttkip is propedy ^he diminutive of Mai (Mary) ; as Wilkiut 
Tpmiin^ Sec, Iti Sc^pilai^d, pronounced Maukin^ it figniHes a hare, 
(frp .mittkin {corr,uptly grimalkiri) is ^ cat. The kitchen malkin is 
j^jf the fjame as iiic li{chen Madge qt Befs: the fculH.on. Ritson. 

, MinQieu gives the fame explanation of this term, as Sir T. Hah* 
mer baa done, calling it **• a.n in^ln^ment tp cJc^o aP-py^n».-^JPO^^ 
i|iade of .oUi xlowtex. '' 'TJie etymology vhUJ? ;Dt Jphn^n Ji^S 
given iu his didionary — '* Mai^kin, .fro.m a)Iai or .Mai^, s^nd ii[ff, 
the diminutive termination, *' — is, I appreh,en,d, exropeous. The 
kit clLcnw wench v^ry jnanwally lakes iier name fro»i» this worfi, as 
Jcullioni another of her tillers, is in like n^qriucr derived from 
efcouillon^ the Frea«b tei[m for.Uie utenfil calUfl a tnaliip' 

MAI.QNB. 

Aft.er the m,9rris-dance degeperated into a piece of coarfe buf- 
foonery, and Maid Marian w^s perfonated by a clpwp^, this once 
elegant queen of M^y obtained the nanie of Malkin, To this 
B.e^WPftt and Fietchfer allude in Monfteur 'Xhomas: 

■ T a 
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Her richcft lockram^ *boutlicr rcechy neck, * 
Clambering the walls to eye him: Stalls, bulks, 

windows, 
Arc fmotherM np, leads fiU'd, and ridges horsM 
With variable complexions; all agreeing 
In earneftnefs to fee him : feld-lhpwn flamens ^ 
Do prefs among the popular throngs, and puff 
To win a vulgar flation : ^ our veifd dames 

«* Put oa the (bape of order and hnaianity« 
«i Or you muft marry Malkyn^ the Idty'tsdy,** ' 

M4KX, a corruption of msUin^ U a low term, fiiU current la 
Itveral counties, and always indicative of a coarfe vulgar wench. 

Stibvems, 

* Htr rickefi lockram, hrc] Lociram was fome kind of cheap 
linen. Greene, in his Vifion^ defcribing the drefs of a man, fayti 

«* His ruffe was of fine lockerttm^ fiitched very faire witli Co* 
ventry blue.** 

-Again, in Tki SfMfdJh Curate of Beaumont and Fletcher, Diego 
lays: 

*^ I give per annum two hundred cU» of hckrgm^ 
^* That there be no ftrait dealings in their Uoncoft. ** 
Again, in Glapthorne*s Wit in a ConJIabli^ i6Sg : 

;* Thou though rft, bccaufe I did wear tockran (hirts, 
** I bad no wft. ** Steevens. 

• -^— — ker reechy neck] ' Reecky is greafy, fweaty. So, is 

Hamlet : (^ a |>air of reecky kifies. ** Laneham, fpeaking of 

**' three pretty puzels*' ia a morris-daoce, fays they were *'as higkt 
as a hreaj of baccn^'* that is, bacon hung in the ckimney: and hence 
weecky^ which in its primitive iignification \ijm9kj^ came to imply 
greafy, Ritson. 

* feld-(hown jf<im«nj — ] i. e. priefts who feli^m exhibit 

themfelves to pliblick view. The word is ufed in HwmBvr out of 
Breatky a comedy, by John Day, 1607 : 

** OJeld'feen metamorphofis. ** ^ 
The fame adverb likewife occurs in the old play of Hiertnimfs 

»i Why is not this a flrange and/</i.fecn thing?** 
Seld is often ufed by antient writers iox feiiom, Strkv&ns. 

^ « vulgar^4i/i0a .* ] A fiatioo among the rabble. So, \m 

Tit Comedy of Errors: 

*^ A vulgar comment will be made of it. ** Malone. 
A vulgar flation^ 1 believe, fignifies only a common fianding* 
place, fuch as is diftinguilhcd by no particular coDVcnience. 
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Cominit the war of white and damafk, in 
Their nicely-gawded cheeks, ' to the wanton fpoil 
Of Phoebus* burning kiffes: fuch a pother. 
As if that whatfoever god, ^ who leads him, 
Were flily crept into his human powers, 
And gave him graceful pofture. 



* Commit tht war of wkilt and iamajk„ in 

Tkeir nicely-gawded cheeks^ J Dr. Warburton, for war, tb» 
furdiy reads — wure, Malonc. 

Hat the commeatator never heard of rofei contending with litief 
for the cmpife of a lady*$ cheek? The oppojition of colours, though 
not the commixlnrty may be caUed a war. JOHN&ON. 

So, ia ^hakfpeare's Tarquin und Lucrece : 

♦* The filcnt wmr of lilies and of rofcs, 
< (c Which Tarquin view'd in her fair face's field. '* 
Again, in Tki Taming of tke Shrew: 

'* Such war of white and red," 8cc. 
Again, in Cketucer's Kmght's tsle, Mr. Tyrwhitt*s edit. v. 1040 3 
»• For with the rofe colour Jlr of hire hewe. *' 
Again, in Damaias* Madrigal in Prai/e of kis Dapknis^ by Johm 
IVootton ; publiQied in England's Helicon^ 1(00; 

»* Amidft her clieekes the rofe and WW f Jlriin,** 
Again, in Ma(fiugcr*& Great Duke of Florence: 

»* the lilies 

'* Contending uith tke rofes in her cheek. ** StecviHS. 

Again, in our author's Venru and Adonis , 

'* To noie the fighting confliH of her hue, 

<« How white and red each other did deftroy." MAtOMl. 

Cltaveland introduces this, according to his quaint manner: 

*' her cheeks, 

*' Where rofes mix : no civil war 

»* Between her York and Lancaftcr. *' Farmer. 

* ,i$ if thit whatfoever god, ] That is, 4i if that god who lead^ 
if'm, whatfoever god he be. Johns6n. 

So, in our author's s6th Sonnet: 

" Till whatfoever ftar that guides my moving, 
*• Points on me gracioufly with fair afped. '* 
Again, in Antony and Cleopatra: 

*' — he hath fought to-day, 

«^ As if a god in hate of mankind bad 

«» Deflroy*d in fuch a Ihape. ** Malonb. 

T a 
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Sic. On the fudden» 

I warritit him conful. 

Bru. Thtxx out oflBcc iftaly. 

During his power, go flccp. 

Sic. He caittifbt temperately tranfport hishoftotirs 
From where he Ihould begin, and end ; * htit Wilt 
Lofe thofc that he hath won. , . 

Bru. In that there's comfort. 

Sic. Doubt not, the commoners, for whpm wc 
fland, 
But they, tipotl their ancient malice, wiU 
Forget, with the leaft caufc, thefc his new hdnoiiri ; 
Which that he^ll give them, make! as little quef- 

tion 
As he IS ptodd to do't. ^ 

Bru. 1 heard him fwear, 

Wct-e he to fldnd for conful, never weuld he 
Appear i'the markei- place, nor on him ptit 

* From tifiiri he JhouU htgin^ and tnd s'\ Perhaps It Oiould be 
read : , ' 

Frffm where ktjhovld heptn Can end» — — Johnson, 
Oar author means, thougn he has cxpreff'cct hitrifelf moR licenti- 
oufly, he cannot carry b^s honours fcmperatefy from where he (hould 
begin io when htJhoikU ind. "the vrord traA/port iacludes the end- 
ing ai weil ti the beginning. He cadnot begin to carry his'houours^ 
and conclude his journey, (rem the fpol wAere Atjhould hcpn^ and 
to the ipot where he (hould end. 1 have no doubt that the text 
is right. 

The reading .6f the old copy is fupported by a pa0age in Cym^ 
ielintf where we find exaftly the fame phrafeology : 

" -— ' — r-- — ■ t^JC gap 

^^ That we ihall make in time, from our hence going 
** And our return^ to cxcufc, '* 
where the modern editors r«ad — till our return. Malone. 

^ As he is proud io do*t,] Proud to ddy is the fame ks, proud of 
doing, Johnson. 

As means here, as that. UMbUt, 
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The naplefs vefluic^ of bumiRty; 

Nor, fliowing (as the manner is) hia wounds 

To the peQplCr beg ibeir fti^Uag bieatha. 

Sic^ 'Tis right. 

Bru, It was his word: Q, bewQuld mife il, ra- 
ther 
Than qauy it^ but by th^ fuit o' ibe geoiry tio 

him, 
And the defire of the nobles. 

Sic. ^ I wifli i^o better, 

Than' have him hold that purpofc, and to put it 
In execution. 

B^V. 'lis mpft like, he vvilK 

Sic. It fliall be to him then, as our good wills; 
A fure deftruftion.^ 

Bru. ' Sq it Aufl fall out 

To hii», or our authorities. For an end, 
Wc muft fuggeft the people »^ iu what, b9,trcd- 



* The naplcfs Vifiuze — ] The playxys read-rr the Na>ples^ r^ 

Steevens. 

The corre&lon was made by Mr. Rowe. By naple/s Shakfpcarc 
cAean» thvead'hare. So, io Kh^ Henry VL f. V. *^ Geo. X lc!l thcc, 
Jack Cade their clothier means to drefs the commonwcatth, and 
-turn it, a,nd fct a new nap upon it. JoRn, So he had need ; for 
'tis thrfd'hetfi, ** 

Pluiarch*8 wcMds are, «* with ?i foore gowne on their backes. " 
Sit p. 293, A. 5. Malone. 

^ It Jhall he, to' him iken^ »$ aur g$Qd wUU ; 

A Jkre, 4ejru6lioH, ] ThU Pjo«U l?e ww^ien viWs^ for t^Ul is, 

k ftiaji be to him of the fame nature as our difpoGtions towards 
him ; deadly, Mai^okc. 

** — — firggeft the people, I i. c. prompt^ them. So, ^ ftng 
Richard II : 

** S^g^'fi his foon-bclicving advcrfaries. ** 

The verjb — ^o Juggejt^ Uas^ in out auibor, many different, ft adcs 
qC meaning. Stelvens. 

T 4 
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He dill hath held them? that, to his power,* h^ 

woalid ♦ 

Have made ihem mules, (ilencM their {^leaders, and 
Dilproperty'd their freedoms: holding them. 
In human aSion and capacity. 
Of no more foul, nor fitnefs for the world. 
Than capiels in their war f who have their provand'i 
Only for bearing burdens, and fore blows 



^ «— to 111 fdwn ; ] i. e. ^i Car as hit p^wcr goies, to the nU 
oioft of it^ Steevems. 

^ Of no mort Joul^ nor pnefs for ikt worlds 

Than cameli in their vrar ; ] In wha^t war ? Camels are ncre 
beafts of burthen, and are never ofed in war* — We fl^ould certainly 
^#ad, ^ 

As camels in their »«;. M. Masow. 

I am far from certain that this tmendment is nccelTary. Bnitos 
means to fay that (^oriolanus thought the people as ufelefs exple« 
tivcs* in thi world, as camels would be in tkt war.' I would read 
ike iuftead of tkt'tr. Their, however, may ftand, and fi^nify the w^r 
undci-Vaken for the fale of the people. Steevens. 

Their war may certainly mean, the wars in which the Romaa 
people engaged with various nacions ; but I fufpcd Shakfp^re 
wrote — ib he war. Ma.lOn1E. 

' their provand — ] So the. old copy, and rightly, though 

all the modern editors read frfvender. The following inftariccs 
may ferve to e^ablifli the ancient riding. Thus, in Stowe's Chr^» 

nicle, edit. i6i5, p. 737: *^ • the provMunie was cut off, and 

^very foldier bad half a Cfowue a wee^e. " Again: ** The hor)*- 
menne had foure (hillings the wecke loane, to find them and their 
bprfe, which was |>etter than the ^r0t>«Mn^. '* Again, in Sir Walter 
Raleigh's Works, 1751, Vol. 11. p. 229. Again, in Haksvil on th 

Providence oj God, p. 118, or Lib. II. c. vii. fed i: *» At 

the fiege of |^uxenburge, i543,'the weather was fo cold^ that the 
Provdnt, wine, ordainid for the army, being frozen, was divided 
with hatchets/' kc. Again, in FafquiVs Nightcaps k^, i623: 
^» Sometinacs feeks change of pafture and provant^ 
** BecauTe her commons be at home fo fcant. *' 

The word appears to be derived frpm the French, provendt^ 
IprovebderV Steev^ns. -^ ■ "■ * ■ , ^ ^ 
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For finking under them. 

Sic. This, as yoa fay, fuggcftcd 

At fo«mc time when his foariiig itifolcncc 
Shall teach -the people,* (which time fhall not w^nt. 
If he be put upon't; and that's as eafy, 
As to fet dogs on iheep, ) will be his fire ^ 
To kindle their dry ftjubble ; and their blaze 
ShgU darken him for ever. * 



EnUr a Meflenger. 

Bru. What's the matter? 

Mes. You are fent for to the Capitol. Tis 
thought, 
That Marcihs (hall be conful: I have feen 
The dumb men throng to fee him, and the blind 
To hear him fpeak: The matrons flung their 
gloves,* 

* Shall teach, /A; people^ ] Thus the old copy. *>*• When his foar« 
ing' iofolence (ball ttatk the people/* may mean, — When he with 
(he infoUoce of a proud patrician (hall ioftrud the people in their 
'duty to their rulers. Mr, Theobald reads, I think without ncccf*- 
iiiy, — (hall reach the people, and his emendation was adopted by 
all the fubfeqaent editors. Malqne. 

The word — teachy though/ left in the text, is hardly fenfe, unlefs 
it means— in^rufl tkepeopU in favour of our purpofei, 

I firorigly incline to the emendation of Mr. Theobald. 

Steevens. 

P will behiijitt — ] Will be a fite lighted by himfelf. Per- 

hup* the author wrote — as fire. There is, however, no need of 
chaoge. Malone. 

• to hear him fpeak: The mairovs firing iht\r eloves^] The words 
— The and M^ir, which are wanting in the old copy, were properly 
Supplied by Sir Thomas Haoimer to complete the verfe. Steevens. 

Matrons flunj^ gloves~~m 

Ladies — their Jcarfs — ] Here our author has attributed fome 
of the cuftoms of his own age to a people who were wholly uudc* 
quainted u^iih the^* F«W men of fdOjion in his time appeared at 
» toniuaqpent without a lady's tavour upon his arm: and fometimci 
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Ladies and maids thqr fcarfs and handkerchiefs^ 
Upon him as be pa(sM : the nobks bended. 
As to Jove's ftatue; and the commons made 
A ftoMrer, and thunder, with their caps, and fiionts: 
I never (aw the like* 

Brv. Lei's to the Capitol;, 

And carry with ns ears and eyes for the time,^ 
3ut hearts for the event. 

Sic. Ha,ve wixh you. [ Excunjt\ 

SCENE IL 

The fame. The CapiteL 

Enter two Officers^* to lay cujhions^ 

1. Off. Come, come, they are almofHietc : How\ 
many ftand for confulfhips? 

2. Off. Three, they fay: but 'tis thought of 
every one, Coriolanus wifl^ carry it. 

K Off. That's a 'brave fellow; but he's ven- 
geance proud, and loves not the common people. 



\t\\tn a nobleman bad tilted mrith Ootommon grace and ability, fon»« 
of tbe fair fpeftators u(ed to fiit^g a JtsrJ of g\o>y% ** upon bim as* he 
paf$*d.'* NfALONB. 

' carry n>Uk us iars and eyes 8tc. ] That is, let u» obfrrve 

what pafftt, but keep otur hearts fixed »» otttr dcfi|KD of cruOting 
Goriolaous. Johnson. 

^ Enter ivo ojicets^ Sec. ] Tbe old fpy read* : " Enter two, 
ofi&rers to lay cofhions, as it werty in tbe capiloll.*' Steev^ns. 

This* as it mere was inferted, becaufe thrre being no fcenes in 
tbe theatres in our author*s time, no cx.bibition of the infide »f the 
capitol cottid be given. See The Ateount oj our old theatres, VoL UL 

Malokk. 

In the fame place, the reader ntUl find th!» portion controveucd. 

SXEKVEN^. 
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2. On. *Fa4th, tiieft hive been ttifftty great riicn 
that have flattet'^d the pc6plc, Ivho ne'et loved 
them ; and ihtt^ be many that they ha^e loved, 
thely know not ^i^hercfdte? fo th&t,if thfty lo've they 
JciiOW not tvhy, they hate Upon ti& htttet a gronnd : 
-Therefore, for Corfofenus neither to caie whether 
they love, or hate hhn, manifefts the trae4^t>owIedgc 
he has in their dtff)afm6n ; and, ont of his noble 
careleffnefs, let's them .plaiinly fe^'t. 

1 . Off, If he did not care whether he had their 
love, or no, he waved ^ in difFerenftly \wixt dbing 
them neither good,' nor harm ; but he feeks theit 
hate with greater devotion than they c^n tendler it 
liinfi; and leaves nothing undone, that niay fully* 
difcover him their oppofite. ^ Now, to fe^ ^o 
afJeft tM mafi^e afld difpleaftire of the petapk, is 
as bad as that vvhkth, l^e diflike^, to flattdr ]them for 
their love. 

1. Off. He hath def^rved wotthily *of his coun- 
try: . And his alfcent is not by fuch edfy degrees as 
thofe/ who, having been fupple^ and courteous to 
the peof le, bohnettcd,^ without afiy futthet deed 

* -— - A# wav*d — ] That is, he would have waved tndiferenttj* 

' JCTHASdN. 

V * — — their oppofite* ] That is, their advcrfary. Sic Vol. V. 
p. 3o8, D. g, and p. Say, n. 7, Malonb. 

7. -^-*-^j iio/f, ] Tfeat is, as- the afcent of thofo./ Malone. 

• ^^fupple and courteous fQ ihn people^ bonnettcd^ &t. J Bonneiier^ 
Ff. is to i>ull off txrtc's tip, 8€C Colgravc. 

So, ia the academic ftyle, to cap a fcUovr, is to take off the c;^p 
M biar. M* MaSOI^. 

, ^ vho^ having h'eenfup'pU and cdutie$ui to the p6pUy honHetled^ 

without any Jurfher deed to have them dt ail into thHt ejmdtion and 
report »] I have adhered to tlie original c6py in ptiotine this very 
obfciire patfagc, bccaufe it tpptih to itte at leaft as intcTHgible, as 
wtat has hctu fubftiWilcd iu 1(5 tot)tn, Mr. Rowc, for havhgy 
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to heave them at all into their eftimationand report: 
but be hath fo planted his honours in their eyes, 
and his actions in their hearts, that for their tongues 
to be filent, and not confefs To mucb^ were a kind 
of ingrateful injury; to report othcrwife, were a 
malice, that, giving itfelf the lie, would pluck re- 
proof and rebuke from every ear that heard it. 

1 . Off. No more of him ; he is a worthy man : 
Make way, they are coming* 

A Sennet. Enter ^ with Li^ors before thtm^ Cominius 
the Confute Menenius, Coriolanus, many other 
Senators^ Sicinius and Brutus. The Senators 
take their places ; the Tribunes take theirs aljo Ajr 
themjelves. 

Men. Having determined of the Voices, and 
To fend for Titus Lartius, it remains. 
As the main point of this our after- meetings 
To gratify his noble fervicc, that 
Hath thusftood for his country: Therefore, pleafe 

Moft reverend and grave elders, to. delire 
The prefect conful, and laft general 

reads kavt^ and Mr. Pope, for ham in a rubfequent part of the 
fcutence, reads kimve, Bonnttttd^ is, I apprehend, a verb, not ai 
participle, . here. They humbly took off* their bonnets, without 
any further deed whatfoever done in order to iavt them, that is, 
to infiouate theaifelves into the good Opinion of the |<eople. To 
ksvi tiem, for to have ihtmfelvis or to wind themfelves into, — it 
certainly very harOi ; but to iiavi themfelves, 8cc. is not much 

lefs fo. M ALONE. 

I continue to read — kiavi* Have^ in King Hmrj Vfll, (See 
Vol. Xyi. p. 7i,n. 8 ) was 4ikewife printed inftead of kfvt^ ia 
the firft folio, though correded in the fccood. The phrafe ia 
queftion occurs in Hayward: ^* The Scots htavti up into high 
hope of vtdory*' &c. Many inftances of Shakfpeare*s attachment 
to (he verb ktfvi^ i»>g^^ ^^ added oa tbii ^ccafion. $,Tfi£V£Nf. ^ 
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In our well-found fucceffes, to report , 

A little of that worthy work perform'd 

By Caius Marcius Coriolanus ; whotn 

Wc meet here, both to thank,^ and to remember 

With honours like himifelf. 

I. Sen. Speak, good Cominins: 

Leave nothing out for length; and make us think, 
Kather our Rate's defe^ive for requital, 
Than we to ftretch it out.* Mafters o' the people, 
We do requeft your kindeft eats ; and, after, 
Your loving motion toward the common body,* 
To yield what paffes here. 

Sic. . ' We are convented 

Upon a pleaGng treaty ; and have hearts 
Inclinable to honour and advance 
The theme of our affembly.^ 



• — — whom 

We meet here^ both io ilanky &c. ] The cooflrudion, I think, 
is, whom to thank, S:c. (or, for the purpofe of thanking whom) 
we met or afiferabled here. Malone. 

* — - and make u$, tkiniy 

. Jtitker OUT Jlaie^s defeSive for re^uiUl^ 
Than we to Jirettk ti out, ] I once thought the mcaniog waa, 
And make us imagine that the Aate rather wants inclination or 
ability to requite, his ferviccs, than that we are blameable for ex* 
panding' and expatiating upon them. A more fimpte explication, 
however, is perhaps the true one. And make us think that the 
republick is rather too niggard than too liberal in rewarding hit 
fervices. Malone. 

The plain fenfe, I believe, is : — Rather faf that our means are toa 
dcfeftive to afford an adequate reward for his Cervices , than fuppofe 
our wiflies to ftretch out thote means are defedive. Stseyens. 

^ Tour loving motion toward tke common hody^ ] Your kind in« 
tcrpofidon with the common people. Johnson. 

^ Tke theme of our ajftmhty, ] Here is a fault in the expreflion : 
And bad it attcded our author's knowledge of nature, I (boutd 
have adjudged it to his tranfcribers or editors; But as it affeds 
only his knowledge of hiflory, I fuppofe it to be his own. He 
Aottld have faid four alTembl/. For till the htn Attinia^ (the 
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:^RU. Wbkh the rather 

We (hall be blefsM to .4o, if he remember 
A kinder valoe of the people, than 
He hath hereto prig'd them at. 

Men. ' Thaf^pflF, th^'s offj^ 

I wouJ4 ypo rather had been filent: Pleafe you 
To h^ar Comi^iu? .fpea,'k? 

Bru. Mpft wiljLingly: 

But yei my catuti^Hi >vas more pcrtin^njt, 
Than the rebuke ypu give it. 

^^N, ^e loves your p,eoplc j 

But tie him not to be their bedji^Upw..*^ 
Worthy Go^iinivis, fpeak. — Nay, keep your place. 
[ CQRiOLANUS ri/es^ ^nd pjfcrs^ ^o avoay^ 

1. Sen. Sit, Coriolanus^ jiev€t ihame to be^r 
What you have nobly doae^ 

Cor. Your honours' pardon 5 

I had rather, have my wounds to heal again. 
Than ihear 4ay how i go^ them,. 

Bru. Sir, I hope, 

My words diPbench'd you not. 

GoR. JNo.fix: .yetoft, 

author of whkh is fappofcd by Sigcmius, [t)t vfiffU Molia jfftu] 
to 'hav« bieeti 'contemporary .with -Quiutus M«tfiUiLU /M«^A^QAi^HS ) 
the tFfbuues had <noC the privil.eg« .of cjiterlDg the fAQdCe, )>jat tks^ 
feats placed for chem ncar4he «l^o<rou ;t|ie outfidje of rtfare Uo»iCe* 

iWARBHRTptM* 

. ^hough I wj^s formerly of a differetit opinion, I am now con- 
vinced tjiat §hakfpc^rc, bad he been aware of the circu'mftance 
pointed out by Dr. Wa:burton, miffht have conduced this fcepc 
without violence to ^oaa»a uFagc. The prefence of Btutus and 
Sici^i-us being r^ec^fiCary, \t would not hnve been difficult to exhi- 
bit bo^h the o.u^fide.and infide qf the Scnate-boufe in a tpann^r fuf« 
Eciently co^pfonant tp .(heatiical probability. Steevi^ns. 

* Tkufi ajf, U4tt'f offr] That is, that is ttiJtbUiS-'to thfi pu^poCc. 
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WUm ^blows have made mt flay, I fled from word«. 
You footh'd not. tbcreFore hurt not: ^ But, your 

people, 
I love them as they Weigh;. 

Me^n. Pray now, fit down. 

Cor. I had rather h^ve one fcratch my head i* 
the fuD,^ 
When the alarum were ftmclc, than idly fit 
To hear my nothings monfterM. 

Men. Ma*flers o' the people, 

Vour multiplying ^awn bOw can bje Matter/ 
( Thait's thoufandto one good one,) whcHy^oi oiow 

fee. 
He had rather venture all his limbs For honoijr, 
Than o»e ©fhis i^rs .to hear it ?^ — ♦Proceed, C^mi- 
nius. I . 

GoM. I (lialUack voice : th^ dcjcds ofCoriolanus 
Should mot be UfUer'd fcdbly.-^lt is hdld, 
That valour is the chiefefl virtue, and 
Moft sdi,gnifies »tbe haver: if it be, 
The tnan 1 fpea^k of cantiat in the world 
Be fingly coun.terjpois'd. At fixteen y^ars, 
Whc4i Tarquin «aiade a head for Home, ^ he fought 



* T«u /ifoth'd fiot^ tkerejore hurinoi:] Tfou did not ^Q.itter me, an^ 
Iher^forc didinot dffcod me. — ^f/itr/is commonly uttdhy oqrauthot 
for hurted, TMr.^ope, not perceiving this, ior JootKd r9a.\3is Jo oth^ 
-wliich was adopted by the fubfcquent editors. iMALONh. 

^ imve-vne/cratd n^y head V ihefun^] 'Sec Vol. XJIIl. p. joOi 

U. 8. StS:ev-*N8, 

7 how can he^atieri] The teafoning of Meoenius is this": 

How can lie be expefied to pradife flattery to others, v^hoabhd^ 
it fo much, that he cannot bear it even wheu offered to himfeHf? ' 

Johnson. 

• When Tarquin made a head for R^mt^ } 'When Jarquin w^q Jiad 
%ee4i expel IttJ, rai/&d a power io recover Rome. J«hnsqn» 
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Beyond the mark of others: our then diftatof; 
Whom with all praife 1 point at, faw him fight, 
When with his Amazonian chin ^ he drove 
The briftled lips before him : he beftrid 
An o'er-prefs'd Roman/ and i' the conful's viei^ 
Slew three oppofers : Tarquin's felf he met, 
And ftruck him on his knee : ^ in that day's featS, 
When he might a£l the woman in the fcene,^ 



Vfc learn from one of Cicero*i letters, tbat the confular age ia 
bis iime vf a forty tkrtt. If Coriolanus was but fixteeo when Tar» 
quin endeavoured to recover Romej be could not now, A. U. G.- 
s63, have been much more than twenty one years of age, and 
ibould therefore feem (o be incapable of ftanding for the coufuKbip; 
But perhaps the rule mentioned by Cicero, as fubfifling in bis tim&, 
was not eftablitbcd at itiis early period of the republick. 

Malonb. 
t — .^ lis Amaionian chin—- — ] i. e. bis chin on which thcfe 
was no beard. The players read, Jhinm, Ste£V£ns; 

• he beftrid 

An o*er'prefs*d Roman, ] This was an ad of Cngular friendfbip in 
our old Englilh armies : [See Vol. XII. p. 383, n. 9, and Vol. XIV. 
p. 373, 07*] but there is no proof that any fuch pradice prevailed 
among the legionary foldiers of Rome, nor did our author give 
jbimfelf any trouble on that fubjed. He was led into ihe error by 
North's tranflation of Plutarch,, where he found thefe words: 
•« The Roman fonldier being thrown uuto the gtouod even hard 
by bim. Martins ftraight hejirid him, and flew the enemy.*' I'he 
tranflation ought to have been, >» Marttus haftened to his affiftance, 
and Jlanding before him, flew his afiuilant ** See the next note, 
where there is a fimilar inaccuracy. See alfo p. s85, n. 4.. Malonb> 
Shakfpeare may, on this occafion, be vindicated by higher au- 
thority than that of books. Is it probable that ai^y Roman foldier 
was fo far divefted of humanity as not to proteA his friend who 
bad Callea in baitU? Our author (if unaCquaiaied with the Grecian 
HypirafpiJU) was too well read in the volume of nature to need any 
apology for the introdudion of the prefcnt incident, which muft 
have been as familiar to Roman as to Briiifh warfare Stervens. 

^ And Jlruck lim on his knit: ] This does not mean that he gave 
Tarquin a blow on the knee, but gave him fuch a blow as occaflon- 
cd bim to Jail on his knee : 

— ^ 0d ierram duplicato poplili Turnus. Stebvens, 
i Wkt^ hi might »& Iki wom<n in tht /anft ] It bat been mof c 
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He provM bcft man i the field, and for his meed 
W as brow-bonnd with the oak. His pupil age 
Man-cnter'd thns, he waxed like a fca; 
And, in the brant of fcventecn battles fince, ^ 
He lurched all fwords o' the garland/ For this 

laft. 
Before and in Corioli, let me fay, 
1 cannot fpeak him home : He ftoppM the flicrSj 
And, by his rate example, made the coward 
Turn terror into fport: as waves before 
A veffel under fail, fo men obey'd, 



tbaa once menitODed, 'that the parts of women were, in Shak« 
peare's time, reprefented by the mod fmooth-faced young men to 
be found, among the players. Steevens. 

Here is a great anachronifm. There were lio theatres at Rome 
for the exhibition of plays for above two hundred and fifty years 
after the death of Coriolanus. Malonk. 

^ And^ in tie brunt of Uvemetn haii Us Jinci^] Tht xxvkmher fgvsn* 
ieen^ for which there is no authority, was fuggcfted to Shakfpeart 
by North's tranflatton of Plutarch : ** Now Martins followed 
this cuftome, ihowed many woundes and cutts upon his bodie, 
which he bad received in feventetne yeeres fcrvice at the warrc», 
and in many fundry battels.*' So alfo the original Greek ; but it 
it undoubtedly erroneous; for from Goriolanus's firft campaign to 
his death, was only a period, of eight years. Malone. 

* He lurched all fwords o' the garland.] Ben Jonfon has the fame 
cxpreffion in The Silent Woman s ** — you have lurched your friends 
tf the better half of tki garland,** SteeVens. 

To lurch is properly to purloin ; bc^ce Shakfpeare nfes it in the 
fenfc of to deprive. So, in Chrijt's Tears over Jerufalem^ by Tho, 
Nafhe, 1594: «> I fee others of ihcm (baring halte with the bawdes, 
their hoftefies, and laughing at the punics they had lurched,** 

I fufped, however, I have not lightly traced the origin of this 
phrafe. , To lurch in Shakfpcare's time fij^nificd to win a maiden 
fet at cards, 8cc. See Florio's Italian Dia. iSgS: " Gioco^ mario. 
A maiden fet, or lurch, at any game,'* See alfo Cole's Latin 
Did. 1679 • " A. lurch. Duplex palma, facilis vi&oria,*' 

»* To lurch all fwords of the garland," therefore, was, to gain 
from all other warrrors the wreath of viftory, wii^ eafe,'fcnd in- 
conteftable fuperiority. Malone. » 

Vol. XVU. V 
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And fell below his fleiti : ^ his fword (death's ftani})} 
Where it did mark, it took; from face to foot 
He was a thing of blood, whdfe every motion 
Was tim'd with dying cri^s : * alone he enter'd 



7— — OS waves before 

A vejfel under jfail^ fo men obeyed. 

And jell -hehw his ftem:] [Firft ioWo^weeds.^ The cditdt 
of the fecond folio^, for weeds fubtliiulcd waves^ and this capri- 
cious alteration has been ado|>ted in all the fubfequent editions. 
In the fame page of that copy, v/hich has been the fourceofat 
lead one half ol the corruptions that have been introduced in our 
author*s works, wc find defamy ior dejiny ^ Jir Coriolanus, for- 
*• Jitj Coriolanus,** trmd for Imd^ and painiintr foV panting: but 
luckily none of the latter fophifticalions have found admiffion into 
any of the modern editions, except Mr. Rowc*^. Rujhes falling be^ 
low a veiTel 'palling over them is an ima^e as exprcflivc of the; 
prowefs of Coriolanus as well can be conceived/ 
A kindred image is found in Troilus and Creeds: 

** thcie the flrawy Greeks, ripe for his edge, 

** Fall down before him, like the mower's fwath.*' 

Malonb. 
Wavfiy the reading »f the fecond folio, I regard as no trivial 
eviilence in favour of the copy from which il was pritited. Weeds^' 
inftead of failing below a veffcl under fail, cling fail about the JteHi 
of it. The juftice 6f my remark every failor or yatcrman will 
confirm. 

But were not this the truth, by conflid with a mean adverfarjr, 
valour would be depreciated. Ihe fubmcrfion of weeds Tcfcmbles 
a Frenchman's ;riumph over a Jovp aux herbes; but to rife above 
the tbrcaicnipg billow, or force a way through the watry bulwark, 
^is a conqueft worthy of a fliip, and fUTn*(hes a comparifon fuitable' 
to ihc exploits of Coriolanus. Thus, in Troilus and Crejfida: 

*''' The flrong-ribb'd bark through liquid mountains cuts, 
** Bounding between the two moift elements, 
** Like Perfeus' horfe." 
If Shakfpcare originally wrote verds^ on finding fuch an image 
lefs appofiie and dignified than that of waves, he might have in- 
troduced the cotredion which Mr. Matone has excluded from his 
text. 

"the Jem is that end of the (hip which leads. Ftom Jlem to Jlern 
i» an expreflion ufcd bv Drydcn in his tranflation o( Virgil: 

"-*• Orontes* bark 

" frotn Jem to Jem by waves was overborne/* Stesvens^ 
• — — kUJword Scc.J Old copy- 
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The mortal gate ^ o' the city, which he painted 
With fhunlefs deftiiiy ; "* aidlcls came off, 
And with a fuddcn re-enforcement ftruck 
Corloli, like a planet:^ Now all's his: 
When by and by the din of war 'gaii pierce 
His ready fenfe: then ftraight his doubled fpirit 
Re-quicken'd wh^t in flefti was fatigatc, 
Asd to the battle tame he ; where he did 
Rnri r)eeking o'er the lives of men, as if 
* Twere a perpetual fpoil : and, till we call'd 
Both field and city ours, he never flood 
To eafe his breaft with panting. 

Men. , Worthy nian! 

1. Sen. He cannot but With me^furc fit the ho- 
nours'^ 

i-^i^ His fword\t dtttth^s /t»mp\, 
Wkere it did mark^ it took from fa<e to foot* 
He was a thing oj bloody whojttverj motion 
Was tinCd with dying cties» 
This paCfage (hould be poioted thusi 

^His fword (death's Aamp) ^ 

**• Where it did mark, it took ; frqm face to fodt 
He was a thing of blbod, &«; TvrwHitt. 
t have followed the punduation recommeuded. StEEVENS. 

tvtry motron 

Was tinCd with dying tries^] The ciies of the flaughterM rtgu* 
larly followed bis moiion, as mufick and a dancer accompany each 
other. Johnson. 

* Th motiAl gate ] The gate that was made the fcene of 

ticaih.* Johnson. 

• With fiunleji dMny I \ The fecond folio reads, whether bj 
accident or choice: 

With fhunlefs dfjamy,^ " • 

Difamit is an old FrcnclJ word Cgnifyipg infamy. TyRwHiTT, . 
It occurs often in John Bale's Englijh Votaiits^ i"55o. STSEVEHt. 

^ firuck 

C&rioliy lite a pUnet : ] So, in Timon of Athens : 

** Be as a planetary plague, wbenjove 

'« Will o*er fome high-vic*d city hang his poifoa 

** In the fick air.** IStcevcns. 
^ hi cannot but with mta/ure fit thf honours — ] That is, no boiiour 

V a 
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Which we dcvife him. 

Com. Our fpoilshe kicked at ; 

And lookM upon things precious, as they were 
The common muck o' the world : he covets lefs 
Than mifcry itfelf would give ; * rewards 
His deeds with doing them ; and is content 
To fpend the time, to end it.^ 

Men. He's right noble j 

Let him be call'd for. 

1 . Sen. Call for Coriolanus.^ 

Off. He doth appear. 



Rc'tnter Coriolanus. 

Men. The fenate, Coriolanus, arc well pleas'd 
To make thee <:onful. 

Cor. I do owe tUemftill 

My life, and fervices. 

will be too great for him; be will (how a miad equal to anyv elc« 
vation. Johnson. 

* than mifery itftlf would gwt; ] Miferj for avarice ; becaufe m 
mxfer fignifies an avaricious. Warburton. 

' and is content 

To fpend the time, to end it, ] I know not whether my conceit 
will be approved, but I cannnot forbiear to think that our author 
wrote thus : 

' ' ■■ he rewords 

His deeds with doing them, and is content 
To/pend his time, to fpend it. 
To do great ads, for the fake • of doing them ; to fpend his life, 
for the fake of fpending it. Johnson. 

I think the words afifo^d this meaning, without any alteration. 

Malone.. 

* Call for Coriolanus^ ] I have fupplied the prepofition— /«r, to 
complete the meafure. Stexvins. 
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Men. It then remains 

That you do fpeak to the people.^ 

Cor. I do befeech you 

Let me o'er-leapahat cuftom ; for I cannot 
Put on the gown. Hand naked, and entreat them, 
For rtiy wounds' fake, to give their fuflFrage : pleafe 

you. 
That I may pafs this doing. 

Sic. Sir, the people 

Muft have their voices ; neither will they bate n 
One jot of ceremony. 

Men. Put them not to't :— 

Pray you, go fit yon to the cuftom; and 
Take to you, asr your predeccffors have, 
Your honour with your form.^ 

* // tkin remains t 

\Tkat you dojpeai to tk$ people,] Goriolaous was baoiOied U. C. 
f G2. But till the time of Manlius Torquatus, U. C. SgS, the fenate 
cbofc boik theconfuU: A<id then the people, affifted by the feditious 
temper of the tribunes, got the choice of oue. But if Shakfpeare 
makes Rome a democracy, wbi^h at this time was a perfcd arifto- 
cracy; he fcts the. balance even in his Timon^ and turns Athens, 
which was a perfcd democracy, into an ariftocracy. But it would 
be unjuft to attribute this entirely to his ignorance i it fometimes 
proceeded from the too powerful blaze of his imagination, which, 
when once lighted up, made all acquired knowledge fade and dif« 
appear before it. For fometimes again we find him^ when occa« 
£on ferves, not only writing up to the truth of hiftory, but fitting 
liis fentiments to the niceft manncrb of his peculiar fubjed, as well 
to the dignity of bis charadeis, or the diQates of nature in general. 

Warburton. 

The inaccuracy is to be attributed, not to our author, but to 
Plutarch, wbo exprefsly fays« iu his life of Coriolanus, that *•*• it 
was the cuftome of Rome at that time^ that fuch as dyd fue for any 
office, (hould for ccrten dayes before be in the market-place, only 
with a poor gowne on their backes, and without any xoate under*' 
neath, to praye the people to remember them at tie day of ele&ion^** 
Nonh*s tranOaiion, p. 244. Maxone. 

• Tour konommth your form.] i believe we (hould read ♦* Youc 
Honour witU tki fQia^.'**=Xhat is, ihe ufual form^ H. Mason. 

V 3 
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Cor. It is apart r 

That I (h^ll bluf^i in aflmg and might weU 
Be taken from the people. 

Bru. Mark you that?' 

, Cqr. To brag unto them, ^r- Thus I did, and 

thus; — 
Show them th^ unaking fears which I flioald hide, 
As if I had receivM them for the hire 
Of their brcat^h only : — 

Men> Do not ftand upon't.— ^ 

We recommend to you, tribunes of the people. 
Our purppfe to them,; ' — and to our noble cbnful 
Wifli we all joy and honour. > 

Sen. To Goriolanus come all joy and honour! 
[Flourijh. Then exeunt Senators. 

Bru.> You fee how he intends to ufe the people. 

SiK3. May they perccivc's intent! He will re- 
quire them. 
As if he did contema what he req^ueft^d 
Should be in them to giveT 

Bru. Come, we^U inform then\ 



Tout forini, may mean the form which cuftom prefcribes to pu^ 

Steevens. 
* We recommend to you, tribunes of the people^ 

Our pufpofe to them;] . W« entreat you, tribunes of the pco{)le, 
to recommend and enforce to the 'plebeians, what we pvopofe lo 
them for their approbation; namely the appointment of GorioUuut 
to the confuKhip. Malone. ^ 

This pafl&ge is rendered, almoft unintelligible by the falfe punc* 
tuition. It (bould evidently be pointed thus, and then the fenfje 
will be clear : — 

We recommend to you^ tribunet of the people^ 
Our purpo/e ; — to them, and (o our noble con/ul^ 
Wijh we all joy and honour. 
To them, means to the people, whom Menenius artfiilly joins to 
tbe coqCuIi in tht good wiOies of the feaate. M. Mason. 
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Of our proceedings here : on tie market-place, 
1 know, they do aHend us. [Exeunt, 



SCENE UK 



T^hcjame. The Forum. 

' Enter Jeveral Citizens^ 

\. CiT. Once, if he do require our voices, we 
ought not to deny him. 

2. CiT. We may, fir, if we wilh 
' 3. CiT. We have power in ourfelves to do it, but 
it is a power that we have no power to do: ^ for if 
he fliow us his wounds* and tell us his deeds, we 
are to gut our tongues into thofe wounds, and fpeak 



*'07icr,] Otict here, means th.e timt at when we f^y, trtttftr all, 

WARBU'RTON. 

Thit ufe of the, word once h found in Tke Suppofes by Gaf- 
cQigne I 

' *« Once^ twenty.-four ducatttes he coft me.'* Farmer. 
Again ^ in The Corned j of Error i : 

^« Onc§ Hbit, your long experience of her wifdo^ .*' 

SXfEVENS, 

I doubt whether once here dgniiids once for all, I believe, it 
means,.** if he do bu^ fo muck as require our voices;" as in the 
following pafT^'ge in Hptiofhed'^ CAroni>/< .• ** — they left many of 
their fervants and men of' war behind them, and fome of them 
would not 0iic« {!ay for their (tandards." Malone. 

9 We have powfr in ourfelves to do it, hut it is a . power thai we 
kave no po-ver to do:'^ Power firft figniBes natural power or foney 
and ilien mflral power 6v right, Davies has ufed the fame word wit4i 
great variety of meaning : 

Ufe all thy powers that heavenly power to^r-alfe^ 
Thrat'gave thee po(ver /a do» Johnson^ 

V 4. ■ 
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for them ; fo, if he tell us his noble deeds, we muft 
alfo tell him our noble acceptance of them. In- 
gratitude is pionftrous: and for the multitude to 
be ingrateful, were to make a monfter of the mul- 
titude; of the which, we being members, ihould 
bring ourfelves to be monftrous meipbers» 

1. CiT. And to make us no better thought of, 3, 
little help will ferve ; for once, when we flood up 
about the corn,"" he himfelf ftuck hot to call us— • 
the many-headed multitude."^ 

3. Git. We have been callM fo of many ; not 
that our heads ^re fome brown, Tome b^ack, fome 
auburn/ fome bald, but that our wits are fo diverfly 
colour'd: and truly 1 think, if all our wits were to 
iffiie out of one IkuU,^ they would fly eaft, weft, 



* for once, when wi Jlood up about t{i corn,] [Old copf — ; 

once we Jlood up] That is, as Joon as ever we ftood up. This 
word is (Ull ufed in nearly the fame fenfe, in familiar or rather 
vulgar language, fuch as Sha|c.fpeare wifhed to allot to the Roman 
populace. «( Once the will of the monarch is the only law, the 
conftitution \% dcftroyed.** Mr. Rowe and all the fubfequcnt 
editors read — for oncc^ when we flood up, 8cc. Malonb. 

As no decilive evidence is brought to prove that the adverb once 
has at any time fignified— rtfi foon as ever^ I have not rejeded the word 
introduced by Mr. Rowe, which, m my judgcxnent, is neccflary to 
the fpeaker's meaning. Stecven's. ^ 

^ — many*headcd multitude*'] Hanmer reads, many^keaded 

monfler, but without nece^ty. To be manj-keaded included mon* 
jlroufntfs.. Johnson. 

^ Jome auburn,] The folio reads, fome Abram, I (hould 

unwillingly fuppofe this to be the true reading; but we have already 
heard of Cain and ii^rAm- coloured beards. St££Vens. 

The emendation was made iii the fourth folio. Malonc, 

• if all our wits were to ijfue out of one JkulK 8cc.] Meaning 

though our having but one inte,rtfl was raoft apparent, yet our 
wi^es and' projeds would "be infiaitely difcordant. Warburtun. 

To fuppofe all ^hcir wits' to i0ue from one fcuU, and that their 
common confent and agreement to go all one way, (hould end ia 
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north, fouth; and tbcir confent of one dircft way*' 
fhould be at once to all the points o' the com- 
pafs. 

2. GiT. Think you fo? Which way, do you judge, 
my wit woujd fly? 

3. Git. Nay, your wit will not fo foon out as 
another man's will, 'tis ftrongly wcdgM up in a 
block-head: but if it were at liberty/twould fure, 
fouthward. 

s. CiT. Why that way? 

3. CiT. Tolofeitfclf in a fog; where being three 
parts melted away with rotten dews, the fourth 
would return for confcience fake, .to help to get 
thee a wife. 

a. CiT, You are never without your tricks: — 
You may, you may/ 

3. CiT. Are you all refolved to give your voice)? 
But that's no matter, the greater part carries it. I 
fay, if he v/ould incline to the people, there vas 
pever a worthier man. * 

Enter Goriolanus and Menenius. 

Here he comes, and in the gown of humility; nark 
his behaviour. We are not to flay all togeher, ^ 



their flying to every point of the compafs, is a juft defcriytion of 
|hevariety and incOn^Reocy of the opinions, wiflies, a<id ations of 
th< multitude. M. Mason. v 

^ and their confent of ont direS way — ] See 'ol. XL 

'p. 85, n. 3 5 and Vol. XIV. p. 6, n. 5. STEEVENi. ^ 

7 Tou may^ you may, ] This colloquial phrafe, whichfeems to 
flgnify — Tou may divert your/elf ^ as you pleafe^ at my expue^ — has 
occurred already in Troilui aud Crejjida .* 

•* Hel, By my troth, fweet lord, thou haft a fioc forecad. 

** fan, Ayi 7P\^*yy W*'»J(« ' STEBVfiNS. 
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but to come by him where be (lands, by ones, by 
twos, and by threes. He*s to make his rcqiiefts by 
particulars ; wherein every one of us has a finglc 
honour, in giving him eur own voices with our own 
tongues : therefore follow me, and TU direft you 
bow you fliall go by him. 

All. Content, content. [Exeunt^ 

Men. O fir, you are not right: have you not 
known 
The worthieft men have donc't? 

GOR. Whatmuaifay?— 

Ipray, fir,— ^Plague u-pon'th I* cannot bring 

My tongue to fuoli a pace : Look, fir ;-n my 

v/ouiivis ; — 
I got them in my country's fervice, when 
Some certain of your brethren roared, and ran 
F;om tho noife of our own drums. 

Men. O me, the godsj 

You mnfl notfpeak of that; you muft defire them 
Tothink upon you. 

Cor. Think upon me? Hang 'em! 

1 wtuld they would forget me, like tlie virtAies 
Wtich OLir divines lofe by them.^ 

Men., You'll mar all i; 

ril Lave you : Pray you, fpeak to them, I pray you, 
Inwlolefome manner.^ [Exil. 

• L w9i ihey would forget me^ like ike virtues i 

Wki^ our divines lofe by tiem. ] i. e. lwi(b they would forgot 
me as ili4r do thofc virtuous precepts^ whicli llie divtues preacb 
up to ihm, and lofe by them, as it were; by their neglediog the 
pradice. Theqbald. 

' in w!>i€fome manner, ] So, in Hamlet: ** If i^ fti^U pleafe 
you to vtikQtnciwhalt/ome aafwer.'* SteevenS. • 
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Enter two Citiuns. 

Cor. Bid tliem wafli thrir faces. 

And keep their teeth clean. — So, herc oomcs a 

brace. 
You know the caufe, fir, of my flandingherc. 

1. Cit. We do, fir, tell us what hath brought 

you to't. 
Cor. Mine own defert. 

2. Cit. Your own dcfcn? 

Cor. Av, not 

Mine own defirc.* 

1. CiT. How? not your own defite? 

Cor. No, fir: 
*Twas never my defire yet, to troul;>le 
The poorwi^th begging. 

J,. CiT. You mufl; think, if we give you any 
thing,^^ 
We hope to gain by you. 

Cor. Well then, Ipray, your price o* tUecon- 
fulQiip? 



not 



Mine own drjire, \ The old copy — lu/ mine own dcfirc. U but 
be the true reading, itroufi fignify, as in (he Korth — wilhoui. 

SrtEVFK^S* 

Sjii n only the reading of the fird folio : ^fot is the true reading. 

RlTSON. 

The anfwer of the citizen fully fupports the corre^ioo, which 
was nade by the editor of (he third folio. But znd not are bften 
confounded itt thefe plays, 5ee Vol. Vllf. p. 203,0.7. and Vol. 
XII. p. 593, n. 6. 

In a paSage i-n Lovers Labour's LoS^ Vol. VII. p. 276,0. 7, from 
the relud^iiice which V always feel- to depart from the oiigiual co]>y, 
1 have fuSered not to remain, and^~bave endeavour'cd to explain U)t 
words as they ftand | but I am now convinced thai I ought to have 
printed — 

" By earth, (he is ^u/ corporal ; there you lie." MalONJS. 
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1. CiT. The price is, fir/ to alk it kindly. 
Cor. Kindly! 

Sir, I pray, let me ha't: I have wounds to fhow 

you, 
Which ihall be yours in private.— Your good voice, 

fir; 
What fay you ? * 

2. CiT. You fhall have it, worthy fir. 
Cor. a match, fir: — 

There is in all two worthy voices beggM : — 

1 have your alms ; adieu. 

1. CiT. But this is fomething odd.' 

!!• CiT. An 'twere to give again, — But His no 

matter. [Exeunt two Citizens. 

Enter two other Citizens.^* 

Cor. Pray you now, if it may ftand with the tunc 
of your voices, that I maybe conful, 1 have here 
the cuftomary gown. 

1. CiT. You have defcrved nobly of your coun- 
try, and you have not deferved nobly. ^ 

Cor. Your enigma? • 

1 . CiT. You have been a fcourge ^o her enemies, 
you have been a rod to her friends ; you have not, 
indeed, loved the common people. 

Cor. You fhould account me the more virtuous, 
that I have not been common in my love. . I will, 

7 the price «, fir, Sec] The word— ^r, has been fupplied by one 
of the modern editors to complete the verfe. Steevens. 

* But tkis is fomeiking odd^ ] As this hemifiich is too bulky to join 
with lis predeceifftr, we may luppofe our author to have wriitea 
puly— 

Tkis is fomething oddi 
and that the compofiior's eye had caught — But^ from tbe"Tuccecd- 
j|fig line. Steevens. ^ 
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fir, flatter my fworn brother the people, to earn a 
dearer eftimation of them; 'tis a condition they 
account gentle: and fince the wifdom of their 
choice is rather to have. my hat than my heart, I 
will pradife the infinuarfng nod, and be off to 
them moft conntlrfeitly; [that is, fir, I will coun- 
terfeit the bewitchment of fome popular man, and 
give it bountifully to the defirers. Therefore, be- 
fcech you, I may be conful. 

a. CiT. We hope to find ybu our friend; and 
therefore give you our voices heartily. , 
' 1. CiT. You have received many wounds for 
your country. 

Cor. I will not feal your knowledge^ with fli ow- 
ing them. I will make much of your voices, and 
fo trouble you no further. 

Both Cit. The gods give you joy, fir, heartily! 

[Exeunt. 

Cor. Moft fweet voices !-^' 
Better it is to die, better to ftarve. 
Than crave the hire ^ which firft we do defervc. 
Why in this woolvifli gown^ (hould I ftand herc^ 

^ r will not feal your knowledge — ] I will not ftrengthen or 
compleat your knowledge. The fealii that which gives authenticity 
to a writing. Johnson. 

* the hire — ] The old copy has higher^ and this is one of 

the many proofs that feveral parts of the original folio edition of 
thefe plays were didated hy one and written down by another. 

Malonk. 

* this woohijh gown — ] Signifies this rou^h hirjuie gown. 

Johnson. 

The firft folio reads — this uohijh tongue. Gown is the reading 
of the fecond folio, and, I believe, the true one. 

Let us try, however, to extrad fome meaning from the wor(^ ex* 
hibitedin the elder copy. 

The while robe worn by a candidate was made, I think, of white 
lamb-flcins. How comes it then to be callH woohijh^ unlefs ia 
allufion to the fable of the wolf in Jheep^s clothing f Perhaps th» 
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To beg of Flob and Dick, that do apptitir. 

Their needltis vouches?^ Cullom calls me to't:-ii 



poet mcani only, \Vf,j Jn T JIand rt'it\ a tonfive M'eceilful as i^ at of tit 
' luotfn AfiJfetn i(t Jlafler iicjt 6'Aoti I would ttijh fti ir(%t uitk wj 
v/ual Jfiocti}? Wc mi^Iu perhaps inore diAhidly read: 

uith ihis woolv'Oi tongue^ 

linlefs tpn^ue. bt ul'cd for /*nr or atcint. Tongue inight^ indeed, bte 
only a upoe^apiiical miiialcf, and tbe vroid defigord be to%e^ 
which \s u'cJ in Othello. Y^t, it is at probable, if Shakfpcaie 
origirvally wioic — Z''^*, ihnt ht afururaids exchanged it For— jcoujf, 
4 u'ord mbrc itiik'i!igib1e lb his audience. Our author, however, 
does not ap|^car to have knov«n what iht toga hif/u^a wa^ bccaufe 
he J -.as jiill before c .lied it ihe r.aplffs gown of hutoiliiy. 

Since I'e foregoing note w.is written, I tfaet with the fbllouing 
paflagc in ** A Mciyc Jtft of a Man called HowlegUi^*' bl. 1. no 
tale. H!*uUt^Us hiicd hin^idf to a taylor, who'* caile unto hidi 
a bun^.inde iiiatts gown, and bad hiro take i wolfi^ iind make it up. 
•;.:~'lhLii cut H nulfjftiis the hufbandmans gowne and made thereof 
1^ uoulje with ilie head and fccie, &Ci Then fayd the maiftcr, 
I mct.t ijtat >ou Hiouid have made up tite rulfct gowu, for a hiif* 
bnnflnnn's gowne is here called a wolfe,** By a wolvtjh gown, 
tKcrttore, Shnkfpcaie might iiave meant Coriolahvi to coicpare the 
dtffs ff a Koman candidate to U'.c coarfe Jroci of a ploughman^ wboex- 
polcd I iniicll to fo'icii the votts of liis fellow tuliicks. Steevfn5. 

Mr. Siccvcns has in his note on this paffage, ciled the romant't 
of Horvh(t!as to fliow that a hutbandman's gown was called a tc/o//; 
but qua!ic if it beoiled (o in this country? it mvR be reroembercd 
that IIouIff>Us is liier;illy tranflated from the French where the word 
'^ loup" ccttuiuly occuT«| but i telitvc it has not the fame figaifi- 
^caiion in i!kii I;iu^uagr.x ll e Fii-nch copy alio may be litaatty 
rendered from the German, UouCf* 

Mr. Steevcn«< howevtr, is clearly right, in fuppofiog the allu- 

fion to be lo llie *' wolf in iheefv's clothing;" not indeed that 

CniioUnus roean% to rail himieli a wolf ; but m<frtly lo fay, ** "Why 

, /bould I ilatid hrre playing the hvpociite, and fimulaiing tbe hu« 

Hiiliiy which is not in my naiuft ? *' Ritj^on. 

Why in ihis \voolvi(h ^own Jhculd J JIand here^] I Puppofe tbe 
tncanin{» is, "Why (liould I itand in this gown nf humility, which 
ill lUilc cxpredivc of n)y fe&linfis towards the people; as far fibfti 
being an emblem of my real charader, as the fheep's cloathing on 
a %vo!f is expicffive of his diSpofiiiou. 1 believe «ro/>/i7(/A was ufed 
by our aoihor for falfc or dccc'iful and that the phrafe was fug- 
geUed to him, as Mr. Sleevens fecms to think, by the comraoo ex- 
preflion, — *' a wolf in (hecp^s cloathing/' Mr. Mafou fays, that 
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What etiftom wills, in all things (hould we do't, 
Ihe duft on antique time would lie unfwept, 
And mountainous error be too highly heap'd 



this is *» a ludicrous iTlea^and ought to be treated as fiich." I 
have paid due attention to many of the ingenious commetitatorU 
remarks in the prefent edition, and therefore 1 am fare be wLl 
pardon me when 1 obfeive that Tpeculative triticifm on thefe playi 
will evrr>'be liable to error, unlrfs we add to it an intiirrare ac- 
quainiance vviib the language and wriiings of the predeceffors and 
contempoiaries of Shale fj.^earfe. If Mr. Mafon had read the follow- 
ing line in Churchyard's legend of Cardinal WoFfty, Mirror for 
Magijiraiiiy i387, infiead of counderirii; this as a ludicrous int^i- 
preiaiion, he would probably have admitted it to be a natural aud 
jtift explication of the epithet before us: 

*' O fye on wolves^ that march in mq/iivg clothes, *^ 

The v/oolvijh [^ov/n orj ioge is a .gown of humility, in which 
Coriolanus thinks he fliall appear in m^querade s not in his real 
and niiiural char^fter. 

Woolvijh cannot mean rot/^A, kitfuU^ as Pr. Jobnfon interprets 
it, becaufe the gown Coriolanus wote has already been defcribcd 
as maplefs. 

The olxl copy has tongue; which was a very natural error fof the 
compoGior at the prcfs to fall into, who almoft always fubftitutea 
a familiar EngliQi word for one derived from the Latin, which 
he docs not underftaud. The very fame miftake has happened ii 
OtheUo^ where we fihd " i(inf>ued coufuU," for togfd confuls. — Th< 
particle in (hows that iongict cannot be right. The editor of th< 
fecond folio folved the difficulty as ufual, by fublliiuting gottm, 
without any regaid t» the word in the original copy. Malone. ' 

* To htg of Hoh and Dick^ that do nppear^ 

Their needU/s vouckes?\ Why flaod I here, — to beg of Hob and 
Dick, atid fuch others as makt their appearance here, their unne- 
cellary t/«f«j ? Johnson, 

By ftrange inattention our'poet has here, given the names (as in 
roaijiy oilier places he has attributed the cuttoms) of England, to 
ancient R!ome. It appears from Mirifheti's Oictionary, 1617, 
in V. QuiNTAiNE, that thefe were fome of the moll common 
names among the people in Slirikfpeare's time. ** A Quintaine 
or QuiNTELLE, a game, in requcft at marriages, where |ac and* 
Tom, Dicy HQb^ and Will, drive for the gay garland." MALONB4 
Again, in an old equivocal Englifh prophecy: 

** The country gnuffs, Hok^ Dick^ and Hick,. 

^^ With iiavcs and clouted fhoon' Sec Si eevins. 
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For truth to over-peer. — Rather than fool it fo. 
Let the high office and the honour go 
To one that would do thus. — I am half through; 
The one part fuffer'd, the other will I 'do. 

Enter three other Citizens. 

Here come more voices,— 
Your voices: for your voices I have fought; 
WatchM for your voices ; for your voices, bear 
Of wounds two dozen odd ; battles thrice fix^ ^ 
I have f^en, and heard of; for your voices, have 
Done many things^ fome lefs, fome more: your 

voices : 
Indeed, 1 would be conful. 

1. CiT. He has flone nobly, and cannot go with- 
out any honeft man's voice. 
^ Q. CiT. Therefore let him be conful : The gods 
give him joy, and make hini good friend to the 
people! 

All. Amen, amen.— — 
God fave thee,' noble conful! [Exeunt Citizens. 

Cor. Worthy voices! 

Re-enter Menenius, with Brutus, and Sicinius. 

Men. You have ftood your limitation; and the 
tribunes 
Endue you wi;h the peopleV voice : Remains, 
That, in the official marks invcftcd, you 
Anon do meet the fenate. 

< ^haliUs thrice Jiit 8tc.] Coriolanus fcems naw, in earncft, 

to petition for the coofulate: perhaps we may better read: 
— battles thrice fix 

Vvtjten^ and jou have beard of; for your voicci 
Done many things, tec. Farmer, 
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Cor. Is this done? 

Sic. The cuftom of requeftyon have difcharg'dj 
The people do admit you; andarc furomoii'd 
To meet anon, upon yoiir approbation. 

Cor. Where? ai the fenatc-houfe; 

Sib. . There, Coriolanus. 

Cor. May I then ^ change thefe garments ? 

Sic. You may, fir^ 

Cor. That I^llftraight do; and, knowing my-i 
felfagain^ 
Re(>air to the fenate-honfe. 

Men. ril keep you company. — Will you along? 

Bru. Wc ftay hpre for the people. 

Sic. Fare you well. 

[Exeurit CoKibt. andML^Zfii 
He has it now ; arid by his looks, methinks, 
'Tis warm at his heart. 

Bru. With a proud heart he^ wore 

His humble weeds : Will you difmifs the people ? 

Rc'^enter Citizens. 

Sic. How now, my matters? have you chofe this 
man? 

1. 'Cit. He has our voices, fir. 

Bru. We pray the gods, ht may dcfervc your 
loves. 

i. CiT. Amen, fir: To my poor utitvorthy no- 
tice^ t 
iit mock'd us, whfen he begg'd our voices. 

S. Cit. Certainly, 

He flouted us down-right. 

• May I iheh ifc, ] tHen^ which Is wanting in the old copy, 
wai fupplicd, lor the (nki «f metre, by Sir T. lianmer. St££?sms. 

Vot. XYil. X 
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1. CiT. No, 'tis his kind of fpcech, he did not 

mock us. 

2. CiT. Not one amongft us, fave yourfelf, but 

fays, 
He us'd us fcornfuUy : he fhouldhave fliowM us 
'His marks of merit, wounds received for his coun- 
try. 
Sic. Why, fohedid, lamfure. 
CiT. No; no man faw'era, 

' [ Several /peak. 

3. CiT. He faid, he had wounds, which he could 

fhow in private; 
' And with his hat, thus waving ^t in fcorn, • 
J would be conful^ fays her aged cvjlom^^ 
But by your voices, will not Jo permit me; 
Your voices therefore : When we granted that, 
Here was, — I thankyoufor yourvoices, — thank you,^^ 
Tour^mojtjweet voices :^^now you have left your voices, 
J have no further with you : — Was not this mockery ? 
Sic. Why, either, were you ignorant to fee't?' 
Or, feeing it, of fuch childifti friendlinefs 
To yield your voices? 

^ • — agiii cvfiom, ] This was a Oraoge inattention. The 

Romans at this time had bat lately changed the regal for the 
confular government: for Coiiolanus was baniftied the eighteenth 
year after the expuldon of the kings. Warburton. 

Perhaps our author meant by aged cuBom, that Coriolanusfhould 
fay, the cuftom which requires the cooful to bt of a certain prejcribed 
age, will not permit that i (hould be elcded, unlefs by the voice 
of the people that rule (bould he broken tiirough. This would 
meet with the objection made in p. 287, n. 8 ; but I doubt much 
whether Shakfpeare knew the precife (fonfular age even in TuUy's 
time, and therefore think it more probable tiiat the words aged 
cujlom were ufed by our author in their ordinary fenfc, however 
iiiconfiftcni with the recent eftablifliment of confular government 
at Rome. Fluiacch had led him into an error concerning this aged 
tufiom. See p. sgS, n. 5. Malon£. 

^ ignorant tojcetl ] iy<r^ )<»« ignorant tojuit, is, did yott 

want knowledge to difceru it? JOHt;so£i. 
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Bru. Could you not have told him, 

As you were leffon'd, — When. he had.no power, 
But was- a petty fervant to the ftaie, 
He was your enemy: ever fpake againfl: 
Your libeniesj and the charters that you beat 
r the body of the weal: and now, arriving 
A place of potency; ^ and fway o'the ftate, 
If he fliould ftill malignantly remain 
Faft foe to thfi plebeii> your voices might 
Be cuifes to yourfelves? You fhould have faidj 
That^ as his worthy deeds did claim no lefs 
Than what he flood for; fo his graciou^ nature 
Would think upon you^ for your voices, and 
Traullate his malice towards you into love, 
Standing your friendly lord. 

Sic. Thus to have faid^ 

As you were fore-advisM, had tbuchM his fpirit, 
And try'd his inclination; from him pluck'd 
Either his gracious promife, which you might. 
As ^aufe had call'd you up, have held him to ; 
Or elfe it would have galled his furly nature, 
Which eafily endures not article 
Tying iiim to aught; fo, putting him to tagc^ 
You fliould have ta'en the advantage of his cholcr. 
And pafb'd him unelefted. 

But. Did you perceive 

He did folicit you in free contempt/ 

^ • — .^ arriving 

•' A place of poiency,] Thus the old copy, and righily. So, ift 
the third part of King Henry VI, A£i. V. fc. iii ; 

»» theft powers ihat the queen 

. *^ Hath rais'd in Gallia, have arrived our coajl."' SteevenS. 
^^ Would, think upvn yon-^\ Would TCiaio a grateful remcmbraoce 
of you, 8cc. Malone. 

* jret contempt,] Xl^t is, with contempt opta and unr^* 

£raiacd. Johnson. 

X 3 
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When he did need your loves ; apd do you think. 
That his contempt (hall not be brui&ng to you» 
When be hath power to crufh? Why, had your 

bodies 
No heart among you? Or had you tongues, to cry 
Againft the rcflorlhip of judgement? 

Sic. Have you. 

Ere noiv, deny'd the alker? and, now again. 
On him, * that did not afk, but mock, beftow 
Tour fu*d-for tongues?^ 

3. CiT. He's not confirmed, we may deny him yet, 

2. CiT. And will deny him : 
rU have five hundred voices of that found. 

1. CiT. I twice five hundred, and their friends to 
piece 'em. , 

Bru. Get you hence inftantly; and tell thofc 
friends,— 
They have chofc a conful, that will from them take 
Their liberties ; make them of no more voice 
Than dogs, that are as often beat for barking. 
As therefore kept to do fo* 

Sic. Let them aflemUc} 

And, on a fafer judgement, all revoke 
Your ignorant cledion : Enforce his pride, ^ 

• Onitm,] Old copy — «/ him— . Stbevens. 

' T0ur Ju'd'Jor t^nguet ?] Your voicet that hitherto bsvr bectt 
foHchcd. Steetens. 

Your voices, not folicited, by verbal application, but fued«lbf 
by this man^s merely iiauding forth as a candidate. — Tour /uid'ht 
Ungues^ however* may meao, your voices, to obtain which/f maa^ 
make /mV to you; and perhaps ihe latter is the more juft intetpre* 
tation. M ALONE. 

^ Enforce kis pridi^] Objed his pride, and enforce the ob« 

jedion. Johnson. 

So aCurwards: 

«^ Mnjorci hin with hit cnv^ to the people^-.** St^v«jc|» 
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And his old hate unto yon : bcfides, forget not 
With what contempt he wore the bumble weed ; 
How in his fuit he fcorn'd you : but your Idves, 
Thinking upon his fervices, took from you 
The apprehenfion of his prefent portance,^ 
Which gibingly,® ungravcly, he did fafbion 
After the inveterate hate he b«ars you. 

Bru. Lay 

A fault on us, your tribunes ; that we laboured, 
(No impediment between) but that you muft 
Caft your elcilion on hira. 

Sic. Say, you chofe him 

More after our commandment, than as guided 
By your own true affeilions: and that, your minds 
Pre-occupy'd with what you rather mutl do 
"If^han what you Ihould, made you againft the grain 
To voice hitn conful: Lay th« fault on us. 

Bru. Ay, fpareusnot. Say, we read leAuresto 
you, 
How ybungly he began to ferve hi« country. 
How long continued: and whatftock he fprings of. 
The noble houfe o'the MarciaM ; from whence 

came 
That Ancus Marcius, Numa's daughter's fon. 
Who, after great Hoflili us, here was king: 
Of the fame houfe Publius and Quiniuswere, 
That bur bcft water brought by conduits hither; 
And Cenforinus, darling of the people,^ 

• lis pre fen t portance,] 5. e. carriagt. So, In Oihello: 

*♦ And porUnce io my iravels' hiftory.** Steevens, 
• Which i^Hngly^] Xht old copy, redundantly, 

Which rooft gibingty^ 8cc. SteevEns. 

' And Cenforinus, darling 6j the pe9pU,] This VfTfc I hiire fup- 

plied ; a line having been certainly left out in ihii place, af will 

appear to any one who confultt the beginning of Plutarch*! Life of 

^m$Unus^ from vrhcncs this parage u diicaiy iranllatcd. Pd?E. 

X 3 
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And nobly nam*d fa, being cenfor twice,^ 
Was his great anceftor. ^ 

Sic. ' One thus defcended. 

That hath bcfide well in his perfon wrought 



The paffage io North's tranflatioo, 1579, ^^^* ibus: ^* The 
houfe of the Mai^tians at Rooae was of the oucnber of the patricians, 
out of which hath fprong many* noble pcrfonages: whereof Ancus 
Martius was one, king Numacs daughter's fonne, who was king 
of Rome after Tullus Ho^iUus. Of the /ante hovft were Publius 
and Quintus, who brought to Rome their beft water they bad by 
conduits. Ccnforinus alfo Cdm^ oy/ia/yaffi/Vz^^ that was fo furuamcd 
bccaufe the people had chofen him cenfor twile.'^— Publius and 
Quintus and "Ccnforinus were not the anccfiors of Coriolanus, but 
bis defcendants. Caius Martius Rutilius did not obtain the uajpie 
of Ccnforinus till the year of Rome 487; and the Marcian waters 
. were not br<^u^ht to that city by aqueduds till the y^ar 61 3, near 
35o year^ after the dearth of Goriolanus. 

Can it be fuppofed, that be who would difregar^ fuch anachro- 
nifms, or rather he to whom they were not known, fliould have 
changed Cato^ which kt foyn^ io his Pli^tvch, to Calves^ fro^ a ^ 
regard to chronology? See a former note, p. aSg. Malone. 

* And nobly namd Jo^ being cenfor twice,] The old^copy reads: 
— — being twice cenfor ; but for the fake of harmony, I have ar- 
ranged tjhefc wo.rds as they Aand in our author's ori|in|), — Sii)Tw 
'North's tranflaiion of Plutarch: ^*- — the people had chofen hin\ 
cenfor twiee/* Steevens. 

"J And Cenjorinus—,^^ 

Was his great ancejlor,^ Now the firft cenfor was created U. C, 
314, an^ Cpriola^nus was bani(hed U. C. 262. The truth is this: 
the paflage, as Mr. Pope obferves above, was taken from Plutarch's 
Life of C$T\olanMji } who, (peaking of ihe boufc of Cori^olanus, takes 
notice both of his anceflors and of his pojteriiy^ which our author's 
hade not, giving him leave to obferve, has here confounded one 
, with. the other. Another inftance of his inadvertency, from the 
fame caufe, we have in the firil part ol Henry IV. where an account 
is given of the prifoners took on the plaius of Holmedoa : 
Mrdake ihe earl of Fife <i and eUeJi fon 
to beaten Douglas ^-^^ 

But the earf of £;ife was not fpn to Douglas, but to Robert duke 
of Albany, governor of Sco^tland. He ^ook his account from 
Holinfhed, 'whofe words are, Ajid of prifoners amongfi others xoere 
thefe, Mvrdacl earl of Fife^ fon to the -governor Arkimbald^ ^arl 
Douglas^ 8ccv And he imagined tha.t tb^ governor and earl Doi^^Us 
were one and the fame perfon. VVarburton. 
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To be fct high in place, we did commend 
To your remembrances : but you have found. 
Scaling his prcfent bearing with his pad/ 
That he's your fixed enemy, and revoke 
Your fudden approbation. 

Bru. n Say, you ne'er had done't, 

(Harp on that Hill,) but by our putting on : ^ 
And prefently, when you have drawn your number, 
Repair to the C^ipitol. 

CiT. Wewill fo: almoft all [/<?i;^rtf///^efl^. 

Repent in their eleftion. [ExeUnl Citizens. 

Bru. Let them go on; 

This mutiny were better put in hazard. 
Than flay, pafl: doubt, for greater: 
If, as his nature is, he fall in rage 
With their refuiaU both obferve and anfwer 
^"he vantage of his anger.* 

Sic. To the Capitol: 

Come; we'll be there before the flrcam o' the 

people;^ 
And this fhall fcem^ as pardy 'tis, their own. 
Which we have goaded onward. [Exeunt. 

• Scaling his prejent hearing with his paj^ J That is weighing his 
pad and prcfent behaviour. Johnson. 

^ ^ our putting on : ] i. e. incitation. So, in King Lear: 

*-*• you proted this courfe 

«^ And put it on by your allowance.** Steevens. 
So, in King Henry VI IJ : 

»* as pttittr on . 

** Of thefc exaaions.**— 
Sec Vol. XVI. p 29, n. 4. Malone. 

• obferve and an/uur 

The vantage oj his anger, ] M^rk, catch, and improve the op- 
portunity, which his haiiy anger will afi'ord us. Johnson. 

? the ftrcam oJ the people',] So, in King Henry Villi 

, *' — The rich /r*aw 
«* Of lo^ds ai^d ladies having brought the queeQ 
'* Xo a prepar'd place ia the choir,*' &c. Malone. 

X4 
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ACT III. SCENE I. 

^ Thejamt. A Sirect. 

Comei^. £n/^r CoRiOLANUs, Menenius» Cominius, 
Titus Lartius, Senators^ and Patricians. 

Cor. Tullus Aufidius then had made new hf^ad? 

Lart. He had, my lord; and that it was, whicH 
caused 
Our fwlfter compofition. 

Cor. So then the Volce$ ftand but as at firft ; 
Ready, whep time fhall prompt them, to make rpad 
HJpon's again. 

Com. They arc worn, lord conful, ^ fp. 

That we Ihall hardly in our ages fee 
Their banners wave again. 

Cor. Saw you Aufidius ? 

Lart. Qn fafc-guard he came to me / and did 
curfe 
Againft the VolceSr for they had fo vilely 
Yielded the town : he is retired to Antium. 

CoR. Spoke he of me? 

Lart. He did, my lord. 

CoR. How? what? 

Lart. How often he had met you, fword to 
fword : 

* — — lord conful^ ] Shakfp^ are ha» here, as in other places, at- 
tributed the ufage of Eoglaad to Rome/ In his time the title of 
lord was given to many officers of Rate who were not peers ; tbos, 
lords of the council, lord ambaffador, lord general, Sec. MAtONk. 

* On fafe-guaid hi came to mit] i. e. w^h a convoy, a gW^ 
^ppoif^led tp prote^ him. Stsevens. 
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That, of all things upon the earth, he hated 
Your perfon moft : that he would pawn his fortunes 
To hopelefsreftitution, fo he might 
Be caird your vanquiflier. 

Cor. At Antinm lives he ? 

Lart. At Antium. 

Cor. I wiflil had a caufeto feck him there. 
To oppofe his hatred fully. --r- Welcome home, 

[To Lanius« 

Enter Sicinius, and Brutus* 

^ehold ! thefe are the tribunes of the people, 

The tongues o'the common mouth, 1 do defpifc 

them ; 
Fof they do prank them in authority,^ 
Againfl; all ^oblefufferance. 

Sic. Pafs no further. 

Cor. Ha ! what is that ? 

Bru. It will be dangerous to 

Go on: no further. 

Cor. What makes this change ? 

Men. The matter ? 

Com. Hath he notpafs*d the nobles, and the. 
commons?*^ 

" ^— pnink tkim in aulkority, ] Plumi^ dicij dignify themfelvet, 

Johnson. 
So, in Meafurefor Meafure^ A6t H. fc. ii : 

<« Drefi in a liitle brief authofHy,** SteeVEN8« 
* Haih he not pafs* d ike nohUi^ and the commons?] The firft folio 
reads: ** ~ noble,'* and »* common.'* The fccond has — commonj. 
i have not hefitated to reform this paflage on the authority of oiherf 
in the play before us. Thus : 

** the noblejbcDded / 

»* As to- Jove's ftatuc: — *' 

«i the commons made 

«» A ihowsr and thunder^** ^c. Stcbve«s« 
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Bru. Cominius, no. 

Cor. Have I had children's voices ? 

- 1. Sen. Tribunes, give way; he (hall to the 
market-place. 

Bru. TKc people are incens'd againft him. 

Sic. Stop, 

Or all will fall in broil. 

Cor. Are thefe your herd?— 

Muft thefe have voices, that can yield them now. 
And ftriight difclaim their tongues ?— What ate 

your offices ? 
You being their mouths, why rule you not their 

teeth ?^ 
Have you not fet them on ? 

Men. Be calm, be calm. 

Cor. It is a purposM thing, and grows by plot. 
To curb the will of the nobility: — 
Su£Fer't, and live with fuch as cannot rule^ 
J^or ever will be rul'd. 

Bru. CallH not a plot: 

The people cry, you mock'd them ; and, of late. 
When com was given them gratis, you repin'd; 
Sc^andaUd the fuppliants for the people ; call'd 

them 
Time-pleafers, flatterers, foes to noblenefs. 

Cor. Why, this was known before. 

Bru. Not to them all. 

Cor. Have you informed them fince?^ ^ 
. Bru. How! I inform them! 

Cor. You are like to do fuch bulinefs. 



^ tohf ruli yeu not their teeth 1^ . The metaphor h frona 

men's fetting a bulUdog or mafiifiF upon any one. Warburton* 
- 7 Jince f ] Tbc old copy— //i*ac/. Stbevens. 
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Bi^u\ • Not unlike, 

Ea^h way, to better yonrs.^ 

Cor. Why then ftiould I be conful ? By yon 
clouds, 
Let me deferve fo ill as you, and make mfe 
.Your fellow tribune. 

Sic. You ftiow too much of that,' 

For which the people ftir : If you will pafs 
To where you arc bound, you muft inquire your 

way. 
Which you are out of, with a gentler fpirit; 
Or never be fo.noble as a conful. 
Nor yoke with him for tribune^ 

Men. Let's be c^lm. ' - 

Com. The people are abusM :— -Set on. — This 
palt'ring 
Becomes not Rome;* nor has Coriolanus 
Deferv'd this fo diflionour'd rub, laid f^lfely^ 

^ Not unlih. 

Each xvayy to better your^. ^c» ] i* e. likely to provide better 
for the fecurity of the commonwealth than you [ vihoit bujinef i it 
\%\ will do. To which the reply is pertinent; 

*« Why then ftiould I be conful ?'• WARBURtoN. 
» Sic. Toujhow too much of that^ &:c. ] ^This fpeech ii given in 
the old copy to Gotniniue. It was rightly attributed to Siciuius 
by Mr. Theobald. Maloke. 

' This paltering . 

Becomes not Rome } j That is, thif trick of diffimnlation : this 
fliufBing: 

»^ And be thefc juggliog friends no more believed, 
(« That/«//<r with us in a double fenfe.** Machetk. 

JOHNSOM. 

Becomes net Rome; ] I would rfc^d— 

Becomes not Romanj; ^ 

Coriolanus being accented on. tht/r^, and not the fecond fylla- 
^e, in former inilances. Steevens. 

' fit*, laid Jflljely 8cc. ] Falfely for ireatheroujly, JoHNSON. 

The metaphor is from the bowling-^reen. Malons« 
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r the plain way of his merit. 

Cor. Tell me of corn ! 

This was my fpecch, and I will fpeak't again ;— 

Men. Not now, not now. 

I. Sen. Not in this heat, fir, now. 

Cor. Now, as I live, I will. — My nobler friencU^ 
I crave their pai'dons : — 
For the mutable, rank-fcented many/ let them 
Regard me as 1 do not flatter, and 
Therein behold themfelves :^ 1 fay again, 
In foothing them, we nourifli 'gainft our fenate 
The cockle of rebellion, ^infolence, fedition. 
Which we ourfelves have ploughed for, fowM and 

fcatter'd, 
3By mingling them with us, the honoured number ; 
Who lack not virtue, no, nor power, hut that 
Which they have given to beggars. 

Men. Well, no more. 

1. Sen. No more words, wc befeech you. 

Cor. How! no more? 



^ — — . many^ ] i. e. the populace. The Greeks ufed croAAo) 
czadly in the fame feofe. Holt White. 

» Let thm 

Rtgard me At / do not jlaiter^ and 

Therein behold ihemfelves : ] Let them look in the mirror which 
I hold up to them, a mitror which does not flatter; and fee them- 
felves. JOffNSON. 

* thi cockle ofrthtllion^ ] Cockle is a weed which ^rowsnp with 
the corn. The thought is from Sir Thomai North's tranflatioo 
of Plutarch, where it is given as follows: ** Moreover, he (aid, 
that they nouriflied agaiaft themfelves the naughty feed and cocklt 
ofiafoiency and fedition, which had been fowed and fcattered 
abroad among the people** &c. Steevens. 

The cockle of rebellion, infolence^ /edition^ ] Here are three fyllahUi 
|Q0 many. We might read, as in North's Plutarch:^ 

*^ The cockle of infolency and fedition.** RiTSOii. 
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As for my country I Have fhed my blood, 
Notfcaring outward force, fo Chall my lungs 
Coin words till their decay, agaiuft thofe meazels/ 
"Which we difdain (hould tetter us, yet fought 
The very way^to catch them. 

Bru. You fpeak o' the people. 

As if you were a god to punifli, not 
A man of their infirmity. ^ 

Sic. 'Twere well, 

We let the people icnow't. ^ 

Men. What, what? his cholerlf 

Cor. Choler! 
Were I as patient as the midnight flecp, 
By Jove, 'twould be my mind. 

Sic. It is a mind, 

That /hall remain a poifon where it is> 
Not poifon any further. 

Cor. Shall iremain !_ 

Hear you this Triton of the minnows?* markyoo 
His abfoIuteT*^//? 

Com. Twas from the canon. ^ 

Cor. Shall! 



1 meattU^'\ tHeftll is ufed iti Titrc* Flowmon^s Vijion for a 

UptT, The fame word frequeoUy occurt in tk$ London frtdi^kp 
i6o5^ . Stebvens. 

» jMnnowi f] i. e. fmaU fry. Warburtow- 

A minnow is one of the fmallcft river fifli, called in fome ccmiv^ 
^iesa/ini. Johnson. 

So, in Lovis Labouf'i Lofi: «^ ....^...r- that bafe minfifw [of ihf 
mirth, — .** Stbevens. 

» *Tw*t frovf iht CM9n,^ Was contrary to the efttblifhed rule| 
it wai a form of fpccch to which he hM no ri^ht. Jornsoh. 
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O good, but maftunwifc patricians,"* why, 
You grave, but rccklcfs fenators, have you thus 
Given Hydra here to choofe an officer. 
That with his peremptoryjfe^?//, being but 
The horn and noife^ o'the monfte^s, wants not 
fpirit 

Thefe words appear to me to imply the very revcrfe. Cominiut 
means to fay, »* that what Sicinius had faid, was according to the 
Tule,** alluding to the abfolute veto of the Tribunes, the power of 
putting a (lop to every proceeding: — and, accoidingly,. Coriolanust 
ioftead of difputlug this power of the Tribunes, proceeds to argue 
agairjfl the power itfelf, and to inveigh againft the Fatricians for 
having granted it. M. Mason. 

• good, kut mojl unwi/g patricians ^ 8cc.] The old fcopy has — O 
God^ but 8cc. Mr. Theobald made the corredion. Mr. Steevens 
afks, ^^ when the only authenttck ancient copy makes fenfe, why 
fhould we depart from it?"— ►No one can be more thoroughly 
convinced of the general propriety of adhering to the old copy 
than I am; and I truft I h^ve given abundant proofs of my at^ 
tention to it, by reftoring and eitabU(hing many ancient read- 
ings in every one of thefe plays, which had been difplaced for 
modern innovations: and if in the paffage before us the anctcnt 
copy had afforded ftfnfe, 1 fiiould have been very unwilling to 
difturb it. But it does not ; for it reads, uot *^ Gods** as Mr. 
Steevens fuppofed, but O Godt an adjuration furely not proper in 
tire mouth of a heathen. Add to this, that the wofd but is exhibited 
vrith a fmall initial letter, -in the otily authentick copy; and the 
ivords ^* good hut unwife" here appear to be the coitnterpart of gravi 
and rhkltfs in the fubfeq'uent line. On a re«doniideraiiori of this 
pafTage therefore, I am confident that even my learned predeccflfor 
will approve of the emendation now adopted. MA.LONE. 

I have not difplaced Mr. Malone's Tjcading, though it may be 
obferved, that an improper mentiorl of the Supreme Being of the 
ChUftians will not appear dccifive on this occafion to the reader 
who recollefis that in Troilus and CreJ/ida the Trojan Pandarus 
fwe^ars, ** by God*s lid/* the Greek Therfitcs exclaims— r '' G(fd' 
^^-mcrcy ;*' and that, in The Mtujummer -Night's Dream^ our author 
has put *'*■ God fhield us!'* iuio the mouth of Bottom, an Athenian 
iveavcr. — I lately met with a fliU o»ore glaring inllauce pf the fame 
impropriety in auothcr play of Shakfpeare, but cannot, at this mo- 
ment, afctnaiu it. Steevens. 

' The koin andnoifc-^ — ] Mludiog to bis having called him 
TriiOtt before. WAUBuaTON. 
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To fay, he'll turn your current in a ditch, 

And make your channel his? If he have power, 

Then vail your ignorance : ^ if none, awake 

Your dangerous lenity. If you are learned. 

Be not as common fools ; if you are not, 

Let them havecufhions by you. Yon arc plebeians. 

If they be fenators: and they are no lefs. 

When, both your voices blended, the greateft tafte 

MoQ; palates theirs.^ They choofe their magiftrate ; 

And fuch a one as he, who puts his Jhall^ 

His i>opu\2irJhall, againft a graver bench 

Than ever frown'd in Greece ! by Jove himfclf, 

It makes the confulsbafe : and my foul akes,^ 

* Then vail ^o«r ignorance :] // ihu man has powtr^ let thi 
ignorance that gave it him vail or %ow down before him, 

JOflNSON. 
»So, in The Taming of a Shrew: 

** Then vail your ftocnachs— .*' 
Again, ia Meajure for Mea/ure: ^ ' 

♦* vail )our regard 

** Ufion a wrong'd" 8cc. Steevens. 

* Ton are plebeians^ 

Jj they be/enalors: and they are no lefsy 
yVhen^ both your voices blended y the greatejl tajle 
M oft palates thein.] Thefe lines may, 1 tbink, be made more 
mtelligibie by a very flight corre&ton : 
— — they no lejs [than fenators] 
When, both your voices blended^ the greatejl tajle 
Muft palate theirs^ 
When the tajle of the greats the patricians, muft palate^ muft 
pUaJe [or rouft try] that of the plebeians. Johnson. 

The plain meaning is, tiat fenators and plebeians are equals xuhen 
the higkeji tajie is bejl pleajed with that which pleajes the lowej. 

Steevens. 

I think the meaning is, the plebeians are no lefs than fenators, 

ivhcn, the voices of the fenate and the people beiog^blended togc* 

tJier, the predominant tade of the compound fmacks more of tb^ 

populace than the fenate. Malone. 

* and my foul aies^] The mifchief and abfurdity of what U 

called Imperium in imperio^ is here finely expicflcd. Wa&burton. 
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To know, when two aathorities arenp^ 
Neither fnpreme, how foon confuiion 
May enter 'twixt the gap of both^ and take 
The one by t'other. 

Com, Well, — on to the market -plac^; 

Cor. Whoever gave that counfel/ to give forth 
The corn o'lhc ftorehoufe gratis, as 'twas ns'd 
liSometime in Greece, — 

Men, Well, well, no more of that. 

Cor. (Thongh there the people had more abfo-^ 
lute powerj 
1 fay, theynourifti'd difobedience, fed 
The ruin of the ftate. • 

Bru. Why, {hall the people give 



7 W-kotvtr govt, tist counfel^ kc, ] io in the old tratiflatioo of 
Plutarch: ^^ Therefore, fayed be, they that gxue couAfcU, and 
perfuaded that the Gome (hould be giueo out to the cotnmon peo* 
pie gratis^ as they vfed to doe in citici of Grxce, where the people 
' had more abfolute power, dyd but only nouriihe their difobtdience, 
ivhich would breake out in tbe ende, to the vtter ruine and ou«t« 
throw of the whole Rate. For they will not thincke it ii done in 
Tecompenft of their fervice paft, fitbence they know weU enough 
they baue fo often refufed to go to the warres, when they were 
commaunded : neither for their mutinies when they went with vs, 
whereby they haue rebelled and forfakcn their countrie: neither 
for their accufations which their flatterers haue preferred vnto them« 
mnd they have recevued, and made good againft the' fenaie : but 
they will rather judge we geue and graunt them this, as abafing 
our felues, and Banding in feare of them, and glad to flatter then 
coery way. By this meaoes, their difobedience will Rill grow woife 
and woffc; and they will neuer leave to pradtfe neive fedition» 
and vprores. Therefore it were a great foUte for vs, me thinckci, 
to do it: yea, (hall I faye more? we fliould if we were wife, take 
from them their tribuneflrippe, which inofl liianifeRly is ihe em« 
bafini; of the confulfliippe, and the caufe ori the diuiOon of the cittie. 
The Rate whei'cof as it Randeth, is not now ai it was Wont ttf 
be, but becommeth difmembered in two fadioas, which mainteineft 
»Hwayes ciuill diRentiOn and difcorde betwroer vf, and will neuit 
iuRcr in agaiac to bii VAitcd iato oae bodie," St£&vsms. 
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Onc^ that fpcaks thus, their voice ? 

Cor. ril give fny reafons. 

More worthier than their voices. They know, ihe 

corn 
Was not our recompenfe ; refting well afliir'd 
They ne'er did ftrvicc for*t: Beiog prcfs'd to the 

war, 
Even when the navel of the ftate was tonch'd, 
They would not thread the gates:* this kind of 

fervice 
Did not defcrve corn gratis: being i' the war, 
Their mutinies and revolts, wherein they^lhowM 
Moft vaiout, fpokc hot for them: The accafatioa 
Which they have often made againft the fenate^ 
All caufe unborn, could never be the native ^ 
Of our fo frank donation* Well, what then? 
How fhall this bofom muldplied* digeft 
The fenate's courtefy ? Let deeds exprefs 
What's like to be their words : —Wc did rcquejl it; 
Wc arc the greater poll, and in true fear 
They gave us our demands : — Thus we debafe 
The nature of our feats, and make the rabble 
Call our cares, fears : which will in dme break op^ 



* Tlffi would not thread the gatts ;] That is, p9fi tbem. Wc yet 
iay, to ikuad an alley. Johnson. 

Sq, in King Lear: 

•* threading dark-ey'd night." Steevens. 

* — «— could never be ihe native «^ ] Native for natural birth. 

Warbujcton, 
Native is here not natural birth, but natural parent^ or cauje oj 
kirth* Johnson. 

S», in a kindred fenfe, in King Henry V: 

^^ As man/ of our bodies (hall no doubt 
«* Find native graves." Malone, 

* — ^ ikii bofom multiplied — ] This multitudinous bofom; the 
bofom of ihaV great mouUcri the people. MaJLOns. 

Vol. XVJI. Y 
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The locks o* Ac fenate, and bring in tbe crows 
To peck the eagles. — 

Men. Come, enough.* 

Bru. Enough, with over-meafure. 
Cor. No, take more: 

What may be fwom by, both divine and human. 
Seal what I end withal! — This double worfhip,^ — 
Where one part^ does difdain with caufe, the other 
Infult without all teafon ; where gentry, title, wif- 

. dom 
Cannot conclude, but by the yea and no 
Of general ignorance, — it muft omit 
Real neceffities, and give way the while 
To unliable flightnefs: purpofe fo barr'd, it fol- 
lows^ 
Nothing is done to purpofe : Therefore, befeech 

you,-^ 
You that wilt be lefs fearful than difcreet; 
That love the fundamental part of ftate, 
More than you doubt the change oFt; S that prefer 



* Come^ enough. ] Perbapi this impcrfeft line was originally 
completed by a repetitioo of — fnougk^ Steevems. 

^ A"©, take more : 

, What may be JtBOrn by, both divine snd humsn^ , 

Seal what J end withal ! ] The fenfe is, No, let me add this 
further ; aod may every thing divine and human which can give 
force to an oath, bear witoefs to the truth of what I ihall con* 
dude with. 

The Romans fwore by what was human as well as divine; by 
their head, by their eyes, by the dead bones and aflies of their 
parents, Sec. See Briflon de Jormulis^ p. 808 — 817. Heath. 

* Where one patt — ] In the old copy we have here, as in 
many other places, 9n inftead of one. The corredion was made hy 
K^r. Rowe. See Vol. XL p Sgo. n. 6. Malone. 

* That love the jufidotnental pait of Jtate^ 

More than you dd\ibt the change oft;] To donli is to fear. The 
mcauiog i&. You whole zeal predominates over your teridurs i yoi» 
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A nobU life before a long, a wifli ' 

dTo jump a body ^ with a dangerous phyfick 
1 hat'sy furc of death without it, — at once pluck ouri 
The multitudinous tongue, left them not lick 
The (weet which is their poifon:' your difhonour 
Mangles true judgement,' and bereaves the ftate 
Of that integrity which fhould become it;^ 
Not having the power to do the good it would, 
lor the ill which doth control it. 

Bru; He has faid enough. 



"vrho do notfo much fear the danger of violelit roeafures, as wi(U 
tbe good to wHich ihef are occeiTary, the prefervation of the 6ri« 
ginai conftiiuiioQ of our govcromeot. Johnson. 

^ To jump a body J Thus the old copy. Modern editori^ 

rtzd : 

To vamp — — 
To jump aocienily fignified to jolt^ to give a rude concuffion to 
any ibing To jump d body may therefore m^an, to put it into a 
Vfotent agitation or commotion, . 

So, iu Phil. HoUaad'8 tranflation of Pliny's Nat, Hifi, B. XXV. 
ch. V. p. 319: ^^ If we looke for good fucceffe in our cure by 
ininilring tUeboie, 8cc. for certainly it pu^eth tbe patiioi tb a 
jumpe^ or great hazard ** Steevens. 

From (his palTage in, Pliny, it fliould feem that *^ to jump x 
body, '* meant to ri/k a body ; and fucb an explication feem< to 
me to bt fqpported by the context in the pafTage before ui. 
So, in Macbeth : 

tk We'd jump the life to come. "" 
Again, in Antony and Cleopatra, Adi III. £t, viii: 
'* ~ our fortune lies 
i( Upon this jump. ** Malone. 

' let them not lick 

The /weet which is their poifon:] So, in Meafute for Mtafure: 
*•*> Like rats that ravin up their proper bane — . '* 

SXEEVTENff, 

* Mangles true judgement, ] Judgement is the faculty by which 
right is diftinguifhed from wrong. Johnson. 

9 Of that inic^xUj which ftiould become it;] Integrity U in this 
place Joundmfi, uniformity, conhftcncy, in the fame fenfc as Dr* 
Warburton often ufes it, when he mentions the integrity of a me* 
Uphor. To bccdm, is to /«i/, to hjit,- Johnson. 

Ya 
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Sic. He bas fpoken like a traitor, and fihall an- 
fwer 
As traitors do. .^ 

Cor. Thou wretch! defpite overwhelm thee! •— 
Wh^t (honld the people do with thefe bald tribunes? 
On whom depending, their obedience fails 
To the greater bench: In a rebellion. 
When what's not meet, but what muft be, was law, 
Then were they chofen ; in a better honr, 
Let what is meet, be faid, it muft be meet, ^ 
And throw their power i* tlie duft. 

Bru. Manifeft treafon. 

SiG. This a conful? no. 

Bru. Theaediles, ho! — Let him be apprehended.' 

Sic. Go, call the people; [Exit Brutus. ] ia 
whofe name, myfelf 
Attach thee, as a traiterous innovator, 
A foe to the pnblick weal: Obey,^I charge thce^ 
And follow to thine anfwer. 

Cor. Hence, old goat! 

Sen. and Pat. We'll furety him. 

Com. Aged fir, hands ofif. 

Cor. Hence, rotten thing, or I fiiall fiiake thf 
bones 
Out of thy garments. * 

Sic. Help, ye citizens. 

* Lti wUt is mieU ^i f*ldy it muft be mui^ ] Let it be fidd bf 
you, that what is mut to be done, muji be meet, i. e. JhM hi 
dcniy and put an eod at once to the tribunitian power, which 
was cftablifhed, when irrciiftible violence, not a regard to proprietf^ 
dircded the legiflature. Malone. 

* Jhmki thy bonts 

Out oj thy garmtnti. ] So, in King John: 

** here*s a Ray, 

** Thzt /hakes the lotten carcafe of old death 
•* Out oJ his rogs!** SxiBVENS. 
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Re-enter Brutus, mih the£dilcs, and a rabble of 
Ciiizens. 

Men. On both fides more rcfpcfl. 

Sic. Here's he, that would 

Take from you all your power. 

Bru. Seize him, jfidiles. 

CiT. Down with him, down with him ! 

[ Several /peak. 

a. Sen. Weapons, weapons, weapons! 

[ Thejf all bujlle about Coriolanus. 
Tribunes, patricians, citizens ! — what ho ! — 
Sicinius, Brutus, Coriolanus, citizens ! 

CiT. Peace, peace, peace ; flay, hold, peace ! 

Men. What is about to be? — lam out of breath; 
Confufion's near; 1 cannot fpeak: — You, tribunes 
To the people, — Coriolanus, patience : ^ — 
Speak, good Sicinius. 

Sic. Hear me, people ; — Peace. 

CiT> Let's hear our tribune: — Peace. Speak, 
fpeak, fpeak. 

Sic. You are at point to lofe your liberties : 
Marcius would have all from you ; Marcius, 

' to the ptopli^ — Coriolanus ^ potiena:} I woi^ld read: 
Speak to the people. — CorioUnus^t patience: — 
Speak, good Sicinius. Tyrwhitt. 
Tyrwhitt propofes aa amendment to thit paflagc, but nothing 
i$ neccflary except to point it properly. 

Confuiion's near, — I cannot. Speak you, tribunes, 
To the people. 
He dc fires the tribunes to fpeak to the people, becaufc he was 
not able ; and at the end of the fpe^ch repeats the Unit icque^ 
to Sicinius in particular. M. Masom. 

I fee no need 0/ any ^tciation. MALONS^t 
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Whom late you have nain'd for conful. 

Men. . Fie, fie, fie! 

This is the way to kindle, not to qaench. 

1. Sen. To unbuild the city, and to lay all flat. 

Sic. What is the city, but the people? 

CiT. True, 

The people are the city. , 

li> u. By the confent of all, we were efl.ablifh*4 
The people's magillrates. 

CiT. You fo remain* 

Men. And fo are like to do. 

Cor. 1 hat is the way to lay the city flatj 
To bring the roof to the foundation ; 
And bury all. \vhich yet difliudly ranges, 
In heaps and piles of ruin. 

Sic. This deferves death. 

Bku. Or let us (land to our aurh^^rity. 
Or let us lofe it:— r VVe do here pronounce. 
Upon the part o' the people, in whofe power 
We were elefted theirs, Marcius is worthy 
Of prcfcnt death. 

Sic. Therefore, lay hold of him ; 

Bear him to the rock Varpeian, and from thence 
Into deflru£lioa caft him. 

Bru* Adiles, feize him. 

CiT. Yield, Marcius, yield. 

Men. Hear me one word. 

Befeech you, tribunes, hear me but a word. 

i£oi. Peace, peace. 

Men. Be that ,yop feem, truly your country^ 
friend, 
And temperately proceed to v^hat you would 
Thus violently redrefs. 
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Bru, Sir, thofc cold ways^ 

That fecm like prudent helps, are very poifonous^ 
vVhere the difeafe is violent: — Lay hands upon him, 
And bear him to the rock. 

Cor. No; Til die here. 

[ Drawing his Jword. 
There's fome among you have beheld me fighting; 
Come, try upon yourfelves what you have feen me. 

Men. Down with thatfword ; — 1 ribuncs, with- 
draw a while. 

Bru. Lay hands upon him. 

Men. Help, help Marcius! help, 

You that be noble; help him, young, and old! 

CiT. Down with him, down with him ! 
[//f this mutiny^ the Tribunes, the iEdiles, and 
the people^ are beat in. 

Men. Go, get you to your houfe ; * be gone, 
away. 
All will be naught elfe. 

2. Sen. Get you gone. 

Cor. Stand faft;^ 

We have as many friends as enemies. 

Men. Shall it be put to that ? 

1. Sen. The gods forbid! 

I prithee, noble friend, home to thy houfe ; 



< — .— tery poi/onous '^-^] I read: 
are very poifons. Johnson. 

• gttyou to your houfe i ] Old Copy—- tftir boufe. Gorredcd 

bj Mr. kowe. So below : 

** I pr'ythee, noble friend, home to thy houfe.'* MAI.ONE. 

« Stand Jafii Sec] [Old copy ^ Com. Stand fajl : &c. ] This 
fpeech certainly (hould be given to Coriolanus ; for all his fncndt 
pcrfuadft him to retire. So, Cominius prefently after: 
*'*' Come, iir, along with ui. ** Warburton. 

Y4 
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J^eave us to ctirc this caufc. 

Men. For 'tis a fore upon us/ 

You cannot tqnt yourfclf: Begone, 'befeech you, 

Com, Come, fir, along with us. 

Cor. 1 would they were barbarians, (as theyar^, 
Though in Rome Utter'd, ) not Romans, (as they 

are not, 
Though calv'd i' the porch o' the Capitol,) — 

Men. Be gone;'- 

Put not ypiir worthy rage into your tongue; 
One time will owe another. ^ 



^ For UU • fire upqo us,] The two laft i^pertiacnt words, 
^hicb deftrojr the mcature, are aa apparent iaicr|^olation. 

> StEEVENS. 

7 Cor. / would ihey were hariarians (as ihey are^ 
V Though in Rome litter dy) not Rommns^ (as ihey. are noi^ 

Though calv*d V the porch o* the Capitol. ) — 
Be gone; 3cc. ] The beginoing qF this fpeech, [ attributed ill 
^he old copy to Menenius^ ] I am perfuaded, fliould be given to 
(Coriolanus. The latter part only belongs to Meoenius; 
*' Be gone ; 
** Put not your worthy rage" &c. Tyrwhitt. 

I have divided this fpeech according to Mr# Tyrwhitt's diredioo. 

' Steevens. 

Tffe word, begone^ certainly belongs to Menenius, who was veiy 
anxious to get Coriolanus away, — In the preceding_page he fays, 

»» Go, get you to your houfe ; begone, avcay, — .*' 
And in a few lines after, he repeats the fame req^eft. , 

" Pray you, be gone: 

f I'll try whether my old wit be in requeft 
~ ' »' With thofe that have but little;'* M. Mason. 

' One time will owe another* ] I know not whether to owe in thi^ 
place means to pojfefs by rights or to be indebted. Either fcnfc may 
be admitted. One time^ in which the people are feditious, will 
give us pou.er in fome other time: or, this time of the people's 
predominance wiU run them in debt : that is, will lay thetn open 
to the law, aod expofe them .hereafter to more fcrviie fubjedion. 

1 . JOHNSQN. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C O R I O L A N U S. 529 

Cor. On fair gwund, 

I could beat forty of them. 

Men. ^ I jcbuld myfelf 

lake up a brace of the bcfl of them ; yea, the 
two tribunes. 

Com. But now 'tis odds beyond arithmetick ; 
And manhood is call'd foolery, when it (lands 
Againft a falling fabrick.—Will you hence, 
Before th6 tag return? ^ whofe rage doth rend 
like interrupted waters, and overbear 
What they arc us'd to bear. 

Men. Pray you, be gone: 

ril try whether my old wit be in requcft 
With thofe that have but little ; this muft be patched 
With cloth of any colour. 

Com* Nay» come away. 

[Exeunt CoRTOLANUS, CoMiNius, and Others. 

1. Pat. This man has marr'd his fortune. 

Men. His nature is too noble for the world: 
He would not flatter Neptune for his trident, • 
Or' Jove for his power to thunder. His heart's his 

mouth: 
What his breafl forges, that his tongue muft vent; 
And, being angry, does forget that ever 
He heard the name of death. [A noije within. 

/ > 

1 believe McneDiui means, " This time will owe us one more 
fonuoatc.** It is a comtuou cxpreflion to faj, **- This day is yours« 
tbf next may be mine.** M. Mason. 

The meaning feems to be. One time will compeofate for another. 
Our time of triumph will come hereafter : time will be Ui ou^ 
debt, will owi u% a good iurn, for our prefent difgratc. Let ui 
truft to futurity, Malone. 

^ Bfjore tht tag utv^rn f ] The lowcft and moft defpicabie of the 
populace are ftill denominated by thofe a little above (hem, Tag^ 
lag^ and bobtail* Johnson. 
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Here's goodly work ! 

2. Pat. I wonld they Were a-bcd ! 

Men. I would they were ia Tiber !— What, the 
vengeance. 
Could he not fpeak them fair? 



Re-enter Brutus and Sicinius, with the rabble. 

Sic. Where is this yipcr, 

Thai would depopulate the city, and 
Be every man himfclf? 

Men, ' You worthy tribunes, — 

Sic. He fhall be thrown down the Tarpcian rock 
With rigorous hands ; he hath refiftedlaw, , 
And therefore law fhall fcorn him further trial 
Than the feverity of the publick power, 
Which he fo fets at nought. 

1 . CiT. He fhall well know. 

The noble tribunes are the people*s mouths. 
And we their hands. 

CiT. He fhall, fure on't. ^ 

[ Several /peak together. 

Men. Sir, *— 

Sic. Peace, ' 



* He Jhall, Jwrt on't. ] The meaning of thefc words it not very 
obvious. Perhaps they mean, He.ihall, that's Cure. I am iacHned 
to think that the fame ei^ror has happened here and in a paiTage in 
Antony and Cleopatra^ and that in both places /ur; is printed inftead 
oi/ore. He (hall fuffer for it, he (hall rue the vengeance of the 
people — The editor of the fecond folio reads — He (hall, fure out; 
and u and n being often confounded, the emendation might be ad<« 
xnitted, but that there is not here any queftion concerning the ex« 
pulGon of Coriolanus. What is now propofed, is, to throw him 
down the Tarpciaa iock« It is abfurd therefore that the rabbit 
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Men. Do not cry, havoc^k,^ wl^erc you fhould 
but hunt 
Witb modeft warrant. 

Sic. Sir, how comes 't, that you 

Have holp to m^kc this refcuc ? 

Men. Hear me fpeak : — 



{houtd by way of confirmation of what their leader Sidnius had 
faid, propofe a puniflirntnt he has not fo mufti as Tpeiuioued 
and which, when be does afterwards mention it, he difapproved 
of: 

*^ — to eje8 blip hence, 

•* Were but one danger.** 
I have therefore left the old copy undifturbed. Malonb. 

Perhaps ^our author wrote — with reference to the foregoing 
fpeech, ^ 

He fliall, he fure on*t. 
i. e. be aiTured that he (ball be taught the refpeft due to both the 
tribunes and the people. Sfeevens. « 

* 5/r, ] Old copy -redundantly, Sir, /r. Steevens. 

' Do not cry, havock, where you fhould but hunt 

With modejl warrant. ] i. e. Do not give the figoal for ualimit- 
ed flaughter, 8cc. See Vol. XI. p. 341, n. 5. Steevens. 

To cry havock^ was, i believe^ originally a fporting phrafe, from 
kafoc^ which in Saxon fignifies a hawk. It was afterwards ufed 
in war. So, in King John : 

«* Cry havock^ kings." 

And in Julius Cafar : 

** Cry havock^ and lei flip the dogs of war.** 

^t feems to have been the iigual for general flaughter, and is ex* 
prefsly forbid in the Ordinances des BatfaiUeSy 9 R. ii. art. 10: 

*-" Item, que nul foil fl hardy de crier havuck fur peine d^avotr 
la left coupe.'* 

The fecond article of the fame Ordinances feems to have beea 
fatal to Bardolph. It was death even to touch the pix oj little 
price, 

*' Item, que nul foit fi hardy de toucher le corps de noftre 
Seigneur, ni le vrjfel en fuel it ejl, fur peyne d'eftre traincz 8c pendu, 
k le tefte avoir coupe.'* MS. Cotton. Nero D. VI. 

Tyrwhitt. 
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As I do know the confurs worthinefs, 
So. can I name his faults :•— 

Sic. Confal! — what conful? 

Men. The conful Coriolanus. 

Bru. He a conful! 

CiT. No, no. no, no, no. 

Men. If, by the tribunes* leave, and yours, good 
people, 
I may be heard, Td crave a word or two; 
The which fhall turn you to^ no further harm. 
Than fo much lots of time. 

Sic. Speak briefly then ; 

For we are peremptory, to defpatch 
This viperous traitor; to t]t& him hence, 
Were but one danger ; and, to keep him here. 
Our certain death ; therefore, it is decreed. 
He dies to-night. 

Men. Now the good gods forbid. 

That our renowned Rome,^ whofe gratitude 
Towards her deferved children^ iscnrolFd 
In Jove's own book, like^an unnatural dam 
Should now cat up her own! 

Sic. He's a difeafe, that muft be cut away. 

Men. O, he's a limb, that has but a difeafe; 
Mortal, to cut it off; to cure it, eafy. 
What has he done to Rome, that's worthy death? 
Killing our enemies ? The blood he hath loft, 

' — .. JhsU turn you to — ] ThU fingular czpreffion has alrtftdj 
occurred in Tki ttmpefi r 

" — — my heart bleeds 

«^ To thiok o'the lecn that I have tunCd y9u /o.** 

Stbbvbns.^ 
* TowMvtU kit deferved ekUdren — ] Defirvtdy for dtftrvingm So, 
^tligkted for del'igktingy ia Otktllo : 

*' If virtue oo dtUgkttd beautf lack,**—. MalONB. 
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(Which, I dare vouch, is more than that he hath, 
By many an ounce, ) he dropp'd it for his country : 
And, what is left, to lofe it by his country, 
"Were to us all, that do't, and fufferit, 
A brand to the end 6* the world. 

Sic. This is clean kam. * 

Bru. Merely awry:^ When he did love his 
country. 
It honoured him. 

Men. The fervice of the foot 

Being once gangrened, is not then rcfpcfted 
For what before it was ? '- 



^ This ts clean kam. ] i. e. Awr^r. So Cotgrave interprets, Tout 
v» d contrepoil. All goes clean kam, Henc« a cambrel for a crooked 
Aick, or tbe bend in a horfe's hinder leg. Warburton. 

The Welch word for crooked is kamf and .in Lyly*s Endjmion^ 
xSgi, is the following palEige: *• But timely, madam, Cfooki 
that tree that will be a camock^ and young it piicks that will be 
a thorn.*' 

Again, in Sappio and Phao^ 1391 ; 

*^ Camocks muft be bowed with fleight not ftrength.** 
Vulgar pronunciation has corrupted clean com into ktm iam, and 
this corruption is prefcrved in that great repofitory of ancient vuU 
garifms, Stanyhurft's tranflation of yirgil, i582 : 
' *• Scinditur incertum Jndia in centraria vulgus*** 

•( The wavering commons ia k)m kam fedes are haled.** 

Steevensl 

In the old tranflation of Gv/man dt Alfarache the words Hm, 

kamt occur ftveral times. Amongft others, take the folIowiii|f 

inftance : ^^ All goes topfie turvy ; all kim^ kam ; aH is tricks and 

devices: all riddles and unknown myfteries." P. 100. Reed. 

• Merely awrf:] i. e. abfolutely. See Vol, IV. p. 9, n. 5. 

Steevsns. 

7 Being once gangreu'd^ is not tken reJpeHed 

For what before it v/ast] Nothing can be more evident, than 

that this could never be faid by Coriolanus*s apologift, and that it 

was faid by one of the tribunes ; I have therefore given it to Sici« 

iiius. Warburton. 

I have reftor*d it to Menenius^ placing an interrogation point At 
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Bru. We'll hear 00 more^w 

Purfae him to his houfc, and pluck him thence; 
Left his infeflion, being of catching iiatme» 
Spread fuithcr.' 

Men. One word morc^ one word. 

This tiger-footed rage, when it fhali find 
1 he harm of unfcann'd fwiftnefs, will, too late, 
Tic leaden pounds to his heels. Proceed by pro- 

ccfs ; 
Left parties (as he is belov'd) break out, 
And fack great Rome with Romans. 

Bru. If it were.fo,-^' 

Sic. What do ye talk? 
Have we not had a tafte of his obedience? 
Our aediles fmote ? ouvfelves refifted? — Come:— 

Men. Confidcr this;— -He has been bred i' the 
wars 
Since he could draw a fword, and is ill fchool'd 
In boultcd language ; meal and bran together 
He throws without diftinftion.- Give' me leave, 
rii go to him, and undertake to bring him^ 



the conclufion of 'the fpeech'. Mr. Malone, confidcring it as an 
impeifed fcauiice, gives it thus : 

Fot what before it was; — Steevens. 

You alledge, fays Menenius, that beiug direafed, he mail be 
cut away. Accorj^ing then lo your argumciU, the fool, being 
once gangrened, is not to be Tcfpeded for w/hat it uas bcfoTe rt 
vas gangrened. — ** Is this juJiV* MeHcTiras woold have added, \i 
the tribune had not interrupted him : and indeed, without any 
fuch addition, from his fiaie of the argument thefe words are un« 
derftood. Malone. 

• io bring Aim — ] In the old copy the words in peace arc 

found at the end of this line. Thev probably ucie in the Mfj 
placed at the beginniog of tiie next line, and caught by the ttan« 
fcriber^s eye gia xiug on the line belov^. The cmcnftatiou -wat 
made by Mr. Fopc. Malonbv 
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Where he fliall anfwer, by a lawful form, 
(In peace) to his ntmoft peril. 

1. Sen. Noble tribune^^ 

It is the hnmane way: the other coutft 
Will prove too bloody; and the end of it 
Unknown to the beginning.^ 

Sic. Noble Menenlus, 

Be yoi> then as the people's officer :— 
Maftersy lay down yoor weapons. 

Brq. Go not home. 

Sic, Meet on the market-place: — We'll attend 
you there: 
Where, if you bring not Marcius, we'll proceed 
In our firft way. 

Men. I'll bring him to you: — 

Let me defire your company. [ to the Senators. ] He 

muft come, 
Or what is worft will follow. 

1. Sen. Pray you, let's to him. 

[ Exeunt. 



• ihiendejii 

Unknown to tht beginning.'] So, in the Tempejt^ Aft It. fc. ii 
«^ The Utter end of tUi. commonwealtJi forgeti the begioniirg.*' 

STBBVilMK 
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SCENE 11. 
A Room in Coriolaoas^s Houja. 

Mnter Coriolanus, knd Patricians* 

Cor. Let them pull all about mine ears ; prefent 
me 
Death on the wheel, or at wild horfes' heels ; * 



* DtM 0« ilt laUil^ 9r «/ wiid korJeC keils : ] Neither of tb^ftf 
puoifhincnts was known at Rome. Shakfpeare hid probably- read 
, or heard in his youth that Balthazar de Gcrrard^ who aflaffinalcd 
William prince of Orange in 1584^ Wds torn to pieces by wild 
horfes; as Nicholas de Salvedo had been not long before, for con- 
fairing to take away the life of that gallant prince. 

When I wrote this note, , the pnnilhmeiit which Tullus Hoftilius 
infljded on Metiius Su£Fetius for deferting the Roman ftaudard, 
had cfcaped my memory : 

^^ Haud procol inde cUx Metium in diverfa quadrigae 
«*' Diftuleraot, ( at tu didis, Albane, maneres,) 
*' Raptabatque viri mendacis vifcefa Tullus 
** Per fylvam ; Sc fparfi rorabaot fanguine vepres.** 

• ^ ^n. VllT. 642. 

Hpwev«T» 4« Shakfpeare has coupled this (pfcics of punifHment 
with another that ceruiuly was unknown to aucieot Rome, it is 
h%hly probable that he was not apprized of the flory of Mettius 
Suffetius, and that in this, as in various other inftances, the prac* 
.tice of his own time was in his thoughts: (for in 1694 John 
Ghaftel had been thus executed in France for atteh)piing 10 affafli* 
nate Henry the Fourth : ) more efpecially as we know from the 
teftimuny of Livy that this c^ucl capital puniihmeot was never in- 
flidcd frpm the breginoing to the end of the Rcpubiick, except in 
this finale ioftance. . 

^* Exinde, duabus admotis qua^rigis, in currus earum diftentum 
illigat Met'tium. Deinde in diverfum iter equi concitati, lacerum 
in utroque curru coigpus qud inhjeferant vinculis membra, portaotes. 
Avertere oranes a tanti foeditaie fpedaculi oculos Primum ulti* 
fllumq^t illud fuppliciut^ apud Romanos exempli parum menioris 
legum bumanarum fuit: in aliis, ^loriari licet nulli gentium mi* 
tiores pUcuiflc ^o»n^." Liv. lib. I. xxviii, Maloke. 
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Or pile ten hills on the Tarpeian rock^ 

Irhat the precipitation might down flretch 

Below the beam of fight, yet will I ftill 
Be thus to them. 

£nier VolumiSiA. 

|4 Pat; ^ You do the nobler. 

Cor. i inufe.^ my mother . '* 

Does iiot approve me further, who was wont 
To call them woollen vaffals, things created 
To buy and fell with groats ; to {how bare heads 
In congregations, to yawn, berftill, and wonder. 
When one but of my ordinance ^ flood up • 
To fpeak of peace, or wai*. 1 talk of you; 

[ To VOLUMNlAi. 

Why did you wilh me milder? Would you have me 
Falfe to my nature ? Rather fay, I play 
drhe ihah I am. * 

Vol. O, fir, fir, fir, 

I would have had you put your pbwer well oh^ 
Before yon had worn it. out. 

doRi Let go/^ 

* I mufe^ ] That it, / wondir, / «iii «/ « h/t. Johnson. 
Sd, iii MMhtlh: 

it Do not muft at me, tny moft nbble friends — • ** 

SteeVinS; 
^ _ my 9rdinMnci — ] My rini, Jornson. 

* Tht man I am. 1 Sir Thomas Haonier fupipUcs the dtftSt in ihii 
line, very judicioufly io my opinion, by readings 

Truly the ihAn J am. 
Truly is properly oppofed tb Falfi in the pirecediog line. 

StebvbnI, 
^ Let go. ] Here again Sir Thomas Hanme#, with fafficient pro- 
^riety^ reads-:- Wkj^ let it go. -:->Mr. Ritfon would complete th« 
aoeafuife with a ftroilar ezpreffion, which occurs in OtitUo^ — *» Let 
it go «//.**.» Too many of the (hort replies in this and other 
pUyt of Shakfpeare, are appairtntly mutilated. Steevenv. 

Vol. XVll. Z 
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Vol. Ybii might have b^eii enough tli^ laiii yoa 
arc, 
With driving left to be fo : Ictfer Had been 
The thwartings of your difpofitibds,^ if 
You had not (how'd them how you were difpos^d 
Ere they lack'd power to crofs you. 
g Cor. Let th£m hang. 

Vol. Ay, and bi:^tn too. 

Enter MzNimus, and Senators. 

K1ei<. Come, comi, you have been too r6u^tt» 
fomethihg too rough; 
You muft return, and mend it. 

1. Sen. There's ho femcdy; 

Urilefs, by not fo doing, our good city 
Cleave iti the inidft, and perifli. 

Vol. . tray, be couhfel'd: 

I have a heart as little apt as yours, 
But yet a brain, thzit leads my ufe of angef. 
To better vantagfe. 

Men. Well faicj, hbblc wbmaii: 

Before he ftiould thus ftoop to the herd,* but that 



* The thwartings ef your di/pqfitions^] The old copies exhibit it: 

Tki things of your di/pojitions, 
A few letters replaced, that by fome careleflnefs dropped out, 
reftore us the Poet's genuine reading: 

the thwartings of your dif portions., Theobald. , 
Mr. Theobald on\y Improved on Mr. Rowe's cprredion — 
That things that ttwavt your difpofitiont. Malone. 

• Btfon he Jhouidthus Jlgop to tie hgrd, ] [ Old copy— ftoop t« 
the heart, ] But how did Coriolanut ftoop to his heart? He ratiier, 
ai we vulgarly e&prefi it, mside his proud heart ftoop to.the necefl»ty 
of the timest I am perfuaded, my cmeadation gives the true read« 
iog. So before in this play: 

*♦ Are thefe your herd ? " 
So, in Julius Cajar s ** — when be perceived, the commoa itfi 
.Vas glad ht fefut*d the crowa, ** &c. T&£0»AU>. 
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The violent fit o' tbe time craves it as phyfkk . 
For tbe whole ftate, I would put mine armour on, 
^Which I can fcarcely hear. 

Cor. Whatmuft I do? . 

Men. Return to the tribunes. 

Cor. , Well, 

What then ? what then ? 

Men. Repent what you have fpoke. 

Cor. For them?— I cannot do it to the gods; 
Muft I then do't to them? 

Vol. You are tooabfolute; 

Though therein you can never be too noble. 
But when extremities fpeak.^ I have heard you fay, 
'Honour and policy, like unfevet'd friends, 
r the Wat do grow together : Grant that, and tell 

me, 
In peace, what each of thenci by th* othct lofe, 
That they combine not there. 

Cor. Tufli, tufh! 

Men. a good demand. 

\ Vol. If it be honour, in your wars, to feem 
The fame you arc not, (which, for your beft ends. 
You adopt your policy,) how is it lefs, or worfc, 
That it fhall hold companionfhip in peace 
With honour, as in_war ; lince that to both 
Itflands in like requeft? 

Mr. Theobald*} conjcdure is coniiTaiid by & paffage, in which 
Coriolanus thus dcfcribes tbe people: 

** You (hames of Rome ! you herd of '* 

Herd was aociently fptlt hiatd* Mtnce htarf crept into the old 
copy. Malonr. 
^ Tou are tod uhJUult; 
Th$ugh therein yv« can never hi too noble^ 

But vken exhtmiiiii Jf*ai^ ] ExMpt io cafes of vrgent accef- 
fity, when your refolute and noble fpiric, ]vowev«r commeadable 
at other times, o«)^t to yieM t^ the occa£on. Mai/oms. 

Z 2 
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Cor. Why force you' Ais? 

Vol. Bccaufc that now it lies you on to fpcak 
To the people; not by your own inftru6lion, 
Nor by the matter which your heart prompts you 

to.« 
But with fuch words that are but roted In 
Your tongue, though but baftards» and fyllables 
Of no allowance, to your bofom's truth.* 



' Why force y§u ] Why urge yoii, Johnson. 
So, io King Htnry VIII s 

«« If you wiU now uoiCe io your complainti* 
*( And force thcoi with a confbncy — . ** M4L0N1. 
* Nor hy the matttr which your heart prompts you to, ] [ Old copy 
— prompts yov, ] Perbapi, the ineaniog i», which your heart prompts 
you to. We have many fuch elliptical expreffioot ia thcfe plays* 
See Vol. XVI. p. i85, n. s. So, in Julius Caftr : 
•* Thy honourable metal may be wrought 
4i From what it is difpofs*d [ to ]. ** 
Bat I rather believe, that our author has adopted the language of 
the theatre, and that the meaning is, which your heart fuggefts 
to you ; which your heart furniflies yoa with, as a prompter fur- 
niflics the player with the words that have cfcaped his memory. So 
afterwards: ** Come, come, we*ll pron^pt you.** The editor of 
the fecond folio, who was entirely unacquainted with our author's 
peculiarities, reads — prompts you /•, and fo all the fubfequent 
copies read. Malone. 

I am content to follow the fecond folio $ though perhaps wt 
ought to read : / 

Nor hy the matter which your heart prompts in you. 
So, in a Sermon preached at St. Paul's Croje, kc, iSSg: «»— for 
often meditatyon prompteth in us goodc thoughtes, bcgettyng theron 
goode wprkes, '* 8cc. 

Without fome additional fyllable the verfe is defedive. 

STEEVENf. 

• hajlards 0nd fyllables 

' Of no allowance, to your bofom*s. truth,] I read: ^^ of no alii' 
ance ; *' therefore haflards. Vet allowance may well enough ftand^ 
as meaning legal rights ejahli/hed ranh^ or fettled authority, 

' JOHNSOMr 

Allowance is certainly right. So in Othello^ Ad If. fc. i; 

•* his pilot 

** Of very expert and approved allowanco* *' 
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Now, this no more difhonours you at all, 

Than to take in a town* gentle words, ^ 

Which elfc would put you to your fortune, and 

The hazard of much blood. — 

I would diflemblc with my nature, where 

My fortunes, and my friends/at ftake, requir'd, 

I fhould do fo in honours I am in this, 

Your wife, your fon, thefe fenators, the nobles; 

And you** will rather (bow our general •lowts'* 

How you can frown, than fpend a fawn upon them, 

For the inheritance of their loves, and fafeguard 

Of what that want^ might ruin. 



pr. Johnfon'i aniendiiieiit, however, ii cpuptenaAced hi^ an ex- 
meffion in The Taming of a Shrew, where Petruchio'i fflrrupt arc 
laid lo be *^^ of no kindred. " St.eeven*. 

. I at firft wai plcafed with Dr. Johnfon's propofed emendation, 
becaufe "of no allowance, i. e, approbation, /» your bofom't 
truth,'* appeared to me unintelligible. Bui allowance has no con« 
aedion with the fubfequeut woidg, "to your bofom's truth.'* 
The conHruSion is — though but baftards to your bofom's truth, 
11^/ the lawful ijfue oj your heart. The words, *' and fyllables of no 
allowance, '* arc put in oppofition with kajards^ and are as it 
were parenthetical. Malone. . 

'Than to takejMa /oti/rt— ] To fubdue or deftroy. Seep. aaS, 
H. 9, Malone. 

• .^o— i am in this^ 

Tour wife, your fon^ thefe fen^aiors, the nobles : 
And y6u kc. ] Volnran|a ia perfuading Coriol^nus that he 
ought to flatter the people, as the general iortunc was at ftakc ; 
arid fays, that in this advice, (he fpeaki,;as l^is wife, as his fon; 
as the fcnaie and body of t^e patricians ; , who,were^n fonw meafurt 
iiak*d tohis'condua. Warrijr.tqw. 

I rather think the mtaning is, / am in Mm condition, lam at 
Jiake, together with your wife, your /on. Johnson. 

/ am in «Aii, means, lam in this predlca-men^ M. MASON. 

I think the meaning is, In this advice, in exhorting you to ad . 
thus, i fpeak not only as yiour mother, but as yo^r wife, your 
fon, &c. all of whom are at Jaks, Malone. 

4 ^ our general lowts-^] Ovlt common chwns. Johnsok. 

f ^^ Hat ^^Rt] The w«n/ of their loves. JoHN*OiU 
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Men, Noble ladyi — 

Come, go wufc U5 ; fpeak fair : you may falve £b. 
Not what* is daiigcrous prefent: b^t the lofs 
Of what is paft. 

Vol/ I pr'ytbec now, my fop. 

Go to th«ni, wUh tin* bonnet in thy hand;^ ^^ 
And thus 'far having ftrctch-d it, (here be with 

them, ) 
Thy kiiee buffing the ftooes, (for in fmch faarfii^c£$ 
ASttMH is eloquence, and the eyes of the ignorant 
^lore learned than the ears, ) wavinig thy head. 
Which often, thu^, correiSing thy d^ut heart, • 



* Kpt wiai — *- 1 Ha thif place no/ fipeiiis to fign^y »df .^ti^. 

JaHNMtN^ 

7 wUk tbif honneitn Uj k/fnd ; ] "Surely our author wrote ^^ 

with thy bonnvt hi thy hand; 'fof I ctrnftOffirpfiole that ^hc iaundcd 
(hat VOlumnHi Ihoi^B either routfh -or ttl^c •off the i»onoct wbioh 4>tf 
ha given to Goticilantrt. MAbOttt. 

"When Volumoia Tay$ — " this boQirct, '* (he may be fupprffed tc^ 
point at U, without any atteo^pt to touch it, or tike it e^ff. 

^Stebvens. 

• waving thy liead. 

Which often, ,^4f«, coruSin^^ tMy Jlout hiart^'^ But do aoy Of , 
^e andent or modern maftert oT elocution pftffcribe the vfavin^ 
ike kead^ when they treat of adion? Or how does tb^ waving tbi 
head corre^ the ftoutneft of the heart, or oyideoce iuimility? Or, 
laftly, where is the feoTe or grammar of tb^fc words, Wkith^oftm^ 
lAtfj, "Sec ? 'Tbefe queftions are fufB-cient ^o ihow tb;|t the Uoes are 
corrupt. I would read therefore : 

^ uaving thy hand, 

WHich fbften rittj, ctrrtHing thy fiititt h$mrt. 
This is a very proper precept of adion fniiingthe occaifioof 
Wave thy band, feys flia, and foften thecaAioa of it thuf, *^ t^en 

trike tipon thy breaft, ^nd by that afiion ihow the, pftOpU thpu 
a(i corred^d thy -^out bea^t< AM here is fine .«Qd .proper^ 

'^he corre^fOQ is ingeniout, 'yet I think it not right. Jifad.^ 
hand is iadiffcrent. The iani is vt^vtd to gain '.attention; the 4«^ 
is (baken in token of forrow. The word wave fuits better to 
4h« h^^i but In caniid^ring the ai|^lio/ft language, top «m\^ch ^e^ 
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N^w humble, as tljc ripcft mjul^crry, • 

That vyill not hold the handling : pr, fay to theni| 



«&oft mot ht laid on propriety, agMnft ihc copiies. 1 wpald re^ 
Ihu*.: 

waving tkj AiMd, 

<With 0jieu^ thus, cotrMng ihj Jtoui hesri. 
TJbjt i^.Jhaiing thy kmi, aad Jtriiing x\xf breaft. The aUen* 
tion is flight, and the gcAure recdrnpicnded not inapioper. 

JpuN^N. 

Skakfpeare ufes the fame expreffion ia H4mlit: 

*'* And tbricc his hea4 waving thus, up and down.*' 

' STBtyiNS. 

I Ji^ve fQ9a^^i9i.e8 tho,9|;ht tb^t this p^agf might prigi^Ujr Ijiavft 
j^a4 |fbu».: 

waving thy h^^, 

i-^y^^ch liuf^lh ,i^ii ] correftjng .thy fliout heart, 
If^'V J9l^ir^'4 a» /Kc Jipf ft .npulbf^ry. XyawHUT. 
As there is no verb in this palTage as it ftands, fome amend* 
jnent muft be made, io make it intelligible ; and that which J 
Aow pjopofe, is to read haw' inftead of now, which is clearly the 
driffbt teadiog. M. Mason. 

I am perfoaded thefe lines are printed exadly as the author wrote 
4hem, a fimiiar kind of pfiraOeology being found in his other 
p4ays. ^kkh^ &c. is the ib(blu(e cafe, and is to be underftoo^ 
as if he had written— li ofteu, &c. So, in tkt Wifitir*s Talt9 
** — This your fon-in-law, 

" And fon unto the king, ( to Aom heavens direfting, ) 
»> Is iroih-plight to youf daughter. " ' ^ 
Again, in King John:* ' 

" he that wins of all, 

.^^ X)f Jcings, and (beggars, 'ol^ mjen, young .m en «. maids, -^ 

h*- Who ihaving no exxiem^l thing .to J^ofc- < 

M .^ut iibe word .maid, .~ cheats the poor maid of that. ** 

Jn .th£ loxmtr oi %hde paiTages, \*'v>kom hravjens dire^ing, *'. it 

to be underftood ^s if Shakjfpearje^ad written, kin iieavens dire^* 

i^.; iiM^nn rf^y /u,f^{tt) V»^ i."^ Ai^ l^tt^r, ,V «<A'' ^vipg'* has the 

import of They haying. //"^Ai/ jmqd (imitteu ppMV'^t pyrt^tir nomtm 

td^xinis, ffiffidf.p\btLs, See yol. XI. p. 356, n. 4. 

Tbjfs to6(ie of fpecch, though not fiich as we fliould now ufe, 
having' been uted'by ShakfpeVre, any emendation of this contefttd 
parage becomes unneceflary. Nor is this kind oi phrafeology 
peculiar to our author : fdr ya ^. Raignold's Lives of all iht £tt« 
Jtnoursy 1^71} ^ol. 3. b« I find the fame conftrudion: «»— aiFotA*^ 

z 4 
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Thau art theif fpldicr, and being bred in broils. 
Haft not the foft way, * which, thou doft confcfs, 



^ty vras puffing ia a fmall boate toward tb^ (hoare, tq fynde the 
kyoge Piolcrxiey, be was by bit cotomaaiideiiieot flayne, before he 
came to land, of Scpiimius aod Achilla, wk$ hoping by killing of 
hitn to purchafc tbt frieadftiip of Csfar.— Who now being come 
unto the iboare, aod entering Alexandria, had fodainly prefentcd 
unto him the head of Pompey the Great, ** &c. 

Again, in The Continuation of Hardyng*s Ckronidij i543, 
Signat Mm. ij. *> And now was the kyng within twQo datci jour- 
ney of Sa^ifli^qry, when the duke attempted ^o mete himt wkicit 
duM ^9"^ accompaigoied with great ftrengtb of WelQiemen, whom 
be hi^d enforced thereunto, and cohcrted more by lordly com. 
maundmenrt than by liberal wages and hire: whiche thyng was i^ 
decdfc the caufe that tbci fell from hym and forfoke him. Where- 
fore he,*' &c. See alfo Vol. X. p. 204, n, 2. 

Mr. M.' Mafon fa\8, that there 'is no verb in the fentence, and 
therefore it muft be corrupt. The verb is ^», and in the fentence, 
Aci more abrupt than many Qiher% iri thefe plays. Go to the 
people, fays Volumnia, and appear before them in a fuppUcatiog * 
alMtocIf,-^ Vith thy bonnet ip thy hand, thy knees oq the ground, 
(for ill fuch cafes adioa is eloquence, &c. ) waving thy head*,, t^ 
-by iis frequent bpQdings, [fuch as thofe that I qow make,) fub- 
lluiug thy Aout heart, which now (bould be as humble as the 
ripeft mi)lberry: or, if thefe filcnt gcfturef qf fi^pplication do not 
move them, add wqrds, aod i^y to ihem, &c. 

Whoever has feen a player fupplicating to be heard by the au- 
dience, when, a tt^niuH, for whatever caufe, has ^rifeq in a theatre, 
viU ptrfcaiy feel the fqrce of the wprds — ♦'waving thy head,'* - 

No emendation whatever appears to me to be neccQary in thefe 
lines. Malone. 

All I (hall ob(erve refpediog the validity of the inftances adduced 
by Mr. Malone in fupport of his pofition, is, that as ancient prefs* 
'workfeldom' received any corredion, the errors of one printer may 
frequently ferve to countenance thofe of another, without affording 
any legitimate decifion in matters of phrafeology. Steevens. 

^ hum^liy as the ripejt mulbirry. ] This fruit, when tho^ 

roughly ripe, drops from the tree. Stelvens. 

iEfcbyli^s (as appears frpm a fragment of his ^PTFES S EK- 
.T0P02 ATTPA, preferved by Athenxus, lib. ii.) fays of He^oj? 
|hat he was fofter^than v^ulberr\ts* / 
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CORIOLANUS. 345 

Were fit for thee to ufe, as they to claim, 

In alking their good loves; but thou wilt firame 

Tbyfelf, forfooth, hereafter theirs, fo far 

As thou haft power, and perfpn. 

Men. This but done. 

Even as (he fpeaks, why, all their hearts wer« 

yours I ^ 
For they have pardons, being alk'd, as free 
As words to little purpofe. / 

Vol. Pr'ythee now. 

Go, andbe rul'd: although, I know, thouhad^ft 

rather 
Follow thine enemy in a fiery gulf/ 
Than flatter him in a bower/ Here is Cominius, 

Enter Cgminius. 

Com. 1 have beei^ i* the market-place : and, fir, 
'tis fit 



? ^. 471^ y*ing bred in broils^ 

Hoji not the foft tvajj] So, in Othello (folio 1625 ): 

^* . Rude am I in my fpeech, 

«' And Utile blefsM with the/o// pbrafe of peace; 

«( And little of thii great world can I fpeak, 

*( More than pertains to feats of broils and baltlec." 

Maloni, 
' Even as Jhe Jpeaki^ wkjy all their hearts were yours :'[ The word . 
«// was fupplied by Sir Thpmas Hanmer to remedy the apparent de» 
fed in this line. I am not fure, however, that we might nc^t better 
Tcad, as Mr. Riifon propofes : 

Even asjhe Jpeais it, why their hearts were yours, 

Steevens. 

* in a fiery gulf^] 1. e. into. So, in King Richard III : 

♦* But firft, ?11 turn yon fellow in his grave." Steeyens. 
'^ * Than flatter him in a bower. ] A bower is the ancient term for 
f, chamber. So Spenfer, Protbalam. ft. 8. fpeaking of The Temples 
«t Where now the ftudiout lawyers have their bowers,^* 
Sec alfo Chaucer 8cc. pafl&ra. Steevens. 
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Ton make ft^jong pajty, gx 4eCcpd yourCdf 
By c^lif^Mf% prl?y ^ifcAC^c; .aU> ^ ^oger. 

Men, Only ^air fp^cU. 

Com. I Aitjcf 'f^wilj fery/c, if k/e 

, Can ^f ctQ frg^e his %irit. 

Vol. HexDifft, aad.will:-p9 

Pr ythcc, now, fay, you will, and go d:>xdiit it. 

Cor. Muft I go Ao^ dicm my nnbarb'd fconcc?* 
Muft I 
With my bafe tongue, give to my noble heart 
Aiic, that it muft bear? Well, 1 will do^t: 



to prcfcQC tbcmfelvet to them in fordid and negleded arefles.^ 

Johnson* 

Uniarhii^ bare, uncovered. In the times of chivalry, when 
a horfe was fully armed and .accoutred for the encounter, be was 
faid to ^Jbar^edi pfo^;ibdy ,^qi .fl^e fi\^ yro^rd kft^h f^bifh C^au« 
cer'ufes fpr a veil or covering. " Hawkins, ' 

Unbarbed fconce is untrimm*d or unfhavtn kimi. To bath a man^ 
was to (have him. ,$0^ in Promos and Cajfandra^ iSyS: 

**^ Grim. you are fo cl^^p ^ Y,9^^^ ^MV>* 

*' Roxf. Md .w.tip (A^#« J19U, ,^rinvt41 ? 
** Grim, A dapper )^^Vjtt ^e ^qtcfi* 
*' /^iW- :f %^^^ ^'^fP ?Wt,\¥ J^c ^ 4e^a^^.«r(?V 
To barbe the ^el^ jwa? Jp i;^t,^l>c /^yi. ]S9,\^/i jpr^aytjonU P^J' 
elbion^ Sor^gTCiy : 

,^» The labring hunter tufts the thick unbdrbtd grounds.** 

» 9rivc^aQop^^|3[.(£x^^?WPtM?at fjotfi .*fr^ir ^l^p ^jQlfl^f , 
'^ *wt tf^s jDx?^a,^JiJl<;8^ v[i )^^ j^mp^tfU 4)ft -TjAf .PJfvA^^Rpfl4/9^ 
p. 2i5.) " would that appearance [ p/ Mft^ fK#^*iil hf^e^bfi$? 
particular at Rp,«jMe i/i ,^h^ jiqpc ^9f .^Cerip^^^m.?" E\t^ry ^^j^t^ but 
|he P!,e^, uaderftands that Sliakfpeare gives to all countries the 
falhions ^of his ,p^)«ra. ._ » 

^ Un^arji^d ;raay, {ujM^?H«Jr, ;Uf^r ^J^ %fl^fi^»^^?i» r^J^IA^h.^he lata 
Mr. Haimki^ }nq^)^,^^ 4^,\i, S9, J9 #V!^^^f', .f»!a ^Pf^rMe 
by>k^Upn, f«gc.jf ,fpjqa^ifig^,of,a>^rf^^ ^^i, i(^ys: . 

. . J53fJE%VSKi; 
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Yet wcjc tHcr^ buit i^bis fingle plot '^ to lofe, . 
This mould of -M^rciu^, th^y ^o duftibpuJ4 €^ixid 

And throw it ^tg^ioft tbic wind. -^ To jtbp ^D^rjket-p 

plapciTTT 
You h^^^ ipu^fla^ BOW tp fuph 4 pa«^t, wJiiph PCVCr ^^ 
J Ihr^U tdifchfirg^ {o th^ Ufc* * 

Com. Coibc, come, weMl pr9i»:p< you. 

Vol. I pr'ytlxcc ^ow^ fwc^t iofi; as thou h^E^ 
faid. 
My pratfes made 4bc(C fi^^ft a (bldier, tfo, 
To have my pratfe for ^hi^j, perform^ pan 
Thou haft ^ot done 'before/ 



' — — J5f»^/^ plqf — 1 |. e. piece, portion ; applied to a piece df 
^arthv *aad -htfe elegantly 4raBtferred to the body. carcaCe; 

* fvch ft /(«r/, Yvl)ipb p^tr Jcc] 5o, in Kift^ Ht^f^ Vf* 

P. III. Vol. XV. p. 89: . 

V — he wouM avoid fuck bitter taunts 

.«> WMckAiA >tiie time of dealh be^ve our father.'* 
Again, in ^he prcfif nt iccnc : 

'* But with/ji(A wqrdf tkitt ate but roted,*' &c. 
i^m, hi AA V. fc. iv: 

»» the benefit 

•* Which thou {bait thereby reap, ii fiLCk a name, 

•» Wkoft repetition will be,dogg*d- with curfe^.'* 
i. c. the repetition of which — . 
Again, in Ad V. fc. iii: 

" — np, not with /itcA friends, 

•* That thought them fure of you." 
This phrafeology was "introduced by Shakfpeare in the firft of 
theCe paflages, for the, old .play on which the third part of King 
'JHeiirjr'Fl. was jfouodcd, readt — Aj in the time of death. The 
word as has been fubflituted for which by the modem editors in 
the paflage before us. Malo^b. 

^ -^ — ptfjmm a^pAtl 

TAquMJK nH diffn jktfor^,] Q\^r ajuthor i* .$iU th^nJ:ip£ of his 
ihcatrf. Comiuitis has juft faid, C^ome, come, v{e'U /rD|fn^/,yop. 

Malom:. 
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p Cor. Well, I muft do't: 

Away, my difpofitibn, andpoffefs mc 
Some harlot's fpirit! My throat of war be turn'd» 
Which quired with my drum,* into a pipe 
Small as an eunuch, or the virgin voice 
That babies lulls afleep I The fmiles of knaves 
Tent in my cheek§ ; ^ and fchoolboys' tears take up 
The glaffes of my fight ! A beggar's tongue 
Make motion through my lips; and my arm'd 

knees. 
Who bow'd but in my ftirrop, bend like his 
That hath received an alms! — I will not do't: 
Left I furceafe to honour mine own truth/ 



I And, by my body's aftion, teach my mind 

i A moft inherent bafenefs. 

Vol. ' At thy choice then: 

:* To beg of tlice, it is my more difhonour, 

; . Than thou of them. Come all to ruin ; let 

/ Thy mother rather feel thy pride, than fear 

f Thy dangerous ftoutnefs ; ^ for I mock at death 

With as big heart as thou. Do as thou lift. 

Thy valiantnefs was mine, thou fuck'dft it from mc; 

But owe "^ thy pride thyfelf. 

• Which quind uilh my Jrum,] Which played in concert with mj 
drum. . Johnson. , 

So, ia T hi Merchant of Venice: 

^ <* Still quiring to the young-eyM cherubins.** Stebvbns. 
^Teni in my chetksg] To tent is to take up rejidence, Johnsom. 

* ", to honour mine own /r«M,] 

TikvTeoy J"^ (JikKif^ etlffyyno ff*kvToy. Pytliagoraf. Johnson. 

;; i ^ lit 

Thy mother rather feel thy pride^ than fear 
} Th]f dUngerous fioutnefs s ] This is obfcure. Perhdips, (he means, 

^ , GOt do thy, ruorjli Ipl me rather feel the utmoft extremity that thy 

pride can bring upon us^ than live thus in fear of thy dangerous 9hji» 
nacy, Johnson. 

"* — — owe — ] i. c, own. R££D. 
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Cor. I^ray, be content; 

Mother, I am going to the market-place ; 
Chide me no more. Fll mountebank their loves, ' 
Cog their hearts from them, and come home belovM 
Of all the trades in Rome. Look, 1 am going: 
Commend me to my \vife. Til return confui; 
Or never truft to what my tongue can dp 
r the way of flattery, further. 

Vol. Do your will. [Exii. 

Com. Away, the tribunes do attend you: arm 
yourfelf 
To anfwer mildly; for they are prepared 
With accufatiotis, as I hear, more ftrong 
Than arc upon you yet. 

Cor. The word is, mildly : — Pray you, let us go : 
Let them accufc me by invention, I 
Will anfwer in mine honour. 

Men. Ay, but mildly. 

Cor. Well, mildly be it then ; mildly. [Exeunt, 

SCENE in. 

The fame. The Forum. 

Enter SiciNius and Brutus. 

Bru. In this point charge him home, that htf 
1 afFeas 

Tyrannical power : If he evade ns there, 



So, ia Macletki 

«^ To throw away the dcareft thing be 9wei^ 
«^ Ai 'twere a car«Ulii trifle.** Stisvsmi. 
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Enforce bim with hh envy ' to the people; 
And that th^ fpoil, got on th6 Antktes, 
Was lie'er difttibutcd,-*-^ 

Mnter an £dile. 

What, will he coftic? 
&B. He> coiwittg. 

Bku. " How accompinied ? 

• Md. With 0I4 MeriCdltlS, abd thoft fcnators 

That always favoured him. 

Sic. tiave you a catalogue 

Of all thd voices that W6 hive proctit'd, , 

Set down by the poll ? 

Md. ^ 1 have ; *tis ready, here."* 

Sic. Have yoii coiltfted them by tribes ?_ 
iEo. I hav6, 

- SiG» Aflemblc pfdferitly the people hither: 

And when they heat int ky, Itjhall htje 

r the right andjlrtngth 6" the commons^ be it either 

For death, for fiiit, ot banilhment, then let them, 

If I fay, fine, cry Jine ; if death, cry death; 

Infilling on the old prerogative 

And power i' the truth o' the caufe.' 



? .— — invy — ] i. t, malice, hatred. So, in King Henry Villi 

•* no black ^]iv^ 

«> Shall oiAkc my grave«** 
Sec Vol. XVI, p. 61, n. g. Steevens. 

< '/ii reaiy^ here.] The word—A*r*, \»hUh is wantiag in 

the old copii^< wsis {%i|)ptitd bf Sir f homas Hanfmer. Stbevens. 

* *t tkt truth 0' tht caujt, ] This if oot vbry eaUly und^r'^ 

ftood. We might read : 

* o'er the truth o* the caufe, Johnson. 

As I caaiiot/ KudcHHivid this paffage as it is potatisd, t <ll6tild 
fuppofe that the fpccchct &OuU be thus divided, and then it wiU 
require no czpUnation. 
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jEd. ^ I {hall inform them. - 

Bitu. Afla\Vlrfeii fetch tiiiic th^y h^vt ijtgtm ib 

Let them not ceafc, but with a din cqnfus'd 
Enforce the prefent eietufiofe 
Of what ive chaflce to fentcncc. 

&D. Vety Wkll. 

SiG; Mike th^m be fiifdilgs afed ^feady fo* this 
hint. 
When wfe fhall hag t6 giVi'f thfedi; 

Bru. Go abotit ili^^ 

[BxiVJEdiic. 
Put him to choler ifrtight: H^ Bfilh b^en tis'd 
Ever to conquer, and so have his worth 
Of contradiflion : * Being once chaf dj he cannot 
Be rein'd again to temperance 5 ^ then hfe fpifahs 
What'^s in his hieatt; and Ib^t h thfcfC, Whithiypks 
With us to break his neck.* 

Sie. InAfti^^ era the diet pif^T0|at2Vtt 

And power. 
JEd, In the ttuth of thte Citft 
I (hall Itiforth tbeni. 
That is, I wiU explain the matter to them fuWf, M'. Mufbir^ 

• and to have kis W^rth 

Of contradiSion:] The modern editbrs fubflituttd ti/tfn/; But 
the old copy reads tuorthy which is certainly right. He has beea 
ufcd td have his vfortk* or ( as i»e (hould now fay) his fennyn>ortk\ 
of contradidion ; his full quota or proportion. So, in Ramto wd 
Juliitr 

" — You take your pennyworth [offleep] now." 

■Malone* 

7 lie reind again to temperanc^ \ j Oiir po^ feems to Lave takeor 

fcverai of his images from the old pageants, in the neW editiba 

of Leland's Colledanea^ Vol. IV. p. 19b, the virtiie iemferance W 

reprefenicd »* holding iij hyt hauhd a^ ^z7/ oj an horfe.'* IIdllet. 

Mr. Toilet might hkve added, that both in painting ancl tculp* 
ttre the bit is the efta\>lii]b[ed fymbol olf this Virtue. H£NLEY. 
.• — T~ which ioois 
1fit% us to hree^Lhis Aid.] To lUk is to tf«iY or tupeB, The 
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Enter Coriolanus, Menenius, Cominius, S^a-« 
tors, and Patricians. 

Sic. Well, here he comes. 
! Men, Calmly^ I do befcech you. 

Cor. Ay, as an oftler, that for the poorcft piece 
Will bear th^ knave by the volume.* — The honour d 

gods . 

Keep Rome in fafety, and the chairs of juftke 
SupplyM with worthy men ! plant love -among us ! 
Throng our large temples with the flipws of peace. 
And not our ftreets with war!* 



fenfe I believe is, WUt ke k^ in Mis kiart is waiting there to ktip 
us to brtak kis neck, Johnson. 

The tribune rather fee ms. to mean — The fentiments of Coriola- 
iius*s heart are our coadjutors, and look to have their diare ia'pro« 
moting bit deftrudion. Ste£Vens. 

*. yVill bear tke knave hy ikt volume, ] i. e. would bear being 
called a knave as often a« would fill out a volume. Ste£V£NS. 

* plant love among us! 

Throng our large temples tvitk tke Jhows oj peace y 
And not our Jlreets witk war!] [The old copy — tkrougk.'X 
We fliould read: 

Throng our large temples : 

. The other is rank nonfenfe. Warburton. 
The emendation was made by Mr. Theobald. 
Tht Jhows of peace are multitudes of people peaceably aflembleti, 
cither to hear the determination of caufes, or for other purpoleft of 
civil government. Malone. ^ 

The real Jhows of peace among the SLomans, were the olive* 
branch and the caduceus ; but I qucftion if our author, on th« pre« 
. fent occafion, had any determinate idea annexed to his word*. Mr. 
' Malooe^s fuppofitioa, however, can haidly be right; becaufe t'be 
«( temples'* ( i. e. thofe of the gods, ) were never ufed for the cfe- 
tefttiLnation of civil caufes, 8cc. To fiich purpofes the Senate add 
the Forum were appropriated. The temples indeed might be thronged 
vith peo|>le who n^et to (haiOik the godi for a( return of peace. 

SrtivsMS« 
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I. Sen* Amen, amen! 

Men. Anobic wifli. 

Rt^enier Mdiletwiih Citizens. 

Sic. Draw near, ye people, 

Md. Lift to your tribunes ; audience : Peace, I 
fay. 

Cor. Firft, hear me fpeak. 

Both Tri. Well, fay ^Peace, ho.* 

Cor. Shall I be charged no further than this pre- 
fent? - X 

Muft all determine here ? 

Sic. I do demand, 

If youfubmit you to the people^s voices, 
Allow their officers, and are content . 

To fufFer lawful cenfure forfuch faults 
As fhall be prov'd upon you ? 

Cor. ' I am content. 

Men. Lo, citizens, he fays, he is content: 
The warlike fervice he has done, confider; 
Think on the wounds his body bears, which fliQw 
Like graves T the holy chucchyard. 

Cor. Scratches with briars, 

Scars to move laughter only. 

Mew. Confider farther. 

That when he fpeaks not like a citizen, 
You find him like a foldier: Do not take 
His rougher accents^ for malicious founds, 

■ FFW/, fay, — P$aa, ko.] Ai the metre is here defcaive, we 
n^ight fuppofe our author to have written : 

Well, ^r; fay on — Peace, hO. StfevenS. 

^ Hts rougher accents ] The old copy reads— «5/obj. Mr. 

fheobald made the change. Steevfns. 

Hit 1:\»ugher acants are the harCh Urms that he ufei. Maloni* 

Vol. XVII. . A a 
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Bat, as I fay, fuch as becoiqe a foldier. 
Rather than envy you. * 

Com. Well, well, no more. 

Cor. What is the matter, 
That being pafsM for conful with full voice, 
I am fo diihonour'd, that the very hour 
You take it oflFagain? 

Sic. Anfwer to us. 

Cor. Say then: 'tis true, I ought fo. 

Sic. We charge you; that you have cpntriv'd to 
take 
From Rome allfeafon'd office,^ and to \Vind 
Yourfelf into a power tyrannical ; 
For which, you are a traitor to thepeople. 
♦ Cor. How! Traitor? ^ ' 

•Men. Nay; temperately: Your ptomifc. 

Cor. The fires i' the loweft hell fold in the peo-^ 
pie! 
Call me their traitor ! — Thou injurious tribune ! 
Within thine eyes fat twenty thoufand deaths, 
In thy hands clutch'd* as many millions, in 



^ Raiker ikon envy yen.] Envy is here taken at large for ««* 
lignity or ill iDteniion. Johnsok. 

According to the cooflrudion of the fentence, tnvj it evidentljr 
ufed as a verb, and figniiits Xi>injuT€» la this fenfe it is ufcd byju* 
lictta in Tht Filgrim: 

** If I make a lie 

*» Xo gain yioar l6ve, and tnvj my beft nifirefs, 
^^ Pid me Mp agaioft a vraU," Itc. M. Mason. 
Rather than envy you.] Rather thati import ill will to you. Se* 
p. 349, n. — J ahd Vol. XVI. p, 6|» n. 9. Malo^ns. 

5 Jcafond ojict,] All offia ejiubli/htd and fetUti by titot, 

and made familiar to the people by long ufe. Johnson. 

^ — -^ilutch'd ] i. e. grafp'd. So Macbeth, la bSa ai^ 

dreCi to the ^^ air-drawn dagger:" 

o Come, let me c/«/U thee.^* St££V£K8. 
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Thy lying tongue both tiut6bcrs, I would fky, 
Thou lieft, Tinto thee, with a voice as free 
As I do |)ray the gods. 

Sic, M^rk you this* people? 

CiT. To iht rock with him ; to the rock with 
him! 7 ' ^ . 

Sic, Peace* 

We need not put new ttiatter to his charge t 
What you have feen him do, andhe^ird hitofpeak> 
Beating your officers, curfing yourfelves, 
Oppofmg laws with ftrokes, and here defying 
1 hofc whpfe gteal powef muft tty him ; even this, 
So criminal, and in fuch capital kind) 
Deferves the extremeft death. 

Bru. But fince he hath 

Serv'd.well for Rome, — 

Cor. * What do you prate offerviet? 

BkO. I talk of that, that know it. 

Cor. You? 

Men. 'Is this 

Thfe promife that you made yout mother? 

Com. Know> 

1 pray you,- — 

Cor. rU know no Tuirther : 

Let them pronounce the ftecp Tarpeian death, 
Vagabond exile, flaying ; Pent to linger 
But with a grain a day, I would not buy 
Their mercy at the price of one fair word; 
Nor check my Courage for what they can give,^ 

^ to the rod. Sec*. ] the firft f6iro reacbt 

To ik* rock, to tlC ro^i with hm,-^ 
Tht fecdnd only t 

To /V rock with himi 
I'hc preCtnt reading it therefore formed out of the two copies. 

A a a 
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To havc't with faying. Good morrow. 

Sic. For that he has 

( As much as in him lies) ftom time to time 
Envy'd againft the people,^ feeking means 
To pluck away their power; as now at laft^ 
Given hoftiie ftrokes, and that not in the prcfence^ 
Of dreaded juflice, but on the minifters 
That do diftribute it; In the name o' the people, 
And in the power oFus the tribunes, we, 
Even from this inftant, banifh him our city • 
In peril of precipitation 
From oflFthe rock Tarpeian, nevermore 
T6 enter our Rome gates: T the people's name, 
I fay, it fhall be fo. 

CiT. It fhall be fo, 

It fhall be fo ; let him away : ^le's bapifh'd, 
And fo it ftiall be.* 

Com. Hear me, my matters, and my common 
friends ;— 

Sic. He'sfentenc'd: no more hearing. 

Com. Let nae fpeak : 



' £nv7*</ againft the people^ ] i. e. behaved with flgot of hatred 
to the people. Steevens. 

* — — as now at lafi — ] Read ratheri 
— has now at lajl Johnson. 

I am pot certain but that aj in this inftance, has the power of 
MS well as. The fame mode of czpreffion I have met with dfmoog 
our ancient writers. Steevens. 

V not in the prefenct -^ ] Not ftands again for up/ only, 

JOHNSOlO 

It is thus yx{t A in the new Tejament^ i. Theff. iv. 8: 
'^ He therefore that defpitelh, defpifeth no/ man but God,** Sec, 

Steevens. 

? And/oit Jhallh,] Old copy, unmetrically— .fni^ iijhall he Jo. 

i SXEEVBMS. 
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1 have been confiil, and can fhow from Rome,^ 
Her enemies' marks upon me. I do love 
My country's good, with arefpe6l more tender, 
More holy,^ and profound, than mine own life, 
My dear wife's eftimate/ her womb's increafe, 
And treafure of my loins : then if 1 would 
Speak that — 

Sic, We know your drift : Speak what ? 

Bru. There's no more to be'faid, but he is ba- 
nifh'd, • 

As enemy to the pcop:le, and his conntr^: 
Itfhallbefo. . 

CiT. It {hall be fo, it ftiallbe fo. 

Cor. You common cry of curs!^ whofe breath 
I hate 
As reek o' the rotten fens, whofe loves I prize 
As the dead carcalfes of unburied men 



f .. — Jhow from i^omr,] Read— «* (how /or Rome," 

V M. MASOif. 

He cither raeaatv that his wounds were got out oi Rome, in the 
caufe of bis country, or that they mediately were derived from 
Rome, by his ading in <;ooformity to the orders of the ftate. Ntt. 
Theobald reads~-/or Rome ; and fupports his emendation by tbefe 
pafl'ages : ^ 

»» To banifh him that ftruck. more blows Jor ^JLome," 8cc. 
Again : 

*•*' Good man ! the wounds that he dees hczv Jor Rome,**-r-.. 

Malone. 
• My deqrwijes eJlmaUA I love my country beyond the rate 
at which I value my dear wife. Johnson. 

' Tou common cry oj cunl\ Cry here Hgnifies a troop or fack,, 
So, in a fubfequeni fcene, in this play: 
\ *' — — You have made good work, 

*k You and your cry,'* 
Again, in The two Noble Kin/men^ by Shakfpeare and Flctcheru, 
1634: 

»i I could have kept a hawk, and well have holla'd 
** Tp a deep cry of dogs." Majlone. 

Aa J 
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That do corrupt my air, I banifli you ; * 
And here rcipaia with your uncertainty! 
Let every feeble rumour (hake your hearts f 
Your enemies, with nodding of tb^ir plumesi» 
Fan you into defpair ! Have the power f^ill 
To banilh your defenders; till, at length, 
Yoar ignorance, (which finds not, till it feels,^) 
Making not refervation of yourfelves, 
(Still your own foes,) deliver you, as moft 

* / hani/h youf] So, in i^yly's Anat^y of WU, i586: «*'Wh«a 
it was caft in Diogenes* teeth that tbe Sinop^netes had k^nijhid hiog^ 
Pontus, y^a, faid he, / them/* 

Our p.oet has again tKe fame thought io King Rick^rd 11: 
«* Think not, the king did bani(h th^e, 
«^« But thou the kin^.** Malonk. 

■ Have the pnwer ftill 

To ttaniflk yfiur defenders ; till^ at Itngtk^ , 

Towr ignqranc^, [vhich Jinds noi^ tili it feels. Sec] Still utm^ 
the power of banjihh§ your defiwdtrs^ till your undi/eerning JoUfy 
•uthUh can forefee no confequences^ leave none in the city but ^ our/elves^ 
.who are always labouring your oxun dejlruclion. 

It is remarkable, that,, among the political maxims of the fpe- 
culative Hairrngton, there is one which he might have borrowed 
from this fpeech. The people^ fays he, cannot fee, hut they can jeeL 
II is not much to the honour of the people, that they have the fame 
charader of ftupidtity from their enemy and their friend. Such 
vai the power of our author's mind, that he looked through life in 
aH its relations private and civil. Johnshn. 

»* Tf*'* P^pP'^t (lo ^^c ihc comment of my friend Dr. Kearney^ 
IB his ingetiioot Legtures on History, quarto^ '77^0 cannot 
nicely fcrutinil^e errprs ii| government, but they are roufcd by galling 
opprcffion.*' — Coriolanus, however, means to fpeak flill more coo- 
temptnoufly of their judgment. Your ignorance is fuch, that you 
cannot fee tbe mifchiefs likely' to refult from your adioos, till you 
aduaily experience the iU eflFcds of them, — Inftead, however, of 
*• Making %ut refervation oF yourfelves," which is the reading of 
the old copy, and-which Dr. Johnfon very rightly explains, having 
%one in the city but yourfelv/s, I have n,o donbt that we (hould read, 
as 1 have printed, ^« Malting not refervation of yourfelves,*' which 
agrees with the fubfequent words — •* ftill your own fdc«," and 
"with the general purpprt of the fpeech; which is, to (how that the 
folly of the people was fuch as was likely to deftroy the whole o£ 
the republick without oji; Te(ei:vatit]ta, n^i «4^ otkersy but #9#ii^ 
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Abated captives/ to fome nation 
That won you without blows f Dcfpifing/ 
For you, ehe city, ihn^ I turn my back : 
There is a world elfewhere. 

[Exeunt Coriol4Nus, Cominius, Menenius, 
Senators, and Patricians. 
JE,D. The people's enemy is gone, is gone! 
Cit. Oar enemyV banifli'd! he is gone ? Hoo ! 
hoo! 

[ The people Jhout, and throxi) i^p ihnr caps^ 
Sic. Go, fee him out at gates, and follow him, 
As he hath followed you, with all defpite; 
Give him deferv'd vexation. Let a guard 
Attend us through the city. 

CiT» Come, come„ let us fee him' out at gates; 
come :— 
The gods preferve our nobl.e tribunes ! — Come. 

[Exeunt. 

tkemfelvesy and to fubjugate tbem as abated captives to fome boftlle 
nation. If, according 10 the old copy, the peoole have the pni<>^ 
dence to make Fcfervatioia of thcinfelve$, while they ai'c deftroying 
their country, they cannot with any propriety be faid to be in that 
relpeft **/t7/ their own foes.** Tbefe words thcief'orc decifivcly 
fupport the emendation now made. 

How often hui and noi have been confounded fo thefe plays", has, 

already been frcqueotiy obOcrvcd. In this very play hui has been 

printed, in a former fcene, ii\ftead dt Jiof, and the latter word fub- 

jlituted* Id all the raodehi t^ftioni. See p. 299, n. 8. Malone. 

Mr. Capell reads : 

** Makin-g ii«l reftiVation of yotir fclvci.'* Stecvens. 
^ Abz\^ eaftit^H^]Abatid 'n dejcded, fubdued, dc^rcffcd ia 
fpirSf. So, in ^tajnkii 1604, by Lord Sterline: 

*♦ T^o advance the humble, and ahatt the proud." 
i. c» Fsrctrt fiihjiSi^, & debellarc fuperboi. Abated has tlie fame 
power as the French abatiu^ See Vol. IX. p. Sar, n. 9. 

Steevens. ' 
" De/fijing,] As ihil line is iroperfed, pechaps gur author ori- 
ginally gave it~i 

Dejpifmg therefore. 

For you, the city, 8cc. Steevens, 
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ACT IV. SCENE I. 

The fame. Before a Gate of the City* 

Enter CoRiOLArfus, Volumnia, Vircilia, M£Ne- 
MUS, C0MINIUS9 and fever al young Patricians. 

Cor* Come, leave your tears ; a brief farewell; — 
the bead 
With many heads butts me away, — Nay, mother, 
Where is your ancient courage? you were us'd 
To fay, extremity w?is the trier of fpirits; 
That common chances common men could bear; 
That^ when the fea was calm, all boats alike 
ShowM mafterfhip in floating:* fortune's blows. 
When moft ftruck home, being gentle wounded, 

craves 
A noble cunning : ' you were us'd to load me 



• you Wirt Ms*d 

To /aj, txtftmitf was tkt ttitr of fpiriis ; 
That common tiamas fommop miu could kisw i 
Tkat„ vfkiM tht JcM wms cmlm% '// ho»t$ alik€ 
Showed majir/hip in fioaiini:\ Tbui the fccond folip. Tht 
firfi. readi : 

»* To fay, extreami/ t«i was the trier of fpiriis.*' 
Exirtmiiy, id the fingular number, is ufed by our author in Tks 
Merry Wives oj Wind/or^ tie Comedy of Erron^ Troilus »nd CreJ" 
Jida, 8cc. 

The general thought of this paflage has already occurred in 7rft^ 
lus und Cujida, See Vol. XVI. p, 2^5: 

•• In the reproof qf chance 

*^ Lies the true proof of men : The fea being fmootb, 
*^ How many (hallow bauble boats dare fail 
«« Upon her patient brcaii, oiakiog their way 
«♦ With ihofe of nobler bulk?*' STfitytMS. 
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With precepts, that would make invincible 
The heart that conn'd them. 

ViR. Q heavens ! O heavens !. 

Cor. . Nay, Tpr'ythec, woman,^w« 

Vol. Now the red peftilence ftrike all trades in 
Rome, 
And occupations perifti! 

Cor. What, what, what ! 

i fhall be lov'd, when I am lack'd. Nay, mother 
Rpfume that fpirit, when you were wont to fty, 
If you had been the wife of Hercules, 
Six of his labours youM have done, and fav'd 
Your hufband fo much fweat.^ — ^^Cominius, 
Droop not; adieu: — Fafeweil, my wifel my mo-? 

ther! 
rU do well yet. — Thou old and true Menenius, 
Thy tear> are falter than a younger man's. 
And venomous to thine eyes. — My fpmetime ge- 
neral 
I have fcen thee ftern, and thou haft oft beheld 
Heart-hard'ning fpefiacles^- tell thefe fad women, 
'Tis fond* to wail inevitable ftrokes, 

^ r-T — fortune'^ hlows^ 

VYhen moj Jruck kotne^ being gentle wounded^ craves 

A noble cunning:] This is the aocicDt and autheoiick readiog. 

The modern editors have, for gentle wounded^ filently fqbftitutcd 

gently warded^ aod Dr. Warburion has explained gently by nobly. 

It ^s good to be fure of oqr author's wo^ds before we go to explain 

their meaning. 

The fenfe is, When Fortune ftrikes her hardefl blows, to be 
wounded, and yet contioue calm, requires a generous policy. He 
calls this calmnefs cunnings becaufe it is the e£fed of refledion aod 
philofophy. Perhaps the firfl emotions of nature are nearly uniform, 
'and one man differs from another in the power of endurance, at 
he is better regulated by precept and inftruSion. ^ 

They bore as heroes^ but they felt as men, Johnson 
• *TisJondr^ j i. c, 'tis fooliilj. See our author, paffim. 

ST££V£Nt* 
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As 'tis to laugh at them.— My mother, you wot 

well, 
My hazards dill have been your folace: and 
Bclicve^t not lightly, (though I go alone. 
Like to a lonely dragon, that his fen 
Makes fear'd, and talked of more than feen, ) your 

fon 
Wil!, or exceed the common, or be caught 
With cauielous baits and praftice. ^ 

Vol. MjrfirftfoB,* 

Whither wilt thou go? Take good Commius 
With thee a while: Determine on fome eourfc, 
More than a wild expoftuft to each chance 
That ftarts i* the way before thce.^ 

Cor. O the gods! 

Com. ril follow thee a month, devifc with thee 
Where thou flialt-refl, that thou may^ft hear of us. 



' — ^— cauUlous ha'tti and pradici,^ By arlful and falfe trici;s» 
and trcafcn. Johnson. 

Gautihus^ in the prcfaot inftancc, figoifies^-^ttyi.'/f0gJ. In Ito 
fenfe of cautious it occurs io Julius Cafar : 

^* Swear priefts and cowards, aod men cautelous*'^ 

Stf.evens, 

* My firft/0»,] Firft^ i. e. nobleft, and moft cmiaent of mco. 

WarbdhTok. 
Ml". Heath would retd : , 

Mj fierce /o>i. Steevens. I 

^ More than a wild expofture to each ckancf 

That ftarts i the way before thee.] I know not whether the 
word ftpofturt be foi^nd in any qtUcr author. U ROt, 1 0ioald ia- 
dine to read eKpofure, MALONy. 

We (hould certainly cead —ticpofitrtt. So, i« M^achitA .* 
»' And when we bavc our naked fraiiiiet hid 
»• That fuEFer in eMpofmri^^.** 
Again, in Troilus and Crtfida: . 

** To weaken and difcrrdit our mcpofurt — .'* 
Expof/ure i$, 1 bolicve, no more tbRn a typoglaphical error. 

Steevens. 
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And wc of thee; fo, if die tinfie thrift £ov\k 
A caufe for thy repeal, we fhall not fen4 
O'er the vaft wo-irld, to feek a fingle man ; 
And lofe advanug^, wjiich dQth qv^rq^Ql 
r the abfence of the neqd€ii^ 

Cor. Fare ye well :-^ 

Thou Hafl; y^^r^ ^pon tl^ce; and thou art too full 
Of the wars' furfeits, to go rqvQ with one 
That*s y^i; BnbafVii$'d : bring me but out at gate.—*. 
Com^, my fwect wife, my deareft mother, and 
My friends of noble touch,* .when I am forth. 
Bid me farewell, and fmile. I pray you,, cQm^. 
While I remain above the groUnd, you fhall • 
Hear from me ftill ; and never of me aught 
But what is like me formerly. 

Men* That's worthily 

As afiy ear can hear. — Come, let's not«wecp.— 
If I could (hake off but ane fcven year« 
Ppom thefe old arms and legs, by the good gods, 
rd with thee every foot. 

Can. Give me thy hand:—*' 

Come. [ Exeunt. 



S C E N E V. 

The fame. A Street near the Gate. 
£«&r Siciisius, Brutus, arni an Mdili. 

Sic. Bid them all hom^ ; he's gone, and we'll 
*' nofurther,— - 

^ Mf friendi ofnoilt /tfocil, } i. c. bf true m-tal unaHayM. Me- 
tajpho^ from trying gold qq the toochftoae. Wahmi&ton. 
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The nobility arc vcx'd, who, we fee, have fided 
In his behalf. 

Bru, Now we have fhown our power, 

Letois feem humbler after it is done. 
Than when it was a doing. 

Sic. fiid them home: 

*Say, their great enemy is gone, and they 
Stand in their ancient Arength. 

Bru. Difmifs them home. 

[ Exit Adile. 

Enter VoLVMm^9 Virgilia, cwdMENENius. 

Here comes his mother. 

Sic. Let^s not meet her. 

Bru. • Why? 

Sic, They fay, Che's mad. 
Bru. They hav'dta'en note of us: 

Keep on your way. 

Vol. O, you're well met: The hoarded plague 
o'the gods 
Requite your love ! 

Men. Peace, peace; be not fo loud. 

Vol. If that I could for weeping, you fhould 
hear, — 
Nay, and you (hall hear fome* — Will you be gone? 

^ ( to Brutus. 
ViR. You {hall ftay too : [ ta Sicin. ] 1 would, I 
had the power 
To fay fo to my hufband. 

Sic. Are you mankind? 

Vol, Ay, fool; Isthatafliamc?— Note but this 
• fool.— 
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Was not a man my father?^ Hadft thou foxflnp^ 
To banifh him that flruck more blows for Rome, 
Than tbou haft fpoken words ? 

Sic. O bleffed heavens! 

Vol. More noble blows, than ever thou wife 
words? 
And for Rome's good. — Vll tell thee what;— Yet 

go :— 
Nay, but thou fhalt flay too : — I would my fon 
Were ill Arabia, and thy tribe before him. 
His goodfwordin his hand. 

Sic. What then? 

ViR, What then ? 

He'd make an end of thy pofterity. 

Vol. Baftards, and all 

Good man, the wounds that he does bear for Rome ! 

Men. Come, come, peace. 



* Sic. Are you mankind? 

Vol. Ay^ fool; Is that ajhamt? — JVtf/r hut this fool — 
Was not a man my father?] The word mankind is ufed malici* 
oufly by the firft fpeaker, and taken pcrvcTfely by the fccond^ A 
mankind woman is a woman with the roughnefs of a man, and, in 
an aggravated fenfe, a woman ferocious, violent, and eager to (bed 
blood. In this fenfe Sicinius aCks Volumnia, if fhc be mankind. 
She takes mankind for a human creature, and accordingly crieft out ; 
** — . — Note but this fool. — 
»« Was not a man my father?" JOHNSON. 
So, Jonfon, in The Silent Woman: 

** O mankind generation'// 
Shakfpeare bimfclf, in The Winter*s Tale: 

'* a mankind witch." 

Fairfax, in his tranflation of Tajfo .* ' 

" Sec, fee this mankind flrumpct; fee, flic cry *d, 
** This {hamelefs whore," 
See Vol. X. p. 68, n. «. Steevens. 

* HadJ thou foxjhip — ] Hadft thou, fool as thou art, mean cub- 
ning tnough to banifh Cofiolanui? Johnson. 
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Sic. 1 wotild he had continuM to h\t country - 
As he began ; and not unknit hiipfelf 
The noble knot he made. 

B.R?j. I would he had. 

Vol, 1 would he had? *Twas you incensM the 
rabble: 
Cats, that can judge as fitly of his wotih, 
As 1 can of tbofe myftcrics which heaven 
Will not have earth to know. 

Bru» Pray, let tis go. 

Vol. Now, pray, fir, get yon gone: 
You have done a brave, deed. Ere you go, heat 

this: 
As far as doth the Capitol exceed 
The meancft houfe in Rome ; fo far, my fon, 
(This lady's hufbarid here, this, do you fee,) 
Whom you have baniftiM, does exceed you alL 

Bru. Well, well, we'll leave you. 

Sic. Wby (lay we to be baited 

With one that wants her wits ? 

Vol, Take my prayers with you.— 

I would the gods had no this g eHe to do^ 

[ Exeunt Tribunes* 
But to confirm my curfes! Could I meet them 
But once a day, it would unclog my heart 
Of what lies heavy to't. 

Men. You have told them home/ 

And by my troth, you have caufe. YouHi fup with 
me? 

Vol. Anger's my meat; I fup upon myfclf^ 



7 Ton Uve is 14 (htm kemt,] So again, in this pU^a 
*^ I cannot fp«ak him lvoai«^** Maltha* 



Digitized by 



Google 



C O R I O L A N U S. S67 

And fo (hall ftarvcwith feeding.^— Come, lefs go: 
Leave this faint puling, and lament as i do^ 
In anger, Juno-like. Come, come, come. 

Men, Fie, fie, fie! [Exeunt. 



SCENE III. 

A Highxi^ay between Rome and Antinm. 

Enter a Roman and a Voice, metting, 

Rom. I know you well, fir, andyouknowme: 
your name, 1 think, is Adrian. 

Vol. hisfo, fir: truly, I have forgot you. 

Rom. I am a Roman; and my fervices are, as 
you are, againft them : Know you me yet? 

VoL^ Nicanor ? No. 

Rom. The fame, fir. 

Vol. You had more beard, when I lafl faw you ; 
but your favour is well appeat'd by your tongue.® 

• Andjfo Jhall ftatvc with feedi&g. ] Thi$ idea is repesiUd in An* 
tony and CUopatra, Ad 11. fc' ii. and in Pericla: 

** Who Jlarvts the cars (he Jeeds^** 8cc. St^Evens. 
» —— .*»/ ypuT f^vtvr is well appear*d hj yatur i^ngnt, ] This k 
llrange oonfcnfe. We (hould read: 

— ^— ii ii^^W appeal'd, 
I., e. bKau^Ut ioto remembraAce. WarburTom. 
I would read: 

. .-^ 11 wiH aSear* d. 
That is, Jrengthened^ atujled^ a: vrord u(^d by our author. 
•* HU title is affcar'd." Macbeth. 
To repeal may be t§ Ifrinf to rtnemirantt^ b«t afpiat has aoothtr 
neaaiiii;. Johnson. 
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What* s the news in Rome ? I bave a note from tbe 
Volcian date, to find yon oat there : You have well 
faved me a day's journey. 

Rom. There hath been in Rome firange infur« 
re£lion: tbe people againft the fenators, patricians, 
and nobles. 

Vol. Hath been! Is it ended then ? Ourftate 
thinks notfo; they are in a moft wailike prepara- 
tion, and hope to come upon them in the heat of 
their divifion. 

Rom. The main blaze of it is paft, but a fmall 
thing would make it flame again. For the nobles 
receive fo to heart the banifhment of that worthy 
Coriolanus, that they are in a ripe aptnefs, to take 
all power from the people, ^nd to pluck from them 
their tribunes for ever. This lies glowing, 1 can tell 
you, and is almoft mature for the violent breaking 
out. 

Vol. Coriolanus banifh'd ? 

I would read : 

T&urjsvour is will appro v*d iy your iongtt^ 
a. c. your tongue confirmft ibe evidence of your face. 
SOy in Hamlei^ fc. i: 

** ThsLt if again this apparition come, 

*' He may approvt our eyes, and fpeak to it.** 

Steevems. 
If there be any corru|^tion in the old copy, perhaps it raiher is 
in a preceding word. Our autbbr might have written — your hwout 
kasvf til appear*d by your tongue: but the old text may, in Sbak- 
fpcare*s licentious dialed, be right. Your favour is fully manijejid^ 
or renJtrid mppareni^ by your tongue. 

In fupport of the old copy it may be obfcrvcd, that hecomed 
was formerly ufed ^s a participle. So, in North*s tranflation of 
PluUrch, LiftofSylla^ p. 622. edi(. i575 : «« — which perhaps 
would not have becomed Pericles or Ariftides.** Wf bave, 1 tbiiok« 
the fame participle in Timon 0/ Aikins. 
So Chaucer ufcs dif paired: 

'« Alas, quod Pandaras, what may this be 
«» That thou difpaiud art,** 8cc. Maloni. 
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Rom. feanifh'd, fir. 

Vol. You will be welcome with this intelligence, 
Nicanor. 

Rom. The day ferves well for them now. 1. have 
heard it faid, The fittcft time to corrupt a tnan's 
wife, is when (he's fallen out with her hufband. 
Your noble TuUus Aufidius will appear well in 
the-fe wars, his great oppofcr Cotiolanus being now 
in no requeft of his country. " . 

Vol. He cannot choofe. I am mod fortunate, 
thus accidentally to cncounteryou; You have ended 
my bufinefs, and I will merrily accompany you 
home. 

Rom. I Phalli bi^tween this and fupper, tell you 
itioll ftrange things from Rome ; all tending to the 
gpod of their adverfaries. Have you an army ready, 
iay you? 

Vol. a moftroylTone : the centliriotis, and theif 
charges, diftinftly billeted, already in the enter- 
tainment,^ and to be on foot at an hour's warning, 

RoM. I am joyful to hear of their teadinefs, and 
»an\the man, 1 think, that Ihall fet them in prefent 
a£lion.* So, fir, heartily well met, and moft- glad 
of.yout* coippany. 

Vol. You take my part from me, fir; I have the 
moft caufe to be glad of yours. 

. Rom* Weil, let us go togiethcr. [Extunt. 



* — — ■ Atready in the enter iahmenty] Tfint 15, tltougti not aSually 
encamped, y«t already in pay. To entertain aa army it 10 taktf 
them tnto^pay. Johnson. 

Sec Vol. V. p. 4^, n. 8. MXioiii* 



Vol. XVn. / BV 
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» 

SCENE VI. 

Antium. Before Aufidius's Houje. 

Enter CoRlOLANUS» in mean apparel, di/guijed, and 
mujffted* 

Cor. a goodly city is this Antium : City, 
'Tis 1 that made thy widows ; many an heir 
Of thefe fair edifices *fore my wars 
Have 1 heard groan, and drop : then know me not; 
Left that thy wives with fpits, and boys with ftoocs^ 

Enter a Citizen. 

In pnny battle flay me. — Save you, fir. 
' CiT. And you. 
Cor. . Dire6l me,iiFitbe yourwiUt 

Where great Aufidiuslies: Is he in Antium? 

CiT. He is, and feafts the nobles of the ftatCi 
At his boufe this night. 

Cor. Which is his houfe, ^bcfcech you? 

CiT. This, here, before you. 
Cor. Thank you, fir ; farewell. 

{Exit Citiicn. 
O, world, thy flippery turns ! * Friends now faft 
fworn. 



• 0, ttwW, ilj JiipptfJ turns! !cf.] This fine pia«r^ of cotB* 
moD friendfhips, is an artful inirodudioa to the faddeo leagoet 
which the poet made him euter ioto with Aufidius, and do lcf> 
artful aa apology for bis commcnciog caemy to Rome. 

• Warburtoh. 
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Wiiofe xlouble^tofoms (ttm to wear one heart, 

Whofe hours, whofe bed, whofe meal, and exercifc^ 

Are ftill together, who twin, as 'twere^ in lo^c ^ 

Unfeparablc, Ihall withiti this honr, 

On a diffemion of a doit> break out 

To bittereft enmity: So^ felleft foes, 

Whofe paflions and whofe plots have broke their 

fleep 
To take the one the other^ by fomc chance. 
Some trick not worth an egg, ftall grow dear frietids, 
And interjoin tlieir iffues. So with me : 
Mybiith-plac^ hate 1/ and my love's upon 
This enemy town. — I'll entet:^ if he flay me, 

^ Wlo/e hokri^ whhjt hed^ vko/t itiettl^ md ixercife^ 

Are Jill Ugtlhef^ who twin, as Uwtre^ in love — J Our atilbor 
has again ufed this verb in Clhelh : 

*» And he that is approvd in this, offence, 
** Though he bad twiarCd with toe, — " 8cc. 

Part of this defcription naturally remiods us of the following linct 
ia A Mulfummi^T NigkVs Dream: 

»* We, Hcrmia, like two artificiat gods, 

»» Have with our ncclds created both onfc flower, 

*^ Both on one fampler, fitting on one cu(faioo, 

*• Both warbling of one foog, both in one key : 

«« As* if our hands;, our fides, voices, and minds^ 

»* .Had been incorporate. So we grew together, 

*» Like to a double cherry, feeming p:ntedj 

** But yet a union in partition, 

•' Two lovely berries n^olded on one ftem: 

*' So, vilk two feeming bodies^ but one hear tf 

** Two of the firft," &c. MAlone. 

* -^ hate /,] The old copy inftead of hate reads — have. The _ 
emendation was made by Mr, Steevcnt. ** I'll enter," means I'll 
enter the hpufe of Aufidius. MaIONE. 

• Tiis enemy /own. — Vll enter :] Here, as in other plates, our 
author is indebted to Sir Thomas North's Plutarch: , 

•*^ For he difguifed him felfe in fuche arraye and. attire, as he 
thought no roan could cUer haue knowen him for the perfone he 
vras, feeing him in that appaicU be bad vpon bis backe : and ai 
Homer fayed of Viyffes^ 

Bb a 



Digitized by 



Google 



S72 C O R I O L A N U S. 

He does fair juftice ; if he give me way, 

ril do his counicy fcrvice. [Exit. 



S C E N E V. 

The fame. A Hall in Aafidius's Honjt. 

Mujick within. Enter a Servant. 

I, Serv. Wine, wine. wii>e! What fervicc is 
here ! 1 thint out fellows are afleep. " [Exit. 

Enter another Servant, 

i. Sehv. Where's Cotus? my mafiet calls for 
him. Cotus! [Exit. 

Enter GoUiolanus. 

Cor. a goodly houfe: The feaftfmellswelhbutl 
Appear not like a gucft.* 

Re-enter thejirjl Servant. 

l» StRV. What wotild you have, friend? Whence 
^re you ? Here^s no place for you : Pray, go to the 
door. 

"CoR. I have defervM no better eiitertainmcnt, 
in being Coriolanus.^ 

«* So dfd It enicT into tli» encrrties tovvf»e.*' 
Perhaps, therefore, iaftes^cl of enein^, wc (Iiould read— enem/J 
or enemus* town. Stkrveni. 

^ * In bnnf Coriolaous.] i. e. ig having derived that faroame from 
the fack of Corioli, Steivsms. 
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Re-enter Jecond Servant. 

«. Serv. Whence arc you, fir? Has the porter 
his eyes in his head, that he gives entrance to fuch 
•companions?^ Pray, get_you out. 

Cor. Away ! ,;. 

a. Serv. Away? Get you away* 

Cor. Now thou art troublefome. 

«. Serv. Are you fo brave? lUl have you talk'd 
with anon. 

Enters third Servant. Thtjujl meets him. 

3. Serv. What fellow's this? 

I. Serv. A ftrange one as ever Ilook'd an: I 
cannot get him o'the houfc : Pr'ythee, call my maf- 
ter to him* * 

3. Serv. What have you to do hfcre, fcUow? 
Pray you, avoid the houfe. 

Cor. Let me but (land; I will not hurt your 
hearth.^ 



* ^ that ht gives entrance tofuch companions ? ] Companion wai 

formerly ufed in ths fame fcnfe as we DO\y u6e ibe viord fellow, 

^ ^ Malone. 

The fame term is employed in All's well that ends well^ King 
Henry VI, P. II. Cymbeline^ OtkeUo^ &:c. Steevens. 

•* Let me hutflandi I will not hurt your hearth. ] Here our author 
lias both followed and defened his originali the old tranflatiou of 
Plata fch. The Glence of the fervants of AufiUius, did not fuit the 
purpofes of the dramaiift: 

** So he went dircdly to TuUus Atifidius houfe, and when he 
came thither, h^ got him vp Rraight to the chiamey barihe, and 
fat hi<n dowBe, and fpake not a worde to any man, his face all 
niwifflod ouer. They-t)f the houfe fpying hiui, wondered what he 
(^ould be, and yct they dutit uol byd him rife, for ill fauoredly 

Ubii 
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3. Serv. What are yqu? 

Cor. a geqtlemistn. 

3. Serv. A marvellous poor one* 

Cqr, True, fo 1 am. 

3. Serv. Prayyau, poor gentleman, take up forae 
other ftation : here's no place for ypu; pray you, 
avoid: come. 

GoR. Follow your funftion, go.. 
And batten on cold bits. [Pujhes him away^ 

3. Sehv. What, will you not? Pr'ythee, ttii my 
xnafter what a ftrange gueft he has here, 
, 2. Serv. Arid 1 flialL [ £xt|, 

3. S^.Rv/Wheredweirft thou? 

Cor. Under the canopy. 

3. Sehv. Under thecai\opy?> 

Cor. Ay. 

3. SEav. Where's that? 

Cor. r the city of kites and crow^. , 

3. Serv. T, the city of kites and crows ?^*^What 
ati afs it is! — Then thou dweirft with daws too? 

Cor. No, I ferve not thy mafter. 
3. Serv. How, fir ! D,o you meddle withmy maCr 
ter? . 

Cor. Ay; 'tiaan. ho.nefter fervice, tih;?in tp med- 
dle witji thy niiftrefs : , ^ 
Thou prat'ft. and prac'ft ; f^rve with thy trencher^ 
hence.*- [ Beats him away. 



imed and difg^uiCed as hp was, yet tlicrc appeared a certain* ma- v 
*cftie in' his countenance, and in his fileoce : wbcTctfpoo they weat 
to r«//ttx.wbo was. at fu^per, to tell hioi oC tbo ftrau&ge dUg[ui(tii|( 
of this man;'" Steeve^s. . ' ' 



mv 
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Enter Aufidius and ihe/ecohd Servant. 

AuF- Where is this fcHow? 

2. SeIiv. tJerc^ fir; Vd have beaten him like a 
dog, but for difturbing the lords within. 

AuF; Whence cortieAthc5u? what wouldeft thou? 
Thy name ? 
\Vhyfpeak'ftnot? Speak, tnan : What's thy name? 

Cor. If, Tullus/ [unmujfling. 



• f/. Talks, 8tc. ] thfcfe fpirechei are takeo from the following 
in Sir Thomas North's iranflaiiou of Pluidrch: 

'* Tultus toh prcfeoily from ihe bordc, aud comiBing towards 
bitn, aflced hiih What he was, and wherefore he came. Then Mar« 
' tius vnruufllcd hitti fclffc, artd afrerhe had paufed a while» xnakiog 
DO aunfvver, he fayed Vnlo him: 

*» it thou knowcft rae not yet, Tullus, and feeing me^ dofl not 
perhappes belccue me W be thb noan i ani iu dedc, I muft of necef- 
fitce bewraye rayfeUc to be that I am. 1 am Cains Martius, who 
Jiaih done to thy felf particularly, and to aU the Voices geoerally, 
great hurtc and mifchicf, which t taonot denie for my furoaroe of 
Goriolativts that I beare. Fori never had other benefit nor rccom- 
pence, of all the tiue and paynefull feruice I haue done; and the 
extreme daungers I haue bene in, but this dniy furnamc : a good 
ineraorte and witnes of the malice and difpleafure thouvfbouldt^i 
beir m^. In dieede thb dame only remaineth with me : for there^ 
the cOuie aad crueltie of the peo|ple of Ron^e haue taken from me, 
by the fufiferance of the daflardiy nobllitie and magidrates, who 
)i3tie forfaken me, and let me be baui{hed by the people. This 
extremitie h^sh noy drxnen me to come as a poore futer, to take 
thy chimney harthc, not of any hope I banc to faue my life thereby, 
Far if I had feared death, I would not haue come hiiher to haue 
put my life in hazard: but prickt Corv^ard with fplie and dcfire I 
haue lo be riuicnged of them that have banithcd ra'e, i^hom now I 
begin to be?iicu^ed on^ putting my pcrfone betweene thy enemies. 
Wherefore, ifihou haftany harte lobe wrecked of the inj^urics thy 
enemies have done thee, fpede thee now, and let my milerie feruc 
thy iurhe, and fo vfe it, as lily feruice maye be a beheEt to llic 
Voices: pFomifirig thee, ihii I vfxW fight with better good will for 
iU yoii, than eucr I dyd .when I w^s agajnft you, kno\ying ih::t 
they fight more vaUanily, who kiiow the foice of thtir fcnemie| 

. B b 4 
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Not yet thou know'ft me, and feeing mc, doft not 
Think me for the man I am, neceffity 
Commands me name myfclf* 

AUF. What is thy name? 

[ Servants retire. 

Cor. a name unmufical to the Volcians' ears, 
And harfh in found to thine. 

AuF. ' Say, what's thy name ? 

Thou haft, a grim appearance, and thy face 
Bears a command in't i though thy tackle's torn. 
Thou fhow'ft a noble*veffel:^ What's thy name? 

Cor. Prepare thy brow to frown : Know'ft thou 
me yet ? 

AuF. I know thee not: — Thy name? 

Cor. My name is CaiusMarcius, who hath done 
To thee particularly, and to all the Voices, 
Great hurt and mifchief; thereto witnefs may 
iMy furname, Coriolanus : The painful fervice. 
The extreme dangers, and the drops of blood. 
Shed for my thanklefs country, are requited 
But with that furname ; a good memory,^ 
•- . ' 

than fuch as haue neuer proved it. And if it be to that thou dare 
not, and that thou art wearye to proue fortune any more, then am 
I alfo weary to line any longer. And it were no wifdonaeio thee, 
to faue the life of him, -who hath bene heretofore thy liiortalL 
enemie, and wbofe feiuice now can. nothing ^hetpe nor pleafuf« 
thee." Steevbns. 

« tknu^h iky tackle's iorn^ 

Tkou Jhow^ a nabli vijfei: ] A cotrefponding idea occurs ia 
C;fmbeHne .* ^ 

** The ruin fpeaki, that fotnetime 
»' li was a worthy building." Steevens. 

* a good meraory. ") The Oxford editor, not knowing that 

mmory was ufed at that time for mimoriAl^ alters it to memorial. 

JOHNSOII, 
See the preceding note. Malqne. ' 

.AndVol. VIlI. {». 8H, n. 8. Kijp. 
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And witnefs of the raalice and difpleafure 
Which thou fhould'fl be^r me : only that name re- 
mains ; ^ 
The cruelty and envy of the people. 
Permitted by our (Jaftard nobles, who 
Have all forfook me, hath devoui;*d the reft ; 
And fufFer'd me by the voice of flavcs to be 
Whoop'd put of Rome\ Now, this extremity 
Hath brought me to thy hearth ; Not out of hope, 
Miftake me not, to fave my life ; for if 
1 hadfcar'd deaths of all the men i' the world 
I would have Voided thee: ^ but in mere fpite. 
To be full quit of thofe my banifti^rs, 
Stand I before thee here. Then if thou haft 
A heart of wreak in thee, * that will revenge 
Thine own particular wrongs, Sfcnd ftop thofe maims 
Of ftiame^ fcen through thy country, fpecd thee 

ftraight. 
And make my mifery ferve thy turn ; fo ufe it, 
That my revengeful fervices may prove 
As benefits to'thee; for I will fight 
Againft ray canker'd country with the fplecn 
Of all the ^nder fiends.^'* But if fo be 

7 of all the men i* the world 

J would havt *voidtd ikee : ] So, in Machetk: 

*' Of all meuclffi'I have avoided thee,'* Steevens. 
• A heart 0/ wreak in tkeey] A heart of refenimcot. JOtrNSON. 
Wreak h aa ancient term for revenge. So, in ti^s Andronicus: 
'* Take wreak on Rome for this ingratitude.** 
Again, in Gower, De conjfjjione Amaniis, Lib. V. fol. 83 : 

*' 8hc faith that hir felfe (he ftioldc , 

" Do wrecAe with hir own houdc." Steevens. 
^ - — »- maims 

Ofjhame — — ] That is, difgraceful diminutions of territory. 

J0H^50N. 

» with the fpUen . » 

QJ all tU under fiends,] SbakfjpcaTe^ by impuliu§ a ftrong^C 
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Thon dar'ft not this, and that to prove more for- 
tunes 
Thou arttirM, then, in ^word, lalfo am 
Longer to live moft weary, and prcfcnt 
My throat to thee, and to thy ancient malice : 
Which not to cut, wonld fliow thee bnt a fool ; 
Since I have ever followed thee with hate, 
Drawn tuns of blood out of thy country's breads 
And cannot live but to thy ihame, uulcfs 
It be to do thee fervice. 

AuF. O Marcius, Marcius, 

ILach word thou haft fpoke hath weeded from my 

heart 
A root of ancient envy. If Jupilcr 
Should from yon cloud fpeak divine things, and 

fay, 
'TVi true; Yd not believe them mora than thee. 
All noble Marcius. — O, let me twine 
Mine arms about that body, where againft 
l^ly grained afli an hundred times hath broke^ 



degree of inveteracy to fubordinate fiends, fcemt to intiih:i(ey^aQ4 
very juftly, ' that malice of revenge is more predomiitaut iu the 
lower than the upt>er claCTes of foeiety. This circumltaace n repeat- 
edly exemptified in 'the condud of Jack Cade aud other heroes of 
the mob. Sxeevbns. '\ 

This appears to tbe to be refining too much. Undtr fiends In 
tbis paflfage does not mean, as I coticeivl; fiends fuhrdinatt^ or In 
an inftrior ftatlon, but hijirngi fiends. So, in KtM^ Htnry VI, 
P. I : • 

*' Now, ye familiar fpirits, that arc call'd 

*^ Out of ihe powerful regions unHer e:lrth/* 8tc. 

Vfi Shafcfpcare** time fomc fiends x^ere fuppofed to inhabit tbc 
air, others to dwell uiidftr ground, &:c. Malonb. 

As Shakfpeare ufrs the word ttn^#r-fkink.cr, to. exprcfi the IBwefi 
rank of waiter, I do not find myfelf difp<ffcd \o ^ive up diy ex- 
planation of under fiends. Inftanccs, however, of*' too much f e- 
lioemcnt' * are not peculiar to mc. Sr£eV£NS» 
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x^nd fcar'd the moon^ with fpjintcrs ? Here I clip 

The anvil of my fword;^ and dp contcft 

A3 hotly and as nobly with thy love, 

As ever in ambitious ftrcngih I did 

Contend aga.inft thy valour. Know thou firft, 

} lov'd the maid 1 married; never mam 

Si^h'd truer breath ;^ but that 1 fee thee here. 

Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt heart. 

Than when I firft my wedded miftrefs faw 

Beftride my threlhold. • W ^ly, thou Mars ! I tell thee, 



' And {carM fit nopn-^^ fOld xppy — fcarr*d,] T VcHevc, 
Xigluly. Tbe raodern editors read fcard^ that is, frightened! 9^ 
Trading to which the following line in King Richard 111. ccrtaialy 
adds Come fujiportt 

** Amaze t|ie welkin with yovr broken ftav.cs/* Malonf. 
I read with the modem editors, rcje^ittg the Chrononhotontbo- 
. logical idea of fcarifying the maon. The verb to /care is again^ 
vriiten fcarr^ in tbe old copy of The WinUrs Tale: ** They blavc 
\fcarrd away two of my beft fhcep.'* Steevens. 

-* mre J clip ^ 

The anvil of my ftvord (] To cltjt is to embrace. So, in ^n« 
/^ajr a^d Cleepairas^ 

** Enter the city, clip your wives—'* 
Aufidius ftyles Coriolanui the anvil 9f his /werd^ becaufe he had 
formeiiy laid as heavy blows on bim> aa a fmitk A^rikas on bis 
anvil, So^ in Hamlit: ^ 

'^ And never did the Cyclops* hammers fa.ll 

•' On Mars*s armour v 

** With lefs lemorfe that Pyrrhus* bleeding Jwprd 
»' Now falls on Priam.** Steevens, 
* — — nex/er man 

Sig_h*d truer breath ;] The fame cxprelTion is found in our au- 
t];i6r*s Venus and Adonis : 

•» Vll figh ce\c9(iB\ breath, whofc senile wind 
*> Shall cool th« heat of this defcending fun/* 
Again, in The Tmo JSfoble Kin/men^ by ShakCpeare and Fletcher, 
1634: 

•* Lover never yet made figh 
*' Truer than I." Malone. 
9 Bellride m/ Ihrejhold.] Sbakfpeare was unaware tba.t a Roman 
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Wc have a power on foot ; and 1 had purpofc 
Once more to hew thy traget from -thy brawn, 
Or lofc mine arm for't: Thou, haft beat mc out 
Twelve fcveral times, ^ and I have nightly fince 
Dreamt of cncoqnters 'twixt thyfelf and me ; 
We have been down together in my flecp, 
Unbuckling helms, fifting each other's throat, 
And wak'd half dead^ with nothing. Worthy Mar- 

cius, . . ^ 

Had we no quarrel clfe to Rome, but that' 
Thou art thence banifli'd, we would raufter all 
From twelve to feventy ; and, pouring war 
Into the bowels of ungrateful Rome, 
Like a bold flood o'cr-beat^^ O, come, go in, 
And take our friendly fenators by the hands; 

bride^ on her, entry inta her hu(band*8 houfc, was prohibited from 
hejriding his ihrclhold ; and ih;it, lell flic (hould even louqh it^ ihc 
was always lifted over it. Thus, Lucan^ B. U. SSg: 

TraUta vetuit (ontingert Hmlna plania, Steevens. 
" f — — Thou hajl beat me out 

Twelve ftoeral /m«,] Out here means, I believe, JulUcompUiu 

Maloni. 
So, in The Tempejls 

*' for then thou waft not 

*» Out three years old. Steevens. 

* And walCd half dead-—] Unlcfs the ,twb preceding linei be 
conEdcred as pareathctical, her^ ;s another infiancc of our author's 
concluding a fentence, as if the foraier part had been couiiru3«d 
di£Fer^otly. »* We have been down," jnuft be conddered as if he 
had written — I have been down with f'ou^ in my ilecp, and w^k'd^ 
&c. See Vol. XVI, p. no, n. q; and Vol. XI. p. 9, n. 9, aad 
p. 179, n. 5. Malone. 

7 Had we no quntrel elfe to Rome^ hut thai — ] The old copy, 
redundantly, and unnecefiarily, — ■ 

Had we no other quarrel elfe kc. Steevens. 

• Like a bold Jlood o'er •teat,) Though this is intelligible, a 9 d the 
reading of the old copy, peihaps our author wrote — o*cr-bcar. So, 
in Othello: ^ 

»* M 0/ fuch flood-gate and o'er — hcirlng nature-*.'* . 

Steeveus. 
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Who now are here, taking their leaves df me, 
Who am prepar'd againft your territories, 
Though not for Rome itfclf. 

Cor. You blefs me, Gods! 

AuF. Therefore, moft abfolute fir, if thou wilt 
have / 

The leading of thine own revenges, take 
The one half af my co^^^miffion ; and fet down»— • 
As beft thou art cxperienc'd, fince thou know'fl 
Thy country's ftrength and weaknefs,— -thine own 

ways: ^ 
Whether to knock againft the gates of Rome, 
Or rudely viGt them in parts remote. 
To fright them, ere deftroy. But come in; 
Let me commend thee firft to thofe, that fliall 
Say, ^<?^, to thy defires. A thoufand welcomes! 
And more a friend than e'er an enemy; 
Yet, Marcius, that was much. Your hand! Moft 
welcome! • ^ 

\E)imnt GoRiOLANus and Aufidius. 
J. Sf.rV. \advancing. ] Here's a ftrangc alteration! 
2. Serv. By my hand, I had thought to have 
flrucken him with a cudgel; and yet my mind gave 
fne, his clothes made 9 falfe report of him. 

i.Serv. What an arm he has! He turned me 
about with his finger and bis thumb, as one would 
fet up a top. 

5. Serv. Nay, I kne^v by his face that there was 
fome.thing in him : He had, fir, a kind of face, 
meihought, — .1 cannot tell how to term it. 

1. Serv. -He had f o ; looking, as it were,—-; — 
*VVoulcl I were hang'd, but I thought there was 
more in him than I could think* 

2. Serv. So did I , I'll be fworn: He is fimply 
the rareft nian i' the worlds 
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1 . SkRV. I tfaink, fae is : bat a greater foldier 
than be, you v^t one. 
' 2. Sebv. Wbo? my mafler? 

i. Serv. Nay, it's no matter for that. 

a. Serv. Worth fix of him. 

1. Serv. Nay, not fo neither; bnt I take him to 
be the greater foldier. 

2. Serv. Taith, look you, one cannot tell how 
to fay that: for the defence of a town, our general 
is excellent. 

1. Serv* Ay, and for an aflault too. 

Re-tnUr third Scrvnnt» 

3. SerV. O, flaves, t can tell you news; hews, 
you rafcal$. 

1.2. Serv. What, what, what? let's partake. 

S. Serv. IwouldnotbeaRoraan, of all nations; 
1 had as lieve be a condentnM man. 

1. 2. Serv. Wherefore? wherefore? 

3. Serv. Why, here's he that was wontto thwack 
our general, Cains Marcius. 

1. Serv. Why do you fay, thwack outgeneral? 

8. Serv. I do not fay, thwack our general; but 
he was always, good enough for him. 

3. Serv* Come* we are fellpws, and friends; be 
was ever too hard for him; 1 have heard hipa fay 
fo himfelf. 

1. Serv. He was too hard for him direfily, to 
fay the truth on't : before Corioli, he fcotchM bim 
and notch*d him like a carbonado. , 

2. Serv. An he had been cannibally given, h^ 
might have broil'd and eaten bim too.' 

' — — kt nt^ht kt^e broird <?»</ eattn him /«».] The old copy 
reads'— >p<T4^. The cbaoge wsis made by Air. Pope. MAi.o^£. 
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1. S^RV. But, more of thy news? 

3. Serv. Why, he is fo made on hete within, as 
if he were fon and heir to Mars: fet at upper end 
^o' the table: no queflion afk'd him by any of the 
fenators, but they ftand bald before him : Our ge- 
neral hlmfelf makes a miftrefs of him; fanfiifies 
himfelf withe's hand, * and turns up the white o'the 
€ye to his difcourfe. But the bottom of the news 
is, our general is cut V the middle, and but one 
half of what he was yefterday: f^V the other has 
half, by the entreaty and grant of the whole table.. 
H^'il go, he fays, and fowle the jjorter of Rome 
gates by the ears ; ^ He will mow down all before 
him/ and leave his paflage poU'd. * 



• fanB't^et hlmftlj with's h^nd,] AUuding, iroprojperly, V9 

the ad of crojjing upoA aoy ftraoge evcot. Johnson. 

t rather imagine the iseaoing is, cpnfiders the touch of his hand 
«« holy; ctafps it wiUi the fame reverence as a< lovev \vouUl ctafp 
^hc haod of his fniftrcfs. If there be any religious allufjon, I (hould 
rather fuppofc it to be the iippofiiion of the band in confirniation. 

- M ALONE. 

Perhaps jtbc allu&on i» (however out of place) to the degree of 
ias^ty ancienUy fappofed to be derived from loiicbiog the corporal 
Tclick of a faint or a martyr. Steev£K«. 

» Heir fowle /Ic fofttt of 'Rome gaie ly the ears :] That 

Is, I fuppofe, drag bim down by the ears into the dirt. SquUUt^ 
Ft. Johnson. 

Dr. Johofon*s fuppofiiioo, though not his derivation. Is juft. 
Skinner fay^ the word is derived from /<?v, i. e. to takf hold of a 
p*Tf9n by tke,ears^ as a deg frizes one of thefe aninals. So, Hey wood, 
in a comedy called Lovers MiJirtfSy |636: 

*<^ Venus will fowie me by the ears for this." 

fe^hAFS ShaKfpeare*s allufiua is to HcrtuUs dragging out Cerm 

itfrUi. ST&EVfiNS. 

Whatever the etymology qT -fowle may be, i^ appears to have 
been a familiar word in the laft ccnturj*. Lord Stiafford's corre- 
fpondent,^ Mr. Gauard, ufes it as Shakfpearc does. Straff, l.ett. 
Vol. II. p. 149. ** X lieuUfiant foUd iioi well by th edrs^ aud 



Digitized by 



Google 



asi C O R I O L A N u s. 

«. Serv, Anci he's as'like todo't, as any man I 
can imagine. 

3. Serv. Do't? he will do't: For, look you. fir, 
be has as njany friends as enemies; which friends, 
fir, (as it were,) durft not (look you, fir,) ftiow 
themlelves (as we term it,) his friends, ^hiift hc*s 
in dircftitude.^ 

1. S^RV» Dircaitude! What's that? 

3. Serv. But when they fhall fee, fir, his creft up 
again, and the man in blood,^ they will out of their 



direw him hy tbc hair about tlie roorti.*' Lord Strafford himfcif 
iites it in another fcnfc. Vol. U. p. i38. ♦* It is «ver a hopeful 
throiv, where the cafter foles his bowl well.** In this paiTage ttf 
/oh feems to figniFy what, I believe, is ufually called^ i9 grtwui a 
^owl. Tyrwhitt. 

Cole in his Latin Didionary, 1679, 'Anders it, aurem /umm» vi 

VtlUrt. M ALONE. 

To fowU is ftill in ufe for pulling, dragging* and lugging, x* 
the Weft of England. S. W. ^ 

» ^ — his pnjfdgt polVd. That is lartJ^ cUaUd. JOltNSOM. 
To poll a perfon anciently meant to tut off his hair. So^ i« 
Damirtas* M^drigall in praife of his DupkniSy by J. WoolOti, pub* 
Ufhed in England's Helicon^ quarto, 1600: 

♦* Like Nifus golden hair that Stilla poVd,** 
U likewiff {ignited to cut off the head. So, in the ancient me^ 
,trical hiftory of the battle ol Floddon Field t 

** Bin noiv we ^^'ill withftand his grace, 
♦* Or thoufanci beads (hall there he pollfd,'* Steevbks. 
So, in ChiJCt Tears over Jeru/alem, by Thomas Na-fhe, ,i594*- 
»» — the winning love of neighbours round about, if , haply H»«»' 
houfcs (hould be environed, or any in them prove unruly, being 
pilled znd pouCd too uuconfcionably." — PouCd is the fpclliog ofthe 
old copv of Coriolanus ^Ifo. Malone. 

< whilfl he's in direftitude.] I fufpefi the author tyro^C ; -^ 

whilH he's in di/crediiude i a made word, Inftead of difcredit. He 
intended, I fuppofe, to puC ati uhcommon word into the mouth (i( 
this fcrvant, which had fome refemblance to fcnfc: but could 
hardly have meant that he (hould talk abfolute nonfcnfe. 

• MALONl. 

* in blood^y Set p. S16, n. 3. Maloni. 
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burrows, like conies after rain, and revel all wTth 
him. 

1 • Serv. But when goes this forward ? 

3. Serv. To-morrow; to-day ; ptefcntly. You 
fliall havfe the drum flruck up this afternoon : 'tis, 
as it were, a parcel of their feaft, and to be cxecu-* 
ted ere they wipe their lips. 

2. Serv. Why. then we (hall have a flirring 
world again. This peace is nothing, but to ruft 
iron, iilcrcafe tailors, and breed ballad-makers.^ 
^ • 1. Serv. Let me have war, fay I; it exceeds 
peace, as far as day does night; itis fpritely, wak- 
ing, audible, and full of vent.^ Peace is a very 
apoplexy, lethargy; mull'd,^ deaf, fleepy, infenfible J 
a getter of more baftard children, than wars a de< 
ftroyer of men.^ 



' This peace is nothings hut to ruj &c.]^ I bcUcve a word oi 
two have been loft. Shakfpeare probably wrote : 
This peace is good for nothing hut^ Sec. Malone. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer readi — it worth nothing. Sec. Stebvens* 

^^ JuUofveau] Full of rumout^ full of materiali for di/^ 

€9urfe, Johnson, 

7 Multd^] i. e. f6ften*d and difpirited, as Wtn6 is wheit 

burnt and fweetenM. Lat. Motliius. Haiimer. 

• — than wars a dejlrojer of men.] I. e. than wars are a deftroyet 
of men. Our author almoft evety where ufes wars in ihb plural. 
See the next fpeech. Mr. Pope, not attending to tMs, reads --thail 
ii>af*i, ice. which all the fubfeqUent editors have adopted. Walkings 
the reading of the ofd copy in this fpeech, was rightly correded 
by him. Malone. 

I (hould haVe perfifted in adhcrenct to the reading of Mr. Pope, 
Bid not a fimilar irregularity in fpeech occurred in AlCs well thai 
tnds well^ \Ql U, fc. i. where the fecond Lord fays — »♦ O, '/iV 
brave wars /" as wc have he^c — »« wars may be faid to be 4 fa* 
tipierr 

Vol. XVH- G g 
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^. Sekv. *Tisfo : and as wars, in fomc (ort, may 
l>e faid to be aravifher; fo it cannot be denied, but 
peace is a great maker of cuckolds. 

1 . Serv. Ay, and it makes men hate one another. 

3. Serv. Reafon ; becaufe they then lefs need 
one another. The wars, for my money. I hope 
to fee Romans as cheap as Volcians. — They are 
rifing, they arc riling. 

All. In, in, in, in. [ExcunU 



S C E N E VL 
Rome. A Puhlick Place. 

Enter SiciNius and Brutus* 

* 

Sic. We hear not of him, neither need \v€ fear 
him ; 
His reoledies are tame i' the prefent peace' 
And quietnefe o' the peo.pie,j which belore 



Perhaps, however, in all lliefc inflances, the t>ld lilundcntojg 
iiaufcribers or printers, may have given u& viars inftead of v«r» 

SrEEV£N&. 

"^ His remedies art tame \* the prtjent peace — ] The old reading is, 
His remediis are tame, the prefent peace, 
t do vtoi und^riiand ckher liae, but fancy it tbould be read thuS: 
' ■ neither need u,e ftar him ; 
His remedies art la'en, the prr/ent peact 

AnBguietne/s 0* the people, 

The meaning, fomewhat harfhly expreffed, according to out au- 
thor's cuftom, is this: We nerd not.Jevr hitn, the pioper remtdies 
againft him are taken, by refloring peace and quiitnfjs. Johnson. 
I rather fuppofe the nieatiing of Sicinius to be this; 
His remedies are Jdme, 
i. c. ineffe&ual in limts of peace like thefc. When the people were 
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Were in wild hurry. Here do we make his friends 
Biuft, that the world goes well ; who rather had, 
Though they themfelves did fufFer by't, behold 
Diffentious numbers peftering ftreets, than fee 
Our traflefmen finging intheir fliops, and going 
About their fundions friendly. 

Enter MeneniUS. 

Bru. We flood to't in good time. Is this Me* 

nenius ? 
Stc. 'Tis he, 'ds he: O, he is grown moft kind 
Of late.— Hail, fir! 

Men* Hail to you both ! * 

Sjc. Your Coriolanus, fir, is not much mifsM,^ 
But with his friends: the common-wealth doth 

flatid; 
And fo would do, where he more angry at it. 



in comnaotion, his friend* might have ftroTC td remedy his difgni^C! 
by tampering with ihcm ; but now, neither wanting to employ In* 
bravery, nbr rcmembciing his former aftioni, thty are\iDfit fub- 
jcSs for the fadious to work upon. 

\ix» M4 Mafoii would read, Ume; but tbc epithet! tame acd 
U'ild were, I believe, dcfigucdly ofjpofcd to each dthet. 

Stf.even*. 

/n, \i the prcfent peacfc] vfbich was omitted in the old copy, 
Was iiiferied by Mr. Theobald, Malone. 

* Hail in you both I] From this reply of Menenius, it fhould feeiR 
tblt both the tribiines had f^Iuted him; a circumftante alto to be 
inferred fiom the prcfent deficiency in the metre^ which would be 
jcftored by reading (according to the propofal of a mddern editor)^ 

Of hU Haily Ji^! *^ 

Bru. Hail, fir! 

Men. Hail to you hoik! 

StEFVIN*. 

' Your Corhtanus^ fir, is not muck mi/s*4^] 1 haye admitted th# 
irord~/r, for the fake df mcalurc. SXErvtNS. 

C c a 
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Men. All's well; and might have been nrach 
better, if 
He coald have temporizM. 

Sic. Where is he, hear yon ? 

Men. Nay, I hear nothing; his motheiPand bis 
wife 
Hear nothing from him. 

Enter three or four Citizens. 

CiT. The godsprefervc you both ! 

Sic. Good-e>n, our neighbours. 

Bru. Good-c'en to you all, good e'en to you all. 

1. CiT. OurfelveSt our wives, and children, on 
our knees. 
Are bound to pray for you bot|^. 

Sic. Live, and thrive: 

Sru. Farewell, kind neighbours: We wilh'd 
Coriolanus 
Had lovM you as we did. 

CiT. Now the gods keep you! 

Both. Tri. Farewell, farewell. [Exeunt Ciuzcxis. 

Sic. This is a happier and more comely time, 
Than when thefe fellows ran about the ftrccts, 
Crying, Confufion. 

Bru. ' Caius Marcius was 

A worthy officer i' the war; but infolent. 
Overcome with pride, ambitious paft all thinking, 
Self-loving,—. 

Sic. And affcfting one fole throne. 

Without affiftancc.* 

* •fft^^g cntfole tlrcne^ 

Wiihut affijanci.] That is, without ejtjorsi witfaoat sny other 
r«Sragc. Johnson. 
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r. 
Men. I think not fo. 

Sic. We fliould by thijs, to all onr lamentation^ 
If he had gone forth confnl, found it fo. 

Bru. The gods have well prevented it^ and Rome 
Sits fafc and flill without him. x 

' Enter Mdilc. 

iE.D. Worthy tribunes, 

There is a flave, whom we have put in prifon^ 
Reports, — the Voices with two feveral powers 
Are enterM in the Roman territories ; 
And with the deepcfl: malice of the war 
Dcftroy what lies before them. 

Men. • 'Tis Aufidius, 

Who, hearing of ourMarcius' banifhment, 
Thrufts forth his horns again into the world ; 
Which were infheird, when Marcius ftood for 

Romc,^ 
And dutft not once peep out. 

Sic. Come, what talk you 

Of Marcins ? 

Bru. Go fee this rumonrer whipp'd. — -It cannot 
be, 

Without ({{f\ftanit,] For the iiake of meafyre I fbould wifli to 
lead — 

Without ajfijianct in't. 
This heisiRich, joined to the following one, would then foftn 
a regular verfc. • ' . 

It i$ alfo not improbable that Shakfpeare inftead of affiftan« wrote 
affiftan/j. Thus in the old copies of our author, we have ingredient 
for ingredien/i, occurrence for occurren/i, &€. Steivens, 

^ flood for Romty] i. c* fto^d up in itjs defence. Had the 

cxpreiDoii in the text been tnet with in a learne;d author, it might 
liave paOed for a Latioifm : 

— -^ {Mxamii Jlantem pro turribus Id^m. iBneid XX. h^S• 

Steetins, 

C c 3 
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The Voices dare break with us. 

Men. Cannot bt ! ^ 

We have record, that very well it can; 
And three examples of the like have been 
Within rny age. But reafon with the fellow, * 
Before you punifli him, where he heard this ; 
Lell you fhall chance to whip your information, 
And beat the meffenger who bids beware 
Of what is to be dreaded. 

Sic' Tell not me; 

I know, this cannot be. ^ 

Bru. Notpoflible, 

Enter a Meffenger. 

Mess. The nobles, in great earneflncfs, are going 
All to the fenate houfe : fbme news is come, ^ 
That turns their countenances.^ 

Sic. 'Tis this flave ;— 

Go whip him Tore * the people's eyes : — his rajfing ! 



' — — reafon tvith tkt ftllow^] That Is, have fome Utk with 
liim. la this fenfe Shakfpeare qfteu ufes the word. See Vol. IV. 
p. 200, n. 3. Johnson. 

* I. f^m* news is eome^] Old copy«-> redundaatly, — fome 

news is come in. The fecoud folio — coming; but, I think, erro« 
ncoufly. Steevins.' 

* fome news is come^ 

That turns tkeir countenances.] i. e. that renders their afpeft 
four. This alluBoa to the acefcence of milk, occurs again in Timon 
oj Athens : 

♦' Has fiicndlhip fuch a faint and miHf heait, 
*' It turns in lets than two nights?** Malone. 
I believe nothing more is meant than — c*an^« their countenances^ 
So, in Cymbelinet * . 

" Change you, madam? 
** Th^ aoblc l^^onatus is in fafcty.** St££V£NS« 
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Notbing but his report! 

Mes. Yes, worthy fir. 

The flavc's report is fecondcd; and more, 
More fearful, is delivered. 

SiG. ^ . What more fearful? 

Mes. It is fpoke froely out of many mouths, 
{How probable, I do not know,) thatMarcius, 
Join'd with Anfidius, leads a j)ower 'gainfl Rome ; 
And vbws revenge as fpacious, as between 
The young'ft and oldeft thing. 

Sic. This is moft likely! 

Bru. Rais'd only, that the weaker fort may with 
Good Marcius home again. 

'^ic. The very trick on t. 

Men. This is unlikely: 
He and Aufidius can no more atone,^ 
Than violenteft contrariety. 

Enter another Meflenger. 

Mes. Tou are fent for to the fenate: 
A fearful army, led by Caius Marcius, 
Affociated with Aufidius, rages 
Upon our territories ; and have already 

* can no more ztone^ 1 To ntone^ in the aSive fenfe, is to 

reconcile^ and is fo ufecl by our author. To atong btre^ is, in the 
neutral fenfe, to come to reconciliation. To atone is to unite. 

JOHNSOW. 

The etymology of this verb may bt known from the following 
p^flage in the fecond Book ofSidney*s Arcadia: »* Neceflicie made 
us fee, that a common enemie feti at one a civill warre.** ^ 

Steevens. 

Alone fecms'to be derived from at and on^ ; — to reconcile to, or, 
to be at, union. In fome books of Shakfpcare's age l4iavefound 
the phrafe in its original form, *^ — '• to reconcile and make them 
4/ one»*^ Malone.' 

Cc 4 
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O'er-bortie their way, confumM with ^re, and took 
What lay before them. 

Enter CoMiNivs. 

9 

Com, Q, you have made good work! 

Men. What news ? what news ? 

Com. You have holp toravifti your own daugh- 
ters, and 
To melt the city leads ^ upon your pates; 
I'o fee your wives difhonour'd to your nofes ;— • 

Men. What's the news? what's the news? 

Com. Your temples burned in their cement ; and 
Your franchifes, whereon you ftood, confin d 
Into an augre's bore.^ 

Men. Pray now, your news ? — 

You have made fair work, I fe^r me : — Pray, youjf 

news ? 
If Marcius Ihould be join'd with Volcians, — 

Com. in 

He is their god ; he leads them like a thing 
Made by fome other deity than nature, 
Thatfhapcs man better: and they follow him, 
Againft us brats, wiih^o Icfs confidence. 
Than boys purfuing fummer bptter-flies. 
Or butchers killing flies* 

« Hi cily Uait — ] Our author, I believe, was bere ibink- 

ing of the old city gates of Loadon. Malone. 

The fame phrafc has occurred already, in this play. Sec p. 876. 
U^ds vttr^ not peculiar to ovir city gates. Few ancient houfes qf 
fonfequcnce wcr« without them. Steevens. 
7 — ■' — confined 
fnto an augrti hort, ] So, in Machetk : 
t t' — our fal? bid iu s|n augrc^hQle." STCfVEMft 
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Men. You have made good work, 

You, and your apron-men; you that flood fo much 
Upon the voke of occupation,* and 
The breath of gar lick- eater si ^ 

Com. He will (hake 

Your Rome about your ears. 

Men. As Hercules 

Did fhake down mellow fruit : * You have made 
fair work! 



' upon iht void of occupation,] Occupation is ^ere ufcd for ir«« 
tkanicks^ men occupiid in daily bufincfs. So, again in Julius Caftr^ 
A^' I* fc. ii. *« An I had been a man of any occupation^** kc.^ 
So, Horace ufcs artes for artifices : 

' Urit enimjutgore /no, qui pragravat artes 
Infra fe pofitas- Malone. 
In the next page but one, the word cr<afts ii ufed in th^ iiie 
vnanner, where Menenius fays, 

•* — L— you have made fair bands, ^ 

, <' You, and your crafts /" M. Mason* 

• tkt breath of garlick-eaters ?] To fmell of garlick was once 
fuch a brand of vulgarity, that garlick was a food forbidden to 
gn ancient order of Spanifli knights, mentioned by Guevara. 

Johnson. 
So-, in Meofure for Meafure: •• — he would mouth with a beg- 
gar, though (he fmeird brown bread and garlick.** Malone. 

To fmell of leeks was no lefs a mark of vulgarity among the 
^oman p«ople in the time of Juvenal. Sat. iii: 

quis tecum feSile porrum 

Sutor^ y elixi vtrvecis lahra comedii ? ^ 
And from the following paflage in Deckar*s // this he net a good 
Flay the Devil is in i/, 1612, it ibould appear that garlick was 
once much ufed in England, and afterwards as much out of 
fafliion. 

** Fortune favours nobody but ^ar//c I, nor garlick neither now; 
yet {be has ftrong reafon to love it: for (hough garlick made her 
(mell abominably in the noftrils of the gallants, yet (he had fmelt 
and ftuuk worfe for garlick.** 

'' Hence, perhaps, the cant denomination Pt7«^ar/ui for a deferttd 
fellow, a perfon left to fufifer without friends to affift him. 

Steevens. 
' As Herjcules Sec] A ludicrous allufion to the 9pplel of the 
Hcfperides. Steevens.' 
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Bru. But is this true, fir? 

Com. Ay; and you'll look pale 

Before you find it other. All the regions 
Do fn^ilingly revolt; * and, who re(ift. 
Arc only mock'd for valiant ignorance,^ 
And periQi conftant fools. Who is't can blame 

him? 
Tour enemies, and his, findfomething in him. 

Men. VVfe are all undone, unlefs 
The nol>le man have mercy. 

Com. .' Wholhallaflcit? 

The tribunes cannot do't for fliame ; the people 
Deferve fuch pity of him, as the wolf 
Does of the fliepherds : for his befl friends, ifthey 
Should fay. Be good to Rome^ they charg'd him* 

even 
As thofe fliould do that had deferv d his hate, 
And therein fliowM like enenlies. 

Men. 'Tis true : 

If he were putting to my houfe the brand 
That ihould confume it, I have not the face 



• Do fmilingly revolt; ] Smilingly is the word in the old copjr, 
for tvbich ftemingly has been printed in late editions. 

To revolt fmilinglj is to revolt with figos of plcafare, or wiiH 
marks of contempt. Steevens. , 

^ Are only mocVd Jot valiant ignorance, ] So, in Troilus and 
Crejfida: *♦ I bad rather be a tick in a (heep, than fuch a Vtf/itf«' 
ignoranceJ'* 

The adverb — on/jr, was fupplied by Sir Thomas Hanmer to 
complete the verfc. Steevens. 

* they ciargd him &c. ] Their charge or injunflion would 

fliow them infenfiblc of his wrongs, and make ihtmjhow likitnt' 
mies. Johnson. 

They chargdy an^ therein Jhow*d^ has here the force of ^^^7 
would fharge^ and HereUJkow, Malonc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C O R I O L A N U S. SgS 

To fay, ^Bejecch you^ ceajc. — You have made fair 

hands, 
You, and your crafts! you have crafted fair! 

Com. You have brought 

A trembling upon Rome, fuch as was never 
So incapable of help. 

Tri. Say not, we brought it. 

Men* How! Was it we? We lov'd him; but, 
like beafts. 
And cowardly nobles,^ gave way to your clutters, 
Who did hoot him out oVthe city. 

Com. But, I fear 

T^hey'll roar him in again. ^ Tullus Aufidius, 
The fecond name of men, obeys his points 
As if he were his officer : — ^Defperation 
Is all the policy, ftrength, and defence, 
That Rome can makeagainft them. ^ 

Enter a troop oj Citizens. 

Men. Here comethq clufters. — 

And is Aufidius with him !— You are they 
That made the air unwholefome, when you caft 
Your {linking, greafy caps, in hooting at 
Coriolanus' exile. Now he's coming; 
And not a hair upon a foldier's head, 
Which will not prove a whip j as many coxcombs, 
As you threw caps up, will he tumble down, 
And pay you for your voices. Tis no matter ; 

And cowardly nohles, ] I Tufped that ouraoth'or wrote — coward^ 
which he fomclimcs ufc» adjeftivcly. So, ia King John : 
" Than e'er the toward hand of France can win." 

^ St E EVENS. 

® They'll roar him in again, ] As they hooted at bis departure, 
tlicy will roar at his retavo j as he went out with feoffs, hfc will 
cqmt back with laiscutations. Johnson. 
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If he conld burn us all into one coal, 
We have dcfcrvMit. 

CiT. 'Faith, we hear fearful news. 

1 . CiT. For mine own part» 
When I faid, banifh him, I faid, 'twas pity. 

Q. Cn. Andfo did 1. 

3, CiT. And fo did I ; and, to fay the truth, fo 
did very many of ns : That we did, we did for the 
befl: and though we willingly confcnted to his 
banifliment, yet it was againft our will. 

Com. You are goodly things, you voices! 

Mts. You have made 

Good work, you and your cry! ^ — Shall us to the 
Capitol ? 

Com. O, ay; whatelfe? 

[ Exeunt Com. and Men. 

Sic. Go, mafters, gctyouhome, bcnot difmay'd; 
Thefe are a fide, that would be glad to have 
This true, which they fo feem to fear^ Go home, 
And (how no Ggn of fear. 

i. CiT. Thegods be good to ms ! Come, mafters, 
let's home. I ever faid, we were i' the wrong, when 
we banifh'd him. 

2. CiT. So did we all. But come, let's home. 

[ EkcutU Citizens. 
Bru. I do not like this news. 
Sic. Nor I. 

Bru. Let's to the Capitol : — * Would, half my 
wealth 



^ — J ou and jour cry \] Alluding to a p»ck af boundy. So, ia 
H»^lft^ a company of players are contemptuouily called a cry of 
players. See p. 35 7, n. 3. Steeve"hs. 

Ttiis phrafe was not antiquated in the time of Milton, who b»sit 
in his Paradije Lojt, B. II : 

*'^ A CTj of belUhoundft never ceafiog bark'd.** Stievems. 
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Would buy this for a lie ! ^ 

Sic. Pray, let us go. [ExeunL 

SCENE VII. • 

A Camp; at ajmall dijlance Jrom Rome. 
Enter Aufidius, andshis Lieutenant. 

AuF. Do they ftill fly to the Roman? 

Lieu. I do ngt know what witchcraft's in him; 
but 
Your foldiers ufe him as the grace Tore meat, 
Their talk at table, and their thanks at end; 
And you are darkened in this aftion, fir, 
Even by your own. 

AuF. I cannot help it now ; 

Unlcfs by ulTing means, I lame the foot 
Of our dcfign. He bears him fclf more proudlicr'^ 
Even to my perfon, than I thought he would. 
When firft I did embrace him : Yet his nature 
In that's no changeling; and I mufl excufc 
What cannot be amended. 
. Lieu. Yet Iwifli, fir, 

(I mean, for your particular,) you had not 
Join'd in commiffion with him: but either 
Had borne * the aftion of yourfclf, or elfe • 
To him had left it folely. 

' more proudlier — ] We have already bad ia this play—. 

more vertMer^ as in Timon oj Atkins^ Ad IV. fc. i. we have mori 
kindtr } yet the modera editors read^morc /rou^/;. 

MAtONE. 
• Hai home — ] The old copy reads — have borne ; which can- 
not be right. For the emendation now made I am anCwerable. 

Malone. 
I firapofe the word — il«i, or have^ to be alike fupeifluOQS, and 
iiat the palTage fliould be thus regulated : 
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AuF. I underftand thee well ; and be tlion furCi 
When he fhall come to his account, he knows not 
What 1 can^uTge againft him. Although it feems« 
And lb he thinks, and is no lefs apparent 
To the vulgar eye, that he bears 5ili things fairly. 
And (hous good hufbahdry for the Volciail ftate; 
Fights dragon-like, and does achieve as foon 
As draw his fword : yet he hath left undone 
That, which (hall break his neck, or hazard mine, 
Whenever we come to our account. 

Lieu. Sir, I bcfeech you, think you he'll carry 
Rome? 
, AuF. All places yield to him ere he fits down; 
And the nobility of Rome are his 2 
The fenators, and patricians, love him too: 
The tribunes arc no foldiers ; and their people 
Will be as rafli in the repeal, as hafty 
To expel him thence. 1 thiiik, he'll be to Romei 
As is the c>fprey^ to the filh, who lakes it 

— .^ but tiUer hotnt 

The a^ion of your/elf ^ or effe to Aim 

Had left itJoUly, Steevens. 

» As is the oCpTty -] OJpttf^ a kind of eagle, ojifraga. PdfE. 

We find in Michael Draytoa*s Pslyolbion^ Song xxv. a full 
account of the o/prty^ whicb (hows the juUnefs and beauty of the 
fimile: 

** The cfprey ofi here fcen, though feldom here it breeds^ > 
** Which over thein ihtji/h no fooaer doth cfpy, 
** But, betwixt hini and them by an antipathy, 
•* Turning their bcllits up, as though thtir death they faw^ 
«^ Tbcy 2ti his plcafure lie, to ftuff bis gluttonous itiaw." 

Langtok. 
So, in Th Battle of Alcaiar, tSg^: 

** I will provide thee with a princely ojprej^ 
»* That as fhe Hieth over fifh in po6ts, 
' •' The filli fhall turn their gliit'ring bellies' up, 

«* And thou (lialt take tUy liberal choice of all.** 
Such is the fabulous biilOry 'of the ojpre^* 1 learn, hottevtr, 
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By fovereignty of nature. Firft he was 

A noble fervant to them ; but he could not 

Carry his honours even : whether 'twas pride, 

Which out of daily fortune ever taints 

The happy man ; whether"* defeft of judgement, 

To fail in the difpofing of thofe chances 

Which he was lord of; or whether na^ture^ 

Not to be other than, one thing, not moving 

From the cafque to the cufliion, but commanding 

peace 
Even with the fame aufterity and garb 
As hccountroird the war: but, one of thefe^ 
(As he hath fpices of them all, not all, ^ 
For I dart fo far free him, ) made him fearM*, 
So hated, and fo baniftiM : But he has a merit. 
To choke it in the utterance/ So our virtues 
Lie in the interpretation of the time: 
And power, unto itfelf moft commendable, 

from KTr. Lambe^s notes to the dncieot metrical legenc) oF Tki 
Battle af floddon^ that the ojprey is a **- rare, ^ large, blackiQi hawk« 
wi<h a lont^ neck, and blue legs, lis prey is fi(h, aud^it is fomc- 
limes feen hoVeiiug over the Tweed." ST£eV£N{». 
■ , 1 whether Uxias pride. 

Which out of daily Jorlune ever taints 

The happy ma'n ; uhelhir kc] Aufidlus affigbs Ihrte probable 
rtafous of (he mifcarriage of Coriolaitus ; pride, which calil/ foU 
lows an uuiuierrupled train of fuccefs; inklkilfuloers to tegulate the 
coiifcquences of his own vidories ; a Aubborn uniformily of uatur^^ 
%vbich could not make the proper tranfitiou from the ca/^ue at 
helmet to the cvjhion or chair of civil authority^ but adcd with the 
fame dcfpotifm in pe^ce as in war. Johnson. 

^ Ai he hath fpices of thtm all, not all,] i. e. not all complete, 
Skut all in their full extent. MalON£. , 

So, iu The tMnter*s Tale: 

»» for all 

♦* Ihy by. gone fooJerits were hut/pices of it." SteevenS* 

^ he has a merit. 

To choke it in the utteTance.'\ He has a merit, for »o other pur- 
poTe than lo dtllroy u by boalllog it. Johnson. , 
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Hath not a tombfo evident as a cbair 
To extol what it hath done.^ 
One fire drives out one fire; one nail, one nail} 
Rights by rights fouler/ ftrengths by ftrengths, da 
faiL • ^ 



* And powtTy unto it/elf mojt commindMbU^ 
Hath not a iotikb Jo evidtnt as a chair 

To txtol what it hath doni,\ This is a common thought, but 
sniferably ill expreffed. The fenfe is, the virtue which delights 
to commcod itfelf, will find the fureft tomb in that chair wEerein 
it holdi forth its own commendations: 

»* — unto itfelf mod commendable,** 
3. e. which hath a very high opinion of iifelf. Wasburton. 

If our author meant to place Goriolaous in this chair ^ he muft 
have forgot his character, for, as Mr. M. Mafon has juftly ob- 
ferved, he has already been defcribed as one who was Co far from 
being a boafter, that he could not endure to hear *^ his nothings 
xnonfter'd.** But I rather believe, *«in the utterance" alludes not 
to Coriolanus himfelf, but to the high encomiums pronouoced on 
him by his friends; and then the lines of Horace quoted in p. SgS, 
may ferve as a comment on the palTage before us. 

A pafTage in Troilus and Ci^ejida, however, may be urged in fup* 
port of Dr. Warburton's iaterpri^taiioD : , 

•* The worthinefs of praife diftains his worth, 
*• If that the prais'd himfelf bring the praife forth.** 
Yet I ilill think that oiir poet did not mean to reprcfent Corior* 
lanus as his own eulogift. Malone. 

• Rights by rights puler^] Thus the old copy. Modern editors* 
with lefs obfc\irity— Right'j by. right fouler, 8cc. i. e. What is al- 
ready right, and is received as fuch, becomes lefs clear when fup- 
ported by fupernumerary proofs. Such appears to me to be the 
meaning of this paflage, which may be applied with too much juftice 
to many of my own comments on Shakfpeare. 

Dr. Warburton would read — Jouled^ from fouler^ Fr. to trample 
under foot. There is undoubtedly fuch a word in Sidney's Arcadia^ 
edit. i633, p. 441 : but it is not eafily applicable to our prefent 
fubjed: 

" Thy all-beholding eye JouVd with the fight.** 
The fame word likewife occurs in the following proverb — Tork 
doth foul Sutton^-\. c. exceeds it on comparifon, and makes it appear 
mean a%d poor* Steev&ns. 

Right's by right fouler, may well mean, *» That one right 'or 
litUi vihctk produced^ makes another lefs fair.*', AU the (hort 
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Come, let's away. When, Caius, Rome is thine, 
Thou an poor'ft of all ; then Ihortly art thou minca 



ACT V. S G E N E I. ^ 

Rome. A publick Pldca 

Enter Menenius, Gominius; Sicinius, Brutus^ 
and Others. 

Men. No, ttl not go: you hear, what he hath 
faid, 
'Which was fometirae his general ; who lovM hiru 
in a mod dear particular. He calTd rnCj father t 
But what o'that? Go, you that baniflxM him, 

fentences in this fpeedh Of Aufidius are obfmre, and fdmeof them 
noufenfical. M. Mason. 

lam of Dr. Warbunoti'stJpltiio'nthat fliis is.ntnifcnfe ; and would 
read, with the (Itghtefl poflible variation from the old copies : 
Highis by ri-g^ts f6ul are, JUrengiis 8cc. RiTson. 
Rights ify rigkh fouler y See] Thefe. words, which are cxhibfted 
«xadly as tb'by appear in the old copy, relate, I apprehend^ to the 
rival/hip fubfifting bi^tu/een A-uJidius ahd Corivlanus^ vol to the preceding 
t^Jiervaiion concerning the ill effeB of eitfravagan^ enc(miums. As one 
-Ttnnl^- fay* Aufidius, drives Out another^ Jo tke Jlrengtk of Coriolanus 

Jhall be Jubdued by mf Jtrengfh^ and his pfetenjions yield to others^ lejs 
fair perhaps^ but more powerful. Aufidius has already declared that 
he win either bYealc the neck of CoriolanUs, or his own ; and nov^ 
adds» that jur^ veVinJuria he will deftroy him. 

1 fnfped that the words, ** Ct>me let's away,** origicraltv com- 
pleted the preceding hemiftich, *' To extol what it haih done ;'* 

^and that Shakfpeare in the cOurfe Of compofition, legardlefs of 
his original train of thought, afterwatds moved the Words — Gomt 
let's awayy to their preftiot (ituation, to complete the rhyming 
touplet with which the fcene concludes. Were thefe words replaced 
la w'hat perhaps was their origitial (ituation, the paffage would at 
•hce exhibit the fneaning already given. MA lone. 

Vol. XVII. Dd 
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A mile before his tent fall down, and kneel 
The way into his mercy : Nay, if he coy'd^ 
To hear Cominius fpeak. Til keep at home. 

Com. He would notfecm to know me. 

Men. Do you hear? 

Com. Yet one time he did call me by my name: 
I urg'd our old acquaintance, and the drops 
That we have bled together. Coriolanus 
*Hc would not anfwer to : forbad all names; 
He was a kind of nothing, titlelefs, 
Till he had forged himfelf a name i' the fire 
Of burning Rome. 

Men. Why, fo; you have made good work: 
A pair of tribunes that have rack'd for Rome, * 
To inakc coals cheap: A noble memory !^ 

Com. 1 minded him, how royal 'twas to pardon 
When it was lefs expeSed : He reply'd, 
It was a bare petition * of a ftatc 
To one whom they had punifh'd. 

7 — -— ttfi'^ — ] i. e. condefccndcd unwilliagly, with rcfcrve, 

COldncfs. STEBVENi. 

• -^ — ik^t kavt rackM for Romi, ] To rack meant to larrafi 
Jy ixaBions, and in- this feofe the poet ufes it ia other places : 
** The commoos haft thou rack'd:^ the clergy *s bags 
»• Are lank and lean with thy extortions.*' 

I believe it here means in general. You that have been fuch good 
fiewards for the Roman people, as to get their houfet burned over 
their heads, to fave them the expence of coals. Steevens. 

• mefnory!] for memorial. See p. 376, n 6 Steevens. 

■ It was a bare pefition — ] A bare pttiiion^ I believe, means only 
a mtre petition, Coriolanus weighs the confequence of verbal fup* 
plication agaioft that of adyal puniQiment. See Vol. iV. p. 23S, 
n. 6. Steevens. 

I have nb doiibt but we.Oiould read, — 
It was a haft petition &c. 
meaning that it was uuworthy the dignity of a ftate, to petition a 
man whom they had baniftied. M. Mason. 

In Kin/r Henry IV, P. I. and in Timpn of Athens^ the word barg 
is ufed in the feufe of tkin^ eaiii/ feea through { having only a flight 
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Men. Very well: 

Could he fay lefs? 

Com, I oiffer'd to awaken his regard 
For his private friends : His anfwer to me was^ 
lie could nat flay to pick them in a pile 
Of noifomc, mufty chaJBF: He faid, 'twa3 folly^ 
For one poor grain or two, to leave unbarnt^ 
And ftill to nofe the offence. 

Men. Fot one poor grain 

Or two? I am one of thofc; his' mother, wife, 
His child, and this brave fellow too^ we ar^ \hft 

grains : 
You arc the mufty chaff; and you arc imelt 
Above the moon: We muft be burnt for you. 

Sic. Nay, pray, be patient: If you refufe your 
aid 
In (his fo never-heeded help, yet do not 
Upbraid us with our diftrefs. But, fure, if you 
Wouldbeyour country's pleader,yourgoodtonguej 
More than the inftant army we can make, 
Might flop our countiryman. 
' Men. No-ru not m&ddle* 

Sic. I pray you,' go 16 hini. 
'Men. What ftiould I do? 

Bru. Only make trial what your love can do 
For Rome, towards Marcius. 

Men. Well, and fay that Marcius 

Heturn mc, as Cominius is retum'd, 

ftipeTfici;it covering. Yet, t confeh, this inteiT)retalioii will hardly 
*pply here. In the Former of the paflagci alluded to, the editor of 
the firft folid fubftituted bafe for bare^ iinpropcrly. Itt the paffagb 
before ut perhaps ba/e was the authour^s word. - MAlone. 
' ^ I pray you. Sec] The pronoun perfonal— /, ii WJlnting ill the 
0ld copy, St£EVBNS. 

Dd i 
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Unheard ; what thcn?-^ 

But as a difcontcnted friend, grief-fhot 

With his nnkindncfs? Say 't be fo? 

Sic. Yet your gbbci'wilt 

Muft have that thiariks from Rome, after the mea- 

fare 
As you intended wcIL 

Men. rn undertake it : 

I think, he^ll heir me. Yet to bite his lip. 
And hum at good Cdmlnlus, much uhhearts mc» 
•He was hot taken well; he Tiad not dinM:^ 
The veins unfiird, our blood is c6ld, and then 
We pout upon the mdrnihg, are unapt 
To give or to forgive ; but when we have fluflTd 
Thefc pipes, and thcfe coriveyaticesof our blood 
With wine and feeding, we have fuppler fouls 
Than in our prieft-like falls:* therefore riiivatcli 

'him 
Till he bc^ dieted to my reqticll. 
And then Til fet upon him. 

Bru. You know the very road into his Wndncfs, 
And cannot lofe "yoiir way. 

Men, Good faith, rUprOve him, 

• Bt was not taken wtU; U had not dinU: 'Scc.^] TWs dbfervar- 
tion it not only from nature, and 6nely clpteifled, btkt admirably 
befits the mouth of bn^, w^ho io the beginning of the plaj had told 
us, that he loved convivial doings. WiTRBUKTON. ^ 

Mr. Pope feems to have borrowed this idea. See'Epift. I. ver* 
J27: 

** Perhaps was lick, in love, or kad not dind,*' 

6TECVEN9. 

" our p^ieft-like fafts: ] I am afraid, that when Shakfpe^rc 

introduced this comparifon, the religious abflinencc of modern, not 
ancient Rome, was in his thoughts. Steevens. 

Pricfts are forbids, by the difcipline of the church of'Ronne, t» 
break their faft before the celebration of mafs, .which muft tsAm 
pUce after fan-iife, and before mid.day. C. 
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Speed how it will. I fhall ere long have knowledge 
Of my fuccefs. ^ [ Exit. 

Com. ^ He'll nevenhear him. 

Sjc. ' Not? 

Com. I tell yoy, h? does fit in gold, ^ his eye 
Red as 'would, burn Ramc; and bis injury ♦ 
The gaoler to his pity. I kneeFd before him: 
•Twas very faintly he bx^, ^^Jm ^i^nxih^d rhe 
Tti^^s, wiv«jh, his. fpcechl^fs han,d: Wha,t he would 

d«>, 
He fent in wridng after me; what he would not. 
Bound with ap oath, to yield to his condidons ; ^ 



^ Spttd. how ii wilL \Jhall ert long have knowledge 

OJ my Juccefs. ] There could be no doubt but Meneoius himfelf 
vpuld foon have knowUdge of his own fuccefs. The fenfe therefore ' 
requires tbat we ihould read. 

Speed how it v\ill, yoti fh^iU ere long have knowledge 
Of my fuccefs. M. Mason, 
/That Mciicoius at ftme time would^have knowledge of his fucce(s» 
is certain; but tvliat he alTcrts, is, that he would'frf long gain that 
knowledge. M alone. 

All Menenius defigns to fay, may be — I Jkall not he kept long in 
-fujpeme as to the refult of my embafly. St£kven$. 

^ I'ielljou^ he does Jit in gold^ ] He is enthroned in all the pomp 
and prrdc of imperial fp^lendour. 

XP*^^%^^®" ^'HfW. Horn. Johnson. 

So, in the old iraoflation of Plutarch^ '^ he was fet in hi* 

ch^ir^ of ftate» with a maivellous and- unfpeakablc majeftie.*' 
S^m^fp^at^ ^la^ ?t, fomeVhal fimila^ idea in King Hejitj VUl, Ad I. 
fc. i; '■ 
' ' »* All clinquant, all in gold, like heathen gods/' Steevens. 

* Bound xvith an aath to yieU to his conditions : ] This is appa- 
rently wiQug. Sir T- Haumer, and Dr. Warburton after him, 
read: 

Bound with' an oaik not yield Id new conditions. 
They might have read more fmoothly: 

to yield no nex/j conditions. 

But the whole fpeech is io confuEon, and I fufpcd fomethin^ 
left out* I ilxould read ; 

D d 3 
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So, tbat all hope is vain, 

Unlefs his noble mother, and his wife ; 



^_ What ki would do, 

Hejent in writing sjierf wkai it would jfolt 
Bound with an oath. To jiitd to kis condiiious, — ' 
Hfre is, I ibink, a cbafm. The fptaker's purpofe fc^ms to be 
this: To yield to kis conditions i% ruin, and ^better cannot be ob- 
tained, fo tkat sU kopt it vsin. Johnson. 

I fuppofe, Coriolanus means, that be had fwom to give way to 
ibe conditions^ into which the ingratitude of his country had forced 
him. Farmer. 

The amendment'wbich I have to p^opofe, is a very iligbt devia- 
tion /rom the text — the reading «' in bis conditions,'* inftcad of 
** to his conditions.** — To jield, in this place, means to reJax^ and 
is ufed in the fame fenfe, in the next fcenc but one, by Coriolanus 
liimfeir, where, fpeaking of Meneniuf, he fays, 

»'» to grace him only; 

K*- That thought he could do more, a very little 
»*' I have yiilded too :" — - — 

What Cominius means to fay, is, &« That Coriolaqus fent i« 
writing after him the conditions on which he would agree to make 
^ peace, and bound himfelf by an oath not to depart from them.** 

The additional qcgativ,t wh^ch Haome^ and Warburton with %fs 
introduce, is not only unneceCTary, but would dedroy the fenfe; 
foi th^ thing which Coiiolanus bad fworn not to do, was to yitld 
tn kis conditions, M. Mason. 

yVhat 4' would dpy %. c, the conditions on which he offered to 
retur^, he fent in writing after Cominius, intending that he fliouid 
have carrie4 them to Men^nius. Wkat kt would noty i. e. his re* 
(oluiion of neitktr di/mij/ing kis Joldiers, nor capitulating with Rome's 
meckanicks, in cafe the terms he prefcribed (hbuld be refufed, he 
bound hiiQfeif by an oath to maintain. If thefe conditions were 
admitted, the oath of courfe, being grounded on that provifo, 
muQ. yield to tkem, and be cancelled. T|iat this is the proper fcn(Se 
o/ the paflage, is obvious from what follows: 

Cor. ** if you*d a(k, remember this before; 

*'*' The tbing£ I have forefworn to grant, may never 
*' Be held by you denials. Do not bid me 
** Dijmijs my Joldiers^ or capitulatt 
*^ Again with Rome's mechanicks.** — Henlet. 

^ beli<»ve, two half lines have been loft; that Bound with an catk 
^vas the beginning of one line, and to yield to kis conditio^ns the con^r 
flufion of the next. See Vol. XI. p* g^, n. 5. Perhaps, how- 
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Who, as I hear, itean to foUcit him 

For mercy to his country. * Therefore, let's hence, 

And with our fair entreaties haftc them on. 

ExeunA 



ever, hy'uld to his eondiHoru^ means » to yield 0nly to his conditionsf 
referring thefe words io *oaih: that his oath was irrevocable, and 
ifaould yield to nothing but fuch a revcrfe of fortune as be could not 
refift. Malone. 

* So^ t^ai all Hope is i/aui, 

UnU/s his noble mothtr^ and his wifa ; 
Who, as I hear, mean to folicit him 

For mercf to his country, — -] Unlejs his mother snd ttrty^—do 
■what? The fcntcnce is infipcrfeft. We Ihould read : 

Force mercy to his country, , 

and then all is right. WARBukroN. 

Dr. Warburton*s emendation is Purely harfh, and may be reB« 
dered unneccfl'ary by printings the paflage thus: 

mean to folicit hin 

For mercy to his country — '^Therefore, Sec 
This liberty is the more juHifiable, becaufe, ^s foon as the re* 
mainifig hope crofifes the imagination of Menenius, he might fup- 
prefs what he was going to add, through hafte to try the fuccefs 
of a laft expedient. 

It has been propofed to me to ^ead :' 

So that all hope is vain, \ 

Unlejs in his noble mother and his wife, tec. 
IH his, abbreviaicd iVi, might have been eafily miftaken by fuch 
inaccurate printers. Steevems* 

No amendment is wanting, the fenfe of this paflagi being com« 
plete' Without it. We fay every day in converfatioo-^. You arc 
my only hope — He is my only hope, — ^ioftead of — My only hope is 
in you, or in him. The fam^ mode of expreffion occurs in ihii 
feocence, and occaiions the obfcurity of it. M. Mason, 

That this pafTage has been coafidered as difEcult, furprifcs me. 
Many paifages in thefe plays have been fufpedcd to b,jB corrupt, 
merely bccaufe the language was peculiar to Shakfpeare, or the 
|>hrafeology of that age, and not of the prefent ; and this furely ii 
one of them. Had be written^his noble mother And his wife are 
our Only hope, — his meaning could not have been doubted ; and is 
sot tbis precifely what Cominius fays? -So that wc have now no. 
other hope, nothing to rely upon hut his mother and his wife, 
Vih^.^ al I ajtn told, mean, &c. Unlijs ii here ufed for ixftpt* 

Malomi. 

D d 4 
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SCENE XL 



A71 advanced pojl of the Volcian Camp lefore Rome* 
The Guard at their Stations. 



Enter to them, Menenius. 

I. G. Stay: Whence arc you ? 
a. G. Stand, and goback.^ 

Men. you guard Ifkc men ; ' *ti$ well: But, by 
your leave, 

J am an officer of ftate, and come 

To fpeak with Coriolanus, 

I. G. From whence?^ 

Mf^N. From Rome. 

1. G. Von may not pafs, yon mnft return: our 

general 
Will 1^0 rnore hear from thence. 

2. G. You'll fee your Rome embracM with fire, 

l)efore 
YouU fpeak with Coriolanus. 

Men. . Good my friends, 

If you have heard yonr general talk of Rome, 
And of bis friends there, ic is lots to blanks, ^ 

^ SUnd^ snd go bsifk. ] Thift^ defcdiy^ meiirare might be com- 
pleted by readiD^— Stand, ^nd go back 4^«tK. Stsbvens. 

' From wienctf] Aft the ivord — from it not only ncedleTft, 5ut 
iujures the meafurc, it might be fairly omitted|, being probably 
caught by the compofitor^s eye from the fpeech immediately fol-> 
Rowing. Steevens. 

^ —— * lots to Hcfiii,] A iot here is a priie. Johnson. 

^•/, in French^ fignifiet frhu I*c gros /#/• ^he capital prUt, 

' .8. Wi 
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My name, hath touch'd your cars : it is Mencnias. 

1 • G. Be it fo ; go back : the vktac of your 
name 
Is not here paffablc.^ 

Men.,^ I tell thee, fellow, 

Thy general is ray lover ; ' I have been 
The book of^his good afts, whe^iccmen have ica4* 
His fame unparallerd, haply, amplified; 
For I havd ever verify'd my friends ♦ 
(Of whom hc's.chief,) with all the fize that verity* 



I believe I>r. Johnfoa ^here mid^lces. Kftnet^us', Y iangioe, 
onlv means 10 fay, that it is m«Tf thaa aa equal chaace t^vat bit 
name has toucH'd their ears. Lois wevt the term in our author** 
time for the totat number of ticket* in a lotiery^ which took \U 
name fram thence. So, in t-be continuation of Stone's Chronicle, 
i6i5« p. 1002: ** Out of which lottery, for want of filling, by 
tbcr number of Uts^ there "were tbe« t»k«n o^t and thrown a,fray 
thrcefcQre tboufaod bj^nki, without abating of any ope prise^ '* 
The lo^is were of courfe more numerous than ti\t U^nki. If l^i 
£gnified piin^ at Dr. Johnfob fuppofcd, thfre hpitkg in every lo^ 
tery many more blauks than prizes, Meneoim muft be fiAppo(c4 ta 
fay, that the chance of his namf having reached their tar* was veiy 
fmall ; which certainly is not his. meaning. Malone. 

Lots to. hlanis it a phrafe equivalent to another in K^Rickar4 lit: 
^^ All tki world to nothing, ** Steevems. 

7 The gtneral is my lover : ] This alfo was the language oX Shftk« 
fpeare*s time. See Vol. VHl. p. 96, »> 4. MAI.ONB. 

' Tht book oj his good aBs^ whtnct mm h^vi rtsd &c. ] So, in 
Firicltss 

" Her face the book' of praifes, where is read*' 8;c, 
Again, in Machtth: 

«•> Your face, my tbane, is at' a book, where mctx 
** May read** tc. Stisvens. 

^ For i kmve ever vtrity'd my JritndSf^ 

u4tk aU tht fite that verity ire ] To Vifify, is *0 ffla- 

'Uijh by iijtimony. One may fay wi*h propriety, it bfOkght f^if^ 
ntitnejfis to verify kis tiili, Shakfpeare confidcred the word with 
liit ufual laxity, as importing rather iifiwoty than truths and only 
incant to fay, / borf witpefs \$ my Jrmds with «W tki J^u (h$t V0* 
xity woulii fofn. 
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Wonld without lapfing fuffer: nay, fometimes. 
Like to a bowl upon a fubtle ground, ^ 
I have tumbled paft the throw ; and in his praife 
Have, almoft, ftamp'd the leafing: * Therefore, 

fellow, 
I muft have leave to pafs. 
' i.'G. 'Faith, fir, if you had told as many lies iiji 



I muft remart, that to magnify^ fignifies to tflt or enlarge^ but 
not oeceflarily to tnlarge beyond the truth. Johnson. 

Mr. Edwards would read vtrnijhtd ; but Dr. JohnfoQ*a expla- 
DatiOQ of the bid word readers all change uaaeceflary. 

To perify may, however, fignify to dt/play. Thus in an an- 
cient metrical pedigree in pofTclfion of the late ducber$ of Noitb- 
nmberland, and quoted by Dr. Percy in Tkg Riliquts of aniitni 
EmgHJh Pottry, Vol. I. p. 879, 3d edit. 

** In hyi fchcld did fcbyne a mone vtrifjiug^cr light. '* 

'' Steevems. 

The meaning ( to give a fomewhat more expanded comment] is, 
M t have evtr fpoken the truth of my friends, and in fpcaking of 
them have gone as far as I could go confiftenily .with truth: I 
bave not only told the truth, but the whole truth, and with the 
moft favourable colouring tiiat I could give -to their atftions, 
without tranfgreffing the bounds of truth. *\ Malone. 

* '^ — upon a fubtle grouml^ ] SuhtU means Jmooth^ levtL So, 
Ben Jonfon, in one of his mafques : 

** Tity^s*s brcaft is counted the fubtlifi bowling ground in all 
Tartarus. *' 

SubtU^ however, may mean artijicially unltvtl^ as many bow(* 
ing.greens are. Steevens. 

May it not have iu more ordinary acceptation, dictUfulf 

Malome. 

* snd in kis prat ft 

Havs^ alnoft^. ftamp*d tkt ItSifing : ] i. e. given the fanSion of 
truth to my very txaggirations. This appears to be the fcofc of 
the paflage, from what is afterwards faid by the 3. Guard, 

»^ Howfoever you have been bis liar^ as you fay you have. ** — 
Leafing occuis in our Tranflation of the Bible. See Pfalm iv. 2. 

Henlbt. 

Bavi^ almoll^ ftamp*d ike leafing: ] 1 have almoft given the lit 
Ifkch a faudion ai to leuder i,c current. Malohe. ^ 
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his behalf, as you have uttcr'd words in your own, 
you ftiould not pafs here : nq, though it were as 
virtuous to lie, as to live chaftly. Therefore, go 
back. 

Men. Pr'ythee, fellow, remepftber my name is 
Meneuius, always faftionary on the party of yomp 
, general. 

2. G. Howfoever you have been his liar, (as you 
fay, you have,) I am one that, telling true under 
him, ipuft fay, you cannot pal^. Therefore, go 
back. 

Men. Has he dined, can'ft thou tell? for I would 
not fpeak with him till after dinner. 

1. G. You are a Roman, are you? 

Men. lam as thy general is. 

1. G. Then yoii fliould hate Rome, as he does. 
Cap you, when you have pnfliM out your gates 
the very defender of them, and, in a violent popu- 
lar ignorance, given your enemy your fhield, think 
to front his revenges with the cafy groans ^ of old 
women, the virginal palms of your daughters,^ or 
with the palfied interceffion of fuch a decay'd do- 
tant^ as you feem to be? Can you think to blow 

* — r- eafy groans ] i. c. flight, iacoafidcr^blc. So, U 

King Henry VI, P. II : 

'* thcfc faults are *a/;, 'quickly anrwerM. *' Steevens. 

* the virginal palms 6f your daughters;] The adjcdive w>- 

ginal i^ uffd in Woman is a Weathercock^ 1612: 

»* Lav'd ia a bath of contrite virginal tear*. ** 
t Again, io Spenfer^s Faerie Queen^ B. U. c. ix: 

^*- She to them made with mildnefs vtr^tna/. '* Steevens* 
Again, in King Htnry VL P. II : 
** — tears virginal 
•> Siiall be ^o me ewen as the dew to fire.** Malone« 

* a decay'd dotant — ] Thu$ the old ^opy. Modern editQ.U 

)2avc read — dotard. S^eevims. 
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out tlic intended fire your cixy is ready to flame in» 
with fuch weak, bieath as tins? No, you are de- 
ceived; therefore, back io_Rome, and prepare for 
your execution: you are condemned, our general 
has fworn you out of reprieve and pardon. 

Men. Sirrah, If thy. captain knew I were here, 
lie would ufe me with eliimatiou. 

«. G. Come, my captain knows you not. 

Men. I mean, thy general. 

1. G. My general cares, not for you. Back, I 
fay, go, left I let forth your half pint of blood; — 
back, — that's the utmoft of your having : — ba,ck. 

Men, Nay, but fellow, fellow, — ^ 

Enter Cortolanus and Aufidius. 

Cor. What^s the matter ? 

Men. Now, you companion,^ PI I fay an errand 
for you: you (hall know now, that I am'in eftima- 
tion ; you ftiall perceive that a Jack guardant^ 
cannot office me from my fon Coriolanus: guefs, 
but by\my entertainment with him, ^ if thouftand'ft 



* companion,] Sec p. 373, n. 5. Steevens, 

'^ : ^J^^^ guardadt — ] This term it equivalent to one ftiU 

io uft — A Jack in ojiuj i. e. one who is as proud of bis petty 
confequence, as an excife>man. Steevens. 

See Vol. XII. p. 341, n. 7. Malone. 

^ — — gvffs* ^tt^ by my mierlainment with ^nijl [Old copy — hut] 
I read, Guefs by my entertainment with him, if thoujtandejt not r* tki^ 
fate oj hanging, Johnson. 

Mr. Edwards had prQ.pofed the fame emendatipn ip his NfS. 
notes already meutioncdr Steevens. .^ 

The fatne corredion bad atfo been ipade by Sir T. Haiimcr. 
Thefe cditqrs, however, ci^inged but to by, tt is much more pro* 
bable that by (hould have been ^miftSd at the preff, thaa c<|a« 
founded with but. Mal6n£. 
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not r the ftate of hanging, or of fomc cjeath more 
long in fpeSatorfhip, and crueller in fulFering ; be- 
hold now prcfently, and fwoon for what's to come 
upon thee. — The glorious gods fit in hourly fynod^ 
about thy particular profperity, and love thee no 
worfe than thy old father Menenius does ! O, my 
Ton ! my fon ! thou art preparing fire for us ; look 
thee, here's water to quench it. I was hardly moved 
to come^to thee : but being affured, none but my- 
felf could' move thee, I have been blown out of 
your gates with fighs; and conjure thee to pardoa 
Rome, and thy petitionary countrymen. The good 
gods affuage thy wrath, and turn the clregs of it 
upon this varlet here; this, who, like a block, hath 
denied my accefs to thee. 
Cor. Away ! 
Men. How! away? 

Cor. Wife, mother, child, I know not. My af* 
fairs 
Are fervanted to others : Though 1 owe 
My revenge properly, * my remiflion lies 
In Volcian, breads. That we have been familiar, 
Ingrate forgetfulnefs ihall poifon, rather 
-Than pity note how much. — Therefore, be gone. 
Mine ears againft your fuiis are^ron^^B, than 
Your gates $g^inft my fotce. Yet, fori Idv'd t*hfcfe^* 
Take ihis along; 1 writ it for thy "fake, 

[ '^Gives a letter. 

^ -^ Tht fiorkus gods filiin hourly J^fitod -Sec. ] ^o^'in TcricUs : 
•» The fcnatc houCt^of phiaels all did fiA" ft^. SriEi?ENS» 

• though 1 owe 

My revenge properly, ] Though I'hzvt 2i peculiar n^ 4/ in revenge, 
hi the power of forgivehcrs life 'Volcians arc conjoined. 

Johnson. 

» ^ fot/J' iowV ihee,] u e. becaufe. Sp/iti OtUUn: 

M — — Haply, /pr i am black — . " Stkkvxns. 
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Arid would have fcnt it. Another word, Menetiiusl^ 
1 will not hear thee fpeak. — This man, AnfidinS^ 
Was my belov'd in Rome : yet thou behold'ft — 

AuF. Yon keep a conftant temper. 

[Exfttn/ CoRiOLANUS and AuFibius. 

I. G. Now, fir, is your name Meneniiis. 

a. G. 'Tis aTpell, you fee, of much power : Ifoii 
know the way home again. , 

1. G. Do yjou hear bow we are flient * for keep- 
ing your grcatnefs back? 

fl. G. What caufe, do you think, I have to fwoon? 

Men. I neither care for the world, nor your ge- 
iseral: for fuch things as you, 1 can fcarce think 
there's any, you are fo flight. He that hath a will 
to die byhimfelf, ^ fears it riot from another, I^t 
your general do his worft. For you, be that you 
are long; and your mifcry increafe with your age! 
I (ay to yon, as 1 was faid to. Away ! [ Exii. 

1. G. A noble fellow, 1 warrant bim. 

2. G. The worthy fellow is our general: He is 
the rock, the oak not to be wind-fhaken. [ExeunU 



' kotit wt Aff flient — ] $kent is hreugU io dejrudion, 

Johnson. 

Shmt does not mean brought io de/lruSiony but Jhamti^ difgrocid^ 
made ajhamtd df hiwjetf. See the Old balUd of Tkt Htir 0/ LinMt^ 
in tbe fecond volume of Reliques of Mficitnt Englijh Tottry: 
*V Soiely Jhenl wiib this tebtike 

*■*• SoTtly Jhini was tbe beir of Linne ; 
** His heart, I wis, was near-to braft 

«« With guilt and forrow, fliame and fidne. ** Pek^t. 
See VoU V p. 49, n. 9^ Steevins. 

Rebuked, reprimanded. Cole in his Latin Di3. 1679, renders 
to Jhend^ increpo, h is fo lifed by many of our old writers. 

Maloni# 

t ^ — ij kimfelj, ] i. t. by his own hands, Malone. 
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S C E N £ III. 

The Tent 0/ Corioi^anus. 

Enter Coriolanus. Aufidius, and Others. 

Cor. Wc will before the walls of Rome to-mor- 
row 
Set down our hoft. — My partner in this afiion, 
You muft report to the Volcian lords, hoiv plainly 
1 have borne this bnfinefs.* 

AuF. Only their ends 

You have refpcded : ftopp'd yonr ears againft 
The general fuit of Rome ; never admitted 
A private whifper, no, not with fuch friends 
That thought them fureofyou. 

Cor. This laft old ma». 

Whom with a crackM heart I have fent to Rome^ 
LovM me above the meafure of a father ; 
Nay, godded me, indeed. Their lateft refuge 
Was to fend him : for whofe old love, ^ 1 have 
(Though I fhow'd fourly to him,) once more oflFer'd 
Ihe firft conditions, which they did refufe. 
And cannot now accept, to grace him only, 
That thought he could do more; a very litde 
I have yielded too: Frefh embaffics, and fuits. 
Nor from the ftate, nor private friends, hereafter 



• ■ ■ kow piainly 

I havt homg ihis hufinefs. ] That is, how opinlf^ how remotely 
from artifice or concealment. Johnson. 

^ — — for whofe old lov€^ J Wc have a correfpoading expreffiom 
la King Lear ; 

•* — u— to whofe young love 

«« The vinei of France, " 8cc. Stbbvxn«« 
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Will I lend ear to. -*-Ha! what fiiout is this? 
• [Shoui within. 

Shall I be tempted to infringe my row * 
In the fame time*tis made? I will not.— 

Enter in mourning habits^ ViRGiLtA, VolUmnia; 
leading young.MTLTcius, Valeria, fl«^ Attendants. 

My wife comes foremoft ; then the honont'd mould 

Wherein this trunk was frara'd, and in her hand ; 

The grandchild to her blood. But, out, aflfedtioo! 

All bond and privilege of nature, break ! 

Let it be virtuous, to be obftinate. — 

What is thatcunTy worth? or thofe doves' eyes,' 

Which can make gods forfworn?— I melt, and am 

' not 
Of ftronger earth than others. — My mother bowsi 
As if Olympus to a molehill fhould 
In fupplication nod: and my young boy 
Hath an a(peft of iuterceflion, which 
Great nature cries* i^^w^ no/, — L^t the Voices 
Plough Rome, and barrow Iialy; Til never 
Be fuch a gofling to obey inRinfi; bui ftand^ 
As if a man were author of himfelf, , 
And knew no other kin. 

ViRG. Mylordand hufbandf 

Co«. Thefc eyes arc not the ferae 1 wore itk 

Rome. 
ViRG. The forrow, that delivers us thus chang'd^ 
Makes you think fo.'* 

« tkofe d<r^i"^ tfei\] %o, in 1fhte Canrtlc^et, ir. tit **— hit 

eyes are z% the tjts dj itok/es, *" ^Xgain, in Tie Inteiprttadon tff 'tk$ 
VAiiiis oj-goddrs. aitd pit'deffis, fcc. Printed by Wynlyh de Wbrde: 
He ipeak» of Venus: 

»* Crylpe was htr flcyn, heV eySn Coliimh'pie,*" Steevens. 
^ The J^rrouty Hkat deifvers 'us th^ ckafng'd^ 
M^kts you tkini /o, ] Virgilia makes a Yolunlary mifiBterprex 
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Coft. ^ Like a dull aftor noW| 

I have forgot my part, aod 1 am out, 
Even to a full difgrace/ Beft of myflefh. 
Forgive my tyranny ; but do not fay. 
For that, Forgive our Romans — O, akifs 
Long as my exile, fweet as my revenge ! 
^ow by the jealous queen of heaven,^ tbat kifs 
I carried from thee, dear; and ray true lip 
Hath virgin'd it e'er fince. — You gods ! I prate/ 
And the moft noble mother of the world 
Leave nnfaluted: Sink, my knee, i' the earth ; 

[kneels^ 
Of thy deep duty more impreflion fhow 
Than that of common fons. 

Vol. O. ftandupblefsM! 

Whilft, with no fofter cufliion than the flint, 
1 kneel before thee ; and unproperly 
Show duty, as miftaken all this while 
Between the child and parent. [knetU. 

Cor. What is this? 

Your knees^ to me ? to your correfted fon? 



tation of her hu{band*t words. lAt fays, Thtft eyes art not tiefame^ 
meaning, that be faw things with other eyesy or other di/pofiiions* 
She lays bold on the word eyeSy to turn his attention on their pre* 
Cent appearance. JohnsOn. 
.' Cor. Like a dull ador now^ 

J have forgot my part, and I am ouf^ 

Even to a full di/grace,] So, in our author's s3d Sonnei: 

. «^ As an unferfeS aSor on the ftage, 

«> Who with his fear is put hefide his part^ — .** MAlonc. 
* M'ow hy the jealous queen oj heaven^\ That is, hy Juno, the guar- 
dian of marriage, and confequently the avenger of connubial per* 
£dy. Johnson. 

7 / prate,] The old copy—t pray. The merit of the alteration 
at Mr. Theobald's. So, in Othello : «« I prattle out of fafliion.** 

^ ST£ev£MS. 

Vol. XVII. Ec 
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Then let tbe pebbles, on the hungry beach ^ 
Fillip the ftars; tl^en let the mutinous Wincjs 
^trike the proud cedais'gainft the fiery tvkxy; 
Murdering impoflibility, to laake 
What cariqot be, flight work. 

Vol. Thow a.^ my vwtion;^ 

I holp to fraiaae tl^ee,^ Droyou^baow ihial^dy? 

CoR . The noble, fifte? ot P^bUcpla^"* 
The ii^<oii Qf Ronfte; chafte £is the icipk^^ 
That's curdt^ii by %h^ froii horn purcft fqow, 

• — — 071 th hungry hack ] I once idly conjedarcd that 

our author wrote-^the a^^y beach. Malone. 

The hungry beach is th t JleriU unprolijlck beach. EvcTji; ivriter o.tt 
liufbandry fpeaks of hungry foil, and intngry gvavtl ; and what U 
inoj:4 barx^Q thaa th/c^ fAn4s on the 4'ca (hore? If it be neiCAflary to 
feek for a more recondite meaning, — th« Qiore, on whiph ^cffU^ 
are ftranded, ts as hungry for fiiipwrecks, as the waves that caft 
them on the (hore. Shf^b|pc4re| on tliif» pccfifion me^n^ to^ repritf'efit 
the beach as a m^a.!), ^i)d not; a« a qtagnificent oijeR, SXEi^ye^s. 

The beach hungry, or eager, for (hipwrecks. Such, I think, it 
the mefining. So, in Twetpk-Xi^if :^ 

*' mine is all 2^^ii*»OTa8 thc/#tf." MALone. 

9 I holp io, frame thf^] Old copy~^(y&#. Corr^^cd bv Mr^ Po&e* 
This is one of many inftances, in- which corruptions have ariun 
from the tranfcriber's car deceiving him. MALOHf . 

* Jfe nohie Jifier of PublUoia^] Valeria,, metjI^inXs, ihould. nht 
hav^ bfCQ brought only tq fill up the procdlBon without fpeakiofr. 

Johnson. 
It is not improbable, but that the pp£t, defign^^the foUo-wi^ag 
words of Volumnia for Valeria. Nam^s ate not uofrequ^ntly- 
tonfounded by the play,cr-cditors ; and the lines tha^ compore this 
fpecch might b< giv^n to the Gfter of Publicola without impropriety. 
It may be added, that tboi^gh the fcheme to folicit Coiiolaous was 
ong^n^Jly pToppfed by Valeria, yet t»i;atarch has allotted her no 
pddref^ when (he apptars with hili wife and mother on thisoccapon. 

Steevens. 

3 chafi'e 4S the icicle, &c»] 1 cannot forbear ta cite t|»c 

following benutifurpaflTage from Shirley*s Gentiman of Vtnite^ ia 
\fhicb thepraife of a lady's chaftity is likewifi attempted: 

** — — tinu art' chajl'e 
^ *k Ai the xvhitt d9wn of keavtn^ whofe feaihth play 
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And iiangs on Diart^s temple : Dear Valetia! 

Vol. TbU wa poor epitome of yours/ 
Which by the interpretation of full time 
May flaow like all yourfelf. 

Cor. The god of foldiefs. 

With the confent offbprcme jove,^ inform 
Thy thoughts with nobienefs ; that thou hiay'ft 

prove 
To thame unvulo^rablc, ahd flick i' the wars 
Like a great fca- mark, flatiding every flaw/ 

*• tipon thetuirgsofaeoidmniers^alt^ 
»' Trembling with fear (0, touch /A' impurer earth,'* 
Some Roman Isujy of the nat&e of V»ieriwy was one of the great 
CTcaniplcs of chaftity held out by writers of the middle age. Sif^ 
ia The Dialoj^es oj Cnaiures mmaf^fed^ bl. 1. no date: •* The fecounde 
was called Valtiia: and vrhtn inqcry^cron was madfc of her for what 
caurfe flic toke notle the fccptindc faafboirdc, (Ire fiyde'' &c. Hence 
jpcrbaps Sbakfpeare^s esitavagant praife of her name(ake*i chaflity. 

/ , 

Mr. Pope and all the lubfrqucnt editors read curdled; but (urdied 
h the reading of the old copy, and il3A the phrafeoldgy of Sbal- 
fpeare's time. So, in All's uxll that ends well. — •* I am now, firj 
tiuddied in fortune's mood.^ We ihould how write muddtd^^ to 
czprcfs be^imedj poiluttd luith mud* 
Again, in CfmlfiUnt: 

** That drug-daajn*d Italy hath oiit'CrnJlied bim.** 

I believe, both Curd/ed, muddied, Sec. are mete falfe fpelliogs 
of curded^ mxiddedy 8cc. Mudded is fpelt, ns at prefent, in The^ 
Tempejt, fiift folio, p. i3, tol. 2. three lines from the bottom j imd 
fo is crafted., in Coriolanus, £rll fot. p. 24, c#l» «• Stesven^; 

* * fpitome 9-f yours,] I read: 

epitome of you. 

Art epitvifie of ydu, which, enlarged hy (he cemmentaries of time^ 
ihay equal yoir in magnitude. John'Son. 

Though Dr. johnfott'S r^ing is more elegant, I have not the 
Icaft fufpicion here of any corrupiioo, Malonij, 

* WHh thf cmje%t cf /upjttne J^Jt,] This 1$: infmed with great 
decorum. Jupiter was the tutelary God of Rome. Warburton. 

^ Like U gre^i /t^'metrk, jMnding wir; flaw,] That is, every ^/, 
every jftfffR. Johnson. 

Ec 3 
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And faving thofc that eye thcc ! 

Vol. Your knee, firrah. 

Cor. That's my brave boy. 

Vol. Even he, your wife, this lady, and myfelf 
Arc ftlitors to you. 

Cor. I bcfeechyou, peace: 

Or, if youM ajDk, remember this before ; 
The things, I have forfworn to grant, may never 
Be held by you denials. Do not bid me 
Difmifs my foldiers, or capitulate 
Again with Rome's mechanicks : — Tell me not 
Wherein I feem unnatural : Delire not 
To allay ray rages and revenges, with 
Your colder reafons. 

Vol. O, no more, no more ! 

Yon have faid,you will not grant us any thing; 
For we have nothing elfe to aflc, but that 
Which you deny already : Yet we will aCk ; 
That, if you fail in our requeft, ' the blame 
May hang upon your hardnefs : therefore hear us. 

Cor. Aufidius, and you Voices, mark ; for we'll 
Hear nought from Rome in private. — Your requeft ? 

Vol. Should we be fileutand not fpeak, our rai- 
ment, ^ 

So, in our autbor*s ii6th Sonnet: 
♦* O no ! it is an ever-Jixed mari^ 
*' That looks on tetnpijtsy and is never Jka ken.** . Malomi. 

7 That^ if you fail in our requtjl^'^ That is, if you fail to grant 
ut ourrequed; if you are found Jailing or deficient in love to your 
country, and affedion to your friends, when our requeft fliall have 
been made to* you,, the blame 8cc. Mr. Pope, who altered every 
pbrafe that was not conformable to modern phrafeology, changed 
you to wei and his alteration has been adopted in all the fubfcqucnt 
editions. Malone. 

• Should we he Jlent and not /peak ^ our raiment, 8cc.] " The 
fpecshes copied from Flutaish In CorioUnuSf may (fays Mr. Pop*) 
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And ftatc of bodies would bewray what life 
We have led fince thy exile. Think with thyfelf, 
How more unfortunate than all living women 
Are we come hither: fince that thy fight, whidh 

ftiould 
Make our eyes flow with joy, hearts dance with 

comforts. 
Conftrains them weep, and fhake^ with fear and 

forrow; ^ 
Making the mother, wife, and child, to fee 

be as well made an inftance of the learning of Shakfpeare, as tbofe 
copied from Cicero, in Caiilint^ of Ben Jonfon's." Let us inquire 
loto this matter, and tranfcribe a Jptech for a fpecimeo. Take the 
famous one of Volumnia ; for our author has done little more, tbaa 
throw the very words of North into blank verfe. 

*^ If we helde our peace (my fonne) and determined not to 
fpeake, the ftate of our poore bodies, and prefent fight of our ray- 
xnent, would eafely bewray to thee what life we haue led at home» 
fince thy exile and abode abroad. But thinke now with thy fclfe^ 
Iiowe much more unfortunately than all the women liuinge we are 
come bethcr, confidering that the fight which (hould be moft plea- 
faunt to all other to beholde, fpitefull fortune hath made moft 
fearful! to us: making my felfe to fee my fonne, and my daughter 
here, her hu(band, bcfieging the walles of his oatiue countrie. So 
as that which is the only comfort to all other in their advcrfitie and 
xnifedf , to pray unto the goddes, and to call to them for aide, is the 
onely thinge which plongeth us into moft deep perplexitie. For 
we cannot (alas) together pray, both for viftorie, for our cpuntrie, 
and for fafety of thy life alfo : but a world e of grievous curfes, 
yea more than anyi mortall enemie can hcape upon us, are forcibly 
wrapt up in our. prayers. For the bitter foppe of moft hard choyce 
is offered thy wife and children, to forgoe the one of the two: 
cither to lofe the perfone of thy felfe, or the nurfe of their natiue 
countrie. For my f^lfe (my fonne) I am determined not to tarrie, 
till fortune in my ^ife doe make an ende of this warrc. For .if I 
cannot perfuade thee, rather to doe good unto both parties, then 
to ouerthrowe and deftroye the one, ^preferring loue and nature 
before the malice and calamite of warre« ; thou (halt fee, my fonne, 
and truft unto it, thou (halt no foner marche forward to afiauh 
thy countrie, but thy foote fliall tread upon thy mother's wombe, 
that brougljt thee firft into this world.** Farmer. 

* Con/rains tkim wap^ and Jhake r-] ^That is, eonfirains the 

eye to weep^ and the heart io Jhake. JjOhnson. 

Ec 3 
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The fon, the ha(band,and the father, tearing 
His country's bowels out. And co poor wc. 
Thine enmity's qioft capital: thou barr'ft us 
Our prayers to the gods, which is a conaforl 
That all but we enjoy: For how can we, 
Alas ! how can wc for our country, pray, 
Whereto we are bound ; together with thy vi6lory^ 
Whereto we are bound? Alack! orwemuftlofc 
The country, our dear nurfe ; or eile thy pcrfon, 
Our comfort in the country. We muft find 
An evident calamity, though we had 
Ourwifh, which fide lliould wiA : fo|" either thqu 
Mxift, as a foreign recreant, be led 
With manacles thorough our flreets ; or elfc 
Triumphantly tread on thy countryVruin ; 
And bear the palm, for having bravely fted ^ 
Thy wife and children's blood. For myfelf, fop^ 
I purpofc not to wait on fortune, tiU 
Thefe wars determine :® if I cannot perfu^^de the^ 
Rather to (how a noble grace to both parts. 
Than feek the end of one, thou (halt no fooner 
March to affanlt thy country, than to tread 
(Truft to't, thou llialt not,) oh thy mother^s womb» 
That brought thee to |his world* 

ViRG. Ay, and on mine, ^ 

That brought you forth this hoy, to keep your nam.^ 
Living to time. 

Boy. He fliall not tread on me; 

ril run away till 1 am. bigger, but then I'll fight. 

' tht/t wars determiae: i. e. coodudc, end* So, in KinM 
Henry JV. P. II : 

*' Till thy flriend ficknefi h«ye dettrmind me." 

SXECVtMS. 

' •— tnd on ndng^] On wai fupplicd by fon^e forxqer cdi^ibr, \^ 
{Oinplcu the qiea^fkre. S,T£ evens. 
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CoRb Not tf a woman's tctideftitfs to be, 
Required Aor child iiot Womatt's face to fee; 
3 have fat too long;. bifi^g* 

Vol. Nay, ^o tiot ftovb. us thus. 

If it were ft), that diir requeft did tend 
To fave the Rotfiaiis, thereby to dcftroy 
The Voices whom yoii ferve, you might condemn 

lis, 
As poifonous of your honour : No i our fuit 
J%^ tb^tyou i'ecdncileihem: whik the Vokeis 
May fay, This mere) wt haije Jhow^d ; the Romans^ 
This wi recdvd ; and each in cither fide 
Give thcall-hail to thee, arid cry, ^t hlejs*d 
For makifig up this peace! Thou know'ft, great fon, 
The end of war's uncertain ; but this certain,. 
That, if thou conquer Rome, the benefit 
Which thou (halt thereby reap, is fueh a name, 
Whofe repetition will be dogg*d with curfcs ; 
Whofe chronicle thus writ,-^ J'A« man was noble^ 
But with his lajl attempt he wip^d it out ; 
Dejlrofd his country ; and: his name remains 
To the enJuihgagCy abhorred. Speak to me, four 
Thou haft affected the fine ftrains ^ of honour, 
To imitate the graces of the gods ; 
To tear with thunder the wide cheeks o'the air^ 
And yet to charge thy fulphur /* with a bolt 

*• /A^/iw/ftfinj— — ] The niceties, the refinements, 

Johnson. 

The old copy h^ijive. The cprredion vas made by Dr. Johnfon, 
I (hould not have mentioned fucb a naanifeft error of the prefs, but 
that it juftifies a corrcdion that 1 have made in Rotnto and jfulitt^ 
ASl I. another in timoA of Athens t and a third thaf baf been made 
in A Midfummer Xighfs Dream, See Vol. VII. p. i25, n. 7. Malone. 

^ And yet to charge tky fulphwr — —J The old copy has ciangt. 
The corredion is Dr. "Warburton's. In Tke Taming of the iShftw^ 
Ad III. fc. i. ^Aar^« is printed inftcad oi change. Mai<onE. 

The n^aiving of the parage is, To. threaten, mu-ch, and yet b« 
merciful. ^ Warburtoii. 
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That (hould but rive an oak. Whydoftnot fpeak? 
Think'ft thou it honourable for a noble man . 
Still to remember wrongs ? — Daughter, fpeak ybu : 
He cares not for your weeping., — Speak thou, boy ; 
Perhaps, thy childirfinefs will move him more 
Than can our reafons. ^ — There is no man in the 

world 
More bound to his mother; yet here he lets me 

prate, 
' Like one i' the ftocks. ^ Thou haft never in thy life 
Show'd thy dear mother anycourtefy; 
When flie, (poor hen !)fond of no fecond brood. 
Has cluck'd thee ?o the wars, and fafely home, 
Loaden with honour. Say, my requeft's unjuft, 
And fpurn me back : But, if it be not fo, 
Thou ^rt not honeft; and the gocjs will plague thee. 
That thou reftrain'ft from me the duty, which 
To a mother's part belongs.,— He turns away : 
Pown, ladies ; let us ftiame him with our knees, 
To his furnamp Coriolanus 'longs more pride. 
Than pity to our prayers. ^ Down; An end: 
Thi§ is thelaft ;-i-So we will home to Rome, 
And die ainong our neighbours. — Nay, behold us ; 
This boy, that cannot tell what he would have. 
But kneels, and holds up hands, for fellowftiip. 
Does reafon oprpetiuon ^ with more ftrength 
Than thou haft to deny' t.— -Come, let us go : 
This fellow had aVoIcian to his mother; 
His wife is in Corioli, and his child 
Like him by chance: — You give us ovir defpatch; 
I am bu{h'd*umil our city be aftre, . 

* tih om r ikt Jlpcks.] Ketp me in a ftate of ignominy talking 
^o no purpofc. Johnson. 

f figtf ftafoncur ftiithn— 1 Does argue Jot u* an4 our petition. 

JQ^NSQH, 
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And then Til fpeak a little. 

f*. Cor. O mother, mother!^' 

[ holding VolUrania by the handi.fiUnt. 
What have yoii done? Behold, the heavens do ope, 
The gods look down, and this unnatural fcene 
They laugh at. O my mother, mother! O! 
You have won a happy viftory to Rome : 
But, for your f on, -—believe it, O, believe it, 
Moft dangeroufly ypu have with him prevailed, 
Ifnotmoft mortal to him. But, let it come: — 
Aufidius, though I cannot make true wars, 
ru frame convenient peace. Now, good Aufidius, 
W,cre you in my ftead, fay, would you have heard* 
A mother lefs ? or granted lefs, Aufidius ? 

AuF. 1 was mov'd withal. 

Cor. I dare be fworn,' you were: 

And, fir, it is no little thing, to make 
Mine eyes to fweat compaffion. But, good fir, 
What peace you'll make, advife me : For my part» 
ru not to Rome, Til back with you ; and pray;you, 
Stand to me in this caufe.— -O mother ! wife! 

AuF. 1 am glad, thou haft fet thy mercy and thy 
honour 
At difference in thee: out of that I'll work 



7 moiktr^ noihir ! ] So, in the old tranflation of Plutarch: 
%^ Oh mother, what have you done to me ? And holding her harde 
by the right hande, oh mother, fayed he, you have wonne a happy 
vidorie for your countrie, but mortal and unhappy for your fonne: 
Dor I fee myfelf vanqui(hed by you alone.** Steevens. 

* kiMrd ] is here ufed as a diflyllable. The modera 

editors read— /ay, would you have heard — . Malonk. 

As my ears are wholly unreconciled to the difTyltabifications— 
€*arly hi-ard^ &c. 1 continue to read with the modern editors. 
5ay, in other pafiagei of our author, is prefatory to a queiiion. So, 
in MacUth: • 

«« 5ay, if thou hadft rather hear it from our mouthy, ^ 
u pr from our mailers* ?** Steevens, 
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Myfelf a former fortune.^ [ Afide. 

[ The ladies make Jigns to Coriolanus. 
Cor. Ay, by and by ; 

[ To Volnmnia, Virgilia, itc. 
But wc will drink together; * and you (hall bear 
A better witnefs back than Mrords, which we, 
On like conditions, will have counter-fealM. 
Come, enter with us. Ladies, yon deferve 
To have a temple built you:' all the fwords 
In Italy, and her confederate arms. 
Could not have made this peace. [ Exeuni. 

SCENE IV. 

Rome. A publiek Place.^ 

Enter Menenius^r^ Sicinius. 

Men. See you yond' coign o^ the capitol; yond* 
comer •ftone? 

Sic. Why, what of that? 

Men. If it be pofllihle for you to difplace it with 
your little finger, there is fome hope the ladies of 
Rome, efpecially his mother, may prevail with him. 

» — . m wri 

Mj/elf s former f$rinne, } I will Utt advantage of this coa- 
ceffioato rikftore myfelf to my former credit and power. JoHNSOH. 

* driak iogetket} ] Perhapi %»c fliaold rcad^- liiai.- 

Faimbk. 
Our author, in King Henry IV, P. IL having iotrodiiced drinks 
hg as a mark of confederation i 

*• Lct*f drink UgeAer frieodly, an^ embrace — ;•* 
the text may be allowed to ^ahd ; though at the e^pencc of female 
delicacy, which, in th'6 prefent inftance, has not been fufficicnkijr 
confulted. StbCVEnS. 

' T§ knve s iempli hiili yon: ] PlaurcK informs ni, that a tcm* 
pie ^cdicattd to iht Fortune of the Ladiks^ was bidU on this occa- ' 
i^on by order of the fcnaK. 5r££V£as. . 
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Bfit, J fay, thtte is no hope i«'i i Our throats arc 
(ctittnced, and flay tupon tx^cution/ 

Sic. Is^t poffiblc, \M^t fo fliort a time can altet 
the condition of a map ? 

Men. Ihere is differcncy between a grab, and 
a butterfly; yet }^ur butterfly was a grub. This 
^larcius is grown from rpan to dragon: be has 
%vings; he's more than a creeping thing. , 

Sic. He lov'd his tnother dearly. 

Men. So did be m^i ^tidheno mor^Tcmepibers 
his mother now, ihap ail eight year old horfe.^ The 
tartnefs of his^ace fbuts ripe grapes. When he 
walks, be moves like an engine, and th« ground 
fhrinks before his treading* He is able to pierce 
a corflct with his eye; talks like .a knell, and his 
hum is a battery. He fits in his ftate,^ as a thing 
made for Alexauder> What h^ bid^ be done, is 
iinifh'd with his bidding. He wants nothing of 2^ 
god, but eternity, and a heaven to throne ita. 

SiCrf Yes, raercy» if you report him truly. 

Men. I paint him in the eharafleh Mark what 
mercy his mother {hall bring from him : There is 
no piore mercy in him, than there is milk in a male 
tiger ; that fliall our poor city find : and all this, 
is 'long of you? 

Sic. The gods be good unto us ! 

I Jtay Mpon execuiionil i, e. ^^y hut for it. So, inMacleth:^ 

** Worthy Macbeth, w« 4lay upon your leifure,'* Steevens. 

,'• ihan an eight par old ior/e. ] Subiiiiclligitur remtmbers 

4u difni, Warburton. 

* He Jits in his fiate^ Sec. ] la a foregoing note he was faid to ^t 
in g9ld^ The pUtT^^^ /is 3 ihi^g mvde Jor A ifxander^ m^ans, as ont 
made io reJetf^U AUxa\idtu JOHNSioNk 

Hhfiate means his cAair of Jiate» Sec the paffage quoted froift 
pl^urcb, ia £. j^i>,b^ n. ^i and .^Vol. Xl. p. i56, n. -^, Malone. 
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Men. No, in fach a cafe tbe gods will not be 
good unions. Whcnwcban5{hM hira, we refpeft- 
ed not tbem: and, he returning to break our 
necks, they refpcd not us. . 

Enter a Meflenger. 

Mes. Sir, if you'd favc your life, fly to your 
houfe: 
The plebeians have got your fellow- tribune, . 
And hale him np and down ; all fwearing, vf 
The Roman ladies bring not comfort home,. 
They'll give him death by inches. 

Enter another Meffenger* 

Sic. What's the news? 

Mes. Good news, good news; — The ladies have 
prevaird. 
The Voices are diflodg'd, andMarcius gone: 
A merrier day did never yet greet Rome, 
No, not the expulfion oftheTarquins. 

Sic. Friend, 

Art thou certain, this is true ? is it moft certain? 

Mes. As cercain, as I know the fun is fire : 

Where have you lurk'd, that you make doubt ofit? 

Ne'er through an arch fo hurry 'd the blown tide. 

As the recomforted throrngh the gates,^ Why, hark 

you; 

[ Tiumpets and hautboys founded^ and drums 

beaten^ all together. Shouting aljo within. 

* Nt*tT through an arcb/p hurry* d /Ar blown tide. 

As tki recoufortid ikrougk tkt gaits, J So, in our author's Rmpi 
pf Lucrece : 

*' Ai ikreugi tm arck the yioUot roaring tide 
«i Out-runs the cjre that doth behold his haflt*** 
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The trumpets, fackbuts, pfalterics, and fifes. 
Tabors, arid cymbals, and the fhouting Romans, 
Make the fun dance. Hark you ! [ Shouting again. 
Men. This is good news: 

I will go meet the ladies. This Vblumnia 
Is worth of confnls, fenators, patricians, 
A city full; of tribunes, fuch as you, 
A feaand land full: You have pray'd well to-day; 
This morning, for ten thoufand of your throats 
I'd not have given a doit. Hark, how they joy! 

[Shouting and mujick. 

Sic. Firft, the gods blefs you for your tidings : 
next. 
Accept my thankfulnefs. 

Mes. , Sir, we have all 

Great caufe to give great thanks." 

Sic. They arc near the city? 

Mes. Almoft at point to enter. 

Sic. Wc will meet them, 

And help the joy. [Going. 



Blown io the text is /well* d. So, in Antony and Cleopatra: 

»' here on her brcaft 

»* There is a vent of blood, and fomething blown.** ' 
The efiFed of a high oc fpring tide, as it is called, is fo mucli 
greater tlfan that which wind cotnmonly produces, that I am not 
convinced by the following note that my interpretation is erroneous. 
Water that is fubjcd to tides, even when it is not accelerated by a 
fpring tide, appears fwoln, and to move with more than ordinary 
lapidity, when paffiog through the narrow flrait of an arch. 

M ALONE. 

The blown Hie is th« tide blown, and confequently accelerated by 
the wind. So, in another of our author's plays: 

*^ My boat faili fwiftly both with wind and tide.*' 

Stsbyams. 
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EnUr ifu ladies, atcompanied by Senators, Patriciati^ 
and People. They pajs over ihejlage. 

I. Sen. Behold ourpatronefs, the Hfe of Rome: 
Call all your tribes togethjcr, ptaifo the gods» 
And make triumphant fires ; ftrcw QovVcrs before 

them : 
tJnfbont the ooifd that banifhM MarcioSy 
Repeal him with the welcome of his mother; 
Cry»— Welcome, ladies, welcome!-*^ 

All. Welcome, ladies f 

Welcome ! 

[A Jlourijh with drums and trUmpeis^i ExeunU 



S C E N^ E V. 

Antium. A public Places 

£7»»^er TUllus Aufidius, with Attendants. 

AuF. Go tell the lords of the city, I am here : 
deliver them this paper: having read it, 
Bid them r^puii: to tb4 q^rket-'place ; where 1^ 
Even in theirs and in the cotemOttS' eats*, 
Wiji vQuch the irmti of it. Hi/n E acculef,* 
The city parfts^ by^ this hath ehici^'d, ai^id 
Intends to appeijft before the people, hopjtjg 
To pucge hiaiielf wijJab words : Defpaich,*^ 

Y Exeunt Atticndctnis. 

• — i- ftVm 1 tlcmft, &c. I Sb, i>i. tU Winftr's Tali •• 

»» I aiQ appoidtied ktn to' tnardcr you.** 
Mr. Pope alttd atl' the filbft^ucnt editort rtad — He I accufe — , 

MaIoki. 
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EnUf ihnt orfaur Confpimiars of Aufidms' fa^ion^ 

Moft welcome ! 

1. Con. How is it with onr general? 

AuF. Even Co^ 

As with a man by his own alms empoiforfd, 
And with his charity flain. 

2. CoN,^ Moft tioblc fir. 
If you do hold lihc fame intent wherein 
You wifli'd us parties, we'll deliver you 
Of your great danger. 

AuF. Sir, I cann^ot tell ; 

We muft proceed, as we do find the people. 

3. Con. The people will remain uncertain, whilft 
*Twixt you theie's diflEerencc ; but ihefall of either 
Makes the furviypr heir of all. 

Au?. I know it; 

And my pretext to ftrike at him admits 
A good conftruftion. I rais'd him, and I pawn'd 
Minehonour for his truth : Who beingfo heig-hten- d^ 
He water'd his new plants with dews of flattery, 
Seducing fo my friends : and, to this end^ 
He bow'd hu uaturje, never kn^own, before 
But to be rou^h, unfwayaWe, and free. 

3. Con. Sir, his ftoutneA. 
When he didftandfor confaiifc, which he Lo>ft 
By lack of ftoopiiig, — 

AuF, That I would have fpoke of: 

Being banifh'd for' t, became tmto nry hearth; 
Prefented tO: my knife his throat : I took him ; 
Made him j'Oinit-Cervant with me ; gstve hitn way 
In all his own defires ; nay, let him choo& 
Out of my file*, his projefts to accamplifli. 
My beft and fre&eft men ; ferv'd his dtfign«ienta 
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In mine own perfon ; holp to reap the fanie, 
"Which he did end all his ; * and took fome pride 
To do myfelf this wrong: till, at the laft, 
1 feemM his follower, not partner; and 
He wagM me with his countenance,^ as if 
I had been mercenary. 

1. Con. So he did, my lord : 

The army marvcird at it. And, in the laft. 
When he had carried Rome; and that we look'd 
For no lefs fpoil,,than glory, — 

AuF. There was it; — 

For which my finews fhall be ftretch'd * upon him. 
At a few drops of wonien's rheum, which arc 

* Whick ke did end all his ; ] In JohDfon*s edition it was, ^< Which 
he did make all bis,** which feems the more natural exprefBon, 
though the othef be intelligible. M. Mason. 

End is the reading of the old copy, and was changed Into mait 
by Mr. Rowc. Steevens. 

^ .He wag*d me with his countenance^ ] This is obfcure. The 
meaning, I think, is« he pre/cribed to me with an air of authority, 
snd gave me his countenance for my wages s thought me fufficieatly 
rewarded with good looks. Jonhson. 

The verb, to wage^ is ufed in this feufe in The Wife Woman 9j 
Hogfdeny by Hey wood, i638 : 

*^ -^ — I receive thee gladly to my houfe, 

'* And w«^< thy ftay." 

Again, in Greene's M«ffli7/fa, iSgS : ** «~ — by cuftom common 
to all that could wage her hooefty withr the appointed price." 

To wage a tajk was, anciently, to undertake a tafk for wag4s» 
So^ in George Withers's Vtrfes prefixed to Drayton's Polyolbi$n : 
'» Good fpeed befall thee who haft wag'd a tajky 
** That better cenfures, and rewards doth alk.*' 
Again, in Spenfer's faeiy Quten^ B. II. c. vii : 

•' muft wagt 

*• Thy works for wealth, and life for gold engage." 

Again, in Holinihed's Reign of King John, p. 168: *' the 

fumme of 28 thoufand markcs (o levie and wage thirtie thoufand 
men.'* SteevenS. 

• For which my Jinews Jhall he flretch'd — ] This is the point da 
which 1 will attack him with my utmoft abilities. Johnson. 
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As cheap as lies, he fold the blood and labour 
Of our great. aftion; Therefore ihall he die, 
And ril renew me in his fall. But. hark ! 

[ Drums and trumpets founds with great Jhouts 
of the people* , 

1. Con. Your native town you enterM like apoft. 
And had no welcomes home ; but he returns, 

splitting the air with noifc. 

2. Con. And patient fools, 
Whofe children he hath flain, their bafe throats tcar^ 
With giving him glory. 

3. Con. Therefore, at your vantage, 
Ere he exprefs himfelf, or move the people 
With what he would fay, let him feel your fword, 

' Which we will fecond. When he lies along, 
After your way his tale pronounced fhall bury 
His reafons with his body. 

AuF. Say no more ; 

Here come the lords. , 

Enter the Lords of the city* 

Lords. You ate moft welcome home. 

AuF. I have not defetvM k^ 

But. worthy lords, have you with heed perusM 
What I have written to you ? ^ 

Lords. Wc hjive. 

• 1 . Lord. And grieve to hear it. 

What faults he made before the laft, I think, 

^ WUi I have wrtittn to you?] If the unncceflary wards— /• 
jTOtt, arc omitted ( for 1 believe thtm to be an ioterpolatioo) the metre 
^111 become fufficitntly regular: 

yVkat I kav€ writtin t ^ 

Lords. Wi havt, 

I. Lord. Jind grieve to iear it. 

. , . . ^TiQ^viiw; 

Vol. XVIL tf 
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Might have found eafy fines : bat there to cad. 
Where be was to begin ; and give away 
The benefit of our levies, anfwering u« 
With our own charge ; ^ making a treaty, where 
.There was a yielding; This admits no e^cnfe* 
AuF. He approaches, you fhaU hear him. 

Enter CoRiOLANUS, wilh drums and colours; a crowd 
of Ciliuns with him. 

Cor. Hail, lords ! I am retoritM your foldier; 
No more infcSed with my coumry's love. 
Than when I parted hence, but ftill fubfiftii^g 
Under your great command. Yon sire to k^o\y. 
That profpcroufly I have attempted, and 
With bloody paffagc, led your war^^ even td* 
The gates of Rome* Out fpoils we have l^^ogbt 

home, 
Do more than coniiterpoife, a full third part. 
The charges of the adion. We have madepeace^ 
With no lefs honour to the Antiates^ 
Than (hame to the Romans: And we here deliver, 
SubfcribM by the confuls and patriciana^ 
Together with the feal o'the fenate, what 
We have compounded on. ' 

AuF. Read it not, noble lorcU;^ 

But tell the traitor, in the higheft degree 
He hath abus'd your powers. 

Cor* Traitor !.^Uow now ? — 

AuF. Ay, traitor, Marcius. 

C0R» Marcips! 

AuF. Ay, Marcius, Cains Marcius ; Doft thou 
tbink 

' — — anfwerhg ui 
Wi/4 ((uT own charge}] That is, nwarding w wili o^^ 
tJtftnctsi naakmg ihc coii of war iu rccomocafc. Johkson, *" 
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ril grace thee with that robbery, thy (lorn name 
Coriolanus in Corioli? — 
You lords and heads of the ftate, perfidioufly 
He has betray'd your bufinefs, and given qp, 
For certain drops of fait/ your city Rome 
(I fay, your city,) to his wife and naoiber: 
Breaking bis oath and refolutioja, like 
A twift of rotten filk ; never admitting 
C^unfel o' ^he war; but at his nurfe's tears 
He whin'd and roar'd away your viftory ; 
That pages blufli'd at him, aiKl men of heart 
Look'd wondering each at 04.her. 

Cour Hear'ftthou, Mars? 

AuF. Name not the gad, thou. boy of tears, — 

Cor. Har 

AuF. No more. ^ 

Cor. Meafurelefs liar, thou haft made my heart 
Too great for what contains it. Boy ! O Have ! — 
Pardon me, lords, 'tis the firff time that ever 
1 was forc'd to fcold. Your judgements, my grave 

lords, 
Muft give this cunthe l^e: and his own notion 
( Who wears my ftripes»imprcfs'don him; that muft 

. bear ^ 

My berating to his grave ; ) Ihall join^to thruft 
The lie unto him. 

1. Lord. Peace, both, and hear me l^eak. 

Cor. Cut me to pieces, Voices ; men and lads, 
Stain all your edges on me.-^Boy ! Falfe hound ! 

* Ftr arUin drops of fali^] For cehaia tears., So, in tJCin^ 
Ltitr: 

** Why this would make a nan, a nian of fait.** Malons. 

• Auf. JV* mre.'j. This fiiould rather be givea 10 the Jir/l lord. 
It was not the bu4ucfr of Aufidius to pat a flop to the altercaiion. 

TYiWHUT.. 

Ff a 
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If you have wiit yoor annals true, 'ris tlierc^ 
That, like an eagle in a dove-cote, 1 
Flutter'd your Voices in Corioli: " 
Alone I did it. — Boy ! 

AuF. Why, noble lords. 

Will you be pnt in mind of his blind fortune, 
Which was your (hanoc, by this unholy braggart, 
*Fore your own eyes and ears? 

Con. Let him die for't. [Jevtral Jpiak at once. 

CiT. [ f peaking promijcuonjly. ] Tear him to pieces, 
do itprtivntly. He killM my fon;— my daugh- 
ter; — He kiird my coufin Marcus; — He kill'd my 
father. — 

a. Lord. Peace, ho ;-i— no outrage j — ^peace* 
The man is noble, and his fame folds in 
This orb o' the earth. ^ His laft ofFenre to us 
Shall have judicious hearing.^-«-Stand, Aufidius, 
And trouble nat the peace. 

Cor. O, thai I had him. 

With fix Aufidiufes, or more, his tribe. 
To ufe my lawful fword! 

AuF. Infolent villain J 

Con. Kill, kill, kill, kill, kill him. 
[AuFiDius J»rf the Conjpirators draw, andrkill 
CoRiOLANUS, who falls, and AvnDius ^ands 
^on him. 



* his fame folds in 

Tkis orh a* tke earth, ] Hit fame overfpretdi^ the world.. 

JOHNSOH* 

So, before! 

«' The fires i' tbe lo^eft hell fold in the people.** SteevIn^. 

* — •— judicious hearing. ] Perhaps judhiousy in the preCeat in* 
lUoce, figuifies ya(/icio/ ; fuch a hearing as is allowed to criaainal^ 
ja courts of judicature. Thus imperiayi Is uCed ky our authoc Cci( 
lillperitf/, Sttkvs^sk^ 
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Lords. " Hold, hold, hold, hold. 

AuF. My noble maftcrs, hear me fpckk. 
i.LoRD. • O Tullns, — 

2. Lord, Thou haft done a deed whereat valour 

will weep. , 

3. Lord.. Tread not upon him.— ^-Mafters all, be 

quiet; 
Put up your fvvords. 

AuP. My lords, when you Ihallknow (as in this 

rage, 
ProvokM by him, you cannot, ) the great, danger 
Which this man's life did owe you, you'll rejoice 
That he is thus cut off* Pleafe it your honours 
To call me to your fenate, I'll deliver 
Myfelf your loyal fervant, or endure 
Your heavieft cenfure. 

1. Lord. Bear from hence his body, 
And mourn you for him : let him be regarded 
As the moft noble corfe, that ever ^herald 

Did follow to his urn.^. 

2. Lord. His own impatience 
Takes from Aufidius a great part of blame. 
Let's make the beft of it. 

Auf. My rage ^s gone, 

And I am ftruck with forrow.— Take him up :— 
Help, three o' the chiefcft foldiers ; I'll be one.— 
Beat thou the drum, that it fpcak mournfully ; 
Trail your fteel pikes.— Though in this city he 
Hath widow'd and unchilded many a one, 



7 ,- (hat tvtr herald 

DidJoUow to his urn,] This altufioo is to a cuRom unknowo, 
I believe, to the ancients, but obferved in the publick funerals of 
Englifli princes, at the conclufion of which a herald proclaims thQ 
ftyle of the deccafed, S^££YeN$, 

F f 3 
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Which to this hoirr bewail the injury, 
Yet he ftiall have a noble memory/ — 
AflHl. [Exeunt,' bearing the body of Conohtvms. A 
dead march founded.^ 



• _^ « n§hle memory. ] Memory for meman*/. See p, 673, n. 6." 

Steevens. 

> The tragedy of Coriolanus is one of the moft amufin^ of our au- 
thor*!' pcrfoTmaoces. The old man's merriment in Meneoius;' the 
lofty Iady*s dignity in Volumnia ; the bridal mpdcfty in Vir^ilia ; 
the patrician and military haughtinfcfs in .Coriolanus ; the plebeian 
mali^nityaad uibunltian infolence in Brutds Jind Sirdnius, make a 
very pleafiQg and intereiling variety: and the various revolutions 
of- the hero's fortune' fill the mind with anxious cnribfity. There 
is, perhaps, tooimoch buftie in the fitft aid, and too liitle in tke 
Uft. Johnson. 
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